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GMA’s Saudi mission 
targets-oil, OFWs, olc 
By Christine O. Avendaño 


AWAY FROM POLITICAL DISTRACTIONS AT 
home, President Macapagal-Arroyo Intends to 
pursue the "three 0's" during her visit to Saudi 
Arabia that was to begin last night—oil tho wel- 
fare of overseas Filipino workers and observer 
status for the Philippines in the Organization of 
the Islamic Conference. 
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s, FEARLESS VIEWS 


Water, water, for a week, 


no solid food for Blaine 


NEW YORK—IT IS AS IF 
someone packed up the 
Coney island of a century 
ago and sent Iton a 
time-traveling subway up 
to Lincoln Center. 

For there, now, s David 
Blaine, the modern-day 
Houdini whose latest stunt 
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Batasan 5 free at last 


A victory 
march, not 
a day of 
reckoning 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


AFTER 70 DAYS IN VIRTUAL LIM- 
bo, the so-called “Batasan 5” law- 
makers claimed victory yesterday. 

Today “will be a victory march 
for freedom,” Rep. Rafael Mari- 
ano of Anakpawis said on hearing 
the news that the Arroyo'admin- 
istration will no longer attempt to 
arrest him and four other militant 
congressmen when they leave the. 
protective custody of the House 
of Representatives today. 

“We will not be complacent in 
the face of Ms Arroyo's fascist at- 
tacks against the people. Tuloy 
ang laban (The fight goes on)!” 
Mariano told the INQUIRER. 

Hundreds of supporters of the 
five legislators had originally 
planned to set up human shields 
around the five to protect them. 
from being picked up by the po- 
lice once they stepped out of the 
House compound. 

Such a scenario would have 
risked turning the area around 
the Batasan into a political battle- 
ground. 

Now, the group planned to 
hold a victory march from the 
Batasan complex to the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines in Diliman, 
Quezon City. 

Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocam- 
po, a leader of the group, said the 
decision of the National Security 
Council to let them go free af- 
firmed their position from the 
very beginning. He added: “The 
question remains: Will the Palace 
continue to persecute us?” 

Rep. Teodoro Casifio also of 
Bayan Muna said the NSC deci- 
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Malacaiiang urged to back off Aragoncillo case 


By Philip C. Tubeza, 
Christine O. Avendaño 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


SEN. JOKER ARROYO YESTER- 
day advised Malacañang to stay 
clear of the case of Leandro Arag- 
oncillo, who has been charged in 
the United States with passing 
classified information to ousted 
President Joseph Estrada and 
‘other local opposition politicians. 


| -leper led 
bid for Culion 
town status 


By Volt Contreras 


CULION, PALAWAN—HE MAY HAVE CRIMPED 
fingers, but the school teacher sharply pointed 
this former leper colony on the right path out of 
decades of exclusion and social stigma. 

Hilarion Guia accomplished the feat almost 
single-handedly after his own battle with lep- 
rosy to which he practically lost his hands, 

he leper-turned-politician bested seven 
“nonleper" candidates to become Culion's first 
town mayor in 1995, three years after Congress 
declared this island a municipality. 

‘That elevation to local government status 
completed Culion’s slow transformation from 
a place of exile through most of the 20th cen- 
tury into the modest yet forward-looking 
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TRIBUTE TO A FALLEN LEADER. 
Carrying a coffin, militants march around 
Norte labor leader who was Killed by. 


HIGH COURTS ARE STEPPING 
in to halt the tide of creeping au- 
thoritarianism in the Philippines 
and Thailand, where the democ- 
ratization wave of the 1980s 
faces threats of reversal from the 
aggressive exercise of executive 


In Bangkok, the Constitutional 
Court meets today to vote on 
whether to serap the April 2 snap 
election, which plunged Thailand 


“The prudent course is for the 
government to back off from try- 
ing to rope in President Estrada 
and company in the Aragoncillo 
case. What Aragoncillo allegedly 
did is a violation of US laws," Ar- 
Toyo said ina statement, 

“No Philippine law has been vi- 
olated. So let us not invent one 
just so we ensnare Erap.” 

Arroyo argued that the Philip- 
pine government had no role to 


unidentified men on April 24. Cabanit was buried yesterday. 


RP Thai high courts check authoritarianism 


By Amando Doronila 


into a constitutional crisis after 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, in a prevented the convening ofa new 
rare intervention, branded the parliament. 
balloting "undemocratic" and or- In the Philippines, the 
dered the court to sort out the po- Supreme Court, which has a 
litical “mess.” longer tradition of ju- 
The royal order that ANALYSIS dicial independence 
brought the court into - than most Southeast 
the center of the crisis takes a big Asian judicial systems, issued 
step farther the kings earlier in- during the past three weeks a se- 
tervention shortly after the snap ries of decisions clipping Presi- 
poll, believed to have prompted dent Macapagal-Arroyo's execu- 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawa- 
tra to step down following a Ms Arroyo was heading toward 


strong opposition boycott that 


tive powers. The court noted that 


play in the US prosecution of 
‘Aragoncillo, a Filipino-American 
intelligence analyst, and “is not 
obligated to do anything" 

"its a violation of US laws. We 
have no role in it. Why do we get 
involved for a non-Philippine law 
violation? It's not our concern," 
he later said in a phone interview. 

Arroyo wondered why the gov- 
ernment was in a rush to file an- 
other charge against Estrada 


when it had not wrapped up the 
plunder case against him after 
five years of trial. "Why get en- 
tangled in another one which, on 
its face, isnot our concern?" 

Ata federal court trial in Newark, 
New Jersey, Aragoncillo, 47, last 
week pleaded guilty to passing clas- 
sified information to personalities 
allegedly plotting to overthrow 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Aragoncillo did not identify 


RIVERMAYA band members (from left) Rico Blanco, Japs Sergio, Marc Escueta and Mike 


Elgar pose with their MTV Asia Award for Favorite Artist-Philippines. muros 
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‘the Quezon Memorial Circle in Quezon City as they pay tribute to Enrico Cabanit, a Davao del 


Gonzalez: 

Gov't won't 
play role in 
their script 


By Christine O. Avendaño, 
Leila B. Salaverria 
and Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


SAYING THEY DID NOT 
want to play into oppo- 
sition hands, top Mala- 
cafiang advisers yester- 
day backed down from 
their threat to arrest the 
so-called “Batasan 5” 
and said the party-list 
lawmakers were free to 
go home without fear of 
arrest—at least for now. 


“We don't want to let these 
people succeed in dramatizing 
their situation ... They have a* 
script and we don’t want to play a, 
role in it,” Justice Secretary Anil" 
Gonzalez said. A 

The five opposition lawmakers" 
had said they would leave the 
protective custody of the House 
of Representatives today and 
their supporters said they would 
erect “human shields” around 
them to protect them from being 
arrested. 

Apparently concerned about a 
media frenzy if the lawmakers 
were arrested, Gonzalez an- 
nounced that the police would no 
longer touch them. 

The police earlier said their 
units were posted round the clock 
at the Batasan complex to make 
the arrest if the lawmakers—Rep- 
resentatives Satur Ocampo, 
‘Teodoro Casifio and Joel Virador 
of Bayan Muna, Liza Maza of 
Gabriela and Rafael Mariano of 
‘Anakpawis—tried to leave. 

Gonzalez issued a memorandum 
to Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno 
and Philippine National Police Direc- 
tor General Arturo Lomibao telling 
them to keep the police away. 

The memo was issued after an 
emergency meeting of the National 
Security Council in Malacafiang 
which discussed how to handle the 
decision of the Batasan 5 to leave. 
the premises, where they had 
sought shelter since Feb. 27. 

‘The five party-list lawmakers had 
warned that it would be "politically 
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abuse of presidential powers and 
the curtailment of the citizens’ 
political rights. 

Both Thaksin and Ms Arroyo 
have come under increasing criti- 
cism for arbitrary exercise of 
power incompatible with democ- 
racy. 

The crises of Philippine and 
‘Thai democracies have cast ques- 
tions over the long-term 
prospects of democracy in South- 
east Asia, where most regimes, 

RRTHAUAIZ 


the Philippine officials, but feder- 
al prosecutors named the alleged 
plotters as Estrada, opposition 
Sen. Panfilo Lacson and former 
Speaker Arnulfo Fuentebella. 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
and Ms Arroyo's chief of staff, 
Michael Defensor, had been quick to 
declare that rebellion charges could 
be filed in the Philippines against 
Estrada and his "unindicted cocon- 
MALACANANG AS 


„Rivermaya wins 
MTV Asia award 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Entertainment 


Rivermaya is also the first Fil- 
ipino music group to be given a 
performance slot in the show's five- 
year history Regine Velasquez 
(MTV Philippines Favorite Artist 
awardee of 2002) shared the spot- 
light with American singer Mandy 
Moore in that year when they did a 
duet of "Cry" at the awards show in 
Singapore. 

Backed up by the string section, 
of the Royal Thai Army Orches- 
tra, Rivermaya’s front man Rico 
Blanco, Mark Escueta (drums), 
Mike Elgar (guitar) and Japs Ser- 
gio (bass) performed “You'll .Be 
Safe Here.” 

Rivermaya was introduced by 
Kelly Rowland, awards show host 

RIVERMAYA ALT 
FARR AL, ATR NC GUT STORED 
x M 


RIVERMAYA, WHICH POPULAR- 
ized songs like "Umuulan, 
Umaaraw,” “Liwanag sa Dilim” 
and "Awit ng Kabataan,” made 
history on Saturday at the 2006 
MTV Asia Awards in Bangkok, be- 
coming the first Filipino rock 
group to play in the award show's 
history. 

The  fourmember band, 
known locally as "Ang Banda ng 
Bayan,” has won MTV Asia's Fa- 
vorite’ Artist-Philippines award 
two straight years now, The win- 
ner gets the honor of represent- 
ing the country at the MTV Asia 
‘Awards show. 
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Ruling could set back land reform’ 


By Blanche Rivera 


A SUPREME COURT RULING COULD EXEMPT 
around 500,000 hectares of private and public 
lands claimed to be used as cattle-grazing areas 
from coverage of the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program, a research and development 


group said. 

PEACE Foundation Inc., which 
studies land reform and policies 
in the Philippines, said the 
‘Supreme Court decision on the 
3,020-ha Sutton farm in Masbate 
last year could be used as a 
ground to exempt landholdings 
being used for cattle-grazing and 
livestock from CARP coverage. 


Iloilo clergy against Cha-cha 


ILOILO CITY—MORE THAN A HUN- 
dred clerics and priests in the Jaro 
‘Archdiocese yesterday took a stand 
against the move to amend the Con- 
stitution through a people's initiative. 

Ina statement read during Masses 
yesterday, members of the local cler- 
gy declared: "We cannot just be sin- 
fully silent about what we see and 
judge to be morally questionable ac- 
tivities of government.” 

‘They said the signature campaign 
under the  administration-backed 
people's initiative "was done 
considerable haste, leaving the wider 
sector of our society uninformed of 
the issues at hand.” 

They also described the signature 
drive as “a deceptive design to change 
therfundamental law of the land" and 
called on “those who wield power" to be 
“truly respecting of the will of their con- 
stituents and not just serve the selfserv- 
ing interest oftheir politcal patrons.” 

"The statement was signed by 107 
priests and 14 Vicars Forane of the 
archdiocese. 

Msgr. Meliton Oso, social action di- 
rector of the archdiocese, said copies 
of the group's position paper would 
be sent to Iloilo City Mayor Jerry Tre- 


“OY could allow thousands of 
hectares of lands previously devot- 
ed to catle-aising to remain idle 
and unproductive under the pretext 
that itis an industry and therefore 
‘outside of the ambit of agrarian ret 
form,” PEACE said ina statement. 

‘The SC ruling also alarmed the 
Department of Agrarian Reform, 


the government agency tasked to 
implement CARP 

"Even the DAR was alarmed by 
the decision, that's why it filed a 
motion for reconsideration,” PEACE 
research head Danny Carranza said 
in an earlier press briefing. 

He said the DAR was concemed 
that landowners would apply for 
exemption or introduce livestock to 
evade CARP implementation, with 
the deadline for land acquisition 
and distribution expiring in 2008. 

“The danger about the [SC] deci- 
sion is that it will reinforce misallo- 
cation and maldistribution of scarce 
land resources," PEACE said. 

‘The Supreme Court declared 
the DAR's Administrative Order 
No. 9, which provided a land-ani- 


mal ratio basis for exemption of 
livestock areas from distribution, 
as unconstitutional. 

In its October 2005 decision, 
SC said the DAR had no power to 
regulate livestock farms that had 
been exempted from CARP 
through RA 7881, the law that ex- 
empted fishponds and prawn 
farms from CARP coverage. 

By striking down AO 9 without 
providing a standard for deter- 
mining when a landholding could 
be considered a livestock farm, the 
‘Supreme Court opened the flood- 
gates to the abuse of the provision 
exempting livestock areas from 
CARP coverage, PEACE said. 

It said the SC decision was “a 
throwback to agrarian reform” 


fias, Iloilo Gov. Niel Tupas Sr. and the 
Department of Interior and Local 
Government. 

The move follows an agreement 
reached on Saturday by leftist 
groups, nongovernment organiza- 
tions and political and church figures 
under the Kilusang Makabansang 
Ekonomiya coalition to hold a sus- 
tained information campaign to dis- 
suade the people from supporting the 
Arroyo administration's bid to effect 
Charter change. 


Candlelight vigils 

KME members, who met at St. Pe- 
ters Church in Quezon City, said the 
campaign would include holding an- 
ti-Cha-cha candlelight vigils every 
Saturday and a big rally on June 12. 

Those present at the meeting includ- 
ed KME convenors Bishops Antonio To- 
bias of Novaliches and Deogracias 
Iniguez Jr. of Caloocan, former Vice 
President Teofisto Guingona Jt, Ak- 
bayan party-list Rep. Risa Hontiveros, 
Joshua Mata of the Alliance of Progres- 
Sive Labor, Renato Reyes of Bayan Mu- 
na and lawyer Loma Kapunan. 

Tobias said after the meeting that 
the KME' principal objective was for 


(sic) as it could exempt 200,000 
hectares of private lands and 
300,000 hectares of public lands 
leased for grazing. 

PEACE also expressed the fear 
that lands distributed to farmer- 
beneficiaries by virtue of AO 9 could 
revert to their previous owners. 

In Masbate, the second highest 
producer of cattle in the country 
and where the Sutton farm is lo- 
cated, 12 haclendas covering 
12,026 hectares have pending 
applications for exemption. 

‘This is on top of at least 15,000 
hectares of land that have not been 
covered by CARP because they 
were partially devoted to livestock. 

But tenants of Sutton farm 
claimed that there were fewer 


than 100 head of cattle at-the 
farm while agricultural areas 
planted to coconut and rice were 
steadily increasing. 

Ranch owner Delia Sutton ear- 
lier offered her property to the 
DAR under the voluntary-offer- 
to-sell (VOS) scheme but with- 
drew her offer before the DAR 
could distribute the certificate of 
land ownership awards covering 
727 hectares to 297 farmers. 

Data from the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Statistics showed that 
the country's cattle livestock in- 
dustry is basically a backyard 
farming operation. Of the total 
cattle population, around 94 per- 
cent are raised by small farmers. 
With a report from Erika Sauler 


the “truth to be pursued” even as 
some members of the coalition, such 
as the leftist labor organization Kilu- 
sang Mayo Uno, were openly calling 
for President Arroyo's ouster. 


Personal capacity 

Iniguez and Tobias told reporters 
that they attended the meeting in 
their personal capacities and that 
they were not representing the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines. 

At the same time, they noted that 
even the CBCR while not backing 
calls for the President's resignation, 
had expressed reservations about the 
people's initiative. 

“We would just like to show that 
Ms Arroyo is using Cha-cha to cover 
up the truth instead of facing the alle- 
gations against her and so end the 
current political crisis," Tobias said. 

Jaro Archbishop and CBCP presi- 
dent Ange! Lagdameo said in an earlier 
interview, with, the Iyqunen that the 
peoplésiafdarive to amend the Charter 
might not be a necessity à this time 
and must be continuously discussed by 
all concerned." Nestor P Burgos Jr. PDI 
Visayas Bureau and Jerome Aning 


WHY IT PAYS TO BE CAREFUL ., 
An Elf truck ies on its roof after t rolled dyer yeste 
in Sitio Cabading, Antipolo City. Th 
while descending the 


itum iaaio gh Bn 

i tekday morning oii the Marcos Highway, 
ve driver, Edgardo Albesa, lost control of the vehicle 
fing road. Seven people were hurt and were brought to the 
Amang Rodriguez Medical Center in Marikina City. 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


LESS THAN TWO WEEKS BEFORE THE 
global release of "The Da Vinci Code," its Hol- 
Iywood studio has clarified that the much-an- 
ticipated film is a “work of fiction that does 
not attack or criticize any religious organiza- 
tion.” 

“Obviously, the novel on which our film is 
based on has inspired many conversations 
about history and religion, but our movie is a 
thriller, nota religious tract or historical docu- 
mentary,” Jim Kennedy, senior vice president 
for corporate communications of Sony Pic- 
tures Entertainment, told the Inquinea in an 
interview via e-mail. 

Kennedy's assurance was ostensibly meant 
to appease Christian sectors either incensed 
or worried about the inaccuracies—both his- 
torical and theological—that the movie might 
present. 


Exciting, entertaining 

Critics are concerned that such problems 
might be unavoidable should the film be 
faithful to the novel written by Dan Brown, a 
former school teacher. 

Kennedy didn’t talk in detail about the 
movie, saying only that it was an “exciting, 
entertaining work of fiction.” 

Opus Dei, the Catholic organization por- 
trayed by Brown as a murderous sect out to 
protect the 2,000-year-old secret that Jesus 
Christ was married to Mary Magdalene, earli- 
er asked Sony Pictures to explicitly say that 
the film was a work of fiction. 

"The Da Vinci Code, which stars Oscar 
winner Tom Hanks, is set for worldwide re- 
lease on May 19. It will be shown in Philip- 
pine theaters beginning May 18. 

Sony Pictures appeared to show more sen- 
sitivity to Christian sensibility by sponsoring a 
website, www.TheDaVinciDialogue.com, to 
allow people to “wrestle with the complex 
topics raised by the book and the film.” 


Unique opportunity 

“Many religious leaders and organizations, 
including Opus Dei, agree that the release of 
the film can provide a unique opportunity to 
educate people about their work and beliefs,” 
Kennedy said. 

‘The statement seemed to echo the line of- 
ten given by Brown in the face: of criticisms of- 
ten coming from mostly biblical experts, reli- 
gious scholars, and art historians. 


a 


Despite claiming diligent and informed re- 
search, Brown's novel was often attacked for 
a host of inaccuracies and incredible accusa- 
tions, not to mention that Jesus Christ's divin- 
ity was merely the product of a human decla- 
ration, 

Fr Regino Cortes, a Filipino biblical expert, 
earlier said that Brown was such a “sloppy re- 
searcher” that he couldn't even get the right 
description of Leonardo Da Vinci's Last Sup- 
per. 

1tsa secco, nota fresco, Cortes wrote in his 
book, "An Exegetical Analysis of The Da Vinci 
Code," the first one to be written by a Fil- 
ipino. 


Contained clues 

In the Brown novel, the painting purport- 
edly contained clues about the supposed 
Catholic cover-up. 

Kennedy said the website provides a forum. 
where "prominent Catholic and other Chris: 
tian scholars are contributing essays that ex- 
plore the foundations of faith and its impact. 
on history and our lives." 

it contains essays from experts such as 
Monsignor Francis J. Maniscalco, director of 
communications for the United States Confer: 
ence of Catholic Bishops; Jay Kameron Carter 
assistant professor in Theology and Black 
Church Studies at Duke Divinity School; Dar- 
rell Bock, a professor at Dallas Theological 
Seminary and author of "Breaking The Da 
Vinci Code"; Rev. Thomas P Rausch, S.J., pro- 
fessor of Catholic Theology at Loyola Mary- 
mount University in Los Angeles; and John L. 
Allen, Jr., Catholic author and journalist. 


Most open-minded 

Allen, a long-time Vatican watcher, recently 
released a book on Opus Dei, arguably the 
most open-minded piece written by a non- 
member on the controversial group formed 
by St, Josemaria Escriva. 

“The primary focus of The Da Vinci Dia- 
logue is to help Christians prepare for the in- 
evitable question that will arise with the re- 
lease of the film,” read a message on the web 
site, 

1t also noted that neither Brown nor the. 
film outfit had any editorial control on any of 
the articles posted. 

‘None of the Christian experts have been 
paid for their commentary or insights, This is 
an open forum where discussion, debate and 
disagreement are welcome,” it said. 
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‘Ruling could set back land reform’ 


By Blanche Rivera 


A SUPREME COURT RULING COULD EXEMPT 
around 500,000 hectares of private and public 
lands claimed to be used as cattle-grazing areas 
from coverage of the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program, a research and development 


group said. 

PEACE Foundation Inc., which 
studies land reform and policies 
in the Philippines, said the 
Supreme Court decision on the 
3,020-ha Sutton farm in Masbate 
last year could be used as a 
ground to exempt landholdings 
being used for cattle-grazing and 
livestock from CARP coverage. 


"(0 could allow thousands of 
hectares of lands previously devot- 
ed to cattleraising to remain idle 
and unproductive under the pretext 
that it is an industry and therefore 
outside of the ambit of agrarian re* 
form," PEACE said in a statement. 

The SC ruling also alarmed the 
Department of Agrarian Reform, 


the government agency tasked to 
implement CARP. 

"Even the DAR was alarmed by 
the decision, thats why it filed a 
motion for reconsideration,” PEACE 
research head Danny Carranza said 
inan earlier press briefing. 

He said the DAR was concerned 
that landowners would apply for 
exemption or introduce livestock to 
evade CARP implementation, with 
the deadline for land acquisition 
and distribution expiring in 2008. 

“The danger about the [SC] deci- 
sion is that it will reinforce misallo- 
cation and maldistribution of scarce 
and resources," PEACE said. 

‘The Supreme Court declared 
the DAR Administrative Order 
No. 9, which provided a land-ani- 


mal ratio basis for exemption of 
livestock areas from distribution, 
as unconstitutional. 

In its October 2005 decision, 
SC said the DAR had no power to 
regulate livestock farms that had 
been exempted from CARP 
through RA 7881, the law that ex- 
empted fishponds and prawn 
farms from CARP coverage. 

By striking down AO 9 without 
providing a standard for deter- 
mining when a landholding could 
be considered a livestock farm, the 
‘Supreme Court opened the flood- 
gates to the abuse of the provision 
‘exempting livestock areas from 
CARP coverage, PEACE said. 

It said the SC decision was “a 
throwback to agrarian reform” 


(Sic) as it could exempt 200,000 
hectares of private lands and 
300,000 hectares of public lands 
leased for grazing. 

PEACE also expressed the fear 
that lands distributed to farmer- 
beneficiaries by virtue of AO 9 could 
revert to their previous owners. 

In Masbate, the second highest 
producer of cattle in the country 
and where the Sutton farm is lo- 
cated, 12 haciendas covering 
12,026 hectares “have pending 
applications for exemption. 

‘This is on top of atleast 15,000 
hectares of land that have not been. 
covered by CARP because they 
were partially devoted to livestock. 

But tenants of Sutton farm 
claimed that there were fewer 


than 100 head of cattle at.the 
farm while agricultural areas 
planted to coconut and rice were 
steadily increasing 

Ranch owner Delia Sutton ear- 
lier offered her property to the 
DAR under the voluntary-offer- 
to-sell (VOS) scheme but with- 
drew her offer before the DAR 
could distribute the certificate of 
land ownership awards covering 
727 hectares to 297 farmers 

Data from the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Statistics showed that 
the country's cattle livestock in- 
dustry is basically a backyard 
farming operation. Of the total 
cattle population, around 94 per- 
cent are raised by small farmers. 
With a report from Erika Sauler 


Iloilo clergy against Cha-cha 


ILOILO CITY—MORE THAN A HUN- 
dred clerics and priests in the Jaro 
Archdiocese yesterday took a stand 
against the move to amend the Con- 
stitution through a people's initiative. 

In a statement read during Masses 
yesterday, members of the local cler- 
gy declared: “We cannot just be sin- 
fully silent about what we see and 
judge to be morally questionable ac- 
tivities of government.” 

‘They said the signature campaign 
under the  administration-backed 
peoples initiative "was done with 
considerable haste, leaving the wider 
sector of our society uninformed of 
the issues at hand.” 

They also described the signature 
drive as “a deceptive design to change 
the:fundamental law of the land,” and 
called on “those who wield power" to be 
“truly respecting of the will of their con- 
stituents and not just serve the self-serv- 
ing interest oftheir politcal patrons.” 

"The statement was signed by 107 
priests and 14 Vicars Forane. of the 
archdiocese. 

Msgr. Meliton Oso, social action di- 
rector of the archdiocese, said copies 
of the group's position paper would 
be sent to Iloilo City Mayor Jerry Tre- 


fias, lloilo Gov. Niel Tupas Sr. and the 
Department of Interior and Local 
Government. 

The move follows an agreement 
reached on Saturday by leftist 
groups, nongovernment organiza- 
tions and political and church figures 
under the Kilusang Makabansang 
Ekonomiya coalition to hold a sus- 
tained information campaign to dis- 
suade the people from supporting the 
‘Arroyo administration's bid to effect 
Charter change. 


Candlelight vigils 

KME members, who met at St. Pe- 
ter’s Church in Quezon City, said the 
campaign would include holding an- 
ti-Cha-cha candlelight vigils every 
Saturday and a big rally on June 12. 

Those present at the meeting includ- 
ed KME convenors Bishops Antonio To- 
bias of Novaliches and Deogracias 
Iniguez Jr. of Caloocan, former Vice 
President Teofisto Guingona Jr, Ak- 
bayan party-list Rep. Risa Hontiveros, 
Joshua Mata of the Alliance of Progres- 
sive Labor, Renato Reyes of Bayan Mu- 
na and lawyer Loma Kapunan. 

‘Tobias said after the meeting that 
the KME's principal objective was for 


the “truth to be pursued” even as 
some members of the coalition, such 
as the leftist labor organization Kilu- 
sang Mayo Uno, were openly calling 
for President Arroyo's ouster. 


Personal capacity 

Iniguez and Tobias told reporters 
that they attended the meeting in 
their personal capacities and that 
they were not representing the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines. 

‘At the same time, they noted that. 
even the CBCR while not backing 
calls for the President's resignation, 
had expressed reservations about the. 
people's initiative. 

“We would just like to show that 
Ms Arroyo is using Cha-cha to cover 
up the truth instead of facing the alle- 
gations against her and so end the 
current political crisis," Tobias said. 

Jaro Archbishop and CBCP presi- 
dent Angel Lagdameo said in an earlier 
interview, with, the Jyoumen that the 
people's initiative to amend the Charter 
"might fot be'a necessity at this time 
and must be continuously discussed by 
all concerned." Nestor P Burgos Jr. PDI 
Visayas Bureau and Jerome Aning 
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‘Da Vinci Code’ only 
a thriller, says Sony 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


LESS THAN TWO WEEKS BEFORE THE 
global release of “The Da Vinci Code,” its Hol- 
iywood studio has clarified that the much-an- 
ticipated film is a “work of fiction that does 
not attack or criticize any religious organiza- 
tion.” 

“Obviously, the novel on which our film is 
based on has inspired many conversations 
about history and religion, but our movie is a 
thriller, nota religious tract or historical docu- 
mentary,” Jim Kennedy, senior vice president 
for corporate communications of Sony Pic 
tures Entertainment, told the Inquine in an 
interview via e-mail. 

Kennedy's assurance was ostensibly meant 
to appease Christian sectors either incensed 
or worried about the inaccuracies—both his- 
torical and theological—that the movie might 
present. 


Exciting, entertaining 

Critics are concerned that such problems 
might be unavoidable should the film be 
faithful to the novel written by Dan Brown, a 
former school teacher. 

Kennedy didn't talk in detall about the 
movie, saying only that it was an "exciting, 
entertaining work of fiction.” 

‘Opus Dei, the Catholic organization por- 
trayed by Brown as a murderous sect out to 
protect the 2,000-year-old secret that Jesus 
Christ was married to Mary Magdalene, earli- 
er asked Sony Pictures to explicitly say that 
the film was a work of fiction. 

“The Da Vinci Code,” which stars Oscar 
winner Tom Hanks, is set for worldwide re- 
lease on May 19. It will be shown in Philip- 
pine theaters beginning May 18, 

Sony Pictures appeared to show more sen- 
sitivity to Christian sensibility by sponsoring a 
website, www. TheDaVinciDialogue.com, to 
allow people to “wrestle with the complex 
topics raised by the book and the film.” 


Unique opportunity 

“Many religious leaders and organizations, 
including Opus Dei, agree that the release of 
the film can provide a unique opportunity to 
educate people about their work and beliefs," 
Kennedy said. 

"The statement seemed to echo the line of- 
ten given by Brown in the face of criticisms of- 
ten coming from mostly biblical experts, reli- 
gious scholars, and art historians. 


a 


Despite claiming diligent and informed re- 
search, Brown's novel was often attacked for 
a host of inaccuracies and incredible accusa- 
tions, not to mention that Jesus Christ’ divin- 
ity was merely the product of a human decla- 
ration. 

Fr, Regino Cortes, a Filipino biblical expert, 
earlier said that Brown was such a “sloppy re- 
searcher” that he couldn't even get the right 
description of Leonardo Da Vinci's Last Sup- 
per 

Tes a secco, nota fresco, Cortes wrote in his 
book, ‘An Exegetical Analysis of The Da Vinci 
Code,” the first one to be written by a Fil- 
ipino. 


Contained clues 

In the Brown novel, the painting purport- 
edly contained clues about the supposed 
Catholic cover-up. 

Kennedy said the website provides a forum 
where “prominent Catholic and other Chris- 
tian scholars are contributing essays that ex- 
plore the foundations of faith and its impact 
on history and our lives." 

Tt contains essays from experts such as 
Monsignor Francis J. Maniscalco, director of 
communications for the United States Confer; 
ence of Catholic Bishops; Jay Kameron Cartes, 
assistant professor in Theology and Black 
Church Studies at Duke Divinity School; Dar- 
rell Bock, a professor at Dallas Theological 
Seminary and author of "Breaking The Da 
Vinci Code"; Rev. Thomas P Rausch, S.J., pro- 
fessor of Catholic Theology at Loyola Mary- 
mount University in Los Angeles; and John L, 
Allen, Jr, Catholic author and journalist, 


Most open-minded 

Allen, a long-time Vatican watcher, recently 
released a book on Opus Dei, arguably the 
most open-minded piece written by a non- 
member on the controversial group formed 
by St. Josemaria Escriva, 

"The primary focus of The Da Vinci Dia- 
logue is to help Christians prepare for the in- 
evitable question that will arise with the re- 
lease of the film,” read a message on the web 
site. 

Tt also noted that neither Brown nor the 
film outfit had any editorial control on any of 
the articles posted. 

“None of the Christian experts have been 
paid for their commentary or insights. This is 
an open forum where discussion, debate and 
disagreement are welcome,” it said. 
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Noli takes up 
cudgels for 
young Fil-Can 
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VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO 
has protested the treatment of a 7-year- 
old Filipino boy by his Canadian school 
principal and a teacher for eating witha 
spoon and fork. 

At the same time, De Castro asked 
the Philippine Embassy in Canada to 
make sure the case filed by a Canada- 
based group for racial discrimination 
against the school officials concerned 
prospered. 

Over his radio program "Para Sa Iyo 
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Bayan" on Saturday, De Castro talked to 
Philippine Ambassador to Canada Chi- 
to Brillantes on the phone to say the 
case was unfortunate and did not speak 
highly of the Canadians as a people. 

De Castro said he was outraged by re- 
ports that the boy, Luc Gallardo, was 
punished by a lunch program monitor 
at the Ecole Lalande School in Montre- 
al, Canada, for using a spoon and fork 
when eating like Filipinos normally do. 

“although hindi ko naman nilalahat 


_. Music nourishes her soul. 
NUTREN Optimum 
nourishes her body. 


ang mga Canadians, diyan kasi sa Que- 
bec ay medyo mayayabang ang mga tao 
diyan. Kung Chinese kaya ang kumain 
doon na naka chopsticks, pagsasabihan 
ba nila ng ‘you eat ike a pig?” De Castro 
said. (I don't mean all Canadians, but in 
Quebec the people are a little arrogant. 
If it had been a Chinese eating with 
chopsticks would they have said ‘you 
eatlikea pig?) 

The boy's mother, Ma. Theresa Gal- 
lardo, accused the school board of 
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Somer na: 


E 
racism and discrimination and filed pd 
complaint before the Quebec Human. 
Rights Commission against school prin. 
cipal Norman Bergeron and the school's 
lunch monitor Martin Bertrand. — 
Brillantes said the embassy had issued 7 
a statement condemning the incident 
and was supporting the case filed by the $ 
Center for Research Action on Race Re- ^ 
lations on behalf of Luc to protect the 
Filipino students rights and to assert his 
cultural heritage. — Cynthia D. Balana 
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Leftists adopt their own protective measures 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LUCENA CITY—AMID THE WAVE 
of summary executions, abduc- 


leftist activists across the country, 
members of militant groups have 
opted to adopt stricter security 
measures for themselves in order 
to stay alive and remain un- 
scathed. (See photo on Page A1.) 

“We value the life of every mem- 
ber, We cherish the lives of our ac- 
tivists, We cry for justice. But we 
have to undertake extra security 
‘measures while asserting our legit- 
imate democratic rights,” Robert 
de Castro, Bayan Muna national 
deputy secretary general, said in a 
phone interview. 

He, however, did not elaborate 
‘on what kind of security measures 
the militant groups would adopt. 

‘According to De Castro, the 
government knows that Bayan 
Muna is not the biggest group but 
it ig the most serious and deter- 
mined in ousting President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo from office. 

“Thats why they employ the 
most brutal attacks against our par- 
ty and mass organization," he said. 

Three Bayan Muna party-list 


NATIONAL Democratic Front spokesperson 

Jorge Madlos or "Ka Oris” points to the April 

28 INquinen story that said he may have died. 
DENNSJAFSANTOSPDIINDANAO BUREAU 


Rebel leader 
alive after all 


SURIGAO DEL SUR—THE COMMUNIST NA- 
tional Democratic Fronts spokesperson for 
Mindanao Jorge Madlos, alias Ka Oris, is alive 
contrary to earlier reports he may have died 

The S8-year-old rebel leader said he was very 
much alive and leading mostly younger cadres. 
in a dense forest somewhere in this province. 

“They said m already dead, but how could 
that be when I am here?” Madlos told reporters 
on Saturday after he met with them to disprove 
reports he had been killed in an encounter with 
Philippine Army troopers in a New People's Army 
(NPA) camp in Paguibato, Davao City, Another 
report had it he had died ofa kidney ailment. 

‘The NDF is the umbrella organization of the 
‘Communist Party of the Philippines, its armed 
‘wing the NPA, and other left-leaning groups. 

"T was never there,” Madlos said, referring 
to the encounter with the military. 

“I wish to inform the people, my comrades, 
my relatives and friends that I am still very 
much alive serving the people and the revolu- 
tion,” he said. 

When reports came out of his supposed death, 
“Madlos could not be reached for comment. This 
fanned the speculation he had really died. 

‘The rebel leader cited security and “anoth- 
er important reason” for his long absence 
from the front, He also denied rumors he had 
been very sick. 

Madlos said he would be in the revolutionary 
‘movement for as long as his body allowed him. 

Dennis Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


representatives in Congress—Sat- 
ur Ocampo, Teddy Casifio and Joel 
Virador- along with three other 
militant parit representatives 
Liza Maza (Gabriela), Rafael Mari- 
tions, arrest and harassment of ano and 

(Anakpawis) have been hounded 
with rebellion charges after Ms Ar- 
royo declared a state of national 
emergency in February. 

De Casto claimed that the mili- 
tary and police were wrong if they 
thought that killing and abducting 
their members would weaken their r 
determination to fight inside the 
halls of Congress and in the parlia- 
rent ofthe streets. 

"Two weeks ago, at least six left- einstatem™ £ 
ist activists were killed in Quezon 
province and different places in 
the Bicol region. 

On April 30, three youth re- 
searchers ofa miltant peasant group 
in Quezon were arrested by the mili- 
tary in Catanauan town on suspicion 
of being New Peoples Army rebels. 

On the same day, a leader of 
the militant group Anak Bayan 
went missing in Zamboanga del 
‘Sur and was believed abducted. 

Last Friday a leader of the party- 
list group Anakpawis was abducted 
by two armed men in. Angeles City. 

De Castro linked the killings, 


abductions, arrest and harass- purported military campaign to 
ment of militant activists to the destroy the NPA and other leftist 
vicious" Oplan Bantay Laya, a groups within five years. 


But the military has denied re- rebels who they claimed had re" 
sponsibility for the killings and ceived the "cleansing purge” in 
instead pointed the finger at NPA the revolutionary movement. 


REVIVE YOUR PHILAMLIFE 
INSURANCE NOW! 


Lower cost this May plus 
a chance to win 
P100,000! 


Call (02) 528-2040 now. 


statement is subject to applicable terms and conditions 


Crispin Beltran 


g. 


pues Business Top 1000 Corporations athe Phones 20051 


2: Da Ses Yaa Brors uri conduce Sy AC M 


GREAT BODIES 2005 
e NI 


s "NER 
JONABE GAVIFTA 


“af fat. 


NO JOINING FEES! 
NO MONTHLY DUES! 
CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%. 


YINSS APPU 


SLIMMERS WORLD 
FACE & SKIN CLINIC 
BUY 15 TREATMENTS 
GET 5 FREE!!! 


Pur DTLNCR Pariuk No. 2787. Sere uf 2000. 


THERAPY 


d Diamond Ultrapeel Hot Masque 
Skin Whitening, Body Former - 
manentzLaser Hair. R j 


FITNESS & SKIN HOTLINE 536-3333 MOBILE 091-SLIMMERS rs 


ALABANG Gemma/Wendy, 809-0396 MEGAMALL GinalRuby 631-3869. 
BINONDO Theima/annah 242-1312 PASAY RD Chex/MaanMVal 887-1335 
CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-1653 Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
CEBUJuna/Anec 231-3254. PASG O«norfigguHagdee 681.5333 
GREENHILLS Anna 726-6505 SM NORTH Mich 929-5429. 
LEGASPIVILL. Lanionah 893-8935 SUBIC BEetUvPrécy 252-6514 
MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-06" TRAFALGAR Emy 814-0138 


"ALARANG 7750987/09183912510. SINONDO 2420728/05178224395 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261525199 
UMS OGIMITMA]S MEGAMALL 637754309162473753 | PASAY RD. 887353009 196897083 PASIG (47381609275 


This summer, enjoy our lowest 
balance transfer rate — 0.88%!* 


Now, you can pay | on your non-HSBC credit card balance 
with HSBC's lowest Balance Transfer rate ever 

Hurry, this rate is available only until 13 June 2006 
Transfer to HSBC today. For more details call 878-7878 


HSBC 4X» 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MONDAY, MAY 8, 2006 


Malacaíiang urged to back off Aragoncillo case 


From page Al plea for possible use in a Philippine court. 
spirators” Lacson bristles 

‘Gonzalez said the justice department had Lacson bristled at Gonzalez pronounce- 
started coordinating with Department of Foreign ments. 
"airs officials to secure copies of Aragonciós "I don't know what Secretary Gonzalez's 
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nationality is. He's virtually feeding 
his compatriots to the lions," Lacson 
told dzBB radio station from Nairobi, 
Kenya, where he and other senators 
were attending an Inter-Parliamen- 
tary Union event. 

Lacson seid he could not say if he 
should worry about Aragoncillo's guilty 
plea. He said he had yet to get details of 
last week's US court hearing. 

“Are we facing any charge in Ame 
ica? You can be extradited if there's a 
request from the country with which 
we have an extradition treaty. The of- 
fense, the crime committed, is that 
extraditable? There are a lot of steps 
[in an extradition]," Lacson said. 

Lacson had admitted receiving in- 
formation from his friend and former 
aide, Supt. Michael Ray Aquino, who 
was arrested with Aragoncillo in 
September last year, but maintained 
this was not classified. 


Estrada on defensive 

Aquino is accused of passing infor- 
mation from Aragoncillo to Filipino op- 
position leaders. In October last year, 
he pleaded not guilty to a US indict- 
ment charging him with conspiracy 
and acting as an unregistered foreign 
agent. 


Ms Arroyo's political adviser 
Gabriel Claudio, yesterday said that 
Estrada and other opposition leaders 
were “clearly on the defensive.” 
“Erap and company will now have 
to lie low until this problem blows 
over and distance themselves from 
moves to destabilize the government 
more convincingly than their previ- 
ous denials of involvement,” Claudio 
said in a text message. 
He said this would have a “sober- 
ing effect on the political climate.” 
“Filipinos may just get what they 
want now—less political noise and 
instability and a chance for the coun- 
try to move forward,” Claudio said. 
He cited a recent survey by Social 
Weather Stations that said 58 percent 
of Filipinos were tired of political 
bickering over alleged election fraud 
and other political issues being raised 
against the President and want the 
nation to move on. 


Legal quicksand 

In separate statements, proadmin- 
istration Representatives Salacnib 
Baterina of Ilocos Sur and Douglas 
Cagas of Davao del Sur yesterday said 
the Arroyo administration could not 
prevent US authorities from indicting 


Estrada, Lacson and Fuentebella. 

‘The Americans could even ask for 
their extradition, they said. 

“The opposition leaders face legal 
quicksand because the US courts are « 
a venue where politics and personali- 
ties do not matter," said Baterina. 

“No less than Aragoncillo admitted 
that what he provided the opposition 
had been classified information,” he 
seid. 

Baterina cautioned Malacafiang 
against jumping the gun pending the 
resolution of the espionage case in 
the United States. 

“It would be better to monitor the 
espionage case closely, wait for its ter- 
mination in the US court, then they 
can make the necessary legal moves,” 
hesaid. 

Cagas said no amount of denials 
by opposition figures could help 
them if they had indeed violated US 
laws. "It is not far-fetched that for- 
mer President Estrada and other op- 
position personalities ean be named 
as principals in Aragoncillo's espi-* 
onage case.” 

“They may well have acted as fi- 
nanciers to obtain information from 
Aragoncillo," as part of a conspiracy 
to oust Ms Arroyo, Cagas said. 
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Is technology ever as powerful as your imagination? 


WE THINK NOT. 


That is why unlike most multimedia art schools we 
do not only teach you how to use industry- 
standard design software. We pick your mind, 
hone your classic artistic skills and give you 


Ex-leper led bid for Culion town status 


FrompageAl 


community that itis today. 

It was also the sweet fulfillment of a per- 
sonal goal for Guia. Now 65, Guia has retired 
from politics but is still an esteemed elder in 
this town of 20,000 people. He is a sought-af- 
ter teacher at the same Jesuit-run school here 
which he attended in his youth. 

As early as the 1960s, or almost three 
decades before he was declared cured, “I al- 
ready saw far into the future and knew that 
leprosy will soon be gone from this island, but 
the stigma (of this being a leper colony) will 
continue to haunt especially our children.” 


Prophetic H 
He proved prophetic about the disease be- 2* 
ing banished from Culion. H 
in 1998, the Department of Health de- B 
clared that leprosy was no longer a health 
problem here. Although the old sanitarium 
still operates, it now just looks after cured lep- 
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That's why our Professional Diploma in IT does not simply give 
you the 1-2-3s of programming. We partnered with global IT 
majors to bring you a project-based program that is anchored 
on cutting-edge technology. You will get wide-reaching 
software engineering skills that you can take with you 
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On the other side of the world a business 
executive makes an airline reservation, a 
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rosy patients who are either bedridden be- 
cause of severe disabilities or too old with no , 
families to return to. 

‘As for the second part of his forecast, he also 
saw it coming true in the way former patients 
and their children who were not afflicted with 
leprosy "felt embarrassed” about revealing 
their real address when asked by outsiders. 

“They would either say vaguely that they 
were from Palawan or from Coron,” he said, 
referring to the nearby diving resort town. 

Hence, his quest for township was foremost 
for psychological and not just for the political 
gains of “my beloved Culion.” 


Among normal people 

“I would admit, ex patients, including my- 
self, tend to feel guilty about our condition and 
resort to self-withdrawal whenever we find 
ourselves among 'normal people like you,” he 
told the Ivqumnen at his home yesterday. 

"These tendencies have to stop among the 
very people of this island,” he said. Up to 70-80 
percent of Culion's population are said to be or 
related by blood to former leprosy patients. 

But in his case, he had long overcome his 
own insecurities "because makapal ang 
mukha ko (I'm thick-skinned),” he smiled. "I 
became mayor, didn't 1?” 

Originally from Mabini, Batangas, Guia was 
brought to Culion for treatment in 1950 at age 
8, and became a “consistent honor student" at 
the Jesuit-run St. Ignatius Academy through 
his elementary and high school years. 

For his college studies, he was moved to the 
Central Luzon Sanitarium in Tala, Caloocan 
City, where he took up Education at the Holy 
Rosary College that was run within the facility 
by the Dominicans. 


Political training 

There, the farmer's son began acquiring the 
basic political training for the advocacy he4 
‘would later wage for Culion, becoming an` 
award-winning campus “orator” and then 
president of the student council. 

By 1965, Guia had earned a degree and 
was immediately called back by St. Ignatius to 
teach English and Social Studies. 

He would later marry a fellow teacher, Ros- 
alinda Hilao. She was the daughter of a leper 
bur she herself was not stricken by the dis- 
ease. The couple never had children but be- 
came surrogate parents to five kids of differ- 
ent leprosy patients. 

Culion’s bid for municipality status found its 
first major ally in Ramon Mitra, then a rising 
politician in Palawan. Guia said he and Mitra 
became "close friends" during the latter's con- 
gressional election campaigns in the '60s. 

When Mitra became a senator in 1971, he 
pushed a bill to bestow township on Culion, a» 
move backed by his Senate peers who includ- 
ed Sen. Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr., Guia re- 
called. President Ferdinand Marcos’ declara- 
tion of martial aborted Mitras move. 
Congress was padlocked. 


Chapel-to-chapel drive 

Back in Culion, however, Guia continued 
explaining to his fellow residents the wisdom 
of “converting” their community into a full 
fledged local government unit. By this time, 
he was “going chapel to chapel” with Filipino- 
Spanish priest Fr. Ignacio Moreta, who vigor- 


ously supported the idea. 


tourist calls for directory assistance,a | Specialist, Medical & 


physician requests for a patient's medical 
history, and a student calls for technical 
support ona recent PC purchase. 
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marketing, finance, accounting and other business 
administration services to thousands of individuals and 
companies abroad. They work in contact centers and in the 
business processing & administrative units of multinational 
companies. Since they are in demand, they are certainly 
among the highest paid in the country. Wouldn't you want to 


become one of them? 


By becoming a municipality, he said, 
Culion would no longer have to depend on , 
the budget of the Department of Health, 
which runs the sanitarium. It would be enti- 
tled to a share of the national tax collections. 
“We can demand services from the whole 
mechanism of the government,” he said. 

‘After Edsa I, Mitra became House Speaker. 
‘Together with another politician, then Rep. 
Dave Ponce de Leon, now Palawan vice gover- 
nor, Mitra revived Culion's township bill. 

Culion would be declared a municipality un- 
der the Aquino administration in 1992. It held its 
first mayoralty polls in 1995, which Guia won, 

“Tve been active most of my life,” he said. 
“It is my way of showing the world that peo- 
ple like me can take positions of leadership 
and that we have not lost our rights despite 
our condition." 
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Customs raid 
on warehouses 
to yield P5M 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THERAID LAST WEEK ON 26 WAREHOUSES in 
Manila used to allegedly store undervalued im- 
ported goods is expected to yield an estimated 
P5 million in revenue for the Bureau of Customs. 

‘Customs Commissioner Napoleon Morales 
said the amount would come from the penal- 
ties and additional taxes that the bureau 
‘would impose on the owners of the imported 
items which were grossly undervalued and, 
thus, were not properly taxed. 

“Based on initial reports, the BOC would 
collect an estimated PS million from the raid 
of the warehouses,” Morales sai 

‘The BOC raided the warehouses located in 
the RAN Properties Management Corp. com- 
pound in Tondo last week based on inteli- 
gence information that they supplied fake or 
improperly taxed items to several Metro Mani- 
Ja malls known for their low-priced goods. 


Shopping malls 

These include the Baclaran Shopping Mall 
in Parafiaque and the Divisoria, Tutuban and 
168 shopping malls in Manila. 

Among the items found during the raid 
were VCD players priced at P50 as listed in 
import documents. 

Morales said the VCD players were “grossly 
undervalued” since their listed price was even 
lower than the value of their raw materials. 

The undervaluation and misdeclaration of 
imported goods lead to less taxes collected by 
the BOC, and less income for the government. 

Morales also said yesterday that he expect- 
ed the tax and duty inventory at the RAN PMC 
compound to be completed in a week. 

He said the inventory of goods was being 
conducted quickly because the warehouses 
had a list of their inventory and the BOC 
‘would only need to double-check the data. 


Inventory 

After the inventory, customs officials would 
check the goods’ import documents to deter- 
mine their authenticity and check the values 
ofthe items listed. 

If the items were misdeclared or underval- 
ued, the bureau will require the owners to pay 
the correct taxes and duties. 

Morales also said he was looking into the 
possible involvement of customs personnel in 
the undervaluation of goods. 

"He earlier said he would determine the iden- 
tities of the customs appraisers and examiners 
responsible for their release and penalize them. 

The raid at the RAN PMC compound was 
the'second the BOC conducted this year 
against improperly taxed goods. 

The first was the raid on the 168 Shopping Mall 
in March which involved 500 customs personnel. 
So far, the bureau has collected some P10 million 
from the previous raid, and expects the figure to 
rise after all the seized items had been assessed. 


17,000 to hit 
streets in gov't 
jobs program 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE SENDING 17,000 
out-of school youths, ex-convicts and underpriv- 
ileged people out on the street for eight months. 
"These groups, however, would not be turning 
to crime or joining street protests if the govem- 
‘ment could help it. They would be repairing dam- 
aged streets, removing road and sidewalk ob- 
structions, painting road signs, planting greenery 
and cleaning drainage, among other things 
Under the Roadside Maintenance-Job Creation 
Program launched yesterday, 17,200 individuals 
from the marginalized sector would be given jobs 
in Metro Manila and Central and Southern Luzon 
provinces from May 15, 2006 to Jan. 15, 2007. 


P500-M budget 
“The program, for which P500 million has been. 


allotted, is being implemented by several govem- 
‘ment agencies, namely the Office of the Presiden- 


tial Adviser for Jobs Creation, the Department of | 


Public Works and Highways, Department of So- 
cial Welfare and Development, Metropolitan 
Manila Development Authority and the Philippine. 
National Police, the Public Information Agency, 
the Department of Interior and Local Government 
and the Department of Budget and Management. 

The heads of the agencies signed a memo- 
randum of agreement for the program's im- 
plementation at the DPWH on Friday. 

Public Works Secretary Hermogenes 
Ebdane Jr. said the program would help ad- 
dress the problem of unemployment. 

Jobs creation adviser and newly appointed 
Presidential Management Staff chief Arthur 
Yap said the undertaking would complement 
other job-generation programs. ` 


Emergency employment 

"Emergency employment is very much need- 
ed. Thisis in tandem with the other pump-prim- 
ing job creation programs that are being under- 
taken," Yap said at the MOA signing. 

PNP Director General Arturo Lomibao saw 
another benefit. 

"This will reduce street crimes and the num- 
ber of people joining rallies, who are paid to 
participate in them, because they will now have 
jobs,” said Lomibao, who has been involved in 
dispersing mass protests against the President. 
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‘Congress delaying Marcos fun 


By Nelson F Flores 


PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON 
Good Government Commissioner Ri- 
cardo Abcede blamed Congress and 
its preoccupation with the "Hello Gar- 
ci" wiretapping scandal for the gov- 
ernment’s failure to compensate hu- 
man rights victims of the Marcos 
regime. 

Tn an interview with reporters af- 
ter attending a hearing at the Sandi- 
ganbayan on Friday, Abcede said the 
sum of P8 billion has lain idle in the 
National Treasury for over a year 
now. 

He said the law that would enable 
the government to release the money to 
the 10,000 human rights vic- 
tims—claimants remained stuck in the 
legislative dockets. 

"The money is there. Pero itong 
Kongreso natin, bakit puro Garci in- 
vestigation? Wala namang patutun- 
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guhan yan. Ito, this is something con- 
crete na makabubuti sa ating mga 
mahihirap na kababayan. Dapat 
ipasa na nila ang batas para maibigay 
na ang pera sa mga victims ng human 

its violations (But our Congress 
has been preoccupied with the Garci 
investigation. That will not lead to 
anything. While this is something 
concrete that will benefit our poor 
countrymen. They should pass the 
law so the funds could be released to 
the victims of human rights viola- 
tions),” Abcede said. 


Iil-gotten wealth 

Under RA 6657 or the Comprehen- 
sive Agrarian Reform Law, the pro- 
ceeds of all ill-gotten wealth of the 
Marcoses and their associates recov- 
ered by the PCGG were supposed to go 
to the government's land reform pro- 
gram. 

Meanwhile, Abcede rebuked Ak- 
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bayan Rep. Loretta Ann Rosales for ob- 
jecting to his initiative to pursue a com- 
promise with the family of former Presi- 
dent Ferdinand Marcos. 

"Labag ba sa batas ang ginagawa ko? 
(Is what am doing against the law?) 
There is a Supreme Court directive en- 
couraging amicable settlement of cases 
like this. Napakahaba na ng panahon 
ang inabot ng mga kasong ito. (So much 
time has been spent on these cases). 
The government has spent so much 
money in litigating these cases and 
there is stil no end in sight. Battle of at- 
trition ba ang gusto natin? (Do we want 
abattleofattrition?)," Abcede asked. 

‘Abcede expressed the belief that for- 
mer first lady Imelda Marcos was sin- 
cere in her desire to bring closure to the 
Marcos cases. 

"We have met one-on-one and I felt 
her sincerity. She is a very old woman. I 
believe that at this point, she only 
wants peace and to leave a different 


oa PME 


ds’ release’: 


legacy to the Filipino people. Let history 
judge her. As I have said, I would prefer" 
to get Imelda's millions for the people 
rather than have the chance to slit her” 
throat,” Abcede said. 


Compro! talks 

Abcede, however, admitted that only 
the camp of Mrs. Marcos has been in— 
volved in the compromise talks with the 
PCGG so far while the three Marcos 
children—Ilocos Norte Rep. Imee Mar- 
cos, Ilocos Norte Gov. Ferdinand ‘Bong 
bong Marcos Jr. and Irene Marcos- 
Araneta—have yet to get in touch. 

^| am hoping that eventually, they 
will come to us. However, for now, Imel- 
dais the family's chief negotiator. As the 
widow of the late President Marcos, she 
is entitled to 50 percent of her hus- 
band's estate and has a percentage of 
what went to her children. Whatever 
she says will hold sway (with the fami- 
ly)," he said. 
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‘CHEd to ask schools to hold off increases 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


to ask schools to limit their tuition. 
increases to 3 or 4 percent, he said. 
"President Arroyo called me up. 
asking if I could talk to colleges 
and universities into suspending 
tuition increases .. or if they 
could limit it to 3 or 4 percent," 
Puno told reporters the other day. 
He said private schools had the 
option to increase their tuition pro- 
vided the hike did not exceed the na- 
tional inflation rate of 7.6 percent. 
Under CHEd Memorandum Or- 


‘By Alcuin Papa 


THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER 
Education (CHEd) will try to talk 
private colleges and universities 
‘out of implementing tuition hikes 
this school year. 
. But CHEd Chair Dr Carlito Puno 
Said this would be difficult since tu- 
ition had been deregulated and 
colleges and universities were au- 
tonomous as provided by law. 

‘The best he could do would be 


der No. 14, private universities 
and colleges are allowed to in- 
crease tuition provided the in- 
crease is below the inflation rate 
If the increase is more than the in- 
flation rate, the school will have to 
conduct public consultations and 
seek the approval of the CHEd. 
Earlier, Puno said that 99 High- 
er Education Institutions (HED), 
or 70 percent of private universi- 
ties and colleges in the National 
Capital Region (NCR), had filed 
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Correction 
IN THE MAY 7 ISSUE, an Entertainment 
story on Page A3-7—“Voltes V' is back 
with all-star 'cast"—misspelled the 
name of one of the celebrity voice tal- 
ents. The correct spelling of the voice tal- 
ents name is Ricci—not Richie—Chan. 
Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors in writing to the Day 
Desk Philippine Daily Inquire PDI Bulding 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Sreet, 
Makati City fax Nos. 697-47:99/94; email 
address: daydesk @inquirer.com.ph. 
‘Complaints about lack of fairness cr objec- 
ivy may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read. 
Gre advocate, email address: readersadvo- 
Scre@inguireccom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47- 
93/94, Arm: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
umber is 897 8808 Local 342. 


petitions seeking tuition increas- 
es for the school year 2006-2007. 


Puno said Congress should en- 
act a law that would properly ad- 
dress the problem of yearly tuition 


The National Union of Stu- 
dents of the Philippines (NUSP) 


Macapagal-Arroyo for failing to 


on household budgets. 


ications were-still un- 


private tertiary level. 


Puno and President 


yearly tuition hikes 


which they said had taken a toll 


In Ormoc City, Acting Education. 
Secretary Fe Hidalgo said the De- 
partment of Education (DepEd) 
was expecting an enrollment of at 
least 20 million for both public and 
private schools this coming June. 
The figure was 2 million higher 
than last year's enrollment of 18 
million, Hidalgo said on Friday. 
She said enrollment days for 
school year 2006-2007 would be 


held two weeks before the school 
‘opening in 4,000 private and 38,000 
public schools in the country. 

She said DepEd was trying its 
best to address perennial problems 
such as shortage of teachers, class- 
rooms, books, chairs and desks, 

“We're hurrying up the school 
buildings because the President 
[initiated] the release of P500 
million for classrooms," Hidalgo 
told the Inqumen. With Vicente S. 
Labro, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Soft drink firms dared 
to pull soda from schools 


A MILITANT STUDENT GROUP HAS CHAL- 
Jenged giant beverage and food companies in 
the country to follow the recent initiative of ma- 
jor American soft drink makers and pull out 
their sugared soft drinks from schools. 
Kabataan Party vice president Carl Marc 
Ramota said cases of obesity among school 
children were reaching "alarming" propor- 
tions. He attributed the problem to lack of 
physical activities or exercise among children 
and the easy accessibility to unhealthy food, 


"Unfortunately, our schools and the De- 
partment of Education (DepEd) do not con- 
duct strict monitoring of what the students 
are actually eating," Ramota said. 

He criticized the DepEd for entering into a 
partnership with a popular beverage compa- 
ny to deliver textbooks to schools throughout 
the country last year. 

Ramota said this made it easier for the soft 
drink company to promote and sell its prod- 
ucts to public schools nationwide. 
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“We are a tropical country, There are so 
many alternative healthy drinks and food 
products that can be sold in schools in place of 
synthetic and unhealthy foodstuff. DepEd and 
the government should take this one seriously 
and act now before the problem reaches gi- 
gantic proportions,” he said. 

Ramota said the promotion of a healthy 
lifestyle, strict regulations on the part of the 
DepEd and the cooperation of the beverage 
industry and other food companies could re- 
verse the alarming trend of obesity. 

He cited recent news reports that Coca-Co- 
la, PepsiCo, Cadbury Schweppes, and other 
members of the American Beverage Associa- 
tion were pulling out all sugared soft drinks 
from US schools. 

Ramota also cited a 2002 study conducted 
by the Asian Food Information Center on 
weight problems among Asian urban chil- 
dren. The study revealed that one in every 
four children was overweight or obese. The 
survey was based on interviews with 1,815 
children aged 10 to 12 years old in Manila 
and other Asian cities. 

The group said that although it had been 
reported that there was a sharp rise in the 
number of Filipinos going hungry, there was 
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also the parallel problem of obesity among 
Filipino children and students. Alcuin Papa. 


Not a good day 
for suspected 
Yakuza at Naia 


By Nikko Dizon 


A SUSPECTED YAKUZA GANG MEMBER 
missed his altar date—and was forced to spend 
his birthday at the airport besides—after immi- 
gration officials barred him from the country. 

Kenichi Higasa of Kanagawa, Japan, 
turned 38 years old last Thursday, the day he 
arrived in the Philippines and the day he was 
to marry his Filipino girlfriend Vivian, an in- 
terpreter told reporters, 

But things didn't turn out as planned for 
the would-be groom who arrived atthe Ninoy 
‘Aquino International Airport (Naia) at 1 p.m. 
‘on Japan Airlines flight 741 from Tokyo. 

At the airport, immigration profilers pulled 
him aside for questioning. 

They found a mean-looking colored dragon 
tattooed on Higasa's right arm. 

Immigration off- 
cials explained that a 
dragon tattoo on the 
arm, tattooed dots on 
the hand and missing 
fingers were the 
“trademarks” of a 
Yakuza gang member. 

The Yakuza is a 
feared Japanese un- 
derworld gang in- 
volved in numerous 
criminal enterprises 
spanning the globe. 
Erring members have 
a finger sliced off for 
offenses against the 
organization. 

Higasa argued that 
he had been allowed 
entry into the Philip- 
pines just last March. 

Upset, he report- 
edly punched the 
wall of the immigra- 
tion office 

To make matters 
worse, he missed the 
JAL ' turnaround 
flight he was sup- 
posed to take back to 
Japan after he was 
denied entry. 

Higasa ended up 
sleeping at the airport 
as he waited for the 
next available fight 
to Japan on Friday. 
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Department of Tourism. 


Decked out in native finery, participants in the Intramuros Santacruzan pass through 
Fort Santiago as they parade around the Walled City last night. The procession, a 
highlight of May folk celebrations throughout the country, 


was sponsored by the 


CALAMBA CITY—NINETEEN MEN, IN- 
cluding two of the most wanted drug 
pushers in Calabarzon, were arrested af- 
ter members of the Special Operations 
Group (SOG) of the Laguna police raid- 
ed a suspected "shabu tiangge” 
(methamphetamine hydrochloride “fiea 
market") in Lumban, Laguna, yesterday. 

Supt. Ricardo Villanueva, SOG 
chief, said his group raided three 
houses in Barangay Maytalang Uno in 
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Batangas 
padlocks 


SAN PASCUAL, BATANGAS—FOR 
five days now, residents here have 
had no access to the municipal 
building afer Mayor Mario 
Magsaysay Jr. had it shut down 
following a Batangas courts dec- 
aration that a rival had actually 
beat him in the May/2004 elec- 

ion, 7 . 

last Tuesday Judge Ruben 

 Galvez ofthe Batangas Regional 

eral Court ruled that Antonio Di- 
mayuga, who had contested 

- Magsaysays proclamation, was 
the rightful winner of the may- 
oral race. 

^(T)he proclamation of the 
proteste Mario Magsaysay Jr. is 
hereby annulled and set aside. 
‘The protestee is directed to va- 
cate and desist from further per- 
forming the function of the Office 
of the Mayor of (San Pascual),” 
Galvez said. 

‘About 200 supporters of 
Magsaysay and Dimayuga gath- 
ered at the town hall on Wednes- 
day when the court sheriff tried 
to implement the writ of execu- 
tion from Galvez. 

But angry supporters of 
Magsaysay blocked the sheriff 
and prevented Dimayuga's sup- 
porters from entering the build- 
ing. 

Subsequently, Magsaysay or- 
dered his men to padlock all the 
four entrances to the hall, creat- 
ing tension in the town. 

Insp. Romeo de los Reyes, San 
Pascual police chief, said he de- 
ployed some 60 policemen to en- 
sure peace and order in the 


mayor 
town hall 


premises 

He said Task Force Bantay San 
Pascual was also set up to prevent 
a possible confrontation between 
the supporters of the rival politi 
cians. 

On Friday, the Inquirer tried to 

interview Magsaysay who had 
holed- up inside his office begin- 
ning Wednesday. But his support- 
ers who were guarding the pad- 
locked door prevented journalists 
from getting inside. 

After a few minutes, 
Magsaysay's secretary finally al- 
lowed the journalists to enter the 
town hall. She said that despite 
the tension, it was business-as- 
usual in all the offices. 

‘But she admitted that the de- 
livery of social services had been 
adversely affected by the row. 

A resident, who had traveled 
for over an hour to have her son's 
birth registered, got irked when 
she was told that she could not 
enter the town hall. 

“What kind of a municipal hall 
is this? Why must they padlock 
the premises and prevent the en- 
try of people? They must not in- 
volve us in the fray,” she cried out 
in anger. 

Dimayuga, meanwhile, had 
camped out with around 50 of his 
supporters in a nipa hut at the 
back of the municipal hall. 

Dimayuga, a former ally of 
Magsaysay, said he did not want 
violence to erupt and the issue 
could be resolved peacefully and 
amicably. Marlon Ramos, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Truly, I say to you, anyone who does 
not enter the sheepfold by the gate, but climbs in some other way, is a 
thief and a robber. But the shepherd of the sheep enters by the gate. 
‘The keeper opens the gate to him and the sheep hear his voice; he calls 
each of his sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought 
out all his own, he goes before them and the sheep follow him for they 
know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, rather they will run 
away from him because they don't recognize a stranger's voice.” 

“Jesus used this comparison, but they did not understand what he 
was saying to them. 

So Jesus said, “Truly, say to you, Lam the gate of the sheep. All who 
came were thieves and robbers, and the sheep did not hear them. 1 am 
the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved; he will go in and 
out freely and find food. 

“The thief comes to steal and kill and destroy, but I have come that 
they may have life, life in all its fullness.” 

Commentary 

"The Church is growing and breaking borders and boundaries for the 
Spirit cannot be contained in old ways, traditions, customs, or to Just one 
people. The gift of the Spirit Is given as God wills. The Shepherd, the 
Sheepgate is Jesus-the Word of God made flesh—and whoever hears his 
voice and follows after him, belongs to the fold, the Church. This isthe 

+ Word of God who is Jesus, who comes "rhat all might have life and have it 
to the full." There s room in the fold for everyone. 

Claretian Publications Inc., 8 Mayumi St, UP Village, Diliman, Que- 
zon City, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tél: 921-3984; Fax: 
921-7429; Femail: cci@claret.org; Websites: — hutp://wnvw-bible. 
Glaret.org (Claretian Publications Inc.) & http://missionariesclaret.org 
(Claretians in the Philippines) 
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Lumban at around 11:30 am. after 
almost a month of surveillance. 

He said residents had complained 
to the police that shabu was being 
sold openly in one of the houses. 

‘Among those arrested were Benjamin 
Lakbay, 52, and his son Reynaldo, 30, 
alias Popeye, both on the watch list of 
suspected drug pushers of the anti-illegal 
drugs unit of the Calabarzon police, 

Benjamin had a warrant of arrest 


19 nabbed in Laguna ‘shabu tianggg’ 


for slight physical injuries, while the 
younger Lakbay was listed as the 
most wanted drug peddler in LumBan 
and named in a warrant of arrest for 
illegal possession of firearms issiled 
by the Sta. Cruz Regional Trial Couht.. 

Recovered from the two were a Still 
‘undetermined amount of shabu, a .357 
pistol, a .38-cal. revolver, ammunition 
and drug paraphemalia. Marlon 
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? Australia sets job fair 


THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY IS 
holding a job fair in Manila for Fil 


Australian Ambassador to the 
Philippines Tony Hely said Friday 
ipino professionals and skilled work- a life "free from discrimination" 
erson May 17 and 18, inline withits awaited successful applicants in 
migration program that opens up his country. 

tens of thousands of obs for recruits Interested job seekers will be told 
fromaround theworld each year, the fairs venue after they register 
with the embassy, ac- 
y oiei mission's 
media oficer Kiel En- 
tique They can log on 


migousu/skileepes 
| for more information, 
or contact Skills Expo 
Information line at tel. 
845.9200 or visit the 
| Australian Embassy 
website at wwwphilip- 
pines embassygovau, 
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‘The two-day Skilled 
Migration Expo specifi- 
cally targets migrants 
with skills considered to 
be in “shortage” in Aus- 
tralia, the embassy said. 

“Australia operates a 
global and nondiscrim- 
inatory migration poli- 
cy" Hely said, stressing 
that “an applicants na- 
tionality, ethnic origin, 
sex, race and religion 
play no part in deter- 
mining eligibility” 

The estimated 
200,000 Filipinos living 
in Australia today are 
‘one of the most produc- 
tive immigrant sectors 
in his county, he 
added. Volt Contreras 
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Rivermaya wins MTV Asia award 


Frompage Al 


and former member of the Grammy-winning 
trio Destiny's Child, 

According to band manager Lizza 
Nakpil, Rivermaya's performance had an 
"overwhelming response and was singled 
out for praise" from a lineup that included 
Korn, Hoobastank, Daniel Powter and Row- 
land. 

MTV Japan's managing director Peter 
Bulland described Rivermayss perfor- 
mance as “world-class at the level of perfor- 
mances on any stage in the United States or 
Europe.” 

In its acceptance speech, Rivermaya dedi- 
cated its trophy to “all the bands and fans 
who have all worked so hard together to 
make 2006 another great year for Filipino 
music.” 


One for Philippines 

“This one is for the Philippines,” Blanco 
said in an MTV interview before he went on 
stage to perform with his group. 

Rivermaya also holds the distinction of be- 
ing the only group to win the Favorite Group 
award from MTV Philippines for three 
years—2002, 2003 and 2005. 

‘The group arrived in Bangkok on May 3 
and will return to the Philippines on May 9. 

The MTV Asia Awards took place at the 
5,000-capacity theater of the Siam Paragon in 
Bangkok. 

"The audience was composed of music in- 
dustry professionals, media, record label rep- 
resentatives as well as fans from across the re- 
gion,” said Nakpil. 

On Sunday night, Rivermaya performed in 
an exclusive club at the RCA entertainment 
strip in Bangkok, the band manager said. 


Special award 
“They have been offered additional play 
dates due to the overwhelming demand for 


tickets,” she told the InquiRER. 

R&B superstars Destiny's Child, which re- 
cently disbanded after a string of chart-top- 
ping hits, won a special achievement award 
for its contribution to international pop mu- 
sic. 

Rowland, who accepted the award on Sat- 
urday night on behalf of the group, then 
thrilled about 4,600 fans with the first-ever 
live performance of her upcoming debut solo 
single, "Gotsta Go.” 

Rowland and her ex-bandmates, Beyonce 
Knowles and Michelle Williams, disbanded 
last year to pursue solo careers, but their MTV 
Asia Special Achievement in Music award was 
warranted for their contribution to the music 
world and their immeasurable impact on pop. 
culture," MTV Asia said in a statement on its 
website. 

Canadian singer-songwriter Powter 
was among an array of Western and Asian 
stars who took the stage in Bangkok. 
Powter showed off his piano skills with a 
tender rendition of his worldwide smash 
ballad “Bad Day,” which spent five weeks 
at No. 1 in the United States earlier this 
year. 

"East meets West” was the theme for some 
performances. Thai hip-hoppers Thaitanium 
jammed with British pop heartthrob Simon 
Webbe, who won an award for Favorite 
Breakthrough Artist, to showcase his new sin- 
gle "No Worries." 


"Twisted Transistor" 

American rockers Korn, who kicked off 
the awards ceremony with a scorching per. 
formance of their hit "Twisted Transistor," 
took the trophy for Favorite Video for that 
song. 

Other winners, determined by MTV 
viewers in Asia who voted through the In- 
ternet and cell phone text messages, in- 
cluded Green Day for Favorite Rock Act, 
Ricky Martin for Favorite Male and Kelly 
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Clarkson for Favorite Female. 

Vicki Zhao was named Favorite Artist for 
China, while Twins was deemed Hong Kong's 
most popular act. 

Other regional winners were Jal for India, 
Peterpan for Indonesia, Se7en for Korea, 
Mawi for Malaysia, Taufik Batisah for Singa- 
pore, Wang Leehom for Taiwan and Tata 
Young for Thailand. 

The MTV Asia awards show was broadcast 
to over 400 million households across the re- 
gion over the weekend, organizers said. 

Last years MTV Asia Awards, also held in 
Thailand, doubled as an international 
fundraising concert for relief work in Asian 
countries devastated by the Dec. 26, 2004, 
tsunami disaster. With an AP report 
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Batasan 5 


From page Al 
bloody” for the Arroyo administra- 
tion if the police arrested them. 

‘The five made the decision to 
give up House protection after a 
Makati court rejected an adminis- 
tration attempt to include them 
and 40 other people in the rebel- 
lion charge originally filed against 
fellow lawmaker Rep. Crispin Bel- 
tran of Anakpawis and rebel sol- 
dier 1st Lt. Lawrence San Juan. 

“In view of the order of the re- 
gional trial court denying the 
amended information filed by the 
DOJ (to include the lawmakers in 
the rebellion case), the DOJ ad- 
vises the secretary of the DILG 
and the PNP to allow the Batasan 
5 to leave the House freely and 
without intervention,” Gonzalez 
said in his order, which he read to 
the Numen. 

But he said the order was 
"without prejudice to any legal 
actions that we will take in the 
next few days.” 

Gonzalez admitted that it was 
his “call” but that he had the con- 
sensus of the NSC. 


Call from JDV 

The lawmakers were given 
protective custody by the House 
after the PNP threatened to arrest 
them for alleged involvement in 


e 


the plot to overthrow President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Gonzalez said that before the 
NSC meeting, he got a call from 
Speaker Jose de Venecia who told 
him that the House had decided to 
release the lawmakers from its cus- 
tody and tum them over to the PNE 

“But we decided here (at the 
NSC meeting), considering the 
present legal impasse ... there is a 
gap that's got to be filled, which is 
either to insist on arresting these 
people or let them go,” Gonzalez 
said in an interview. 

“Anyway, we can always rear- 
rest them once we have secured a 
(court) reconsideration.” 


ain 


No case aie » 
“Technically, there appears to be Department of Justice in Manila. 
no case against them," Gonzalez against the Batasan 5. 
added.: -~ Gonzalez admitted the results of 
While the government could the DOJ actions could take a few 
“bring back the issue of rebellion days, especially if the Makati RTC 
being continuing crime, we de- reraffled the case. 
cided not to invoke that,” he sai 
Gonzalez said the DOJ would TRO sought 
file today a motion to inhibit from Anyway, he said, his office was 
the case the Makati judge who de- still awaiting the outcome of a 
nied the deparement’s amended in- Court of Appeals case that the 
formation seeking to include the group had filed against the DOJ. 
The Batasan 5 are seeking a tem- 


Batasan 5 in the rebellion case. 
At the same time, the DOJ will porary restraining order againsta 
file either a motion for reconsid- DOJ move to conduct a prelimi- 
nary investigation of their case. 


eration or a new information 


said. 


From page Al 
sion was “a triumph not only of 
the Batasan 5 but of every Fil- 
ipino who believes in freedom, 
justice and the rule of law.” 

“Malacafiang backtracked out 
of fear that the people won't take 
the desecration of our rights sit- 
ting down,” Casifio said. 

Before the administration an- 
nounced that it was relaxing its 
position, Bayan Muna Rep. Satur 
Ocampo said that today would 
have been “a day of reckoning for 
the Arroyo government.” 

“The Arroyo government will 


Bayan Muna and Liza Maza of 
Gabriela sought protection at the 
Batasan on Feb. 27 after the De- 
partment of Justice accused them 
of rebellion and the police threat- 
ened to arrest them. 

‘The legal basis for their threat- 
ened arrest collapsed last week 
when Makati Judge Jenny Lind De- 
lorino rejected the inclusion of the 
five and more than 40 other people 
in an earlier rebellion complaint 
filed by the government against 
Rep. Crispin Beltran. 

‘The militant lawmakers have 
lined up a flurry of activities to cel- 
ebrate their “big day” today, in- 
cluding a Mass at the House grotto, 
a thanksgiving lunch with the 
House Legislative Security Bureau, 
which has provided thein security 
since Feb. 27, and a family day. 

House Majority Leader Pros- 
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pero Nograles said the five law- 
makers were now free as birds. 

"This is long overdue. Their 
continued stay under House pro- 
tective custody has not augured 
well for the militant and princi- 
pled advocacy they are supposed 
to represent, especially when cas- 
es of rebellion have been dis- 
missed (already)," said Nograles, 
speaking for the ruling adminis- 
tration coalition in the House. 

"The House resolution on their 
custody ends either upon dis- 
missal or the issuance of warrants 
of arrest,” said Nograles- 


Call on the public 

Earlier, Ocampo challenged 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
and Philippine National Police Di- 
rector General Arturo Lomibao to 
produce valid courtissued war- 


violates the law, how it treats the 
citizens’ right to due process, and 
how it confronts political oppo- 
nents and critics," said Ocampo. 
Ocampo, Mariano, Casifio and 
fellow lawmakers Joel Virador of 
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_ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


THE Batasan 5 lock arms during a recent appearance at the 


Gonzalez said President Arroyo, 
‘whois in Saudi Arabia, had already 
talked to Executive Secretary Ed- 
uardo Ermita about the issue of the 
Batasan 5 and that she had asked 
Ermita to consult with him. 

"The President is leaving the 
decision to the NSC," Gonzalez 


The President's political advis- 
er, Gabriel Claudio, said the mat- 
ter was a "legal issue more than 
anything else." 

“But we are guided by the as- 
sessment of the DOJ secretary" 


rants of arrest if they would insist 
on arresting them. 

“Do not dare violate the recent 
Supreme Court decision against 
warrantless arrests. Do not be 
used by the Arroyo administra- 
tion for its vindictive drive to po- 
litically persecute and repress 
us,” he said. 

‘Ocampo called on the public to 
monitor their departure from the 
Batasan, or “better, to show sup- 
port” for their cause. 

He said that the President 
should be held accoüntable for 
“misusing and misleading the jus- 
tice system as a means to perse- 
cute political activists, critics and 
dissenters.” 

Under the plan earlier drawn up 
by the militants, opposition mem- 
bers of Congress would escort the 
five lawmakers as they walk out of 


Claudio said in a phone interview. 
Lomibao attended the NSC 


meeting. 


Before the meeting, Gonzalez in- 


timated to the INQUIRER 


considering the possibility of letting 


the Batasan 5 go free. 


“I was just thinking that the 
reason for this attempt (to leave 
the Batasan complex) is the me- 
dia. They want a dramatization. 
If they are arrested, 
lapped up by the media,” he said 


ina phone interview. 


Media frenzy 


"Tm sure there will 


amoro 
consequence unless 


bring in the Marines.” 
would be no spectacle 
dia. 

the story will be dead" he said. 
No need to dance: 


costly for the admini 


said he did not have 
every taunt thrown at! 


“A victory march, not a day of reckoning 


the Batasan complex 


Bagong Alyansang 


Batasan this morning. 


Fernando Hicap, chair 


malakaya ng Pilipinas. 


Before the administration an- 


nounced that it woul 


rial in the IngumeR against me. 
ABS-CBN will attack me,” he said. 
“I don't think there's any other 


Gonzalez added that if the law- 
makers were not artested, there 


“IfI let them go, after two days 


 Conimentirig or Casifio's state- 
ment that it would bé politically 


arrest the Batasan 5, Gonzalez 


them to the throngs of supporters 
expected to gather outside. 


A happy homecoming 


secretary general Renato Reyes 
Jr said hundreds of militants 
Were expected to troop to the 


“We will make sure that this will 
become a successful homecoming 
political party among street parlia- 
mentarians outside the gate of the 
House of Representatives," said 


bansang Lakas ng Kilusang Ma- 


Batasan 5 to freely leave the legis- 
lature, Sen. Joker Arroyo warned 
the administration that it would 


MONDAY, MAY 8, 2006 


“Anybody can whistle, but 1 
don’t have to dance to their tune. 
Do you dance every time there is 
music?” he said. 

He also said that an unpopular 
decision was not necessarily a 
‘wrong one. 

Gonzalez also wamed the par- 
tyis representatives against daring 
the government to lock them up. 

"They should not taunt me. 1 
have the law on my side,” he said. 

Gonzalez also pointed out 
Makati Judge Jenny Lind Delori- 
no's decision not to admit the 
amended information including 
the five lawmakers in the rebellion. 
case only meant that she wanted 
the department to file a separate 
case, 


that he was 


it will be 


bean edito- 


they can ‘ 
Case still open 

“The judge did not acquit 
them,” he said. 

Contacted last night, PNP 
spokesperson Senior ' Supt. 
Samuel Pagdilao said he had not 
yet been told of the NSC decision. 
i Earlier in the day, he confirmed. 
d that top security officials had been 

holding an emergency meeting to 
discuss the government's plan of 
action regarding the Batasan 5. 

The congressmen had insisted 
they could not be arrested with- 
outa court warrant. 


for the me- 


istration to 


to react to 
him. 


and deliver end up ditching a long-standing 
state policy exhorting leftist lead- 
ers to join mainstream politics if 
it insisted on detaining the mili- 
tant lawmakers. 

Arroyo said that for over 50 
years, the government had adopt- 
ed a policy of persuading leftist 
elements “to abandon the armed 
struggle and instead join the par- 
iamentary struggle in their cam- 
paign for reforms.” 

“Now that the leftists are par- 
ticipating in the parliamentary 
system positively and actively, we 
would wreck that policy by charg- 
ing and detaining their represen- 
tatives and thereby depriving 
their leftist constituency of repre- 
sentation in Congress," Arroyo 
said ina statement. With reports 
from Blanche S. Rivera, TJ Bur- 
‘gonio and DJ Yap 


Makabayan 


of the Pam- 


id allow the 


RP, Thai high courts check ... 
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though elected, are run by autocratic leaders 
uninhibited by strong parliamentary opposi- 
tions. 

The latest Philippine Supreme Court deci- 
sion declared illegal Ms Arroyo's acquisition 
of powers to issue decrees in implementing 
her declaration of national emergency on Feb. 
24. 

Weak opposition 

The key roles of the high courts in both 
countries in checking authoritarian trends 
underline the weakness of opposition parlia- 
mentary parties in acting as countervailing 
force to executive concentration of powers. 

Although the main Thai opposition parties, 
through their boycott, have succeeded in driv- 
ing Thaksin out of office, the issue in the Thai 
crisis is deeper and more fundamental than 
that. 

It is about whether Thaksin's resignation 
and the invalidation of the April 2 snap elec- 
tion system would resolve the crisis, which 
had concerned the king so much. He feared 
that the celebration of his 60th anniversary 
on the throne in June would be marred by the 
prolonged constitutional crisis 

How the Thai Constitutional Court resolves 
this issue should be of interest to Filipinos 
who have been agitating for Ms Arroyo's res- 
ignation and snap elections to resolve their 
constitutional impasse. This stemmed from 
the legitimacy issue rocking the Arroyo ad- 
ministration for nearly a year over allegations 
she manipulated the results of the 2004 elec- 
tion. To the anti-Arroyo forces, resignation 
and snap elections are the two issues that de- 
fine the mantra of their campaign to unseat 
her, 


Rare intervention 

In directing the constitutional judges to re- 
solve the impasse, the Thai king made a rare 
direct intervention in politics after declaring 
the April 2 election boycotted by the main op- 
position parties “undemocratic.” 

The king, however, turned down an opposi 
tion demand to name a new prime minister. It 
was the first direct royal intervention since 
1992, when the king stepped in to end a 
bloody confrontation between "people pow- 
er” protesters and a military regime. That in- 


tervention marked the turning point of Thai. 


land todemocracy. —— en 


"The court was cofsididlg, oiu 


than a year after winning a second landslide, 
hoping it would defuse street protests accus- 
ing him of corruption and abuse of power and 
demanding his resignation. 

‘Thaksin's Thai RakThai Party won the polis 
with a reduced parliamentary majority, but 
his victory was undermined by an opposition 
boycott and a strong protest vote. Rather than 
ending the crisis, the election result intensi- 
fied it. 


Unable to convene 

The Thai Parliament was unable to con- 
vene and elect a new prime minister because 
the boycott left 40 of the parliament’s 500 
seats empty. Under Thai election law, parlia- 
ment cannot meet unless all the seats are 
filled. 

‘Although Thailand has held a round of by- 
elections since April 2, 14 seats remain va- 
cant. The Supreme Administrative Court, one 
of the three top courts, suspended a by-elec- 
tion on April 29, which was to fill the vacan- 
cies, after a finding that it "has been unconsti- 
tutionally organized." 

There's doubt that even if the April 29 by- 
election had been held, it would have re- 
solved the issue of filling all the seats and of 
making the results democratic, 

As pointed out by a BBC News report, 
"There is yet another dilemma facing Thai 
politicians, Because just one major party took 
part in the election, just one party will form 
the vast majority of the new government—a 
situation almost unheard of in a democratic 
country.” 


Renewed protests seen 

After the suspension of the April 29 by- 
election, the Constitutional Court now has 
to consider the option of annulling the 
snap election. The country is in a state of 
political paralysis while it awaits answers 
to the question of what happens when the 
30-day deadline for forming a government 
expires. 

Although Thaksin has resigned, he has 
handed over day-to-day administrative work 
to Deputy Prime Minister and Justice Minister 
Chidchai Vanasatidya. 

‘The opposition parties and the leader of the 
anti-Thaksin protests, Democrat Party leader 
Abhisit Vejjajiva, have pledged to take part in 
new elections. "Whatever the court's results, 
‘we'will be ready for it. If we have to launch an 
“eléctign campaign we will be ready.” 
The: opposition parties said, however, that 


lodged by university law professors who &tvs winning the new election would be difficult 


gued that the April 2 snap election and a fol 

low-up vote on April 23 were framed áf a ref- 

erendum to endorse the regime of Thoksin 

and so were "not democratic! «5:2. 
"Thaksin called the snap elei 


S, given the lack of resources for a large cam- 
Y palgn: Whether or not Thaksin would run for 
-prime minister in fresh election, what seems 
;, tertuin s hs reentry in politics would bring 
- back protests in the streets, ` : 
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STUNT artist David Blaine, immersed in an 8-foot sphere filled with 
‘water, waves to visitors observing his latest stunt—spending a week 
the sphere—in the plaza of New York's Lincoln Center. 


Water, water, for a week, 
no solid food for Blaine 


Frompage Al 
involves living for seven days in 
an eight-foot sphere of water in 
the reflected majesty of the 
Metropolitan Opera house and 
the sits other august perfor- 
mance halls. 

Blaine, whose previous stunts 
include encasing himself in a 
block of ice for 62 hours, standing 
atop an 80-foot pole for 35 hours 
and burying himself in a plexi- 
glass coffin for seven days with- 
Out food or water, seems to love 
nothing more than making a 
spectacle of himself 

Since about 1 pm. on Monday 
last week, Blaine has been living 
underwater and breathing through 
an air tube, taking in only Gatorade 
and other liquid nutrients. 

Already pruny but otherwise in 
decent health, Blaine is sched- 
uled to stay in his aquarium until 
about 9:30 p.m. on Monday this 
"week, when he will be taken from 
the water, locked in chains and 
placed back in the tank. 

Then he will simultaneously 
try to escape from the chains and 
break the world record for hold- 
ing one's breath, currently eight 


minutes and 58 seconds. All of it 
on live television, as part of a 
two-hour ABC special. 

If the performance seems a bit 
out of character for the environs 
of Placido Domingo, Yo-Yo Ma 
and Suzanne Farrell, Blaine's feat 
could also be said to explore the 
boundaries of art and commerce, 
encompassing the cultures ob- 
session with reality television 
while also experimenting with 
the limits of human achievement. 

For a society growing tired of 
celebrities eating bugs and aspir- 
ing actors playing mind games on 
a deserted island, Blaine's placid- 
ly floating figure elevates specta- 
cle to a sort of performance art. 

"No one would analogize what 
David Blaine does to what occurs 
on our stages,” said Reynold Levy, 
the president of Lincoln Center. 

"But the emotions he evokes, 
the feelings he has engendered, 
are universal. He is doing to New 
Yorkers what almost no one can. 
Hes stopping them in their 
tracks. 1 look at their faces, and I 
see complete wonder and bewil- 
derment,” Levy added. New York 
Times News Service 
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_GMA’s Saudi mission—3 0’s 


From page Al 

Ms Arroyo flew yesterday to Riyadh from 
Macau, where she attended the wedding on 
Saturday of the stepdaughter of Speaker Jose 
de Venecia. 

In a departure statement from Macau is- 
sued by the Palace, Ms Arroyo said her 
four-day state visit to Saudi Arabia "aims to 
secure our energy supplies at a time of neces- 
sity, serve the welfare of our overseas work- 
ers, and forge the prospects of peace in Min- 
danao.” 

Ms Arroyo has a lean delegation that i 
cludes Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo, La- 
bor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas, Energy Sec- 
retary Raphael Lotilla and Trade Secretary Pe- 
ter Favila. Also on the trip are lawmakers led 
by Senate energy subcommittee chair Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago and her House counter- 
part, Rep. Alipio Cirilo Badelles. 

ress Secretary Ignacio Bunye said the pur- 
pose of the trip “could be summarized as the 
three O's—oil, OFWs and OIC.” 


Keeping oil prices down 

In her statement, Ms Arroyo said she 
would raise with Saudi officials the matter 
of “what we can do together with other en- 
ergy-producing nations to keep the supply 
of oil high and the price of oil down, as 
much as possible.” 

“As a developing nation, the Philippines is 
hit hard by the high price of oil, and I look to 
our Saudi friends to help us pioneer new and 
innovative ways to become energy indepen- 
dent," she said. 

Energy security is indispensable in the fight 
against poverty, she said. 


Peace in Mindanao 

Ms Arroyo said that in her meeting with 
King Abdullah, she would ask for his support. 
for Philippine observer status in the OIC to 
help bring peace to Mindanao. 

“The work of the king in helping to bring 
peace to the Muslim south of the Philippines 
will truly be a global milestone as we 
demonstrate to the world that christian and 
Muslim nations can stop and resolve war,” 
she said. 

‘About one million Filipinos work in Saudi 
Arabia and, with their dollar remittances, 
have been a major pillar of the country's econ- 
omy. 

But some of them grabbed headlines at 
home last month when two Filipinos arrest- 
ed in Jeddah reportedly admitted killing 
three of six compatriots who had been re- 
ported missing and whose disappearance 
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coincided with the discovery of chopped-up. 
body parts. 


Meeting Pinoy communities 

Bunye said Ms Arroyo was expected to 
meet with the Filipino communities in differ- 
ent Saudi cities. 

Ms Arroyo said she intended to look into 
the welfare of the Filipino workers. 

“Filipinos are proud of the work they do in 
the kingdom, and I share their desire to help 
build the megacities in that part of the world 
while they [take] resources home to help 
build shelter for their families and education 
for their children,” she said. 

But she reminded them that Filipinos “must 
be good visitors in any county where they 
work” 

“We shall fight for fairness and due process 
in their treatment, but we appeal for their 
strict obedience to the laws of the host nation, 
as we so demand of foreigners in our own 
land," she said. 

"The President and her party are scheduled 
to return home on May 11. 


Business in Kuwait. 

Foreign Secretary Romulo will also visit 
Kuwait this week to look into the situation of 
more than 100,000 Filipinos there and ex- 
plore "legal remedies" for two female workers 
who had been sentenced to death. 

Romulo will meet with the emir, the crown 
prince, the prime minister and the foreign 
minister. 

“In particular, I hope we can explore legal 
remedies that will address our concerns over 
Filipino nationals who have been meted capi- 
tal punishment,” he said in a statement. 


Runaway Filipinos 

One of the female OFWs is Marilou Ra- 
nario, according to Pedro Chan, an official of 
the DFA Office of the Undersecretary for Mi- 


AL 


grant Workers Affairs. B 
Ranario is a teacher from Surigao del Sur 
who was sentenced to death by a Kuwaiti 
court for allegedly stabbing and killing för 
employer last year. EX] 
Chan said the Philippine govertiment 
would also seek the possible repatriation"bf 
more than 200 runaway OFWs in Kuwait. ~ 
“at any given time, we have 200 to 250 rn-. 
aways. Every year, the emir (gives) free use of 
his jumbo jet for the repatriation of foreign 
workers," Chan said. ae 
Last year, some 200 OFWs were able to re- 
turn to the Philippines on the emir's 7477air? 
plane, Chan said. 


Renationalize Petron 

The militant fisherfolk alliance Pam- 
bansang Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya 
ng Pilipinas urged Ms Arroyo to discuss with 
Saudi Aramco oʻficials the government's pos- 
sible reacquisition of its 40 percent share in 
oil refiner Petron Corp. 

It said Ms Arroyo should discuss the re-na- 
tionalization of Petron to enable the govern- 
ment to more effectively soften the impact of 
high oil prices on consumers. 

Philippine National Oil Co, like Saudi Aram- 
co, owns 40 percent of the oil firm. The remain- 
ing 20 percent is held by the public. With re- 
ports from Nikko Dizon and Abigail L. Ho `™* 
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Prospect of hanging 


E ANYONE ‘STILL DOUBTS THE SERIOUSNESS 


dit the spying case facing Leandro Aragoncillo in the 

"United States, consider the circumstances that led to 
his admission of guilt. Aragoncillo, à naturalized Ameri- 
canicitizen who served in the Marine Corps, then in the 
offide of Vice President Al Gore and his successor Vice 
President Dick Cheney, and then as an intelligence ana- 
lyst'with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, pleaded 

a guilty to four charges—in order to es- 

EDITORIALS cape the death penalty. 

1 The first of the four charges, conspir- 
acy to transmit national defense information, is punishable 
by déath. But in the plea bargain he entered into with US 
authorities, Aragoncillo is looking at 15 to 20 years in 
prison. (The other charges are transmitting national de- 
fense information, unlawful retention of national defense 
information and unlawful use of a government computer.) 

Affording to documents filed before the US District 
Codist in Newark, New Jersey, Aragoncillo used his access 
to the White House and FBI information systems to pass on 
classified information to a clique of anti-Arroyo politicians, 
inclyding deposed President Joseph Estrada, former 
Speaker Arnulfo Fuentebella and Sen. Panfilo Lacson» 

lawyer defended his actions as an act of patriotis 
his sole intention to help the people of the Phi 


xoti threats to US military personnel in the Philippines.” 

Even though US government lawyers admit that the 
firsticharge did not result in the death of an intelligence 
soatce (the threshold violation that would have led to the 
electric chair), no one in the US government thinks that 
thé’spying case is any less important. Indeed, because the 
Bush. administration is itself reeling from accusations of 
masterminding or at least allowing intelligence leaks for 
political gain, we should expect the US government to 
prosecute this case to the utmost. 

In an almost perverse way, Aragoncillo's actions offer 
proof for those who have always waxed skeptical about 
any dual citizenship law. In their view, divided loyalties 
prove ultimately unpatriotic. 


Prospect of lynching 


OOR EDUARDO NACHURA. THE NEW SOLICI- 
tor general finds himself in the curious, perhaps 
ultimately untenable position of trying to stop a le- 

gatlynching. Immediately after ex-FBI analyst Leandro 
Aragoncillo pleaded guilty to four spying-related charges 
before a US court, our own secretary of justice waxed ec- 
static over the possibilities. With deposed President Estra- 
da; former Speaker Fuentebella and Senator Lacson i 
cluded in the case as “unindicted co-conspirators,” Secre- 
tary Raul Gonzalez said he was considering filing rebel- 
lion charges against the three politicians, Presidential 
Chief of Staff Michael Defensor, never shy about seizing 
thé political high ground, seconded the motion. 

Enter Nachura. On Saturday he counseled restraint. 
While Aragoncillo may be guilty of acts inimical to the 
Uriited States, he said, “we must determine whether it is 
also inimical to our own laws. 

‘there are perhaps different standards and different 
ways to look at this case,” he added. 

He also pointed out that Aragoncillo’s admission did 
not mean that the other members of the alleged conspira- 
cy were necessarily guilty. "Aragoncillo may have pleaded 
guilty but that does not necessarily mean that his plea of 
guiltwill bind others implicated in the case. It all depends 
on; what crimes they will be charged with." Or, indeed, 
whether an American citizen's crime of transmitting clas- 
sified information necessarily means a Filipino recipient 
isa criminal, too. 

Bur legal niceties have not stopped political operators 
like Gonzalez and Defensor from taking political advan- 
tageAbefore. We doubt if a legal nice guy like the hapless 
Ndehura can stop them now. 7 
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Salonga asks Palace to stop STL 


MEDIA OUTLETS ARE FULL OF REPORTS 
that jueteng is back with a vengeance in many 
parts of the Philippines. This can only mean 
that the Small Town Lottery of the Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office, which was de- 
signed to replace jueteng, has again failed. 

‘STL had been tried before, during the 
Aquino administration, but it turned out to be 
a resounding failure. It did not eradicate 
jueteng; it, in fact, only helped jueteng to pro- 
liferate; and only the STL operators and fi- 
nanciers—and some government offi- 
cials—made a lot of money. President Aquino 
stopped it as a “failed experiment.” 

Nevertheless, the PCSO is now experiment- 
ing with it—again, even in places that did not 
have jueteng before and where the people and 
local government, like in Quezon City, do not 
want STL, experimental or not. “Since jueteng 
is not allowed and does not exist in Quezon 
City" said Mayor Feliciano Belmonte, “there is 
mo reason why STL should be allowed to oper- 
até (in Quezon City).” 

But such is the shamelessness of gambling 
‘Spétatots that à private Company with a fran- 
chise to operate STL in Quezon City has the 
temerity to sue Belmonte, the chief of the city 
police and the head of the business permits di- 
vision for damages. Before anybody can oper- 
ate a business anywhere, he must first get a 
business permit from the mayor's office. 

The private company said it would lose the 
P11 million it paid the PCSO to get an STL 
franchise if it would not be allowed to operate 
in Quezon City. Well, it should run after the PC- 
SO if it wants to recover money or get a fran- 
chise in another place whose government and 
residents welcome STL. 

Former Senate President Jovito Salonga, the 
moving spirit behind Kilosbayan and its sister 
organization, Bantay Katarungan, has written 
a letter to Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita. 
expressing his groups opposition to STL. 

During his term, President Ramos launched. 
a Moral Recovery Program. Paradoxically, he 
embraced and sponsored online lotto, with the 
participation of a Malaysian company incorpo- 


THE PROBLEM IS NOT WITH THE SUPREME 
Court decisions, the problem is with the way 
Malacafang is spinning them. Theyve got 
more spin doctors per square inch there now 
than anywhere in the world— paid for by our 
taxes, of course—whose only job, done round 
the clock, is to give truth a lot of exercise: to 
stretch it to the limit, bend it out of shape and 
snap it like a fragile bone from overexertion. 

What did they say about the Supreme Court 
decision scrapping EO 464? It was a triumph for 
them because it upheld the right of public offi- 
cials not to appear in the congressional Question 
Hour. Who the hell cares about dragging officials 
to the Question Hour? The point was that the 
‘Court found iniquitous the idea of a (non-)Presi- 
dent preventing public officials from telling the 
world what they knew of her cheating in the last 
elections. The point was that the Court upheld 
the right of he Senate to summon the witnesses 
to aid legislation—no, to make legislation possi- 
ble at all—by making truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth the hallow ground for the 
‘Temple of Laws to be built on. 

What did they say about the Supreme Court 
decision scrapping calibrated preemptive re- 
sponse? They said it was a triumph for them 
cause it limited the rallies to certain public 
places and demanded sobriety in them. Who 
the hell was complaining about that? The point 
was that the Court found oppressive the idea of 
GMA herself and not the mayors, as the law de- 
mands, decreeing who may rally, where they 
may rally and how long they may rally. The 
point was that the Court found as an assault on 
democracy the idea that the police had a right to 
bludgeon the heads of demonstrators wherever 
they are, whenever they are and however they 
are, particularly with the gleefulness Vidal 
Querol and his un-merry men have shown. 

But, of course, Malacafiang will spin every- 
thing in its favor. This isa government that has 
added new dimensions to Orwellian 
Newspeak, something Querol has raised to 
sublime levels. Remember when he justified 
the manhandling of Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel 


As 1 See It 


Neal H. Cruz Pa) 


rated in the Philippines. Salonga recalled that 
the Malaysian company entered into a lease 
contract with the PCSO, which made the same 
pretext—the elimination of jueteng. 

“Outraged by the idea that government itself 
would engage in gambling,” Salonga recalled, 
"Kilosbayan went to the Supreme Court... 1994 
and won its first case in the divided court.” 

Now the PCSO is trying the same trick with 
STL. In his letter to Ermita, Salonga said STL, 
which will go nationwide, “is a crime against 
public morals, and punishable under the Re- 
vised Penal Code-Book Two, Title Six, Articles, 
195 and 196. The scheme, supposedly io get 


added revenue for the government, doés not" 


make it less condemnable sincè (1) it thé 
masses of our people who will bear the brunt of. 
subsidizing and paying for the operation; and 
(2) itis the government itself which should be 
the role model for all its citizens—that will be 
perpetuating the offense. 

“it is axiomatic,” he continued, “that the 
government, to be effective, should lead by ex- 
ample so it can deserve the people's trust and 
confidence. A government that engages in 
gambling, and profits by it, loses its moral au- 
thority and corrupts itself in the eyes of its own 
people. Our Supreme Court has consistently 
condemned gambling as ‘a national offense,’ 
not a mere minor transgression. 

“Given the weaknesses in the Filipino charac- 
ter—our lack of discipline, our lack of concern 
for the common good, and our weak work eth- 
ic—the wise observation of the Supreme Court 
in the case of El Debate v. Topacio bears special 
relevance and should be heeded by our people, 
especially our high officials,” Salonga continued. 

"Experience has shown,” said the high court, 
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THE RUB 
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asa solicitous effort by the goons who broke up 
their rally to prevent her from coming to 
harm? Fast learner, that one: He might yet get 
Ignacio Bunye's job. 

Comes now the Supreme Court decision on. 
1017. If Malacafiang can say the scrapping of 
EO 464 and CPR was a victory for them, can 
anyone seriously expect it not to claim so 
about a Court decision that upholds govern- 
ment's right to defend itself? 

Frankly, 1 can't understand why anyone 
should be dismayed by it. Its right there in the. 
Constitution. I've never had a problem with the 
idea. My first column (Feb. 27) after GMA de- 
clared 1017 began this way: “A government 
has the right to protect itself from a threat. But 
a government has no right to tyrannize the 
world to protect itself from that threat. GMA is 
not doing the first, she is doing the second. Her 
response to an attempt to unseat her by force is 
to become a dictator.” 

‘The Court clearly had the same perspective. It 
upheld her right to protect herself from a threat 
bur it condemned her move to tyrannize the 
world to protect herself from thar threat. It up- 
held her right to stop an attempt to unseat her by 
force but it condemned her bid to become a dic- 
tator using it as an excuse. The Court even called 
the onerous 1017 provisions a throwback to 
mardal law. What more do you want? It is the. 
perfect answer to a perfect idiocy. 

Finding victory where there is none and 
gloating about it is yet another one of Mala- 
cafiangs ruses to divide the ranks of its legions 
of enemies. Why fall into that trap? In fact, the 
Supreme Court has just handed GMA and co- 
horts a 3-0 defeat. Iis rulings on 464, CPR and 


“that the common forms of gambling are com- 
paratively innocuous when placed in contrast 
with the widespread pestilence of lotteries. The 
former are confined to a few people and places, 
but the latter infest the whole community, they 
enter every dwelling, they reach every class, 
they prey upon the hard-earned wages of the 
poor, they plunder the ignorant and simple.” 

“Tt is no accident that in places where gam- 
bling is openly encouraged by the govern- 
ment—whether in Nevada or in Atlantic City 
or in Macao, near Hong Kong—smuggling, or- 
ganized crime and prostitution are rampant, 
idleness and laziness widespread, corruption 
is endemic and the economy is stagnant,” Sa- 
longa said. "Gambling does not add one whit 
to a nation's productivity. The experience in 
these places teaches us one valuable les- 
son gambling creates only low-wage service 
jobs that eventually drag the country's econo- 
my down.” 

Regarding the charity projects of the PCSO 
and othel goverriment agencies, Salonga quot- 
ed the rebuttal of the NCCP: "Charity should 
néVer'becdnté’ thë occasibn fór criminality and 
should never be used to cover up immorali- ` 
ty—thereby giving rise to false hopes and an 
attitude of dependency” 

“itis our understanding,” he said, “that PC- 
SO has now been placed directly under the 
President. We, therefore, appeal to you (Ermi- 
ta), in the long-term interest of our people, to 
cease and desist from carrying out this illegal 
and immoral scheme to run and operate the 
STLon a nationwide basis. 

"Under Section 5 (a) of RA 6713, otherwise 
known as the Code of Conduct and Ethical 
Standards for Public officials, you and your of- 
fice are 'under the obligation to act promptly 
on letters and requests, such as this particular 
Jetter-request, ‘with fifteen (15) days from re- 
ceipt hereof? and ‘the reply must contain the 
action taken on the request.” 

The letter was sent April 3, 2006. On April 
10, Malacafiang sent a reply that "we are con- 
ducting a careful study of the issues and con- 
cerns raised in (the) letter.” 


1017 have pulled the legal rug out from under 
an attempted dictatorship. More than that, they 
have opened the door for the examination of 
the real problem, which is that GMA rigged the 
last elections, a door she has kept shut by pre- 
venting witnesses from witnessing, protesters 
from protesting and democracy from democra- 
tizing this country, or at least defending itself 

Let us praise where praise is due, and it is 
due Artemio Panganiban and colleagues who 
have continued to surprise us with a show of 
independence over and beyond the call of du- 
ty—maybe, the Chief Justice is eyeing a niche 
in history? Good for him!—and injected a 
country grown jaded and despairing a dose of 
hope. Friends have been saying enthusiastical- 
ly that once the Supreme Court finds the peo- 
ples initiative on Cha-cha unconstitutional as 
well, its rebuke would be total, 

But I don't know why we have to wait for that. 
{don't know why we even have to wait for anoth- 
er impeachment bid to do something about a 
dear and present danger What the three 
Supreme Court rulings have shown beyond a 
shadow of doubt is that the problem is first and. 
last GMA. The problem is that we have a ruler 
who violated the Constitution by stealing the 
vote and by issuing EO 464, CPR and 1017; and 
who violates the Constitution even now by still 
being there. Hell, never mind the Constitution; 
mind who violated, is violating and will violate 
Common Sense. Can anything be more insulting 
than Charter change? What is it saying but that if 
GMA cannot follow the Constitution, we might 
aswell change the Constitution? 

Tdon't know why we have to wait for more 
legal remedies to remedy a bane thats rav- 
aging the minds and bodies of our children. My 
solution remains snap elections to be forced by 
civil disobedience. Why should 1 be an authen- 
tic citizen to a fake President? Why should 1 
obey ordinary laws when the (non-)President 
cannot obey the highest law of the land? 
Change the Charter? Change the Usurper. 

‘Stop Cha-cha? Snap Gloria! The Snap there 
still means, "Say No ro A Phony” 

+ 


TO MY RECOLLECTION, THE RULING OF THE 
Supreme Court on Proclamation 1017 contains 
the first authoritative pronouncement on the 
meaning and scope of the "takeover" provision 
found in Article XII, Section 17. The provision 
says: "In times of national emergency, when the 
public interest so requires, the State may during 
the emergency and under reasonable terms pre- 
scribed by it, temporarily take over or direct the 
operation of any privately owned public utility or 
business affected with public interest.” 

The question the provision poses is: By whom 
is this power exercised? 

It will be noticed that the power to take over 
public utilities is made to reside in the State, 
However, the State, in constitutional law, is a 
"complexus" of four elements: people, territory, 
government, sovereignty. 

"The powers of a State are normally exercised 
by government. But government itself, under our 
system, consists of three departments: legislative, 
executive, judicial. Which of these branches may 
exercise the power? 

In my "Commentary" on the 1987 Constitu- 
tion, I described the background of this provision 
thus: “The provision, when first introduced, was 
a product of the ‘martial law’ thinking of the 1971 
Constitutional Convention. In effect at the time of 
the approval of this provision was Letter of In- 
struction No. 2 of President Marcos dated 22 
September 1972, instructing the secretary of na- 
tional defense to take over ‘the management, 
control and operation of the Manila Electric Com- 
pany, the Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Company, the National Waterworks and Sewer- 
age Authority, the Philippine National Railways, 
the Philippine Air Lines, Air Manila (and) Filip- 
inas Orient Airways . .. for the successful prose- 
cution by the Government of its effort to contain, 
solve and end the present national emergency 

"This letter of instruction was among the execu- 
tive acts which the Convention wanted ratified by 
Section 3(2), Article XVII of the 1973 Constitution. 
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Tt was thus clear that in the mind of the Conven- 
tion, the power, as granted under the 1973 Consti- 
tution, could be exercised by the executive arm of 
the government. And it was for the executive arm 
to decide whether ‘national emergency and ‘pub- 
lic interest’ demanded the temporary takeover. 
Moreover, unlike Section 23(2), Article VI, autho- 
rizing Congress to delegate by law emergency 
powers to the President, which powers cease upon. 
the next adjournment of Congress unless sooner 
withdrawn by the same, Section 7 [now Section 
17] put no time limit on the duration of the emer- 
gency takeover. While the takeover would be tem- 
porary, the duration of the takeover would be dis- 
cretionary with the President.” 

Further in my "Commentary" I seid: “It should 
also be noted that while Section 7 [now Section 
17] may have been a product of ‘martial law 
thinking,’ it did not require a martial law situa- 
tion for it to be operative. Temporary state 
takeover was justified in ‘times of national emer- 
gency, when the public interest requires. The law 
did not specify the type of emergency that would 
justify temporary State takeover. Very broad dis- 
‘cretion was given to the President. Hence, under 
this provision, the scope of judicial review was 
even narrower than that in the now obsolete 
habeas corpus doctrine of Lansang v. Garcia. 

"When the provision was introduced in the 
1986 Constitutional Commission, ‘national emer- 
gency was explained as encompassing threat 
from external aggression, calamities, or natural 
disasters, but not strikes. The duration of the 
emergency is the measure of the duration of the 


*takeover' provision 


takeover. Moreover, the phrase ‘under reasonable 
terms prescribed by it’ was added upon the in- 
stance of Commissioner Jamir. When asked, 
moreover, what ‘it referred to, Jamir said that it 
referred to the State. When pressed whether he 
meant Congress or the President, Jamir said: ‘I 
pose it will be through an appropriate agency 
Section 17 does not require, as does Article VI, 
Section 23(2), that the authorization be ‘by law.’ 
‘The impression that is thus given is that the 
authorization can come from the President.” 
Justice Dante Tinga referred to my view in his 
dissent. So did Solicitor General Eduardo Nachu- 


m. 

‘Well, the “impression” I expressed in my "Com- 
mentary” did not impress the Supreme Court, 
even if the Supreme Court made no reference to 
it. The Supreme Court said that the President 
could declare a state of emergency broader than 
the emergency described in Article VI, Section 23, 
but she could not exercise emergency powers 
without authorization from Congress. What does 
this mean? 

Itake this to mean that when the President de- 
clares a state of emergency in a sense broader 
than that in Article VI, Section 23, she may ag- 
gressively exercise existing executive and regula- 
‘tory powers to meet the emergency, but not the 
radical power of taking over the operation of pri- 
vately owned public utilities. Exercising such rad- 
ical power would be contrary to the more specific 
Article VI, Section 23(2). 

1 cannot say that | am unhappy about the 
Supreme Court decision. Section 17, after all, 
‘embodies a very dangerous power if left to the 
discretion of the President. President Macapagal- 
Arroyo may also have realized that, or may have 
been forewarned against it; hence she did not ex- 
ercise the radical power of taking over privately 
owned public utilities. 

‘What of President Marcos’ exercise of that 
power? It should be recalled that Marcos exer- 
cised it only after he had declared martial law. 


Dealing with child labor 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LABOR DAY 
celebration last Monday was overshadowed by 
the Arroyo administration’s usual panic in the 
face of its fear that the holiday would be turned 
into another occasion for destabilization and 
power grab. As it turned out, the administration 
was simply afraid of its own shadow. 

Traditionally, Labor Day is when society at 
large celebrates what the Church profoundly calls 
the “dignity of labor.” It is the time when politi 
cians heap praises on workers and exalt the lat- 
ters contribution to the country’s economy. It is 
likewise an occasion where the myriad problems 
of workers are brought into the open, with the 
hope that some sensible public servants would re- 
spond to those problems by going beyond 
rhetoric, seriously probing into these and coming 
up with relevant and sustainable solutions. 

One problem in the labor sector that, until to- 
day, has not been addressed is child labor. In a re- 
port released two months ago by the Bureau of 
Democracy, Human Rights and Labor of the US 
State Department, it was noted that there were 
approximately 4 million child laborers in the 
Philippines last year. Of this alarming number, ac- 
cording to the Unicef and the International Labor 
Organization, around 2.4 million have been 
sweating it out in hazardous working situations, 
such as quarries, mines, docksides and fishing 
boats, and in prostitution dens. The report like- 
wise took cognizance of the rising number of un- 
derage domestic helpers in the country. 

In the provinces of Negros Occidental and Ne- 
gros Oriental, the Center for Investigative Re- 
search and Multimedia Services (CIRMS) noted 
an increasing number of child laborers, particu- 
larly in the haciendas. Negros Oriental was re- 
ported to have nearly 200,000 child workers, 
while neighboring Negros Occidental has around 
140,000. An average of 8,600 new child laborers 
Join Negros island's workforce every year. 

The various faces of child labor in the country 


KAPITAN CALABASA OF BARANGAY BANSOT 
getsa phone call, 

“Hello, Calabasha?" 

"Good morning, Madam!” 

“Lishen. You have made me very angry" 

"Oh, no Madam! I'm sorry! But why?” 

“I shent one of my frimary camfaigners, Atty. 
Bihon, from Shingaw ng Bayan shtraight to your 
barangay from Fangasinan and what did you do? 
You greeted her with only two bodyguardsh and 
not four, ash she requeshted. That ish an inshult! 
‘An inshult to her ish an inshult to met You have 
‘wounded my fride. I do not like having my fride 
wounded. Or my Chu-Chu delayed at every shta- 
tion. Thish Chu-chu ish unshtofable! Shingaw ng 
Bayan is oferating on a shtrict timetable!” 

"T am sorry, Madam! We shall greet her with a 
dozen bodyguards when she returns!” 

"Fine. Here ish Arty. Bihon to give you inshtruc- 
tionsh. Fay attention.” 

"Yes, Ma" 

“Hil Calabasa? Can I tell you? Oh my God, Sin- 
gaw ng Bayan is making very good progress!" 

"Oh, hello, Atty. Bihon—" 

“Let me tell you! Chu-Chu means more jobs! 
Chu-Chu means reform! Chu-Chu means change! 
For the better, truly!” 

“Atty. Bihon, my constituency isa 
convince. 

“All over the country 8 trillion million 
gazillion people say that Chu-Chu will—" 

“Atty. Bihon, honestly, we both know it's not 8 

ion million—whatever..." 

"Can I tell you? Fine. Its at least 8 million al- 
ready! And maybe 12 million! Secretary Putok 
hasn't told us what we've compiled as of today" 

“But they say in the last election alone, 
32,269,100 Filipinos voted for a president and 
Vice president." 

“Don't mention the election! Bad!” 

‘But those are figures from Chairman Ayos.” 
‘Oh. That's OK then. So what's your point?" 

"Well, my constituents are asking, why is Sin- 
gaw ng Bayan saying that getting 8 to 12 million. 
signatures is a big deal? That's not even half of 
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have been vividly depicted in the video-docu- 
mentary, "Minsan Lang Sila Bata" (They're A 
Child But Once), directed by a friend, Ditsi Car- 
olino, for the Ateneo Center for Social Policy and 
Public Affairs and the Archdiocese of Manila La- 
bor Center. The documentary, in black and white, 
tells the stories of elementary school-age children 
laboring hard in a slaughterhouse, in a sugarcane 
plantation and at a dockside, transporting bags of 
‘cement. Anyone who had watched that film with- 
out getting affected by it could only be afflicted 
with the worst form of apathy. 

In December 2003, the country’s Anti-Child 
Labor Law (RA 9231) was enacted. Among oth- 
ers, the law aims to eradicate what are widely 
considered the worst forms of child labor, such as 
slavery (e.g., the sale and trafficking of children, 
debt bondage, serfdom, including recruitment of 
children for use in armed conflict), prostitution 
and pornography; use of children for illegal activ- 
ities, including drug trafficking and any work 
that is hazardous and harmful to the health, safe- 
tyand morals of children. 

‘The law seems to recognize that eliminating 
child labor is not simply a matter of willing it. The 
prevalence of child labor as a social and legal is- 
sue is symptomatic of the much bigger and com- 
plex issue of poverty. Ina country where indepen- 
dent research organizations place the poverty in- 
idence level at more than 50 percent of the pop- 
ulation, the phenomenon of child labor no longer 
surprises anyone. Indeed, the sight of child labor- 
ers, under the age of 15, has become so common 
in the country that people have taken it as some- 
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those who voted for a president in 2004. And in 
fact, 12 million is even less than the 12,905,808 
votes Chairman Ayos says Madam got. Or put an- 
other way, all Singaw's proven is it has the same 
number that Madam claims she got in 2004." 

"Can I tell you? Whoever said that is probably a 
destabilizer, noise-maker, from the elite or the 
masses, or is a rightist or leftist or is a LaSaling- 
pusa or an Atatnista or from—" 

"Um, in other words, a Filipino: 

“Can 1 tell you? You sound disloyal to me. 
Maybe Ishould report you again?” 

No, Attorney! Sorry!” 

"Can I tell you? Don't be confused by their 
questions! Our website says 800 Supercalifrag- 
ilisticexpialidociouszilliontrillionbillionmillion. 
hits! Per second! That's the will of the people!" 

"Itis?" 

"yes! Can 1 tell you? How can anyone question 
800 Supercalifragilisicerpialidociouszilliontrilion- 
billionmillion hits or 12 megamillion signatures? 
Even if you doubt them, by the time you count them 
all, youre dead from old age! But so you don't wor- 
ry, Calabasa, can tell you? Here's how to destroy all 
opposition in 12 easy steps. Are you ready?" 

“OK” 

“Step 1: Never say you're wrong. Step 2: Al- 
‘ways say they're wrong. Step 3: Say the enemy is 
the elite, Step 4: Say we represent the masses. 
‘Step 5: Say we want change. Step 6: Say they nev- 
‘er want change. Step 7: Say our change is the on- 
ly change, Step 8: Say we will win! Step 9: Say 
they will lose! Step 10: Say those who ask ques- 
tions are insincere, because sincere people do 
what they're told! Step 11: Our critics are confus- 
ing the issues by trying to sound smart! Step 12: 


thing normal. This is quite tragic because in the 
ideal scheme of things, child labor should not on- 
ly surprise civilized society; it should scandal- 
ize—more so, right-thinking Filipinos. 

Hence, although the spirit of the law is to 
stamp out child labor, it actually allows children 
to work, provided that they do so in “non-haz- 
ardous” situations. The law stipulates that c 
dren below 15 years of age, if working in non- 
hazardous conditions, may work for not more 
that 20 hours a week. On the other hand, 15- to 
17-year-old children may work bur not more than 
40 hours a week. Considering the nature of chil- 
dren, work at night is prohibited. 

"The problem of child labor is widespread, and 
alaw has been enacted on it; yet, according to the 
same US State Department Report, as of 2005, 
only four persons have been convicted for violat- 
ing the anti-child labor law. Here, as itis in almost 
all aspects of our legal system, we have the usual 
discrepancy in law enforcement. 

While it is granted that seriously prosecuting 
and punishing violators of the anti-child labor 
law are vital steps toward the elimination of the 
problem, it is equally important to uproot the 
conditions that leave many poor families without 
a choice but to make children work to alleviate 
their miserable plight. On deeper analysis, it is 
grinding poverty—aggravated by ineffective, 
efficient and unethical governance, in conspiracy 
with some socially irresponsible and profit- 
greedy members of the business communi- 
ty—that spawns child labor. 

“To get at the root of the problem, we might learn 
from other countries—such as, Bangladesh, Brazil 
and Mexico—which compensate poor parents for 
sending their children to school. Compensation is 
in cash or in kind—for example, a ganta of rice for 
each day the child is in school; in Mexico, the com- 
pensation comes with health services. These 
schemes recognize that education is one of soci- 
ety's most important investments in its future. 


‘Calabasa’ gets a call 


Whatever they say, reverse it, and say it back! Can 
Itell you? It works every time!” 

"And every single question and argument can 
be solved by an item from Singaw's list?" 

“Yes. Ask me anything. I will demolish itin 12 
easy Singaw steps, in one statement!” 

“OK. Why should Barangay Bansot, population 
100, listen to eight people who want Chu-Chu?" 

“Can I tell you? Barangay Bansot is the voice of 
the people! And it’s not eight people, it’s 12, or 
24, maybe 36, or 48 people! By now, it could be 
84 people! They're signing so fast, we can't keep 
up! We are so busy with our Singaw advocacy, 
that we in Singaw are untroubled by Rotarians, 
college degree holders, nuns, priests, or worse, 
lawyers, students, senior citizens, questioning us 
because, can I tell you? All these questions? They 
defend only the status quo! Whereas we, Singaw 
ng Bayan, know that bayan means the country! 
So that’s us! The country! The masses! Because 
the country has lots of masses who want change! 
So what they want, we want, too! Plus, we have 
faith! In Mayor Matacao! Governor Guiguisain! 
And above all, in Congressman Garapal who is 
best qualified to choose his frat brother as Frime, 
este, Prime Minister! And most of all, we have 
faith in Madam! Do we have to understand what 
Chu-Chu is? No! Because, Chu-Chu speaks for it- 
self! We sincerely believe it! So our critics will 
lose! Because they are insincere! They only try to 
act smart! We will not be confused by words like 
‘discernment,’ or ‘accountability! In fact, Singaw 
asks: "Why shouldn't the 12 people in Barangay 
Bansot who are proposing Chu-Chu not also rule 
Bansot? That's the true question!” 

“Wow. I'm speechless.” 

"Good, Calabasa. Can I tell you? I was almost 
ready to ask Madam to have you arrested. You 
take your job too seriously.” 

"rm... 0... sorry..." 

“Shorry for what?” 

“Madam! Oh! I thought it was—" 

*Humph. No fork barrel for you.” 


Comments welcome at www.quezon.ph/blog. 


Academic noise 


JUST RECENTLY, DIRECTOR ALICE PANARES OF THE 
National Educators Academy of the Philippines (NEAP) 
pointed out in an interview that there are a lot of good 
teachers in the public school system today, although some 
of them can be considered “at risk” because they do not 
meet the English, Math and science proficiency norms set 
by the Department of Education, There are about 475,000 
teachers spread out 
in over 40,000 pub- 
lic schools nation- 
wide today. 

Out of 53,000 s 
teachers who took Evelyn Mejillano, HSD 
the Self-Assessment 
Test for English in 2004, only 19_percent—around 
10,000—passed the exam with a score of 75 percent or high- 
er. To remedy the situation, President Macapagal-Arroyo has 
allocated about P500 million and directed Education Secre- 
tary Fe Hidalgo to organize and conduct refresher courses 
forthe “at risk” teachers. 

Our own experience regarding teacher quality tells us that 
this isa step in the right direction. 

‘The Foundation for Worldwide People Power has been 
conducting its Mentoring the Mentors Program since 2002. 
Tr very happy to say that our work has been well received 
by the superintendents, supervisors, principals, teachers and 
master-teachers who have had the opportunity to participate 
in our mentoring sessions. 

As of today, we have brought the Mentoring the Mentors 
Program to seven administrative regions, including the AR- 
MM. 

Director Pafiares has in fact participated as an observer in 
a Mentoring the Mentors session we conducted in Batangas. 
We are at this point discussing with her ways to integrate the” 
Mentoring the Mentors Program with NEAP's teacher traif- 
ing regimen. 

‘What is a mentor? 

New teachers often find themselves overwhelmed by the» 
demands of a job, isolated in a classroom. They struggle to: 
use new knowledge and skills to the ever-changing world of 
the classroom. This continuing challenge to their self-confi- 
dence can lead to frustration. Under these conditions, it is. 
not unusual for a new teacher to consider giving up teach- 
ing. This dissonance can be mitigated with the presence of a. 
mentor, who isa friend, a guide, a trusted adviser and coui- 
selor, all rolled into one. : 

‘The World Bank Philippines policy notes on “Teacher De- 
velopment” validate this approach. They cite top-caliber při- 
vate schools that use senior mentors and a planned in-ser- 
vice program. me 

The document goes on to say that a kind of training—one 
based on observation, reflection, hands-on practice, strong 
follow-up and feedback on practice—has been shown to be 
more effective than formal training. tw 

The initial Mentoring the Mentors course runs for at least 
four days. Every session day is highly participatory. When», 
the room begins to buzz with lively discussion, 1 know that, 
learning is taking place. The "academic noise” that I hear is 
music to my educator's ears. $ 

We have always sought to avoid conducting the take- 
down-notes type of seminars, where the participants scrib- " 
ble furiously as they desperately try to assimilate the deluge + 
of information cascading their way. 

Our course facilitators shun long lectures. As much as pos- 
sible, we impose a 15-minute limit on our talks so we can de- 
vote more time to interactions with the teachers. We ask” 
them to analyze different learning situations and relate 
these to their own experiences. We encourage them to use 
short sentences to verbalize their ideas. 

In other words, these “mentors-in-training” must internal- 
ize the concepts being presented to them to the point where 
they can confidently share these with their students ata level 
that the latter can accept, process and use. " 

T must emphasize that both teachers and students do riot 
learn by just sitting, listening and memorizing information 
in classrooms. 

Sharing one's ideas and responding to reactions improve, 
and deepen understanding. 

"We encourage this free exchange by breaking up our par- 
ticipants into pairs or very small groups. This way, learning 
becomes a collaborative process, not a competitive one. 

‘There are many roads to learning. Teachers and students 
bring different talents and styles of learning, due to multiple 
intelligence. As such, educators—mentors—need to use var- 
ied active teaching and learning strategies to make learning 
fun. Then learning new things can come quite easily. 

From this perspective, teacher-training programs like the 
refresher course mentioned above should avoid cognitive 
overload. If this happens, genuine learning most likely will 
not happen despite the time, effort and money spent for the 
training. 

‘Above all else, the focus must be on the mastery of what is 
being learned rather than the quantity of facts and informa- 
tion being absorbed. 

As the eminent educator Dr. Mel Silbermann says, “What 1 
teach another, I master." 

(You may send e-mail to the author at mentor@fww- 
p.org.) 


., COMMENTARY 


Evelyn Mejillano, HSD, is national coordinator of FWWPP's 

Mentoring the Mentors Program. She earned her BS and MA 

Education degrees from the University of the Philippines and a 

Doctorate in Health Science from Indiana University in the ` 
United States, where she taught graduate courses in 1988 and 

1989. She has been an educator for 45 years. 


THEY SAID 


Oppressing employers 

t] is true that security of tenure is a constitutional- 
ly guaranteed right of the employees; it does not, how- 
ever, mean perpetual employment for (them) because ', 
our law, while affording protection to (them), does not 
authorize (the) oppression or destruction of an em- $ 
saen : 
 —Employers Confederation of the Philippines president Rene Sori- 
‘ano on a proposed bill compelling employers to make four-fifths of 
thet total workforce regular 


Holy ground , 
"Although the place is now considered a tourist spot, ., 
let us all avoid turning the site into just another picnic '| 
ground." e 
B kamay ni Hesus Ministry Foundation's Dan Villena appealing t 1“ 
devotees vh fock to Mi. Banahaw 
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ASIDE FROM THE LEGAL OBJEC- 
tions, there are other reasons for 
‘opposing the appointment of re- 
tired Chief Justice Hilario Davide 
Jr. as the Philippines’ permanent 
representative to the United Na- 
tions—which appointment is vi- 
lative of the Foreign Service Act 
(RA 7157). If President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo will not recall Davide's 
appointment, the present Com- 
mission on Appointments must 
disapprove his confirmation, ifon- 
ly to show that we still follow the 
rule of law. 

‘Among the other valid reasons 
for my objection to his appoint- 
ment are the following: 

1. When Davide swore in then 
Vice President Arroyo as President 


on Jan. 20, 2001, the duly elected 
President, Joseph Estrada, had 
not vacated the presidency in any 
of the manner provided by the 
Constitution. He therefore al- 
lowed Ms Arroyo to assume the 
presidency under highly question- 
able circumstances. 

2. When the prosecution panel 
unceremoniously staged a walk- 
out during the impeachment trial 
against President Estrada, Davide, 
as presiding officer of the im- 
peachment court, did not do any- 
thing to reconvene the impeach- 
ment court or to convince the 
prosecutors and the opposition 
senators to continue with the pro- 
ceedings. He thus allowed the un- 
timely adjoumment of the im- 
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peachment trial and failed in his 
duty as presiding officer of the im- 
peachment court. The failure of 
the impeachment court to func- 
tion smoothly led to the political 
and economic instability that be- 
devils our country up to the pre- 
sent. 

(For these reasons, out of deli- 
cadeza, Davide should have re- 
fused the appointment.) 

3. Of the 84 million Filipinos 
today, I believe there are other le- 
gal luminaries, diplomats and 
professionals who can compe- 
tently serve às our country's per- 
manent delegate to the United 
Nations. 

—RICARDO TILLO JR., 
San Diego Compound, Cavite City 


Artistic cruelty to animals like a live ‘Guyito’ 


YES, INDEED, 1 HAVE A COM- 
PLAINT about live carabaos being 
painted, even if the painting is 
part of the celebration of Labor 
Day in Vigan City. Wasn't this the 
subject of a photo and a news sto- 
ry that appeared in the INquiner’s 
May 3 issue? 

lam glad I was not there to 
paint on real carabaos, as suggest- 
ed by Frank Cimatu of the INqum- 
ER's Northern Luzon Bureau, for I 
find the activity an act of disre- 
spect for our national animal. 


I cannot see the logic of using 
the beautiful ebony hunk of an 
animal as a painter's or artists 
"canvas." Such use is simply inap- 
propriate, if not degrading—be- 
neath the dignity of man's beast 
of burden, a farmers friend, 
strong, hardworking, uncom- 
plaining, patient, silent, etc. and 
obedient only to his masters 
voice. 

However, paragraph 3 of the 
news item was gratifying to note, 
ifnot heartwarming and tender. 


Announcing the arrival of the new 
Panasonic LCD Projector. 


OF course, the painting of 
Guyito was probably an excep- 
tion. For one, the artworks were 
done on inanimate plastic cara- 
baos. And they were done by fa- 
mous and emerging Filipino art- 
ists to boot. 

A painted Guyito is certainly ac- 
ceptable. But painting on live 
carabaos is going too far, it is 
downright cruelty to animals. 

—TEODORICO P CUMGUN JR., 
artist, 005 Calamias, 
Lipa City 4217 


Home is still 
De Quiros’ RP 


FOR SOMEONE WHO NOW HAS 
lived far away from “home” for a 
decade, Conrado de Quiros’ April 
18 column ("10 things to love 
about being in the Philippines") 
was another treat. 

His memories ar my memo- 
ries, too. From the age of4 ill 12,1 
commuted from Project 4 to PNC 
on JD and DM buses. At that time, 
it took an hour or so, I guess. De 
Quiros’ memories precede mine 
bya good decade. But 1 would just 
like to thank him for recalling 
them—as well as the nine items in 
his list—in his column. Like him, I 
also find Boracay night life one of 
the Philippines" “pluses.” 

After living all these years in 
Holland, home is stil the Philip- 
pines. And I think, the millions of 
Filipinos out of their original 
country nest feel the same as I 
do. 

This is why the Inquin is such 
an indispensable link to our roots, 
to our memories, to everything fa- 
miliar and loved. Once again, I 
thank the INqUIRER. 

—ANNETTE PELKMANS, 
euroscopeGhetnet.nl 


Panasonic 
ideas for lite 


World's Lightest and Smallest 
LCD Projector. 


d 


PT- P1SD 
ME e E 


30% smaller than A4 size paper 


lntroductery Price. 


SRP: P55,000 


2006 TIPA Europe 
‘Award Winner 


Supports 
SD cards 


Fantastic Features: Spood Start in 2 seconds, Realtime Keystone Correction, Operation as 
Daylight View, Security Features: SO card and password contro lock 


A slide projector, photo projector, data and video projector, and PC- Less projector 
rolled into one. No more cables to connect and no more PC to bring, just your 
Panasonic PT- P1SD and your SD cards. Truly this projector is way ahead of the 
competition. Best for home, office, outdoor or even fixed installations but most importantly 
for people on the go who value time like gold. 


* As of January 2006 


@ Direct SD Card Projection 
‘Simply plug It in the power outlet then insert the SD card and It Is ready to project 
pictures or stil Images. No need to download first to a computer before you can project. 


Digital SD Slide show 
Pictures In a folder can be viewed as a slideshow complete with transition effects 
in between pictures such as Wipe, Fade, Split, Blind, Checkered, Slide and etc. 


PC- Less Presentations 
Now Powerpoint presentation Is possible without a laptop with the free Panasonic 
Image Creator Software. In the presentation mode, the show automatically starts 
when an SD card is Inserted. But If you want to use your laptop as well, VGA terminal 
is also provided together with an S- video and video jack. 


For a free demo, please call: 


Panasonic Stockist in the Philippines: 


@ 


COSMOTECH 


“Possibly the best food fibre in the world." 


‘moan ARLE AT MERCURY GAVO ANT ALL LEADING CRUG STORES — TXT 4 IIO. QHHTATDAS 
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Projector World 


MAKATI: Ground Floor King's Court Bldg., Pasong Tamo cor. Dela Rosa St. Makati City Tet: 759 2484 
‘SHOWROOM: GIF Cyberzone SM City Mall West (North Edsa}, Q.C. Te: $20 0241, 920 0954 
CEBU: 2nd Floor NDI Bidg., AS Fortuna SL Mandaue City Cebu Tel 032-422 3201 to 02 


DAVAO: 4th Floor Reliance Bldg., Rizal Extension, Davao City Tel: 082-225 86931094 
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DAR appalled by Unorka accusation 


WE, IN THE DEPARTMENT OF covering some 1,023 hectares in 
Agrarian Reform (DAR), extend Davao del Norte. 

Our sincere condolences to the For therecord, 485.64 hectares, 
family of Enrico Cabanit, the sec- or nearly half of Wadecor land- 
retary general of the Ugnayan ng holdings, had already been dis- 
Nagsasariling Lokal na Organisas- tributed to the Wadecor Employ- 
yon sa Kanayunan (Unorka), even ees Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries 
as we condemn in the strongest Multi-Purpose Cooperative 
possible terms the spate ofkillings (Wearbempco). 

of peasant leaders in various parts A new survey is also being con- 
of the country. ducted by the DAR on the 386 

‘The brutal murder of Cabanitis hectares previously exempted by 
something that is totally unac- former Agrarian Secretary 
ceptable and has no place in acivi- Ernesto Garilao from CARP cover- 
lized society. His untimely demise age. This is to determine whether 
is surely a big loss to the cause of it has remained as a livestock 
agrarian reform. Cabanit was farm, which was the basis for its 
known for his courageous stand exemption, or has been converted 
for the landless farmers. We, intoacitrusfarm. 
therefore, sympathize with hisbe- The remaining landholdings— 
reaved family; but we are ap- the bulk of which is considered 
palled by the statement issued by grazing areas, while others are be- 
Unorka National Council member ing used for office buildings, 
Evangeline Mendoza, holding the airstrip and industrial plans—had 
DAR accountable “for his death." been exempted from CARP cover- 
(PDI, 4/26/06) age. 

The mere fact that high-level As a matter of policy, the de- 
officials, led by Undersecretary partment scrutinizes every detail 
Narciso B. Nieto, were there to ofthe case before coming up with 
preside in a dialogue with Unorka a decision. This is to avoid injus- 
before Cabanit was gunned down tice that may arise from hasty 
showed that the department is evaluation. 
steadfast in resolving all agrarian —JIMG. COLETO, 
disputes, including the controver- head executive assistant, 
sial Worldwide Development Department of Agrarian Reform, 
Corp. (Wadecor) landholdings, Elliptical Road, Diliman, QC 


A plebiscite without involving gov't 


1AM A CITIZEN OF THE REPUB- care enough to vote can go to the 
lic fed up with all the lies and du- nearest mall, church, town plaza, 
plicity of our politicians and public or other places where people 
officials, administration and oppo- gather, wearing the color repre- 
sition alike. Maybe, it's time we senting their vote. If one doesn't 
asked the people themselves what want others to know how he in- 
they think. tends to vote, he can wear to these 
May I propose the submission places a different color over his 
‘of some issues of national concern “voting” color, which he can reveal 
toa plebiscite, just as Conrado de at the designated time of voting. 
Quiros proposed in his column. For those stuck at home for 
For this, I propose five questions, whatever reason, they can hang a 
answerable by "Yes" or "No." for piece of cloth outside their win- 
this plebiscite: (1) Do you believe dows, doors, gates or fences. For 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo won fair those in a vehicle, they can wave 
and square in 2004? (2) Do you their color to indicate their vote at 
want GMA to stay as President un- the designated time, or tie it to the 
til 2010? (3) Do you consider the antenna. This manner of voting 
Hello Garci issue closed? (4) Do can be adopted nationwide. 
you know what exactly will be For overseas Filipinos, they can 
changed in the Constitution? (S) send e-mail containing just one 
Do you want your congress- word—the color of choice—to the 
men/senators to continue having editor of the newspaper of their 
their pork barrel? choice. Ata designated time, say 3 
Inasmuch as GMA is most prob- p.m. everybody "votes" or “re- 
ably not inclined to support a. veals their true colors.” 
plebiscite that carries these ques- Show the nation your answer 
tions, I suggest we ourselves, the to the questions in the plebiscite 
people, initiate this one without by wearing a particular color 
involving government. This way, identified with your vote, by 
we do not have to rely on a Com- spreading word about the color of 
elec that can't count. Neither will your vote, through text, word of 
we need an enabling law froma mouth, the Internet or whatever. 
Congress that does not reflect, The only limit to the ways of get- 
much less work for, the peoples ting the vote across is one’s imagi- 
aspirations and interests. Then nation. 
the only court we needis thecourt We, the ordinary citizens, may 
of public opinion. not have the resources to under- 
How will people vote in this take a massive information cam- 
plebiscite? They can express their paign to promote this real people's 
vote through a specific color initiative, but if enough men and 
agreed upon to represent either women of goodwill participate in 
"Yes" or “No.” Lets set a date. this undertaking, we may yet see 
Make it a Sunday so that more our questions answered and our 
people will be free, and there will voices heard. 
be no need to declare a holiday. —TRENNIE MONSOD, 
On the designated day, those who trenniemonsod@yahoo.com 


Are we to blame for migrating? 


1 READ THE YOUNGBLOOD dreamed of going back to our 
article written by Czarinah Pagay country to serve my own people, 
(‘The doctor is out" PDI, to treat the many helpless Mang 
4/29/06), and I was so touched Pandoys. And believe me, many 
by—and felt so helpless about— of us here feel the same way. But 
the state of the medical profession we often end up asking the ques- 
in the Philippines. 1 have friends tion: "What is in store for us in 
and classmates—doctors—who our own country?" And often- 
chose to work as nurses. But who times, we are scared to face the 
can blame them? I am probably truth—there is nothing for us 
one of the lucky ones for I did not there anymore. 
have to make such a sacrifice. Many of us will soon finish our 
Tam almost done with my sub- training here, but we are choosing 
specialty training here in the to stay. But who can blame us for 
United States and I am looking not going back? 
forward to move to another state ‘JENNIFER C MANEJA, M.D., 
to work as a physician. | once jemaneja99G yahoo.com. 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 
corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 
ercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their com- 
plete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied. 
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CAN WE EVER ROOT OUT CORRUPTION: 


This piece was adapted, with the author's permission, 


By Francisco S. Tatad 


from a speech at the 2006 International Solidarity Forum 


on John Paul I's contribution to modern social thought at United Nations Headquarters, Dag Hammarskjold 
‘Auditorium, New York on March 27, 2006. The forum was hosted by World Youth Alliance, a global community 
of young people working with the UN, European Union and other international organs to raise human dignity 
and development around the world. The author was elected to the WYA international board during the conference. 
Thereafter he was invited to sit on the Executive Board. 


Introduction 

POLITICAL corruption appears to be rising everywhere, not least 
among the world's democracies. What can they do which they have nor 
donc until now? This we shall see. 

Democracy, in its various stages and forms, has a history of 
at least 2,500 years. The present model arrived in the last century, 
when monarchy, aristocracy and oligarchy finally lost out to popular 
rule, when fascism and nazism were buried in the ashes of war, when 
Soviet communism finally collapsed—with no small help from Pope 
John Paul II—under the unbearable weight of its false doctrine about 
‘man, and military dictatorships and one-party regimes fll into general 
disrepute from sheer corruption, incomperence and often-violent and 
cruel misuse of political power. 


A common disease 

"The democracy we have today no more resembles the Athenian 
polity or che Roman republic than an electro-magnetic train resembles 
a horse-drawn carriage. Yet many of the 65 or so so-called democracies 
have so litle in common with the desired model; they sometimes look 
more like its antithesis or caricature. In varying degrees, all suffer from 
political corruption. 


Political corruption defined 

“Transparency International defines political corruption as “the 
abuse of entrusted power by political leaders for privare gain." John 
Paul I's reference to it in Sollicitudo Rei Socialis (1987) provides a 
good starting point for our discussion. To him, political corruption 
‘constitutes democracy s most serious deformity because of its effect on 
morality, social justice, instiution-building, and decision-making, 


‘The real cost 

“The financial cost is never small. But infinitely larger is the cost to 
public instirutions, co public morale and self-esteem, to the rule of law, 
and in the hardest of cases, to the rule of reason. Year after year, the 
Berlin-based NGO comes out with its Corruption Perception Index. 
“This gets far more publici chan the annual roll call of America's 
richest billionaires. But whether or not chose listed among the most 
corrupt do mind being so named, they have not shown it by shedding 
off old skin. Not only does the corruption persist; in certain cases, it 
takes on the increased ferocity and magnitude of plunder. 


$1 trillion in bribes 

According ro World Bank Institute, quoting its own srudies, more 
than $1 trillion is paid in bribes each year, not counting embezzled 
public funds and stolen public asses. The figure is staggering, but those 
who have stes! the'corruption in some Third World countries may yer 
wonder if che estiate coüld nor, i fact, be mich igge£ i 

Whareiti le ling; the subi i6. developing cousiries ind 
countries in transition always looks worse chan that in developed ones. 
In countries where politics appears o be the only growth industry, the. 
highest officials are often the richest while the people are the poorest, 
whatever their egal income. 


How some states fight it 

Nearly everywhere, top business executives are better paid 
than top government officials. That has not been helpful. To avoid 
corruption, Singapore pays its top officials the same amount of money 
that corporate executives of comparable qualifications earn, running 
a corporation or a successful professional practice. And Singaporeans 
tellus, this policy has paid off — in terms of honest and competent 
service, without any odor of wrongdoing. 


‘The hardest hit 

Interested parties are always the frs to suffer in any corrupt official 
transaction. . But in the end it is always the people thar gets hit the 
hardest. The situation gets particularly malignant when chose in power 
get our of control. In one Asian country, for instance, money for 
everything is routinely re-channeled to in-season and out-of season 
politicking, Corruption leaves little or nothing for development, nor 
‘even for a reasonable response ro the highly publicized threat posed 
by foreign-exported terrorism. Were such threat to materialize, the 
nation would be at the mercy of an air force that cannot fy, a navy that 
‘cannot navigate, an army that cannot move, communicate or shoot, 
and a police that cannot even go after motorized criminals 


Raping the budget 

‘In the same country, the Constitution mandates Congress ro enact 
a budget each year — called the General Appropriation Act ~ to support 
government operations. Whenever Congress fails to do so, and loses 
its reason for being, the expired budger is made to run again until the 
new one, if ever, is enacted, Each time this is done, everything on the 
old budger gets a second life of its own, including those programs and 
projects thar had already been paid for. As nobody is foolish enough 
to pay for any completed project twice, the reenacted amount thus 
becomes gravy for those in power 


Beyond common theft 

‘Where corruption begins at the top, the logical consequence is 
the corruption of all the ocher layers and branches of government. 
Members of Congress are corrupted through a distorted pork barre! 
system, which allows them to pocket a large part of the cost of all 
projects. The judiciary, with its own weaknesses, is corrupted through 
the appointment system, which the President exercises without any 
concession to meritocracy nor fear of the consequences of cronyism or 
favoritism. Because those in power try to keep power at all costs, che 
electoral process and che general system of accountability, including 
impeachment of impeachable officers, are perverted, and the theft of 
public office becomes a larger crime than che usual theft in public 
office. 


Worse than Belarus 

Today, Belarusis pictured as one country where someone not validly 
elected has taken over the government. This has provoked the strongest 
reaction from the United States. Yet, in another region there is at least 
this other country where the same situation has existed these last five 
years, without provoking the same concern from any member of G-7. 
This does not merely pose a danger to democracy; it destroys the very 
essence thereof. There must then be a common standard in judging 
the legitimacy and fitness of corrupt political leaders everywhere. There 
cannot be one rule for some and another for others. 


What is to be done? 

“The problem is not only local or national, but global, Political 
corruption is now a transnational crime. lt must be adequately 
addressed by putting in the necessary safeguards and deterrents. These 
include: cohesive political institutions with open decision-making: a 
highly professionalized burcaucracy committed to ignore and resist 
cextralegal pressures or influence from any source; civic organizations 
wich strong institutional links ro relevant multilareral organizations; 
3 social environment in which the press, the academe, the professions 
and civil society itself are committed to speaking the truth at all times; 
a morally upright leadership that will always do what is right, regardless 
of the consequence; a strong sense of the rule of law; and what John. 
Rawls, in A Theory of Justice, calls "a public conception of justice 


“Because those in power try 
to keep power at all costs, the 
electoral process and the general 
system of accountability, including 
impeachment of impeachable 
officers, are perverted, and the 
theft of public office becomes a 
larger crime than the usual theft in 
public office.” 


The U.N. Formula 

Governments and multilateral institutions will have to work 
together to pursue an agreed program. For this purpose, itis absolutely 
necessary thar the United Nations Convention against Corruption, 
signed in Merida, Mexico in December 2003 as the culmination of 
various regional efforts in Africa, Europe, the Middle East, and the 
‘Americas to forge a common document, become the basic charter of 
global cooperation in fighting corruption. The looting of poor countries 
must stop; corrupt politicians’ secrec bank accounts abroad must be 
unlocked, che monies repatriated to benefit the people who arc their 
real owners. 


The real fight 4 

Bur chis is just the Begin ged i b done. WE must 
realize thar the fight is moril, fot simply political, [t i strüggle for 
the virtuous life, not simply for the most enjoyable one. At the center of 
ic i, and must be, the human person-— man and woman. We cannot 
completely eject the corruption of our politics unless we frst reject the 
Corruption of the truth about ourselves. Political corruption corrupts 
‘our politics, bur corruption of the truth about the human person 
orrupes che whole person, and his relationship with everybody dls, 
including his Creator. We muse insist on that truth, for without it, 
there can be no peace justice, or freedom. And no democracy either. 


Democracy plus 

"We need to ask ourselves” says John Paul in Memory and Identity, 
“what a democracy ought to be" "We cannot,” says the great Pope 
in Eoangelium Vite, “idolize democracy to the point of making it a 
substitute for morality or a panacea for immorality. Fundamentally 
democracy is a ‘system’ and as such is a means and not an end. ls 
“moral” value is not automatic, but depends on conformity to moral 
law.” We cannot have a democracy in which political correctness 
censors or suppresses or shames out of existence that which is morally 
tight and good and beautiful. Nor can we have i said that che purely 
materialistic society which atheistic materialism had failed to achieve 
has now become democracy's final triumph. 


“Political corruption corrupts 
our politics, but corruption of the 
truth about the human person 
corrupts the whole person, and his 
relationship with everybody else, 
including his Creator. We must 
insist on that truth, for without it, 


there can be no peace, justice, or 
freedom. And no democracy either." 


A moral construct 

Democracy is not merely a political construct. How men are to 
order their lives together is not a gift from the first philosophers or 
the last Congress; it is a gift that came down to us from che hand 
of God on Mount Sinai. It was the fruit of Yahweh's covenant with 
bis people Israel. Ar Golgotha, the covenant was transformed into 
communion when the man who said he was the Son of God proved ir 
by forgiving the sins of men, by dying and rising again, in fulfillment 
of the Scriptures. It was not Christ entering into human history; it was 
human history entering into Christ. Christ chus became “che norm of 
history” as Hans Urs von Balthazar puts ir; we cannot, says John Paul, 
separate human history from Christ 

We must thea live our lives in the full knowledge that 
‘our human journey begins and ends in God; and that our 
participation in civil government, passive or active, is nothing but 
a participation in the Divine governance of the universe. Man's 
‘vocation is eschatological, says John Paul, even though it leaves its 
mark upon che history of nations. 


‘The American experience 

Upon the founding of America, the Founding Fathers spoke of 
“self-evident truths.” No one had to tell chem what these were. They 
knew that all men are created equali that they are endowed by their 


Crestor with certain inalienable rights, and that among them are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Thus Alexis de Tocqueville 
could speak of religion as Americas frst political institution, and a 
contemporary commentator could talk of the “sacred canopy” under 
which America was built. 

Much of chis has blurred in the minds of many in our time. 
Freedom is now invoked by some to deny the very truth ---the 
‘only truth--- that makes men free. But freedom, says the cardinal- 
theologian who would become Pope Benedict XVI, in his book 
Truth and Tolerance, "is not an ever-loosening of norms and constant 
expression of individual freedoms in the direction of total liberation 
from all order. Freedom must relate to the truth, to what we actually 
are, and correspond to this narure of ours... Liberation consists not in 
gradually getting rid of law and of norms of behavior, but in purifying 
ourselves and purifying those norms, so that they make possible that 
coexistence of freedoms which is appropriate to man 


Europe's mistake 

Not too long ago, Europe and Christianity were deemed 
interchangeable terms. ‘Christenheit oder Europa’—the German poet 
could sing then. Today, no more than a few could seem to remember 
thar the European heritage is preeminently Christian, chat it was in a 
European sky that Constantine the Great saw the cross with the sign im 
hoc signo vinces, before he humbled the stronger Maxentiusin the battle 
cof Ponte de Milvio in the year 312, and that it was from Europe that 
the same cross of Christianity traveled across the seas to distant parts of 
the globe, including che Philippines. The deletion of Christianity from 
history means che deletion of God from human memory, and this, as 
C. S. Lewis warned, means the ‘abolition of man? 


Agnosticism or amnesi 

Some have called this rejection of the Lord of our history not 
apostasy but mere agnosticism. | wonder, Is it not rather amnesia, 
although perhaps a self-willed onc? God gave us memory so we might 
‘smell roses even in the dead of winter, but somehow many seem to 
have trouble remembering where litle Johnny came from. And they 
seem to regard this loss of memory the triumph of wisdom, 


A timely reminder 

‘One is reminded of an old story by Anarole France. In that story 
a great and noble King wanted co know the wisdom of the ages before 
be dies. He sends out his scholars to kingdoms far and wide, and they 
return after many years, laden with volumes upon volumes of learned 
text. Yecon seeing these, che King says no, its not another library he 
needs, bur a page, line, or maybe a word chat sums up che wisdom of 
the ages. The scholars depart anew, and return only when the King is 
about to die. They hand him a small piece of paper. His eyes brighten 
up as he reads, and then he expires. On the paper the scholars have 
written: Man is born, suffers and dies. 

“The great and noble King died savoring a lie. 

The truch is much brighter than chat —perhaps brighter chan the 
light of the sun. Christ himself told us: Man is born, suffers and dies, 
but he is born unto eternal life. The first Thomas doubted and then 
believed. The other Thomas sings it with boundless faich in his hymn 
to the Eurcharist: Credo quid dixit Dei Filius: Nil boc verbo Veritatis 
serius Nothing is more certain: the Son of God has told me so: Whar 
‘Truth has uttered, 1 believe and know.” 


The need for a new man 

Our present situation, says Romano Guardini in The End of the 
Modern World, first published in English in 1956, ewelve years before. 
he died, requires not the single great genius, but a whole new human 
structure. We need a new man and woman, one must assume. It took 
a particular ype of man, one who was both creator and product of the 
Middle Ages, says Guardini, to tame the chaos of the great migrations 
thar lasted some five hundred years. After him came the man who 
unleashed che monstrous masses of power that threaten us even today. 
Our present hope, says Guardini, is that a new man would come who 
would put che true meaning of human life above the swirling currents 
of our time. 

“Twenty-five years ago, the moral philosopher Alasdair Maclntyre, 
in his slim volume After Virtue wrote: "What matters at this stage is the 
construction of local forms of community within which civility and 
the intellecrual and moral life can be sustained through the new dark 
ages which are already upon us.” He believed thar if the tradition of the. 
virtues was able ro survive the horrors of the last dark ages, we should 
be able to survive che next wave. He reminded us, however, that while 
the barbarians used to lie beyond the frontiers, they had since been 
governing us, without our being fully aware of it, “We are not waiting 
for a Godor,” he said, “but for another — doubtless very different—St. 
Benedict” 


Conclusion 

Indeed, a new Benedict has come to guide the Church of Christ 
through a new dark age threatened by what this Pope himself has 
called the dictatorship of ethical relativism. He could well be the 
new man Guardini was talking about. But whether or not it is so 
che world will need, more than ever, the moral imagination of the 
young to lif humanity from the deepening pessimism of a resurgent 
pre-Christian Zeitgeist. There can be no doubt whatsoever that those 
Who are working to raise the level of human dignity and human 
development everywhere, and all those who have been touched by 
their mission and message will lead the way to see the final triumph. 
of truth and freedom. 


_—— 


Foundedin 1999 by Canadian-American Ana Halpine,itspresentpresident, 
WYA is based in New York, 228 East 71 Street. I governing board of 
seven is chaired by Ann Seabright of Obio, and its internasional board. 
Includes Countess Consuelo Ballstren and the Dowager Marchioness Lady 
‘Salisbury for Europe, Kaslryn Hoombuoap for Africa, Miguel Guevara for 
‘Latin America, and former Senator Francisco Tated for Asia. Its patrons 
include Prince Nikolaus and Princes Margaretta of Leichtensicin, the 
Lord Brennan, Renato Cardinal Martino of the Holy See and Christoph 
Cardinal Schouborn of Vienna. Mary Ann Glendon, Archbishop Charles 
Chaput, Rev. Richard Jolm Neubaus, and George Weigel lead the advisory 
board. The 2006 forum was attended by UN diplomats and youth delegates 
from the five continents, and heard Slovenia's former prime minister Alojz 
‘Peterle, John Paul's biographer George Weigel, European Parliament 
Member Prof, Wojciech Roszkowski, Kenya's Ambasador Judith Mbula 
Babemuka,, Prof, Habib Malik of Lebanon, Rabbi Dauid Novak of the 
U.S., and Kathryn Hoombwap of Nigeria. 
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WHAT'S INSIDE 


Top DPWH exec exposes 
P153-M financial scam 


By Rolando O. Borrinaga 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—THE TOP OFFICIAL OF THE 
Department of Public Works and Highways here 
took it upon himself to expose a financial scam 


right in his own turf. 

Engineer Jaime Pacanan, DPWH 
director for Eastern Visayas, ex- 

ied anomalous transactions in- 
volving P153 million worth of gov- 
emment funds in 2003 and 2004 
at the Tacloban Sub-District Engi- 
neer's Office of the DPWH. 

“He said in a news conference on 
‘Saturday that three DPWH officials 
‘were involved in the anomaly that 
included forgery of signatures, fal- 

ication of public documents, and 
dóuble or triple payments for the 
same scope of several public works 
projects in Tacloban. 

Pacanan, however, declined to 


identify the three pending the deci- 
sion of DPWH central office. But he 
said two had since retired from the 
service. The third had been de- 
dared absent without leave (Awol). 

Pacanan said his investigation 
team collated 18 sets of docu- 
ments that contained the ques- 
tionable transactions. The amount 
involved totaled P152,772,521. 

"I would like to show the country 
that the DPWH has a good image 
left behind its present dubious rep- 
tation," Pacanan said, when asked 
about the motive of his revelation. 

“Tm wiling to pay the price,” he 


added, in response to the waming 
about the risks he faced for his exposé. 
Pacanan was tipped about the 
anomaly in September last year 
by the regional director of the De- 
partment of Budget and Manage- 
ment, who told him about double 
or triple payments for the same 
projects administered by the 
Tacloban sub-district office. 
Pacanan requested an investigation 
cf the scam by the Intemal Audit Ser- 
vice (IAS) of the DPWH national office. 
At the same time, he formed a re- 
gional investigation team to produce a 
parallel report to complement the IAS 
report, which was not shown to him. 
The local team appended to 
their document the Commission 
on Audit report on the issue. 
He also asked the National Bureau. 
of Investigation to look into the issue. 
In Legazpi City, DPWH regional 
office director Orlando Roces chose 
to keep quiet after creating an up- 


roar for alluding to an alleged list of 
media personalities receiving regu- 
lar allowances from his office. 

Local journalists have dared 
Roces to reveal the names of me- 
dia persons allegedly receiving 
“payola” from his office. 

Roces mentioned the alleged list of 
media personalities in the DPWH 

to broadcaster Tom Jarila of 
RGMA when the latter recently so- 
licked assistance for the Kapisanan ng 
mga Brodkaster sa Pilipinas (KBP) Al- 
bay Chapter Summer Sponsfest. 

The lis reportedly included 
some SO joumalists, majority of 
whom are from Camarines Sur 
who are in the DPWH Bicol payroll 

Irate mediamen have demanded 
from Roces to name names to vindi- 
cate those who are not involved. 

The director, however, refused to 
make further comments on the is- 
sue. With a report from Edgar Ale- 
jo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Road project engineer angers Leyte mayor 


By Jani Arnaiz 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


SILAGO, SOUTHERN LEYTE—THE MAYOR 
ofthis town blew his top when a government engi- 
nger overseeing a multimillion-peso road project 
tried to protect the contractor who tried to pour ce- 


ment over an ill-prepared sub base. 
Mayor Martin Tomol lost his cool during the 
Provincial Development Council meeting on 
in Maasin City when engineer Bene- 
dicto Rivera defended the contractors. 
"I would have boxed you had nobody been 
around,” the mayor told Rivera in the pres- 
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ence of Gov. Rosette Lerias, engineers from 
the Department of Public Works and High- 
ways, Philippine Japan Highway Lane 
(PJHL), Katahira Consulting Firm and China 
Road Contractors. 

Lerias suspended the meeting and initiated 
a dialogue in Silago the next day to resolve 
the matter. 

But Ricardo Pacanan, DPWH director for East- 
em Visayas, ordered the Southern Leyte engineer- 
ing district to look into the mayor's complaint. 

‘China Road Contractors has been awarded 
the contract, worth over P100 million, to con- 
cretize the 23-km road in St. Bernard, San 
Juan, Anahawan, Hinundayan, Hinunangan 
and Silago. 
~ During the PDC meeting, Tomol reported that 
fe saw the contractors trying to pour the cement 
although the sub-base was badly prepared 

Rivera, DPWH materials engineer assigned 
to the road project, said the sub-base of flat- 
tened soil was usually sprinkled with water 
before the cement was poured. 
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Quezon solon slams 


Tagaytay 5 


LUCENA CITY—QUEZON REP 
Lorenzo "Erin" Tafiada I has con- 
demned the alleged torture that 
was experienced by the five men 
from Tagaytay who were earlier ar- 
rested on suspicion of being New 
People's Army (NPA) members. 

“if there is truth to the statements 
of the Tagaytay 5, I condemn such 
deplorable acts by the arresting unit 
or custodial officers and they should 
be charged for violation of our laws 
and the Constitution,” Tafiada said 
inan interview here yesterday. 

He stressed that torture had no 
room in society. 

“As a matter of fact, our Consti- 
tution declares that the use of tor- 
ture is illegal,” Tañada said. 

Former Sen. Wigberto Tafiada 
has also expressed grave concern 
over the illegal detention of Aris 
Sarmiento, one of the arrested 
suspects. 

“Aris was a member of my staff 
when I became congressman of the 
fourth district of Quezon. He helped 
me organize peasants and fisherfolk 
so that they could be empowered 
and stand for themselves. He re- 
signed sometime in 1998 but he re- 
mains a friend,” he said in an earlier 
statement. 

Congressman Tañada vouched 


‘torture’ 


for the legitimacy of the peasant or- 
ganization, the Kalipunan ng mga 
Magbubukid sa Kabite, that the sus- 
pects claimed they belong to. 

Earlier, Cavite Rep. Jesus 
Crispin Remulla had also attested 
to the legitimacy of the farmers’ 
organization. 

Tafiada said Sarmiento had 
been serving as research consul- 
tant for the peasant group. 

“Thave always admired Aris dedi- 
cation and persistence in working for 
and with the masses. For him to be 
accused of plotting something sinister 
to harm ordinary folk is totally out of 
his character the lawmaker added. 

“The Tañadas called for the immedi- 
ate release of Sarmiento, saying they 
srongy believed that the charges 
against him were without merit. 

The five were arrested by po- 
lice and Navy intelligence agents 
on April 28. 

They were presented to media 
as NPA members who had 
planned to sabotage the Labor 
Day celebration. 

Sarmiento, Michael Masayes, Axel 
Alejandro Pinpin, Rico Ybaiez and, 
Riel Custodio accused their captors 
and custodian of torturing them dur- 
inginterrogation. Delfin Mallari Jt, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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"Red Cross Day!" 


The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
pays tribute to all the volunteers of 
the Philippine National Red Cross (PNRC) 
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estival : 

May 12-21, 2006 


Megatrade Hall 2, Sth Level, Bldg.B 
SM Megamall, Mandaluyong City _ 


The Red Cross Red Crescent Movement relies on its unique network of more than 90 
million volunteers to provide vital humanitarian assistance and support to over 275 
million people worldwide. 


On 8 May 2006, on the annual World Red Cross Red Crescent Day, the ICRC delegation 
to the Philippines would like to pay tribute to the vital contribution of the two million 
members and volunteers of the PNRC who are actively committed to addressing 
challenging humanitarian issues affecting their communities. 


Since 1982, the ICRC has maintained a presence in the Philippines in order to offer 
humanitarian assistance and protection to civilians displaced, injured or otherwise 
affected by armed conflicts and related violence. ICRC also acts as a neutral 
intermediary between opposing forces in matters of humanitarian concern and visits 
security detainees. Working through PNRC's national volunteer network of 93 
chapters, the ICRC and PNRC are engaged in a neutral and independent humanitarian 
action to assist people evacuated from their homes and promote International 
tas Palmas Forniture JM humanitarian law (IHL) across all sectors of society. 

The ICRC would find it difficult to carry out its mission without the active, valuable and 
committed support of PNRC volunteers. 


Volunteers are the messengers and implementers of the Red Cross Red Crescent 
humanitarian mission and principles to millions around the world; they reflect the 
cultural richness and diversity of mankind. Volunteers embody the Movement's 
universal commitment that humanity must prevail in the face of natural catastrophe 


and armed conflict. 
e 
ICRC 


The ICRC is an impartial, neutral and independent organization whose exdusivey humanitarian 
mission is to protect the lives and dignity of vicums of war and internal violence and to provide 
than with assistance. It directs and coordinates te intemational relief activities conducted by the 
Movement in situations of contict It also endeavours fo prevent suffering by promobng 
strengthening humanitarian law and universal humanitarian principles. Established in 1863, th 
ICRC is at the origin of the Intemational Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
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Carroza Festival in Pavia, lloilo. 
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Agta folk flee from AFP operations 


LUCENA CITY—HUNDREDS OF AGTA FAMI- 
lies from the Sierra Madre continue to suffer 
in different evacuation sites in General Nakar 
and Infanta towns in northern Quezon due to 
the military's counterinsurgency operations. 

“Most of our children are now getting sick 
from the sudden change of climate. They are 
used to cold weather in the mountain and not 
to the humid air in the lowland," said Nap 
Buendicho, president of Agta (Adhikain ng 
mga Grupong Taong Katutubo na Nagtatang- 
gol sa Lupaing Ninuno) tribe, in a phone in- 
terview on May 5 from the Tribal Center for 
Development building in Infanta, one of the 
shelters for the refugees. 

He pleaded for a stop to the military opera- 
tions “and leave us in peace.” 

‘The tribal leader said the Catholic Prela- 
ture of Infanta had been helping his people 
survive in their temporary shelters, providing 
them with medicines, food and clothing. 

“But we don't know when this ordeal 
would end. We are not used to this kind of 
life," he lamented. 

Buendicho said the military had been sus- 
pecting that Agta settlements were serving as 
sanctuaries for communist rebels, especially 
during military operations. 

“We're not partisans to any armed groups. 
We're just simple mountain folk, living in 
peace and harmony in the Sierra Madre until 


the fighting began,” he said. 

He said the Agta mountain settlers were oc- 
cupying temporary shelters in Barangay Kat- 
ablingan near the General Nakar town proper. 
He said some of his fellow tribesmen had de- 
cided to resettle on Polilio Island. 

A Catholic priest advocating for the 
rights and protection of Agta natives as- 
sailed the military for alleged malice and 
deception in the conduct of its propaganda 
war against the communist rebels in the 
Sierra Madre. 

Fr, Pete Montallana, coordinator of the In- 
digenous Peoples Apostolate in the Prelature 
of Infanta and TCD director, said he led a 
delegation of Agta natives that attended the 
assembly of mountain villagers in Barangay 
Magsikap, General Nakar on April 29. 

He said more than 100 assembly partici- 
pants were surprised when soldiers led by a 
certain Lieutenant Mangalos handed ready- 
made placards that contained anticommunist 
and antileftist slogans for a picture-taking 
session. 

The villagers became unwitting pawns in 
the government's anti-insurgency propagan- 
da campaign, he said. 

Montallana said not one of the participants 
in the tension-filled gathering had the 
courage to question the conduct of the Army 
soldiers, fearful of being suspected as 


1 killed, 6 hurt in misencounter 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—AN ELDERLY WOMAN WAS 
killed and five others, including two children, 
were wounded after soldiers fired on a baran- 
gay leader and some residents whom they 
mistook as communist rebels in San Remigio 
town in Antique early Saturday. 

Capt. Renante Besa, spokesperson of 
the Army's 3rd Infantry Division, identi- 
fied the lone fatality as Epifania Cabaya, 
65. Wounded were Cabaya's husband, 
Federico, 72; and other members of their 
family—Abelardo, 64, Joylen, 11, and 
Justin, 9. 

The victims are residents of Barangay Pan- 
panan I in San Remigio, 21 km northeast of 
the capital town of San Jose. The hinterland 
village straddles the boundary of Antique and 
Iloilo provinces. 

‘A civilian guide of the soldiers was also 
wounded, but Besa withheld his identity for 
security reasons. 

Besa described the incident as an “en- 
counter between armed civilians" “and 
troops of the 31st Reconnaissance Compa- 
ny under Task Force Panay (TFP), which is! 
in-charge of internal security operations 


on Panay Island. 

He said 18 soldiers were patrolling the 
area to check on reports of the presence 
of armed men when they allegedly en- 
countered a group of armed residents led 
by their barangay chair, Julie Cabusbu- 
san. 

‘The two groups allegedly fired at each oth- 
er at around 5:30 a.m., thinking that they 
were up against New People's Army (NPA) 
rebels. 

“The [rebels] always pass by the village so 
both the soldiers and residents thought they 
were firing at the rebels," Besa told the INQuis- 
nina telephone interview. 

He said the Army troops recovered a Car- 
bine rifle and a homemade shotgun at the bat- 
tle scene. 

The civilian victims were "caught in the 
crossfire,” Besa said. 

Maj. Gen. Alphonsus Crucero, 3rd Infantry 
Division commander, ordered the TFP to con- 
duct a thorough investigation of the incident 
to determine if lapses were committed by the 
soldiers. 

Police authorities are conducting a sep- 
arate probe of the incident, said Supt. 
Ronilo Quebrar, provincial police direc- 
tor. 


antigovernment and pro-communist. 

“They were afraid of the consequences 
once they protest holding the placards hand: 
ed to them by the Army soldiers,” the priest 
said over the phone. a 

He said they were made to believe that it 
was the village officials of Magsikap who 
called the assembly. But it turned out that 
what was discussed during the meeting was 
the agenda prepared by the military, Montal, 
lona said. 3 

Maj. Jose Broso, spokesperson of the mili; 
tarys Southern Luzon Command, denied thé) 
allegations. 5 

"Handling placards was not compulsory It was 
usually held as the culminating part of the assem: & 
bly as a manifestation of unity against a common 
enemy” Broso explained. Delfin T. Mallari Jr, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Owners of sunken 
ship can’t hide 
behind law-SC 


BAGUIO CITY—OWNERS OF 
the ill-fated MV P. Aboitiz, which 
sank in 1980 while on its way to 
Manila from Hong Kong, must 
now pay back one of the firms 
that insured the cargoes it lost at 
sea 26 years ago, the Supreme 
Court ruled on Tuesday. 

The courts third division said 
Aboitiz Shipping Corp. could no 
longer hide behind a principle in in- 
ternationally recognized maritime. 
Jaw that it can limit the full amount 
ofits liability only to the value ofthe 
vessel it lost in a major accident. 

Aboitiz has been facing over 
100 indemnification claims 
mostly from insurers over car- 
goes it lost when the P. Aboitiz 
sank on Oct. 31, 1980. The lost 
cargoes ranged from Renault 
motor vehicle spare parts worth 
P284,218 to glass tubes worth 
P29,719.88. 

“The Supreme Court affirmed the 
Aug. 29, 2002 and Jan. 23, 2003 
rulings of the Court of Appeals that 
‘Aboitiz was still liable for the full 
value of textiles and chemicals 
shipped by Societe Francaise Des 
Colloides and insured by New In- 
dia Assurance Co. upon its ship- 
ment to Manila. This amounts to 
P142,401.60. 

The vessel's owners said the R 
Aboitiz sank due to bad weather, 
but the high court and the CA con- 
cluded in previous rulings that it 
sank because of its poor condition. 

In recent manifestations, Aboitiz 
contested court decisions mandat- 
ing payment of the cargoes full val- 
ue because of the maritime laws 
limited liability doctrine. This doc- 
trine protects ship owners from le- 
gal suits on the theory that they 
‘cannot be held accountable for a 
ship beyond their control or super- 
vision, once it embarks fully 
equipped and manned by a full 
crew. 

Aboitiz claimed that the dam- 
age claims already exceed the 
value of P Aboitiz, It had been jus- 
tifying this assertion with a ruling 


issued by the Board of Marine In- 
quiry that declared the vessel sea- 
worthy, and which exonerated 
the ship's captain and crew from 
administrative liabilities. 

Different courts previously 
gave weight to the report of a sur- 
veyor, which indicated that the P 
Aboitizs cargo hold was flooded 
before it encountered a typhoon. 
‘The crew survived the accident. 

Associate Justice Leonardo 
Quisumbing, who penned the de- 
sion, said the courts previous 
rulings on the case “may appear 
inconsistent” because “this court 
has variedly applied the doctrine 
of limited liability to the same in- 
cident.” 

But the tribunal said the negli- 
gence of the ship's owner could 
not be disputed. 

Quisumbing said the high 
court made Aboitiz liable for car- 
goes insured by another firm, 
Monarch Insurance Co. Inc. in a 
June 8, 1993 decision. 

In that ruling, “the court 
stressed that the cireumstances 
therein still made the doctrine of 
limited liability applicable.” 

However, the third division 
said “an exception to the limited 
liability doctrine is when the 
damage is due to the fault of the 
ship owner or to the concurrent 
negligence of the ship owner and 
captain ... in which case, the ship 
‘owner shall be liable [for] the full 
extent of the damage.” 

“From the nature of their busi- 
ness and for reasons of public po- 
licy, common carriers are bound 
to observe extraordinary dil 
gence over the goods they trans- 
port according to all the circum- 
stances of each case,” the court 
said. 

“In all other cases, common 
carriers are presumed to have 
been at fault or to have acted neg- 
ligently, unless they prove that 
they observed extraordinary dili- 
gence.” Vincent Cabreza, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Gov't reviews peace pact with Balweg militi 
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BAGUIO CITY—THE GOVERNMENT IS RE- 
viewing a peace agreement with the militia 
organized by the late rebel priest Conrado 
Balweg after admitting that it failed to fulfill 
its promises to the group. 

Balweg, who signed the first peace agree- 
ment with the government on the heels of 
strongman Ferdinand Marcos’ ouster in the 
1986 Edsa Revolt, was gunned down by com- 
munistrebels in Abra on Dec. 31, 1999. 

Jesus Dureza, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's adviser on the peace process, met with 
members of the Cordillera People's Liberation 
Army (CPLA) last week and cited the rebel 
group as “the most patient" in the country for 
sustaining a ceasefire with the government 
despite the state's lapses. 

Guided by a directive from Ms Arroyo to 
begin developing “post-conflict areas" 
Dureza is introducing an economic plan to 
help Balweg's militiamen. 

When he headed the Mindanao Economic 
Development Council, Dureza drew up an 
economic package to help members of the 
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Moro National Liberation Front. 

Renato Navata, Cordillera director of the 
Department of Agrarian Reform, said he was 
surprised to hear from CPLA commanders in 
Kalinga last week that their only requests 
from the government were clean water, good 
roads, and livelihood projects for old rebels. 

“If these were all the rebels wanted from us 
[in the government], what stopped us from 
giving [these] to them?" Navata said during a 
session attended by Dureza, the Cordillera 
Regional Development Council, and Balwegs 
widow, Corazon Cortel 

But Juan Ngalob, Cordillera director of the 
National Economic and Development Author- 
ity, said regional agencies were unaware of 
any promises Malacafiang had made to the 
CPLA because the talks never filtered down to 
the region, 

‘The promises were never translated into pro- 
jects affirmed by the RDC, Ngalob told Dureza. 

During the term of then President Joseph 
Estrada, then Agrarian Reform Secretary Ho- 
racio Morales set out to convert some land ar- 


Jammin gin The key of Biz 


37th National Marketing Conference 


World Class Innovations 


Philippine Plaza Hotel , May 18-19, 2006 


Regular Registration Fee (April 1 - May 17) 


On-site Registration Fee (May 18) 


P8,500 
P10,000 


To register, please contact Tel. 634-4890 or e-mail 
«philmarketingGpldtdsl.net» 


SPONSORED BY : Audiowav - Megaworld Corporation - The Brain Computer 

+ Home Radio - Energy FM - Citibank + ANIMO Alternative Communications 

- Flash Media - BrandLab - www.YEHEY.com - CENTREX Corporation - 
Ott Louie Philippines - Spring - Carlo Rossi - Faber Castell + 


eas occupied by CPLA forces into special agri- 
cultural zones. At the time, former journalist. 
Abrino Aydinan was DAR Cordillera director 
but the zones favored a faction of the CPLA 
that broke away from Balweg. 

This same faction, led by Mayor Mailed 
Molina of Bucloc, Abra, was the beneficiary of 
Ms Arroyo's directive to integrate more than * 
200 militiamen into the military. 

Dureza said this compelled Balweg's fac- 
tion to seek its own integration plans. 

Molina and Cortel have since formed a 
“unified CPLA,” but the government wants 
proof of unity before it can act on future de- 
mands, Dureza told the CPLA members. 

Dureza later told the Inquirer that the gov- -, 
emment was treating the CPLA peace agree- "5 
ment as an important historical document. 

Combined with a lobby pushed by the" 
Cordillera Peoples Alliance, Balweg's popularity 
in 1986 helped inject provisions in the 1987 
Constitution that recognized indigenous peo- 
ples rights and their stake in ancestral lands. 
Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


.. ROUNDUP 
3 mayors face charges 
DUMAGUETE CiTY—Three mayors In Negros 
Oriental have not taken any steps to comply with 
provisions of Republic Act No. 9003 (Ecological 
Solid Waste Management Act), and have been 
recommended to face administrative charges, ac- 
to an evaluation by the Department of En- 
ronment and Natural Resources. Charlie Fabre, 
Community Environment and Natural Resources 
Officer based here, refused to identify the mayors 
but sald they came from the three districts in the 
province. While most local government units 
have failed to completely comply with the law, 
they have taken measures to implement it, except 
tor three towns, Fabre said. Celso Lorriega Jr. , 
DENR executive director for Central Visayas, said 
the departments head office and the National 
Solid Waste Commission had yet to act on the 
recommendation. Under the law, mayors must 
put up a sanitary landfill on or before January 
2006 or face administrative charges 
Romy G. Amarado, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Dilapidated patrol cars 

DARAGA, Albay Tis 

town's police force could 

not immediately respond 

to requests for help due 

toits dilapidated patrol 

car. Municipal police 

chief Senior inp. Jose 

Capinpin said their ser- 

vice vehicle needed re 

pair and a new battery. 

1t conks out every time 

we use it, hence the delayed response to the pub- 

ics appeal for help." He said the town police 

would be more effective if the municipal govern- 

‘ment increased its appropriations and gasoline al- 

lowances so police mobility could be sustained. 
Edgar Alejo, PD! Southern Luzon Bureau 


Volunteer cops in Legazpi 
LEGAZPI CITY—Some 500 volunteers, composed 
of street vendors and drivers of tricycles and vehi- 
cles for hire, are being recruited by the city govern- 
ment to assist lawmen. Vice Mayor Rico Salazar 
Said thet ater completing training, the volunteers 
would be deputized and tasked with policing her 
‘own ranks and reporting on erring drivers who col- 
lect exorbitant fores and violate traffic rules, espe- 
cially during summer when the city plays host to 
national conventions and tourism events. 

Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Job fairs in Bicol 
LEGAZPI CITY—The Department of Labor and 
Employment has launched job fairs in different 
pars of the region trom April 17 to May 17. The 
fairs are expected to make available 8,450 job po- 
sitions, 2.850 of which are in local firms and 
5,600 overseas. Labor Regional Director Alex 
Maraan said it was better to create job opportuni- 
ties than increase wages that might result in the 
closure of many companies. 

Ephraim Aguilar, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


New SC administrator 
BAGUIO CITY—Deputy Court Administrator 
Christopher Lock took his oath of office as the 
mew Supreme Court administrator on Wednes- 
day. The post was vacated by Presbiterio Velasco, 
who was appointed Supreme Court associate jus- 
tice on March 31. Chief Justice Artemio Pangani- 
ban led an en banc session on Tuesday to inter- 
view Lock, acting Court Administrator Zenaida 
Elepafio and Deputy Court Administrator Jose 
Perez. Also interviewed were Associate Justice 
Noel Tijam of the Court of Appeals and Associate 
Justice Lovell Bautista of the Court of Tax Ap- 
peats, said lawyer Raymund Martelino, supervis- 
ing judicial staff officer of the Supreme Court's 
public information office. 

Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


*Face-off with Fear? 

ALIFE COACH from Cana- 

da and currently asedin. 

Rajasthan, Inda, shares 

her ife experiences and 

advice on how to best 

handle modem society's 

technalogy-driven, every 

manosecond-counis 

breakneck pace and ac- 

comparying situations, 

according to Brahma Kumaris. Denise Lawrence 
will speak in a program titled "Face Off (Shaking 
Hands with Fear, Anger and Paln)," at 6:30 p.m., 
May 23, at tha Si. Cecila Hal in St. Scholastica 
College In Manila; at 6:30 p.m., May 24, at Ayala 
Cinema 4, Ayala Center in Cebu; and at 4:30 p.m., 
June t, at the Bulwagang Juan Luna, University of 
the Philippines Bagulo. For inquiries, call (02)890- 
7960 (Makati), (02922-9231 (Quezon City), 
(02)521-2015 (Manila), (032)254-5975 (Cebu) or 
(074)445-5935 (Baguio). 


MONDAY, MAY 8, 2006 


COTABATO CITY—THE MORO IS- 
Tamic Liberation Front (MILF) on 
Saturday urged mining companies 
to leave its claimed territory, saying 
it was against mining operations. 
"The MILF has presence in Central 
Mindanao and Davao del Sur, where 
Sagittarius Mines extracts copper and 
gold, and the Zamboanga Peninsula, 
‘where Canadian finn Toronto Ven- 


tures operates a mining ste. 

‘There are also mining activities 
in other areas where the MILF 
maintains a presence. 

"It brings in more disaster rather 
than good things to the Bangsamoro 
people,” Jun Mantawil, chair of the 
MILF peace pane! secretariat, said. 

Mantawil’s revelation provided 
a sneak peak of what the future 


Luisita farmers 
feud over land 
ownership plan 


By Tonette Orejas 
and Russell Arador 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


TARLAC CITY—THE FEUD BE- 
tween two groups of more than 
5,000 farm workers at the Hacien- 
da Luisita widened as they differed 
on the mode of ownership of the 
estate owned by the family of for- 
mer President Corazon Aquino. 

On Sunday, Kilusang Mag- 
bubukid ng Pilipinas secretary 
general, Danilo Ramos, lambast- 
ed the Farm Workers Agrarian Re- 
form Movement (FARM) that 
called for the individual titling of 
the 4,874 hectares of land eligible 
for the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program. 

The KMP chapter, the Alyansa ng 
Manggagawang Bukid sa Asyenda 
Luisita (Ambala), and the United 
Luisita Workers Union (Ulwu) pre- 
ferred collective ownership. 

Ramos called the FARM “newly 
formed and fake” and accused it of 
misrepresenting the farm workers. 

The FARM, Ramos said, did not 
participate in the struggle to gain 
land ownership, work for the cancel- 
lation of the stock distribution option 
‘mechanism, and resist military and 
police attacks during the yearlong 
strike Of the Central Azucarera de 
‘Tarlac Labor Union (Cat) that end. 
ed in November 2005. Sa 
Thick skin 

“There is no other term for it 
but callousness,” Ramos said in 
text messages to the INQUIRER. 

He said the FARM's demand for 
individual titles was “dubious and 
dangerous" because this would 
give the Cojuangco family a chance 
toreconcentrate land ownership. 

"It seems that the FARM is pre- 
tending to represent the farm work- 
ers but is actually working for the 
benefit of the Cojuangcos," he said. 

Renato Lalic, FARM secretary 
general, said the group was 
formed to “seriously face” the 
agrarian issue, mainly the land- 
lessness of farm workers. 

"We have no other motive but to 
guard and defend our individual 
rights to the land against those who 
will deny us these,” Lalic said. 

FARM chair Noel Mallari said 
his group was not fake. 

“All of our members are legiti- 


mate farm workers. They all lived 
in Barangays Mabilog, Pando and 
Parang (at the Concepcion town 
side of the estate) and all were in- 
volved in the agrarian struggle 
since 1989," he said. 


Legitimate 

Mallari said he was the former 
vice chair of Ambala and a signa- 
tory to the original complaint ask- 
ing the Department of Agrarian 
Reform to revoke the SDO. 

‘The Presidential Agrarian Re- 
form Council revoked the SDO af- 
ter the workers strike, but Hacien- 
da Luisita Inc. questioned the de- 
cision of the council before the 
Supreme Court. 

Mallari said the FARM had to be 
formed because Uhwu did "not 
clearly deal with the agrarian issue 
as it was more of a labor union.” 

His group, he said, had “never 
connived” with any person or 
group. 

In fact, one of the issues we 
‘would like to clarify is the agreement 
between Ulwu and the Cojuangcos 
after the strike. Apparently, Uiwu 
sold the blood and sweat of farm 
workers. In a memorandum of 
agreement, they agreed to be paid 
ona piecemeal basi [for back wages 
and benefits] and to subcontract the 


, fulttilg Of sugar canes,” Mallari said. | 
Reng Galang, Ulwu president 


“And ‘Ambala chair, denied any ir- 
regularities. 

Mallari, he said, “abandoned 
us during the strike and claimed 
credit for its success later.” 


Five titles 

Agrarian Reform Undersecre- 
tary Narciso Nieto Jr. said no mat- 
ter how many contending parties 
there are at Hacienda Luisita, the 
DAR “would not select the benefi- 
ciaries on the basis of their affilia- 
tions or organizations.” 

“We will also not bow to pressures 
from any of those disputing organi- 
zations,” Nieto said on Sunday. 

He said Hacienda Luisita was cov- 
ered by five titles, which would be 
made into Certificates of Land Own- 
ership Awards (Cloas) tobe titled toa 
group of beneficiaries. 

"Wete using Cloas in the mean- 
time because it will take a long time 
for the DAR to produce individual ti- 
tles and subdivide che lots,” he said. 


Foiled STL project opens 
door to Vizcaya ‘jueteng’ 


By Melvin Gascon 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA 
—The illegal numbers game 
“jueteng” has returned to the 
larger towns of this province with 
the reported revival of operations 
in other areas in Luzon, reports 
reaching the Inquirer said. 

Sources from police and jueteng 
employees have confirmed the 
resurgence of jueteng operations in 
the province, barely three weeks af- 
ter the provincial board slammed 
the door on attempts to launch oper- 
ations of the govemnmentbacked 
‘Small Town Lottery (STL) project. 

"he sources said jueteng began 
with dry run operations on May 3 
and had since intensified with thrice- 
acday draws. They said jueteng was 
operating in this capital town of Bam- 
bang and parts of Solano town. 

"he revived operations of 
jueteng came two months after 
its latest resurgence in early 
March, The operations in March. 
stopped after Catholic Bishop Ra- 
mon Villena invited local and po- 
lice officials to a dialogue to ad- 
dress the plea of jueteng workers 
to be given alternative livelihood. 

On April 26, the provincial 
board passed a resolution urging 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to 
spare the province from the opera- 


tions of STL, effectively rejecting 
the application of one Alex Mauri- 
cio to operate the local lottery. 

Vice Gov. Jose Gambito, the act- 
ing governor, has denied accusa- 
tions chat he approved the revival of 
jueteng, allegedly taking advantage 
of the absence of Gov. Luisa Cuares- 
ma, who isin the United States. 

“If that is true, T should have 
done it immediately after the 
governor left for abroad. Why 
then did this [resurgence] hap- 
pen only now that she is on her 
way back [to the country)?" 
Gambito asked. 

He suspected that his political 
rivals concocted the allegations 
to tarish his name. "I'm looking 
at the angle that this [s a scenario 
made purposely to [discredit] me 
as acting governor.” 

He said the failed attempt of 
the Philippine Charity Sweep- 
stakes Office, which runs the STL, 
had led to the revival of jueteng 
by those who hoped to earn a liv- 
ing from government lottery. 

Nueva Vizcaya police director 
Senior Supt. Rogelio Damazo 
said he had yet to confirm the re- 
ported resurgence of the illegal 
numbers game in the province. 

“So far, we have not found any 
venue for their draws, which is 
our best evidence against (the 
perpetrators]," he said. 
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Across the NATION | 
MILF tells mining companies to leave its ‘territories’ 


Moro-led area would be, as far as 
the mining industry is concerned. 

The ancestral domain issue, 
however, remains the biggest 
stumbling block to the peace ne- 
gotiations between the govern- 
ment and the rebel group. 

On Thursday the 12th round ofin- 
formal talks held in Kuala Lumpur 
ended without significant gains as 


both sides failed to define the terito- the lives of people because these “The mining industry rapes, ex- 
ry of the future Bangsamoro home- “are profit-centered.” tracts, denudes, divests, drains and 
land. “More often than not, they leave brings forth death and destruction 
"Without a strict and reliable the destiny of the people near or to our environment and the 
mechanism that would save the around mining sites to the tyranny marginalized population especially 
people from the hazards of min- of nature such as landslides, cave- the indigenous people," he said. 
ing, the MILF cannot leave their ins, and floods," he said. But he said the MILF might agree to 
lives to chance," Mantawil said. Mining also destroys the envi- — mining if companies could prove that 
‘The MILE he said, doubted if ronment that helps feed the peo- their activities are environment-iend- 
mining companies cared about ple, Mantawil said. 1y Edwin Fernandez, PDIM, Bureau. 
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BUS COMPANIES, TOO 
Jeepney operators nix fare increase 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


A SHAKY COALITION OF THE 
country's largest public transport. 
organizations of jeepney opera- 
tors has decided to abort its plan 
of filing a fare hike petition this 
week after a key sector withdrew 
its support for the move. 

In a telephone interview with 
the Inquirer late Saturday, United 
‘Transport Coalition legal counsel 
Vigor Mendoza said they decided 
to hold off on the petition after 
bus operators struck a deal with 
the government late last week. 

Under the agreement, bus oper- 
ators will enjoy concessions from 
the transportation department 
and the Land Transportation Fran- 
chising and Regulatory Board (LT- 
FRB) in exchange for their com- 
mitment not to seek a fare hike. 

The bus operators’ about-face 
took the wind out of the transport 
sectors mounting agitation for a fare 
hike inthe face of rising fuel prices. 

“We figured that, if jeepneys 
increase their fares while buses 
don’t, commuters might migrate 
to buses,” Mendoza said, explain- 
ing why the jeepney operators 
backed down. 

The minimum fare for jeep- 
neys now stands at P7.50 for the 
first four kilometers, while that 
for buses stands at P8.25. 

Mendoza said that a jeepney 
fare hike, assuming it would be 
granted, would make buses a 
cheaper mode of transport—a sit- 
uation that jeepney operators 
don’t want to happen. 
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Last week, the transport coalition. 
lawyer said’ that jeepney groups 
would push through with their fare 
hike petitions "with or without the. 
participation of bus operators." 

"So their plan worked," Mendoza 
said, referring to the LTFRB's “divide 
and conquer” move of negotiating 
exclusively with bus operators. 

LTFRB chair Ma. Elena 
Bautista could not be reached for 
comment as of press time. 

According to Mendoza, the deal 
between the government and bus 
operators called for, among other 
things, the government to aggres- 
sively prosecute unlicensed opera- 
tors in an effort to rid Metro Mani- 
la's roads of colorum buses. 

Mendoza said that jeepney op- 
erators were now hoping to gain. 
the same concession from the 
government in lieu of a fare hike. 

“If they enforce this, it will re- 
move about 500 jeepneys from 
Metro Manila's roads, and there- 
fore increase turnaround time," 
he said, explaining how tighter 
regulation would help the legal 
jeepney operators. 

Despite the groups sudden 
change of heart, Mendoza said 
they still reserved the right to re- 
vive their fare hike petition 
should fuel prices—especially for 
diesel fuel—rise further. 

"Our new psychological 
threshold is P36 per liter of 
diesel," he said. 

Last week, LTFRB’s Bautista 


said she saw no possibility of a BUDDHIST FETE 


Fae ne a no Ponso dow | Monks of the Philippine Buddhist community perform the Bathing ofthe Buddha ritual for the cleansing of the local congregation during 


P35 per liter. the celebration of Vesak Days in the Buddhist Year 2550 yesterday. 


ANU 


Total raises gas prices Search for 26 seamen suspended 


HOT ON THE HEELS OF ITS 
‘competitors, Total (Philippines) 
Corp. hiked fuel prices by 50 cen- 
tavos a liter at 12:01 a.m. today. 

‘The oil firm followed similar 
price increases implemented by 
Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp. 
last Saturday, and Petron Corp., 
Chevron Philippines Inc., Eastern 
Petroleum Corp.; Flying V and 
Unioil Petroleum Philippines Inc. 
at different times yesterday. 

The price hike was the sec- 
ond for Total and fhe othenoil | 
firms this month. . 3." 

adig dita oth De- 
partment of Energy, the regional 
benchmark Dubai crude siyrock- 
iE co rM 


barrel as of May 3 from an April 

average of $64.14 a barrel. JOHANNESBURG—RESCUERS 
"The price of unleaded gaso- have suspended the search for 

line based on the Mean of 26 missing seamen, most of 

Plats Singapore (MOPS) them Filipinos, whose ship sank 

benchmark for refined Off the South African coast on 

petroleum products" 'also Wednesday, a spokesperson 

surgedto $90.35 abarrelinthe said. 

first three days of May from “No other survivors have been 

$81.13 a barrel last month. found and the search has been 
MOPSbased diesel soared to suspended,” said Meagan 

$9).12abarelintheMay1-3pe-  Sobotker, spokesperson for South 

fiodFrom$86.66abarelin Ape. Africam maritime search and res- 
~ Since the start of the year, Jo- Cue services, on Sunday. 

* scal oil firms have hiked gasoline 

prices ight times byatotalofP4  lronore g 

A iter Diesel and kerosene prices The Alexandros T, sailing from 

have risen nine timesby totalof Brazil to China with a load of iron 

P4S0aliter  Abigaill. Ho Ore, broke up and sank on 

Wednesday night in heavy seas 


some 300 nautical miles off the 
eastern port city of Port Eliza- 
beth. 

Seven of the bulk carrier's 33 
crew members were rescued on 
Wednesday and on Thursday but. 
26 members of the crew, includ- 
ing four Greek citizens who aban- 
doned ship wearing life jackets, 
were missing. 3 


18 Pinoy crewmen 

The Philippine government 
said 18 Filipinos were among the 
missing from the crew and that 
diplomats were seeking informa- 
tion from the Greek operator of 
the ship. 

Sobotker said the search was 


suspended on Saturday “but was 
not cancelled” and that if new in- 
formation surfaced on the fate of 
the 26, the rescue mission would 
resume. 

Rescue chief Andre Boteson 
Friday expressed concern for 
the 26 men, noting that-they 
had been lost at sea for many 
hours and that they would 
likely be suffering from hy- 
pothermia and unable to at- 
tract the attention of search 
parties. 

The bulk carrier, which had a 
gross tonnage of 91,000, sent 
out a distress signal on Wednes- 
day afternoon saying it was tak- 
ing in water. It sank a few hours 


later in stormy seas. 


Seven rescued 

Of the seven sailors who 
were rescued, six were from the 
Philippines and one from Ro- 
mania. 

The stretch of coastline bet- 
ween Port Elizabeth and the east- 
ern port of Durban is known as a 
graveyard for ships. 

The worst disaster recorded 
there occurred in 1909, when the 
SS Waratah went down with all 
211 on board. 

The seas claimed the cruise lin- 
er Oceanos in 1991 and the carri- 
er Kiperousa sank there in June 
last year. ‘AFP 


Inquirer’ s HIP magazines jive, sizzle and score 


By Adel Gabot 


IT TAKES A BROAD IMAGINA- 
tion to find a connection between 
singer Jason Mraz, a coffee tast- 
ing encounter with the Benedic- 
tine Monks of Malaybalay and 
storming a lair called Molten 
Core to fight legions of Fireguard 
Elementals. 

Say what? 

For the three new magazines 
from Hinge Inquirer Publications, 
the Inquirer Groups magazine 
arm, they're all in a day's work. 

Burn, anew music magazine, 
Game! a new...uh, gaming title, 
and the venerable F&B World 
(with its supplement Baking 
Press), a food service mag have 
been added to HIP's library of 
special niche titles. The addi- 
tions are not lightweight me- 
toos either. In an industry where 
mew magazines up like toad- 
stools and disappear just as easi- 
ly, HIP's new magazines bring to 
the table a host of experts and. 
luminaries in their respective 
categories. 


Burn, baby, burn 

Take Burn, for example. 

‘The name is a£ incendiary as it 
sounds, Named after the process 
of creating compact discs, its 
name, among other things, also 
evokes the passion the people be- 
hind it have for music. Unlike 
others on the market that have 
more angst than actual content, 
Burn offers coverage of all music 
genres not just rock—both lo- 
cal and foreign and does it with 
sense and style. 

Staffed by people like former 
MTV Ink editor in chief Kristine 
Fonacier, Palanca Awardee Luis 
Katigbak, musician and former 
NU107 radio DJ Zach Lucero, and 
a host of expert reviewers, critics 
and music industry mavens, Burn 
is an emerging force in the music 


P 


BUR 


PUSSYCAT DOLLS rises 


THE COOL STAFF of Burn magazine features all music genres—not 
just rock—with sense and style. 


scene, and is a worthy feed for last month, showcasing its dif- 
your eyes and ears, ferent styles and faces with four 
Burn's first issue came out cover variants: one featured 


v 


eme 


E 


GLOSSIES all ina row: Hinge Inquirer Publications (HIP), the 
Inquiner Group's magazine arm, has launched Burn, F&B World 
with supplement Baking Press and Game! 


the band Pupil, another with 
Orange and Lemons,’ still an- 
other with Christian Bautista 
and Nina, and the last one with 
The Pussycat Dolls. 

Each issue came with a free 
collector's edition compact disc 
produced specifically for Burn by 
DJ Zach, featuring exclusive in- 
terviews with artists (even for- 
eign-based ones like Jason Mraz), 
guides and music how-tos, spe- 
cial exclusive Burn-only numbers 
by the artists featured in the mag- 
azine, and new music from up- 
coming artists. 


Ready, get set 

Video gamers now havea valid 
reason to take their eyes off their 
‘monitors—HIP’s new electronic 
entertainment title Game! 
plumbs Filipino-specific gaming 
issues, needs and themes, all 
packaged together with the fre- 
netic energy of the typical 21st 
Century game. 

Riding the crest of the online. 
gaming boom, Gamel focuses on 
online entertainment a bit more 
than the console and portable as- 


pects of the gaming scene, offer- 
ing tons of tips, guides, maps, 
‘walkthroughs and other informa- 
tion for the more popular foreign 
and local online games. Game al- 
so features prominent people in 
and behind the gaming scene, as 
well as reviews of available titles, 
accessories and other gear. 
Game! Editor in Chief Howard 
Paw, an avowed gamer even be- 
fore joining Game's staff (and an 
internationally respected veteran 
of many World of Wareraft cam- 
paigns like Molten Core) feels 
that gaming's future lies online. 
“its the biggest phe- 
nomenon—the growth of online 
gaming is a direct result of the 
maturing of broadband services 
and technology.” says Howard. “A 
foreign cable TV show about 
games recently did a feature on 
our country as being a haven for 
online games in our region!” 


Food for thought 

The most recent addition to 
the HIP repertoire is not quite 
as new as Burn or Gamel, F&B 
World (the letters stand for 


Food and Beverage) has been 
around for several years as the 
only food service title catering 
(forgive the pun) to the food in- 
dustry. F&B World is an indus- 
try publication that explores 
matters of the kitchen, not nec- 
essarily in the home, but mostly 
for restaurants and hotels, all 
the way to students learning to 
be chefs and practitioners in 
the industry, 

The bi-monthly F&B World is 
an acknowledged reference and 
respected source of information 
in the field, covering not just 
food and beverage, but features 
top talents in the industry, tools 
and equipment, tends and 
practices of its market, The 
magazine also reviews venues 
and cooking gadgets, food, wine 
and everything related to the in- 
dustry. Its subscribers are not 
just restaurateurs, chefs and ho- 
tel managers, but also students 
who intend to enter the field af- 
ter their studies. 

The F&B World staff are re- 
spected and acknowledged ex- 
perts in their respective fields. 
Editor in chief Nana Ozaeta, who 
has been with F&B World since 
the beginning, credits the maga- 
zine for giving her unique experi- 
ences she never would have had 
in another profession, 

Ineluded with each issue of 
F&B World is a special supple- 
ment, that is for all intents and 
purposes, a separate magazine in 
its own right—Baking Press, 
which is dedicated to the baking 
industry. 

Bum, Game and F&B 
World/Baking Press flesh out 
HIP's growing catalog of niche 
magazine titles, which include PC 
Magazine Philippines, Mobile 
Philippines and Golf Digest 
Philippines. The current issues of 
all these titles are now available 
at your nearest newsstand, 
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Public warned vs cheap, plastic electric fans 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
and Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


The heat that has been plagu- 
ing the metropolis for the past 
few months may lead to careless- 
ness among some city residents 
that could result in overheated 
fans, the fire official said. 

“Failing to turn off these fans 
could cause their motors to over- 
heat and result in fire incidents,” 
Gaspar said. 

Witnesses told the arson inves- 
tigator that occupants of the 
house forgot to turn off the elec- 
tric fan inside one of the rooms. 

The fire, which began at 2:48 
p.m., reached the fourth alarm 
and destroyed P500,000 worth of 
property before it was put an, 
hour later, Gaspar said. 

“Owners should also make 
sure that their electric fans are 
well-maintained and cleaned reg- 
ularly” the fre official said. 

In Marikina, Chief Insp. Anto- 
nio Razal, the city’s fire marshal, 
urged residents to hire licensed 


Criminology student killed in QC 


By DJ Yap 


electricians when setting up their 
house's electrical connections. 


Get professional help 

“Doing it yourself might cost 
less, but it can also cause fires,” 
Razal warned yesterday. 

He said the two fires which hit 
two relocation areas in the city 
this week, razing almost 30 hous- 
es and P8 million worth of prop- 
ey ven fen electricity-relat- 
ed. 

“To save money, some house 
owners, especially in resettle- 
ment areas, no longer hire li- 
censed electricians. Their electri- 
cal connections are not done 
properly,” Razal said in Filipino. 

The first fire left 43 families 
homeless in Tumana, Barangay 
‘Concepcion Uno on Thursday. On 
Saturday, a fire razed nine houses 
and partially damaged five others 
in Dofia Petra, also in Barangay 
Concepcion Uno. 


IT MAY BE CHEAPER BUT IT 
could cost you more in the long 
run. Worse, it might even kill you 
and your family. 

Manila firefighters yesterday 
wamed against the use of un- 
branded electric fans following the 
fire that razed a two-story house in 
the Sta, Cruzarea on Saturday. 

‘SFO1 Emmanuel Gaspar of the 
Manila Fire Department said the fire 
that destroyed the house at 7043 
comer P Guevarra and San Lazaro 
Streets may have been caused by an 
“unattended, plastic fan.” 


Not for heavy duty 

“This kind of electric fans, usu- 
ally imported from China and 
sold at very cheap prices, are not 
meant for heavy duty use,” Gas- 
par told the Inquirer in a phone 
interview. 


from the tree at 5:45 a.m. at 32 
Lily St., Barangay Maligaya Park, 
police said. 

The former steel company 
worker was last seen alive at 
about 1 a.m., drinking liquor in 


front of his house, said investiga- 
tor PO3 Joseph Dino. 

Police interviews with the vic- 
tim’s family showed that he had 
grown increasingly depressed in the 
past few years after he lost his job. 


HE HAD BARELY BEGUN HIS 
studies in fighting criminals 
when he became a victim of a 
crime himself 

Reycel Almeda, a 
17-year-old criminol- 
ogy freshman at the 
University of Manila, 
was stabbed dead af- 
ter getting into an ar- 
gument with his 
neighbor in Quezon 
City on Saturday. 

Almeda was chat- 
ting with his friends 
in front of his house 
on Interior-8, Baran- 
gay Old Balara at 
around 4:30 p.m. 
when Rogelio dela 
Cruz approached 
them, police said. 

For unknown rea- 
sons, the suspect, 
who seemed drunk, 
started insulting the 
group, leading to an 
exchange of unpleas- 
ant words between 
them. 

Dela Cruz abruptly 
left and went inside 
his house, but he re- 
turned moments lat- 
er with a knife. 

The suspect then 
stabbed the victim in 
the trunk before flee- 
ing on foot. He has 
not been seen since, 
police said. 

Almeda’s mother 
rushed him to the 
East Avenue Medical 
Center but he died 
soon after. 

Meanwhile, a man 
who had shown signs 
of depression after 
losing his job hanged 
himself from a santol 
tree in front of his 
house in Novaliches 
yesterday. 

Feliciano Alga- 
mon, 41, was discov- 
ered hanging by a 
yellow nylon cord 
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CITY FISHERMAN 
‘Aman casts his fishing net at the Manggahan floodway in Pasig. The manmade canal has become a 


‘source of livelihood for residents who live alongside the waterway. 
EDN BACASHAS 
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82 bird species find sanctuary on UP campus 
Diverse habitats at Diliman ideal for nesting, says Wild Bird Club of the Philippi a 


By Amadis Ma. Guerrero 
Contributor 


My heart in hiding 
stirred for a bird .. 
- Gerald Manley Hopkins, S.J. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


METRO 


A LONG-TAIL shrike, one 


of the various species that 


WHILE NOBODY WAS LOOKING—EX- 
cept, of course, the bird watchers and the 
scientists—the bird population on the 
campus of the University of the Philip- 
pines in Diliman, Quezon City (and also 
the nearby Ateneo de Manila at Loyola 
Heights) began to increase. 

The birds include common as well as 
relatively uncommon species, near- 
threatened, endemic (found only in the 
Philippines), resident as well as migrato- 


During the warm months, the birds, 
whether campus residents or migratory, 
are active early in the morning and be- 
fore sunset. During the cool months, the 
birds migrate from Siberia to Korea, East 
China, Taiwan and the Philippines. Oth- 
ers go on to Indonesia and Australia. 

“The resident birds are here year- 
round while the migrants start arriving 
late August," noted Dr. Benjamin Vallejo 
Jz, a marine biologist of the UP Institute 
of Environmental Science & Meteorolo- 
gy. "By September-October marami na 
sila (there are many of them.)" 


More bird sightings 
Interest was first sparked 

by a report of the Wild 

Bird Club of the 

Philippines 

(WBCP), which 

said that bird 


can be found inside the 
university. 


EDWNBACASIAS 


“We don’t know if they were breeding or 
passing through. That's the next stage of 
‘our research.” 


sightings in the 
UP campus had increased in recent 
years. 

“The birds like it here because of the 
diverse habitats—forest, grassland, wa- 
tery and muddy areas, and buildings for 
nesting,” observed Jonathan Villasper, a 
UP professor and WBCP member. 

The WBCP has reported sightings of 
82 birds species. However, Alexander 
Aloy, a research associate of the institute, 
estimated the number of species ob- 


Egret, blue-winged Kingfisher, Barred 
Rail, White-Breasted Waterhen, Brush 
Cuckoo, Philippine Pygmy Woodpecker 
and the Colasisi. 

‘The UP area where one is likely to see 
birds is the College of Science Complex. 
"There's a creek and not too many peo- 
ple,” explained Vallejo. The species they 
have observed include the tree sparrow 
(maya), yellow-vented bulbul, maria 
cafra (pied-fantail) and, among the mi- 
grants, the brown shrike. 

Near-threatened is the endemic Pink- 


People lover 

Surprisingly, some birds, among them 
the migrant brown shrike, like places 
where there are many people. 

“I don't know why, my hypothesis is 
that this indicates a waste-disposal prob- 
Jem," speculated Vallejo. Meaning, these 
birds eat the leftovers from the garbage. 


Pe y 
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DR. BENJAMIN Vallejo Jr. (right) and research associate Alexander Aloy: Looking 


for other birds in the UP campus. 
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Woman tries to kill self 


TENSION gripped a community in Mandaluyong City after a 23-year- 
Yd woman threataned to jump from the 1 th floor of a condominium 
dn Saturday. Insp. Norman Florentino of the Mandaluyong City Police 
Community Precinct 5 said Jenneth Vicente, who lived in the Pioneer 
Highland Tower | atthe corner of Madison and Pioneer Streets, stood 
Gn the edge of her unit's veranda at around 8:40 a.m. Vicente, who the 
police said seemed depressed, stood there for about half an hour and 
kept rescuers at bay by threatening to jump off if they came near her. 
Florentino said they had to forcibly open the door to Vicente's unit to 
Bring her down from the veranda's edge. They then took her to The 
Medical City in Ortigas, Pasig, for a checkup. 
A Tina G. Santos 


QC ready for rains 
EVEN in the thick of summer, Quezon City is already bracing itself 
fpr the onset of rains. Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. has instructed 
Ipcal administrators and officials to begin contingency preparations 
‘for the rainy season that will begin late this month or in early June. 
The city government's primary concerns are health, environment 
and infrastructure, since rains tend to bring aliments lke colds, flu, 
Qr even dengue, and cause flooding, as well as the wear and tear of 
Toads. The city health department has began clearing canals, or "es- 
taro.” Italsointensified its educational campaign on diseases like 
dengue and measles. 

Ds Yap 


No model employee 

AMAN was arrested for stealing a laptop computer from the com- 
pany he had been working for in the past two months. Officials of 
Yehey Corp., located in Ortigas Center, Pasig City, called in the po- 
ice right after Carlos de Peralta, 34, a De La Salle Unlvarstygradu- 
dte and sales officer for the company, reported for work on Thurs- 
day, He was accused of stealing a laptop computer worth P60,000 
from the office. Sought for commenit, De Peralta, who had been an 
English tutor for several companies, refused to be Interviewed. 
SP01 Geminer Tingne said De Peralta reported for work early on 
May 3. Ha went out of the office just minutes later, at 7:22a.m., ac- 


“They are opportunities feeders,” 
quipped Aloy. The carnivorous birds eat 
insects and small reptiles like lizards. 
The yellow-vented bulbuls are quite tol- 
erant of people, but prefer to live in 
trees. The bato-bato (zebra dove) like 
grassy areas but they don't want the 
grass to be cut often. They want an 
undisturbed environment. During the 
wet months, sunbirds love to eat the nec- 
tar of lowering plants. 

Spotted at the Oblation—and not in 
other parts of the UP campus—are the 
Crested Mynahs. “They are attracted to 
feeds,” said Vallejo. “Ihave noticed some 
nonacademic staff feeding them but they 
(the mynahs) don't like it when there are 
rallies there!” 

Common species are found both at the 
UPand Ateneo campus. But some species 
like the Long-tailed Shrike, are more fre- 
‘quently seen at the Ateneo. "Ir must have 
something to do with land use,” specu- 
lated the biologist. "My hypothesis is that 
the land at the Ateneo is mostly for aca 
demic purposes while the UP is a multi- 


IOWMECHSUS THE SAVANA Nightjar bird which was sighted near a creek in the campus. 


cording to a lady guard who saw him carrying a laptop. When De 
Peralta reported for work the following day, his superiors called the 
police. Tingne said the suspect had admitted that he sold the laptop. 
for P15,000 to someone in Quezon City. 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Seminar on NGOs 

‘TRITIUM Knowledge Center Publishing will conducta seminar on 
how to set up and manage nongovernment organizations or founda- 
tions on May 9, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., at the Richvilie Hotel in Man- 
daluyong City. For information, please cali TKCP at 531: 0084, 0919- 
2299777. 0919-2299780 and 0915-7804379 or send an e-mail to 
trtium@pldtdsL.net or cp. phayahoo.com. 


Checkall fire hydrants 


TO HELP reduce the impact of fires, the Quezon City Council has 
urged the fire department to replace or repair damaged or unser- 
viceable fire hydrants. In a recently approved resolution, Quezon 
City councilors asked the Bureau of Fire Protection, through city fire 
marshal Oscar Villegas, to inspect and repair fire hydrants in the 
City. The councilors led by principal author Restituto Malangen not- 
d the “pitiful condition" of existing fire hydrants in the city. The 
councilors added that fire hydrants should always be In good work- 
ing condition to prevent unnecessary los of lives and property. 
Copies of the resolution were submitted to the fire department, the 
Department of interior and Local Government, the Metropolitan Wa- 
terworks and Sewerage Inc. and the mayor's office. 

Dd Yap 


Grand homecoming 

"FOREVER proud to be a Mapuan" will be theme of this year's 72nd 
grand alumni homecoming of the Mapua Institute of Technology on 
‘Saturday, May 13, at the EDSA Shangri-La Hotel in Ortigas Center. Reg- 
istration will start at 5 p.m. The highlight of the event will be the giving 
‘out of “The Outstanding Mapua” awards. Members of the Golden 
(1956) and Silver (1981) lasses wil aiso be honored. Mapua alumni 
who would Ike to attend can contact Rose Cruz at 5271134 and Romi- 
na Apo-Mangalindan at 9394477 or 9394489 for more detalis. 
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use community. Also, the Ateneo has cer- 
tain areas where they maintain the natu- 
ral environment." 


Escaped pets 

‘The Colasisi has been observed at the 
UR the Ateneo and other places where 
there are parks: “They could be escaped 
pets from the subdivisions. Our friends at 
the Ateneo have the same observation.” 

Then theres the Ring-neck Parrot, 
originally from India, which has been 
spotted here. “Definitely it is an escaped 
pet bird,” said Vallejo. “In some places, 
like the American War Cemetery in 
Taguig City, it's reproducing. They are 
nesting there.” 

The marine biologist has just complet- 
ed a study on the bird species, along with 
his colleagues Dr. Perry Ong, Annette 
Tamino and Villasper. 

“We have to plant more trees,” said 
‘Vallejo, the project leader. “The distribu- 
tion of birds is related to greenery. So if 
more buildings are put up (at the UP), 
the greenery should be integral to the ar- 
chitecture of the buildings. And the trees 
planted should be indigenous. These are 
more adaptable to the climate, are ty- 
phoon-resistant, and attract a lot of 
birds.” 


EDWIN BACASHAS 


DENR: We must ensure 
protection of birds 


ENVIRONMENT. SECRETARY ANGELO 
Reyes has called for the formal declara- 
tion of some portions of the University of 
the Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City 
as a bird sanctuary to protect some 80 
species that have been sighted in the 
campus. 

Ina statement, Reyes said the birds de- 
served the university s hospitality and re- 
quired protection from human predators 
who might capture them for sale, hunt 
them for food or destroy their habitats. 

He added that the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources had 
earlier signed an agreement with UP offi 
cials to undertake joint projects and 
share its expertise in a bid to improve the 
environment and promote its protection. 

“The attention that the convergence of 
these birds has generated adds impetus 


to the cooperation between our institu- 
tions, The birds have freely chosen the 
Diliman ‘campus as their metropolitan 
sanctuary. We have to ensure their pro- 
tection,” Reyes said. 

He noted that six years ago, the cam- 
pus was home to less than 40 bird 
species. 

“Why the number of species doubled 
since then is a welcome mystery that is 
still being studied, The convergence of 
more than 80 species of birds in the cam- 
pusis living proof that even in our highly 
urbanized areas, there are still niches 
where nature reigns and asserts itself 
We are fortunate to have such an enclave 
in our metropolis, where we can contin- 
ue to enjoy the beauty of nature, particu. 
larly the colors and music of birds, 
Reyes said. E 


Marikina sees more bikers 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


FOR EVERY 10 VEHICLES ON MARIKINA 
City’s streets, at least one is a bicycle, ac- 
cording to a study conducted by the city 
government in March. 

‘And with the imminent threat of oil 
prices shooting up, the City Bikeways Of- 
fice is predicting that more residents will 


turn to biking as their main means of 
transportation. 

“Biking is a very timely alternative to 
motorized vehicles,” bikeways office 
head Lota Contreras said yesterday 

‘Contreras said that based on the sur- 
vey, the number of bicycles on the city's 
streets was about 10 pereent of the total 
traffic volume in Marikina. 
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Street art kicks off Makati's 
Mother Earth celebration 


By Tarra V. Quismundo founding anniversary, will be safe fortheenvironment, because Pasay City should take Gil Puyat, 
held from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. had we used paint, washing it off turn left at Tordesillas Street, 
MAKATYS BUSIEST THOROUGH- “The theme underscores may be harmful because it may then take the Zuellig Loop. 
fare was tumed into an art canvas Makati’s commitment tothe envi- contain toxic materials,” said Sal- From Edsa to Legaspi Village, 
yesterday as artists, city residents ronment. We want to make a gado. motorists may go straight 
- Xd loca, government employees statement that progress should He added that the chalk art through Edsa southbound, take a 
participated in the fist chalk art not be atthe expense of our envi- may be expanded in the coming right to Amaiz Avenue (formerly 
project on Ayala Avenue. ronment and the Makati commu- years to involve Makati-based Pasay Road), and then right to 
‘Under the direction of artists nity. The city government, the companies in an art competition, Paseo de Roxas. 
Egai Talusan-Fernandez and Neil private sector and the residents Salgado said there were also sug- Motorists bound for Salcedo 
Doloricon, 20 people armed with are united on this important is- gestions to turn Ayala Avenue in- village from Gil Puyat may turn 
pastel-colored chalk ‘worked for _sue,” Makati Mayor Jejomar Bi- toa “street gallery.” right to Tordesillas Street. From. 
several hours on a mural showing ` nay said in a statement. Some 5,000 people are expect- Edsa, motorists may turn right to 
Soman representing Mother “We thought the colorful art- ed to take part in the parade, in- Ayala Avenue, right to Apartment : 
Barth cradling a baby. Both she work would nicely contrast with cluding 600 public school stu. Ridge, left to Paseo de Roxas, 
and the baby were surrounded by the concrete road and surround- dents dressed in nature-inspired then right to Villar Street. 
men who had linked arms as ifto ing buildings. Since the theme of costumes. Buses plying Ayala Avenue, on * 
protect them. the grand parade is to celebrate the other hand, were advised toz 
P Mother Earth, we put images of Traffic rerouting . take Gil Puyat Avenue on their 
Larger than life mature on the street,” said Joey Ayala Avenue, however, willbe way to Manila from Edsa and vice 
Around the figures were ani- Salgado, chief of the city’s Infor- closed as early as 7 a.m. in prepa- versa. 
mals and larger than life flowers mation and Community Rela- ration for the event. To avoid be- Public jeepneys bound for JP 
and butterflies. tions Department. ing inconvenienced, the Makati Rizal Street from Makati Avenue 
‘The activity wasin preparation “This is our introduction ofthis Department of Public Safety ad- should turn left to Gil Puyat Av- 
AMAN ona bike looks closely at the drawings created by 20 “artists” for todays “Celebrate Mother activity here and hopefully, it will vised private vehicles coming enue. Those plying the Ayala- 
using pastel-colored chalks on Ayala Avenue. The major Earth” grand parade along Ayala be received well and from there, from Edsa to take Gil Puyat Av- Mantrade route may pass 
thoroughfare will be closedforseveralhourstodayforthe Mother Avenue. Theevent, part of Makati we may start doing it regularly. env (formerly Buendia). through Makati Avenue toward 
Earth” grand parade. mum Citys celebration of its 336th We also chose a medium that is Motorists bound for Manila or Arnaiz Avenue. 


Quezon Memorial Circle offers activities for kids, adults 


By DJ Yap dren, their parents—and even moming regimen combining “Art in the Park,” an art sum- artist, offers “creative, culture- Persons,” a co-project of the Cir. 
iel grandparents, according to dance Taebo, aerosports, aero- mer workshop for children and based, child-centered, collabora- cle with retired University of the 
THIS SUMMER, THE QUEZON Quezon City Parks Development  bics, grind workout, taichiandPi- adults (aged 5 and up), isalsobe- tive and interactive activi ies de- Philippines professor Lydia Buen- , 
Memorial Circle turns into a cen- Foundation president Charito lates. ing held at the Circle ona Mon- signed to develop the partic- dia. 
ter for wellness, sports and the Planas. ‘Training sessions on taichi and day-Wednesday-Friday schedule pants sense of imagination and Her “Friday happenings at the 
arts, as it offers fun-filled activities Now being offered atthe Circle steppers, ‘Brazilian dance work- (9:30a.m. to 12 noon and from2 passion for artistic expression.” Circle” continue to attract the el- 
forthe youngiand young-at-heart. is an exercise program with the out, belly dancing, ballroom and p.m to 4:30 p.m.) Meanwhile, a new haven for derly who learn dance and exer- 
‘The Circle is hosting a series of theme “Wellness 2006: Bagong line dancing are also being con- The workshop, under its direc- senior citizens has „been estab- cise through a type of training tai- 
workshops and exercises for chil- Galaw, Bagong Musika,” astay-fit ducted. tor Alma Quinto, a professional lished: the “Tambayan for Older lor fit for their age group. 
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China defies Pope, ready 
to ordain another bishop 


BELJING—CHINA ON SUNDAY RE- 
jected Vatican criticism of its ordina- 
tion of two Roman Catholic bishops 
without papal approval as the official 
Chinese church prepared to name yet 
another bishop. 

‘The State Administration of Religious 
‘Affairs said the criticism “made no 
sense” and “ran against" the Vaticanis 
desire for better relations with Beijing. 

The Vatican rejected the consecration 
last week of two bishops by the state- 
sanctioned church, the Chinese Pa 
Catholic Association, which has no ties 
io Rome. A Vatican spokesperson 
warned that those who took part might 
face excommunication. 

The Chinese statement said Beijing 
told the Vatican in advance of ordina- 
tion plans but got no response—an 
apparent reference to their past prac- 
tice of agreeing on bishops through 
informal contacts. 

The statement came as China re- 
portedly prepared to name another 
bishop on Sunday, this time with the 
approval of Pope Benedict XVI. 

The Vatican-affiliated AsiaNews 
agency said the Rev. Paolo Pei Junmin 
was to be named coadjutor, or assis- 
tant, bishop for Shenyang, the biggest 
city in China’s northeast. 

The dispute between Beijing and 
the Vatican is a complex mix of faith 
and politics. 

Chinese Catholics were ordered to 
cut ties with the Vatican after the 
1949 communist revolution. Believ- 
ers are allowed to worship only in 
state-monitored churches, though 
millions remain loyal to the Pope and 
attend Masses in secret, 

The Vatican and China's official 
church, however, do communicate in- 
formally, and most Chinese bishops 
have sought and received papal en- 
dorsement of their appointments. 

Chinese church leaders recognize 
the Pope as their spiritual leader and 
the official church has sent priests to 
Rome to learn new religious doctrine. 

Restrictions on religious freedom are 
an irritant in relations with Washington. 
A report this week by the US Depart- 
ment of State ranks China along with 
Saudi Arabia, Iran and Sudan among 


A CHINESE faithful prays at the Xis 
MayT. 


eight “countries of particular concern” 
for denying religious openness. 

China's Foreign Ministry on Satur- 
day criticized the report as irrespon: 
ble and said it could harm US-Chi- 
nese ties. 

China's official church says it has 
ordained more than 170 bishops over 
the years. 
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47 die in India heat wave 

LUCKNOW, Inda The death tl trom a heat wave în Inda reached 47 on Sunday as soar- 
ing temperatures hit several regions across the country, officials said. “Five people died in the. 
heat wave in the lst 24 hours, taking he tollin the state to 19,” police official Manish Awasthi 
sad trom the northem Utar Pradesh state capital Lucknow. In eastem Orissa. 27 people died 
of heat related problems over the weekend, One death was reported in the holy cy of Amrit- 
sar in Punjab state. Soaring temperatures are common in May in India ahead of the onset of 
the crucal southwest monsoon rains that normally sweep the subcontinent from June to 
September. in the tourist town of Agra in Uttar Pradesh, home to the Taj Mahal monument, 
the mercury shot up o 45 degrees Celsius (113 degrees Fahrenheit), four degrees above 
normal. Scores of cities and towns in India are facing water shortages and prolonged power 
‘cuts, triggering a spate of attacks on those running the overwhelmed state-run : utiles. AFP 


Tough times for embattled Tony Blair 
LONDON—Brtic Prime Minister Tony Bars preparing to walk a political tightrope this 
weskas a sweeping Cabinet reshufl in tha wake of dismal local elections fais to slence cals 
{for him to qui. Biair—oncs dubbed "Teflon Tony" for his ability to shrug off bad news—will 
have to muster all his survival skils gleaned from nine years in office to win back the confi- 
‘dence of his Labor Party and the public, observers say. Working against him is a growing 
‘band of Labor rebels who want the prime minister to specify when he plans to make way for 
‘anew leader, widely expected to be Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown. These mem- 
bers of parliament (MPs) are gathering signatures on a letter urging Blair to lay out his suc- 
‘cession plans by July. The prime minister has pledged to resign before the end of his third 
term, which expres by May 2010 at the atest, but has yet to sat a publ date. Am 


South Africa's explosive Zuma rape trial 
JOHANNESBURG—A South African judge Is to deliver a much-awalted verdict on Mon- 
day that could sea! the downfall of former deputy president Jacob Zuma, accused of rap- 
ing a young HIV-positive woman. Once the front-runner to succeed President Thabo 
Misi Zuma has maintained that he had consensual sex with the 31-year-old woman, 
the daughter of a family friend, at his upmarket Johannesburg home on Nov. 2. But the 
alleged victim testified that the former number two, whom she considered a father figure, 
raped her in the guest room of his house, pinning her arms to the bed and forcing him- 
Sel on her after she said "no" three times. The most sensational trial of the post- 
apartheid era has stirred debate on such explosive Issues as the battle for the presidency 
and AIDS in a country where one in seven adults is living with HIV. It has also trained a 
‘spotlight on sexual violence in South Africa, where a woman Is raped every 26 seconds, 
according to People Opposing Women Abuse, a nongovernmental organization. — AFP 


FBI detains 5 foreigners on US airliner 

NEW YORK—Five foreign passengers on a US airliner were detained In a brief security 
‘scare Saturday until authorities learned they were In the United States “for a legitimate pur- 
pose," an FBI spokesperson said. The men raised suspicions on a domestic flight headed 
to Newark international Airport as they were reterring to helicopter fight manuals and 
‘speaking to each other in a foreign language. "Rightfully so, people got suspicious," sald 
Stephen Kodak, a spokesperson for the Federal Bureau of | Investigation. Four of the de- 
tained passengers were dented as “Angolan military personnel” and the fith was from 
Israel, FBI special agent Steve Siegel said. Police boarded the American Airlines plane after 
It landed and detained the five passengers on request of piainciothes alr marshals aboard 
‘the aircraft, which was bound from Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport in Texas. The 
five mon were released after spending mare than two hours inthe custody of the FBI, ac- 
cording to Mare La Vorgna, a spokesperson for tha arport' operator, the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey. “They had been going through training over in Texas to be heli- 
‘copter mechanics. This was all authorized,” according to the FBI's Kodak. AP 


Israeli police, settlers clash in Hebron 

HEBRON, West Bani— iras police, using a buzzsaw to remove a barricaded metal door, 
‘stormed a Palestinian home in the volatile West Bank city of Hebron on Sunday, forcibly 
evacuating dozens of Jewish squatters holed up inside. Jewish settlers outside the bulding 
tried to force thelr way inside immediately after police broke down the door. Police, dressed 
in riot gear, dragged the struggling protesters away. but scuffs between the two sides 
‘continued outside the house. Earle in the day, officers and sets clashed after hundreds 
of police, backed by soldiers, massed for the evacuation. Tha ‘operation will be an important 
test for the new government of Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, who plans a broad ‘West Bank 
‘pullout during his four-year term. Olmert was widely criticized for his handling of the evac- 
uation of a tiny outpost in February while he headed a caretaker government. ‘More than 
200 police and teenage protesters were injured, and critics accused police of using exces- 
‘sive force. Hebron, a city holy to Jews and Muslims, Is home to about 160,000 Palestinians 
‘and some 500 Jewish uitranationalist settlers who live In heavily fortified enclaves. AP 


ing Sunday, 
r 


Late Saturday, the official Chinese. 
church defended its latest appoint- 
ments—Bishops Ma Yinglin in the 
city of Kunming and Liu Xinhong in 
Wuhu—as figures of “solid faith and 
moral integrity 

‘The ordinations “fully reflect the wish 
of al priests and believers,” said a 
church statement quoted by Xinhua. AP 


, 


OUTGOING CIA chief Goss at Tiffin 
University’s graduation rites May 6. a” 


Spy boss Goss 
mum about 
abrupt exit 


WASHINGTON—PORTER GOSS 
said on Saturday his reasons for 
abruptly resigning as CIA chief af- 
ter less than two years would re- 
main a mystery, while the White 
House denied that US President 
George W. Bush had lost confidence 
inhim. 

As Goss left his home Saturday on 
his way to give a commencement ad- 
dress in Ohio, he declined to explain 
his resignation, telling CNN that "it's 
one of those mysteries." 

Goss had come under fire inside 
and outside the agency during a diffi- 
cult tenure that followed intelligence 
lapses over Iraq and the Sept. 11 at- 
tacks on the United States. 

Several career intelligence officers 
lefcafter clashes. 

The White House denied a report 
in the Washington Post that cited se- 
nior administration officials as saying 
that Bush had lost confidence in Goss 
and had decided to replace him 
months ago. 

“Reports that the president had lost 
confidence in Porter Goss are categor- 
ically untrue,” White House 
spokesperson Dana Perino said as 
Bush fiew to Oklahoma State Univer- 
sity to deliver a commencement ad- 
dress. 

“Porter Goss played a key role in 
keeping the focus on winning the war 
on terror and helped transform the 
agency to meet the challenging times 
we're living in and the times ahead," 
she said. Reuters 
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Singapore’s ruling party 


gets landsl 


SINGAPORE—SINGAPORES ruling 
party on Sunday celebrated a land- 
slide victory in parliamentary elec- 
tions that signaled continuity in the 
city-state's trademark mix of econom- 
ic success, social stability and tight 
political controls. 

Final results of Saturday's elections 
showed Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong's People's Action Party won 82 
of 84 seats in Parliament, including 
37 seats it captured automatically be- 
fore the election because the opposi- 
tion did not contest them. 

The breakdown of seats—with two 
for the opposition—is unchanged 
from the outgoing Parliament. , 

‘The result was widely expected, but 
the percentage of votes won by the rul- 
ing party dropped to 66.6 percent from 
75.3 percent in the last election in 
2001, indicating that more Singapore- 
ans want new voices in government. 

‘The PAP has won every general 
election since Singapore became in- 
dependent in 1965, bolstered by its 
transformation of the resource-scarce 
former British colony into one of 
Asia's richest, most stable societies. 

"The state's sharp limits on speech 
and assembly have undercut the 
struggling opposition, and ruling par- 
ty leaders have sidelined some oppo- 
nents with defamation suits that have 
rendered them bankrupt, making 
them ineligible for office. 


EXULTANT Singapore 
Minister and head of the People’s 
Action Party, Lee Hsien Loong. — e 


Lee said on Sunday that voters had 
rejected an opposition “more interested 
in impressing foreign supporters,” refer- 
ring to a low vote count for the Singa- 
pore Democratic Party of Chee Soon 
Juan, made bankrupt from defamation 
suits brought by the ruling party 

‘Chee is a frequent critic of the gov- 
emments tight controls on free speech. 

The vote was the first electoral test. 


de vote in poll 


of the 54-year-old Lee's popularity 
since the son of national founder and 
former Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew 
became prime minister in 2004. 

“We have a lot of work ahead of us,” 
Lee said. “I want also to continue to en- 
courage open, serious debate on issues 
because neither the PAP nor the gov- 
ernment, nor, may I say, the opposition, 
has all the solutions and answers to all 
the questions and problems.” 

Since assuming power in 2004, Lee 
has promised a more open society. 
Critics say little has changed since the 
time Lee Kuan Yew ran the country 
from independence until 1990. 

Ruling party leaders had dismissed 
suggestions that politics in Singapore 
amounted to one-party rule, saying 
they would welcome a vigorous contest 
with a credible opposition. They called 
many of the current opposition figures 
inexperienced or incompetent. 

Lee, who said some Singaporeans 
may have voted for the opposition be- 
cause of rising costs, had campaigned 
on a pledge not to leave behind the 
poor, the elderly and the unemployed. 

Opposition leaders said they had 
put up a good fight. 

"We are not thinking that we are go- 
ing to overthrow the govemment 
overnight, said Glenda Han, a candi- 
date from the opposition Workers’ Party. 
“People are sitting up and looking at the 
opposition in a more positive light.” AP 


12 days trapped in mine, and still counting 


BEACONSFIELD, AUSTRALIA—RES- 
cuers set small explosive charges to 
chip away at the last meter of solid rock 
between them and two Australian min- 
ers who have been trapped under- 
ground for 12 days, but hopes faded 
they would be freed on Sunday. 

Progress toward Brant Webb, 37, 
and Todd Russell, 34, was painstak- 
ingly slow in the final stages of the 
rescue effort because of a hard rock 
barrier and the risk of causing a cave- 
in if heavy machinery was used to fin- 
ish the planned escape shaft. 

Matthew Gill, manager of the Bea- 
consfield Gold Mine, said it was "unlike- 
ly’ the men would be freed on Sunday. 

“Work is continuing on the remain- 
ing part of the rescue tunnel,” Gill told 
reporters. “The work is hard going and 
rescuers are now making slow progress 
using a low shot blasting technique.” 

He said medical teams were con- 
stantly monitoring the pair and that 
they were in “reasonable health” con- 
sidering their ordeal. 

The men, both married fathers of 
three children, have been entombed 
in a tiny steel cage almost a kilometer 
underground since an earthquake 
caused a rockfall on April 25. 

Over the past week, rescuers have 


AGIRL leaves flowers at the entrance to the Beaconsfield gold mine where 
‘two miners, Todd Russell and Brant Webb, have been trapped underground 
for 12 daysin Beaconsfield, Australia, May 7. seurts 


bored through more than 14 meters 
of solid rock using a giant drilling ma- 
chine in an effort to reach the men. 

But cutting the final stage of the es- 
cape tunnel has been slow and ardu- 
ous work for the teams of miners who 
are serving as rescue workers, toiling 
on their backs in cramped conditions 
using hand held tools. 

Gill said using jackhammers 
against the rock, which is five times 


harder than concrete, was proving fu- 
tile and that the teams were now us- 
ing 30 grams of explosive at a time to 
try to break up the rock. 

Measuring progress now in millime- 
ters, officials said the miners must cut 
through another 1.1 meters of rock be- 
fore they can begin tunneling a similar 
distance vertically into the cavity 
where Webb and Russell have survived 
formore than 270 hours. AP 
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WORLD PRESS PHOTO OF THE YEAR 
Mother and child at an emergency feeding center in Tahoua, Niger, Aug. 1, 2005, taken by Canadian photojournalist 
Finbarr O'Reilly for Reuters. The picture, described by O'Reilly as an image of strength, was picked out from 83,044 
images submitted by 4,448 photographers from 122 countries to the annual competition, reputedly the largest and 


most prestigious in the world. 
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30 die in Iraq blasts; 
UK chopper downed 


BAGHDAD—CAR BOMBS KILLED 30 PEOPLE IN IRAQ 
on Sunday and wounded more than 70 in one of the 
bloodiest spasms of violence of recent weeks as politi- 
cal leaders closed in on a deal to form a national unity 


government. 


The southern city of Basra was 
largely calm as British military engi- 
neers examined the wreck of a heli- 
copter whose apparent shooting 
down was followed by clashes be- 
tween troops and youths chanting tri- 
umphal Shiite militia slogans. 

‘Twenty-one people were killed and 
52 wounded when a car bomb went 
off close to the main central bus sta- 
tion in the Shiite holy city of Kerbala; 
110 km south of Baghdad, police 
said. Around the same time, two cars 
exploded in the capital. 

‘A suicide car bomber hit an Iraqi 
army patrol in the mainly Sunni north- 
em district of Aadhamiya, killing eight 
people and wounding 15. Soldiers and 
Civilians were among the casualties. 

Iraqi and US forces conducted a 
sweep for rebels in Aadhamiya on Sat- 
urday the US military said. The area is 
a stronghold of Sunni Arab insurgents. 


A second car bomb exploded at a 
busy traffic intersection in northern 
Baghdad, killing one civilian and 
wounding five. The target was not 
clear. 

Interior Ministry sources said 42 
bodies had been found in the last 24 
hours in the capital alone, including 
eight found dumped near Kindi hos- 
pital in central Baghdad. The figure is 
in line with levels of violence seen in 
recent months. 

Sectarian violence sparked by the 
Feb. 22 bombing of a major Shiite 
shrine in Samarra has led to the dis- 
coveries of bodies—many showing 
signs of torture—on a frequent basis. 

Sunni leaders blame progovern- 
ment Shiite militias and the Shiite- 
dominated police for some of the 
killing. Militia leaders speak of a need 
to respond to three years of violence 
by insurgents from the once domi- 


nant Sunni minority. 

Sectarian bloodshed has prompted 
‘warnings Iraq is sliding toward civil 
war and added urgency to efforts by 
political leaders to form a unity gov- 
ernment that can reverse the trend. 

Nuri al-Maliki, the Shiite Islamist 
nominated as prime minister two 
weeks ago after months of stalemate 
following a December election, says 
he expects to name a Cabinet shortly. 

Representatives of the majority 
Shiites, Kurds, Sunnis and others 
were meeting again on Sunday. On 
Saturday, the Shiite vice president 
said he expected a deal “in the next 
few days.” 

The US military said last week that 
Sunni Islamist hardliners around al- 
Qaida figurehead Abu Musab al-Zar- 
qawi were stepping up violence 
around Baghdad, aimed at derailing 
the efforts to forge a consensus gov- 
ernment. 

Zarqawi has in the past declared 
war on Shiites, who were oppressed 
under Saddam Hussein. Attacks in 
Kerbala and other Shiite centers have 
been characterized by some Iraqi 
leaders as attempts to provoke Shiite 
militias into all-out warfare, Reuters 


Old habits die hard in graft-prone S. Korea 


By Lim Chang-won 


SEOUL—WHEN THE HEAD OF 
Hyundai Motor was hauled off to jail 
last month accused of master-mind- 
ing a huge slush fund, it looked like 
business as usual for graft-prone Ko- 
rea Inc. 

For years South Korean governments 
paid lip service to cleaning up corporate 
conduct and to raising business prac- 
tices to international standards. 

Tn reality they tolerated corporate 
wrongdoing characterized by cozy 
ties to politicians, reckless expansion 
and complete lack of transparency. 

As long as companies kept producing 
and South Korea's economy kept grow- 
ing, the government tumed a blind eye. 

But after the Asian financial crisis 
of 1997-98, South Korea's over-ex- 
tended conglomerates were on the 
verge of collapse, 

Politicians finally decided to act 
but the arrest of Hyundai Motors 
Chung Mong-koo indicates to what 
extent the corporate reforms they en- 
acted have so far failed to bite. 

'Old habits die hard and these are all 
decades-old diseases. It is hard to cure 
them overnight,” said Lee Phil-sang, an 
economist at Korea University. 

Frequent scandals have punctuated 
the decade since the financial crisis, 
culminating with the arrest of Chung, 
who presides over Korea's second 
largest business empire and the world's 
seventh biggest automaker. 

Prosecutors accuse Chung of using 
the slush fund to bribe government 
and financial officials as well as facili- 
tating the transfer of corporate 
wealth and management control to 
his only son, Chung 1 

Chung is nor alone. South Korea 
biggest company, Samsung, with 63 


SOUTH Koreans perform limu, the royal ritual dance, during the Grand 
‘Ancestral Rite in the Jongmyo, the main ancestral shrine of the Chosun 


Dynasty, in Seoul May 7. 


companies accounting for 20 percent of 
Korean expons, is also under investiga- 
tion. Prosecutors are looking at alleged 
irregularities in the transfer of wealth 
from the Samsung Groups patriarch 
Lee Kun-hee to his son, JaeYong. 

Lee was also the target of a probe 
earlier this year into allegations that 
the group illicitly funded politicians. 

Separately this year, the Seoul dis- 
trict court fined ^ International 
Olympic Committee member Park 
Yong-sung $8.2 million and handed 
him a three-year suspended jail term 
for helping siphon $30 million from 
the Doosan Group which he and his 
family control. 

The idea of Korea Inc. was born in 
the early 1960s, when South Korea's 
past authoritarian government nur- 


neuter 


tured the family-run business con- 
glomerates, known as chaebol. 

As they grew, they were credited 
for transforming the poor, agricultur- 
al country into an industrial power- 
house. 

But the imperious executives ran 
the companies for founding families 
and not for shareholders, pursuing 
expansion instead of profit, manipu- 
lating accounting books and develop- 
ing complicated corporate structures 
to maintain their empire-building 
plans. 

Changes did not come until the 
Asian financial crisis forced the cash- 
starved conglomerates to spin off in- 
solvent subsidiaries, soliciting foreign 
investors and cutting costs and laying 
off employees. AFP 


MONDAY, MAY 8, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Stop Hair Loss Now. 
Call Svenson at 892-HAIR 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 
Textus your feedback: inquirer sprt name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


ASIAN F3 ROUND 2 


Fiery Sy makes it two in a row 


FILIPINO top gun Tyson Sy (88) rounds a bend justin front of Ireland's 
John O'Hara early in the AF3 at the Batangas Racing Circuit. socsveciuo 


Reyes tops 
Vietnam 
pool with 
a flourish 


: HC m . 
Whips China's Li in finals 
HO CHI MINH CITY—EFREN “BATA” REYES 
outsmarted and outshot China's Li Hewen, 
11-6, in the finals Sunday to claim the first leg 


of the San Miguel Asian 9-Ball Tour and pock- 
et the $10,000 champion’s purse at the jam- 


packed Nguyen Du Sports Hall. 


Just like in his previous matches, 
the player known internationally as 
the “Magician” got off to a quick 
start and led 4-1 before Li, the sur- 
prise finalist, managed to settle 
down and knot the count at. 

The bespectacled Li could have 
seized the upper hand, but his foul 
shot in the 11th rack began a string 
of errors that paved the way for 
Reyes, the 2004 Tour champion, to 
win the next four racks and take an. 
imposing 9-5 advantage. 

Li managed to stop the rampage 

in the 15th rack when he ran out 

the table after Reyes’ 
misson the 1-ball. 

But it wasn’t 

FL.) _ simply Lis day as 

+ pee) he suffered a dry 

LAF break in the next 

rack and Reyes 

cleaned up to sit on 

the hill. The 51-year- 

AP old Reyes closed out the 

"match in spectacular fash- 

ion, connecting on a 1-9 


combination. 

“Li had his chances, but his poor. 
breaks and bad safety shots did him. 
in,” said Reyes, who was mobbed by 
both Vietnamese and Filipino fans. 

“J expected the support from the 
Filipino crowd, but I didn't expect 
the Vietnamese fans to treat me so 
well.” 

Li could only rue missed chances. 

“I knew I had a chance, but dur- 
ing the middle part, I was losing 
confidence already since I took bad 
safety shots,” he said. "Reyes is real- 
ly an experienced player and you 
cant make too many mistakes 
against him." 

Reyes had advanced to the finals 
with an 11-5 whipping of local bet 
Nguyen Phuc Long in the Final Four. 

‘With the win, Reyes has now 
won six leg titles in the Asian Tour. 
“The Tour heads off to Bangkok for 
the second leg on June 244. 

The Asian 9-Ball Tour is the only 
ranking tour in Asia where players 
can eam points to qualify to the 
"World Pool Championship. The top 
10 finishers at the end of this years 
Tour will automatically advance to 
the WPC. 

Adding to the stakes is a total 
prize money of $160,000 in the four 
legs of the Tour. 

Reyes beat bosom buddy Franci 
co "Django" Bustamante, 9-5, in the 
quarterfinals of the event organized 
by ESPN Star Sports. 

Liadvanced to the semifinals after 
besting countryman Xu Meng, 9-5. 

‘Two other Filipinos, Marion 
Manalo and Alex Pagulayan 


Ni, failed to move past the group 


ROSARIO, BATANGAS—TYSON SY 
didnt expect to see Irishman John 
O'Hara's car on his rear view mirror just. 
two laps into the second round of the 
2006 Asian Formula Three Series Sun- 
day at the Batangas Racing Circuit. 
With O'Hara fast closing in, Sy was 
ready to relinquish the early lead he 
had gained after a fast start, content to 
settle for a podium finish in the scorch- 
ing conditions and add valuable points 
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to his opening-round victory less than 
24 hours earlier 

And then it happened. The 25-year- 
ld Irishman, runner-up last year and in 
2004, spun out in the fourth lap while 
tailing Sy at the second turn of the 3.4- 
kilometer circuit, nearly hitting the Fil- 
ipino top gun. 

With his closest pursuer out of the 
race, the 18-year-old lead driver of 
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4. Tyson Sy Philippines ^ 16:37023 
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5. Ali Jackson Ireland 16:57.357 
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TALK'N Text’s Willie Miller drives past Red 
Bull's Nick Pennisi. ‘AUGUST DELACRUZ, 


Fiery Sy makes it 


DE. 


By Jasmine W. Payo 
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Bulls hold off Phone Pals 


RED BULL COACH YENG GUIAO'S TEMPERAMENT GOT A REAL TEST YESTERDAY. 


Squandering a comfortable lead, the 
Bulls needed a few key breaks down the 
stretch to escape with an 8481 victory 
over Talk 'N Text in the Gran Matador 
Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup yesterday at 
the Araneta Coliseum. 

"The frantic finish might not have been 
ideal for Guiao, yet he pointed out the 
more important fact—the Bulls remain un- 
stoppable for a third-best 7-6 record. 

“Tes a win but we would have wanted a 
better finish,” said Guiao. "Its our fourth 
win in a row so well take it as they come. 
"Whats important is the overall picture, 


——— 


we're executing better.” 

The Bulls again followed the aggressive 
lead of former Ateneo teammates Enrico 
Villanueva and Larry Fonacier, who com- 
bined for 34 points. 

Lordy Tugade and Celino Cruz, both 
coming off the bench, also aided the Bulls 
in crucial stretches in the last six minutes. 

Relentless in their offense, the Bulls 
cruised to a 68-57 advantage by the end of 
the third period. 

‘But the Phone Pals found their offensive 
rhythm and opened the fourth quarter and 
went on a 15-2 tear, capped by Felix Be- 


lans back-to-back triples to push Red Bull 
behind, 70-72, with 6:20 left. 

Fairly quiet most of the game, Belano 
drilled in 10 of his 14 points in the last sev- 
en minutes. 

‘A Tugade three-pointer rejuvenated the 
Bull's offensive game, putting them back 
on top at 73-72, But the Phone Pals never 
eased off and even after tailing by three 
towards the end of the match, still had a 
shot at forcing overtime after Red Bulls 
Junthy Valenzuela turned the ball over in 
the closing seconds. : 

Luckily for the Bulls, Victor Pablo missed. 
a potential tying three-pointer atthe buzzer. 

Tn the second game, Alaska repulsed 
Coca-Cola, 84-72. 
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Two scores: 

First Game 

RED BULL 64—Vilonuova 19, Fonacier 15, Toga 
410, aleraula 10, Cruz 9, Bugia 6, Najrda 4, Baguio, 
Pennisi 3, Alvarez 2. Robinson 2, Hrabak 0. 

TALK 'N TEXT 61—Belano 14, Taulava 12, Alapag 
^1, Fels 10, Caray 10, Miler 6, Cardona 4, Junio 4, 
Pablo 4, Avenido 0. 

Quarters: 22-16, 42:37, 68-57, 84-81 

Second Game 

ALASKA 64 Blasco 22, Alado 13, Hugalan 12, 
Dela Cruz 10, Cortez 9, Cariaso 9, Thoss 6, Wison 2, 
Bar. 

COCA-COLA 72—Reavis 16, Aigo 16, Walnaright 
10, Antonio 9, Pook 7, Abarentos 6, Mamari 4, Miran- 
(a2, Singson 2, Capati 0. 

Quarters: 23-10, 43-34, 61-58, 84-72 


PSC seeks 


two in a row with 


Round 2 


From page A29 

Speedtech Asia zoomed away to his sec- 
ond straight win, clocking 16 minutes and 
37.023 seconds, besting the competition 
by nearly 15 seconds and warming the 
hearts ofthe jampacked crowd. 

Counting the 20 points he won in the 
opening round, Sy will go into the third 
round later Sunday with 40, 10 points 
ahead of AF3 newcomer Dillon Battistini 
of England who finished second again. 

“1 had a good launch, there was no 
problem with the car,” said Sy, expecting 
Battistini, who started second on the grid, 
to be his closest rival for round honors. 
“But was shocked when Isaw John in my 
rear view mirror" 

O'Hara of Aran Racing had grabbed 
second from Battistini as early as the sec- 
ond lap. 

O'Hara, obviously upset, excused him- 
self from being interviewed. Sy, mean- 
"while, started entertaining thoughts of 
winning this year's overall tide in the se- 
ries backed by PLDT myDSL, PLDT my- 
PAD, Yokohama Tires, Lima City Hotel, 
Denso Spark Plugs, Big Shot Billiards, 
Suzuki, Oxy Enhanced Water, Tuason 
Racing School, Ford and Mossimo. Race 
enthusiasts can log on to wwwasianf3.net 
for regular updates. 

“I was only thinking of a top three fin- 
ish this season but after these wins hindi 
na masamang mag-isip na kayang manalo 
(it wouldn't be bad to to think that I can 
goall the way), said Sy. 

Christian Jones of Australia, the 2004 
winner, and Ananda Mikola of Indonesia, 
last year’s topnother, went on to win the 
overall tides after dominating the early 


WINNING RUN 
Isidro Abelo (partly 
hidden) of the 


victory 


xounds of the series. 

Battistini, of JA Motorsports, was sec- 
ond in 16:37.023 while JA Motorsports 
teammate and fellow Briton James 
Winslow, salvaged third anew with a time 
0f 16:52.159. 

*IEwas exciting but the tires took a little 
time to warm up,” said Battistini, who 
nearly spun out in the first lap. 

"Winslow, hampered by a bad start, 
dropped to sixth place in the second lap. 
He eventually recovered but Battisini got 
in the way of his bid to finish higher. 

Indonesian Moreno Soeprapto, last 
years Promotions class winner now driv- 
ing in the overall class alongside Sy at 
Speedtech Asia, also duplicated his 
fourth-place finish in the first round but 
was slapped a 30-second penalty for 
jumping the start. 

Soepranto was relegated to seventh, 
enabling Filipino Dado Peña of Team 
Goddard, who crossed the finish line in 
fifth place, to move up to fourth with a 
locking of 16:53.114. 

“Thad the chance (to finish higher) but 
I didn’t want to push it" said the 18-year- 
old Peña. "I didn't want to mess up this 
race. There's still another race.” 

‘The Filipino completed just one lap in 
the initial round last Saturday after hitting 
fellow Filipino Pepon Marave' car. 

Irishman Ali Jackson, another new- 
comer at Aran Racing, also benefited from 
Soeprapto penalty and rose from sixth to 
fifth. Bagoes Hermanto of R&W Team In- 
donesia Joson F3, finished sixth, while 
Marave, of Shell’ Helix Kinetic PCSO, 
came in eighth, followed by JP Tuason of 
Tuason Racing School who topped the 


BACK-TO-BACK champ Tyson Sy shows his trophy to fans. Sharing his 
place on the podium is Mossimo bikini winner Michelle Padua. 


Promotions class for cars with chassis 
builtin 2000 and below. 

Gaby dela Merced of Speedtech Asia, 
who managed just seven laps in the first 
round, completed 12 trips at the track this 


' upgrade as 


Iner's 
ROGEVARGALO 


time and finished 11th overall, ahead of 
fellow lady driver and former Asian Kart 
ing queen Michele Bumgarner who 
stalled at the start and completed just 10 
laps. 


Palaro gets 
under way 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


NAGA CITY (VIA BAYANTEL)—THE PHILIPPINE 
Sports Commission's proposed upgrade from be- 
ing a mere government agency to a department 
level was revived yesterday as the Palarong Pam- 
bansa opened with Vice President Noli de Castro 
declaring the Games open. 

De Castro exhorted the 6,000-plus athletes 
from 17 regions to embrace sportsmanship even 
if they win or lose. 

“Sportsmanship is what we need in this coun- 
try toachieve progress" said De Castro in Filipino 
atthe crowded Metro Naga Sports Complex. 

He was joined in the rites by Bicolano Sen. 
Joker Arroyo, Budget Sec. Rolando Andaya, Edu- 
‘cation Sec. Fe Hidalgo and Naga City Mayor 
Jessie Robredo. 

PSC chair Butch Ramirez, who also graced the 
rites, said this is the "perfect time” to push for the 
department status of the agency, which was cre- 
ated in 1990 thru Republic Act 6847. 

Ramirez said the PSC can “accomplish more for 
RP sports athletes and officals” as a department 
and nota branch ofthe Office ofthe resident. 

Meanwhile, confusion hit the Games as gym- 
nastics was held a day earlier because the venue, 
the gym in the University of Nueva Caceres, was 
to be used for the Mayors Night on Monday, cre- 
ating sudden changes in the schedule. 

National Capital Regions Mage Wagan was 
initially thought to have won the first gold in rope. 
event of the rhythmic gymnastics but it tumed 
out that she was competing in it as part of the all- 
around event. 

"The 13-year-old Wagan emerged best in rope 
and hoop but will still have to perform in the rib- 
bon and ball events before notching a gold medal. 


Nat'l U-17 tourney kicks off 


Philippine Air Force 
kicks up a cloud of dirt 
ashe steals home off 
Philippine Army 
catcher Dennis Daep 

in the eighth inning 
ofthe two squads? 
championship match 
yesterday in the 
National Open softball 
tournament at the 
Rizal Memorial 
Stadium. PAF took the 
crown,5-4. mum 


Spring Oil fiv 


SAN CARLOS CITY—CLOSE TO THREE 
‘months after steering an underdog team to the 
national title in lolo City Negros Occidental 
football coach Freddie Lazarito admits the eu- 
phoria of the victory has ye to fade. 

“still havent gone over that victory" said 
Lazarito, whose squad stunned an experienced 
National Capita Region side for the National 
Open men's crown in February. 

But Lazarito is facing another challenge: To 
turn a team formed two weeks ago into a win- 
ning machine in the national girl? Under-17 foot- 
ball championships that starts here today. 

lazartos squad goes up against favorite 


Muntinlupa-Las Pifias-Parafiaque in their opening 
match at 3 p.m. 

The MPL XI of coach Emie Nieres boasts of star 
striker Jessica Ryon of Southville, who is expect- 
ed to team up with Tasha from Woodrose, April 
of Miriam College and Becca of La Salle-Zobel. 

In the other Group C match, the combined 
squad Cagayan de Oro and Misamis Oriental take 
on Rizal also at 3 p.m. on field 2. 

In other matches, Cebu battles Masbate at 7:30 
am, simultaneous with the Iligan-llollo match, 
before Davao and Bukidnon collide at 9:30 am. 
South Cotabato and Negros Oriental test each oth- 
ersmettle. — CedelfP Tupas, PDI Visayas Bureau. 


Why Mayol bungled his world title bid 


stretches win 
streak to eight 


EIGHT DOWN, TWO TO GO FOR THE DEFEND- 
ihg champion Spring Cooking Oil. 

Spring outsteadied Pearl Hotel Manila-Emilio 
Aguinaldo College, 73-70, in a tight and exciting 
contest Thursday to move with two more games 


of completing a rare two-round sweep in the 


2006 PICAA Open Basketball tournament at the 
EAC Gym in Manila. 


‘Alvin Morante nailed a three-point shot with 
56 seconds left to shatter the game's ast deadlock 
at 70 and the Cooking Oil Masters defended well 


if the closing seconds to seal their eight win. 


The Cooking Oil Masters of national shooter 
Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla only have to beat Wang's 
‘Secret Spices and Foods and Homer’s Cagers to 
complete the sweep in the tourney supported by 
Manila Vice Mayor Danny Lacuna, Chloe Light- 


ings and Tomish Café (Dapitan). 


“URMighty Filler won by forfeiture over 


‘Wang's SSF in the other game. 
The scores: 


$ SPRING 73—Tiongco 13, Yeo 11, Royes 11, Morante 10, 


-Bamson 8, Castro 8, Noo 6, Olano 1, Capobres 0, Yombao O. 
; PEARLEAC 70—Songco 24, Duende 


Anzures O, Hubalde O 
Quarters: 25-25, 51-39, 62-55,73-70 


7, Musi 8, 
Samious-y 8, Casto 6, Baybay 3, Fbuen 2, Evangelista 2, 


TOKYO—RODEL MAYOL, WHO HAD 
looked every elegant inch the sure win- 
ner in the first six rounds, remain ed in 
the hospital yesterday, the morning after 
his tragic failure to capture the world 
minimumweight boxing crown here. 

Gina Matsuoka, wife of Mayols 
Japanese manager, said their boxer threw 
up inside his dugout after the bruising 
fight at the Korakuen Hall. 

Mayol was both shaken and bumed 
out but a CT scan done on the failed title- 
seeker from Mandaue City did not bare 
any serious injury. 

"He was severely drained and was still 
being administered dextrose,” Ms Mat- 
suoka explained, 

Itwas not clear when Mayol, ordered to 
take a complete rest, would be released, 

Well, this is not supposed to be a 
consolation, but Eagle Kyowa, the de- 
fending champion who came from be- 
hind to frustrate Mayol's crown bid, 
was also in the same hospital where 
Mayol landed Saturday night. 

“He (Kyowa) was still throwing up 
and was, in fact, in a wheelchair,” re- 
ported Mayol stablemate Malcolm Tu- 
fiacao. 

Tuñacao, who successfully defended. 
his Orient-Pacific bantamweight title 


Bare EYE ere 


Recah Trinidad 


via an 11th round stoppage in the un- 
dercard to the main bout Saturday, 
could be right in suggesting Kyowa had 
suffered the bigger injury. 

Pummeled and punished in the first 
half of the 12-round title fight, Kyowa 
was pitifully headed for the dead-end 
inhis title defense. 

For one, Kyowa, his face, puffed and 
bloodied by Mayol's sharp, powerful 
blows in the early rounds, could barely 
see his foe with his badly damaged. 
right eye. 

Until yesterday however, it was a puz- 
zle to many how and why Mayol failed to. 
show up in the seventh round. 

No, Mayol was actually seen there in- 
side the ring, but at that point it was al- 
ready a dumb, confused bom-loser who 
‘was doing the crown chase against the 
resurgent champion, 

Suddenly gone was the splendid and 
gutsy warrior who had never lost in all 22. 


previous bouts. 

Anyway what made Mayols defeat 
doubly tragic was the fact that, contrary 
to initial suggestions, he did not even 
have to surpass himself. 

In dominating Kyowa in the first half 
‘of the bout, Mayol was just being his usu- 
al strong, sharp self. 

Yes, the world title, well within grasp, 
could only be a couple of good rounds 
away 

In short, Mayol had reached the bridge. 
after Kyowa failed to solve the chal- 
lenger’ fiery assault, 

All Mayol had to do was cross over 
and that would be it. What followed in- 
stead was a monumental fold-up. 

Mayol suddenly turned tentative, 
missed his step, lost steam and started 
groping like someone suddenly strick- 
en silly by motion sickness. 

He no longer knew where he was 
headed. 

‘All the right things he had done in 
the first six rounds were reduced to 
garbage starting the seventh, before he 
allowed himself to be hacked with a 
killer right in the final round. 

‘Atleast he salvaged a descent defeat 
on points, despite being floored in the 
final round, 


Whether that decking was caused 
bya push or a valid punch was beside 
the point, 

What inevitably became clear was 
that Mayol, contrary to what he had 
bragged, was not at peak form. He was 
not properly prepared. He had played 
hooky during the Holy Week break, 
while his trainer holidayed in nearby 
Bohol. 

They could say he was only half 
ready, but it would not be right to buy 
that line. Mayol claimed he had 
trained hardest, and sparred over a 
hundred rounds. 

But he was evidently not even half 
ready. Otherwise, he would have not 
ended up behaving sick and throwing. 
garbage the crucial closing rounds, 

There was a breakdown in the train- 
ing system, as confirmed by reliable. 
sources. 

Maybe his manager had been overly 
sweet and kind to members of Team 
Mayol, to the trainer mainly. 

But Mayol must be taught to ma- 
ture, now, 

‘After his manager had gullibly al- 
lowed Mayol to come in only half- 
baked for the crown chase, he must al- 
so start looking for a new cook, quick 
please. 
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no longer Suns boot 


out listless 
LA Lakers 


PHOENIX, ARIZONA—SO MUCH FOR THE NAIL-BITING 
suspense of a Game 7. The fast, feisty Phoenix Suns won in 
a 121-90 laugher over the listless Los Angeles Lakers on 


comfy in 
Phoenix 


PHOENIX—THE LAST TIME PHIL JACKSON 
coached a game this big, in this building now 
known as US Airways Center, his Chicago Bulls 
dlinched their third consecutive championship 
with a victory in Game 6 of the 1993 NBA Finals. 

“For me personally its a comfortable arena to 
have to come and play in,” Jackson said before 
the Lakers took the court Saturday for Game 7 of 
their Western Conference first-round series. "But 
‘well see how the players react it.” 

‘They reacted worse than Jackson could have 
ever imagined, even for the youngest team in the 
NBA playoffs. The Lakers were a one-man team 
in the first half that didn’t know if it was coming 
or going on defense. 

‘The Suns led by 17 
points after the fist 
quarter and the Lakers 
stayed in the game, at 
least marginally, with 
Kobe Bryant scoring 23 
of their 45 points in the 
first half. Bryant took 
only three shots, how- 
ever, in the second half 
and scored just one 
more point. 

“Wes a shame we 
couldn't give them a 
game today,” Jackson BRYANT 
said, “and make the se- 
ries that it was memorable in the seventh game. 
You could see early on that things were going to 
bea little bit strained for us this game.” 

"The first five minutes of the game on, it 
seemed like they were a step quicker and a step 
better offensively and defensively.” 

Ar least there was some gallows humor in the 
31-point loss. Jackson said one of his assistant 
coaches told him to tell the reporters in the inter- 
view room that the Lakers got “screwed by the 
officials” and that was why they lost. 

‘The box score showed the truth. Phoenix shot 
61 percent and outscored LA, 48-38, inthe paint. 

"We've got bigger fish to fry now," Suns guard 
Raja Bell said, taking one last verbal swipe at 
Bryant. NY Times News Service 


Saturday night. 


Leandro Barbosa scored a playoff career-high 
26 points as Phoenix completed their comeback 
in the seventh game of their first-round series. 

Boris Diaw added 21 points and Shawn Mari- 
‘on had 14 and 10 rebounds for the second-seed- 
ed Suns on Saturday, who became just the eighth 
team in National Basketball Association history 
torally from a 2-1 series deficit. 

“We realized that when we were down 3-1 we 
were sil close to being up in the series and that 
we hadn't even played well" Suns MVP Steve 
Nash said. "Then we started to get some breaks.” 

Following a 114-97 win in game five that pro- 
longed the series, the Suns gained even more 
momentum in a 126-118 overtime triumph in 
gamesix 

‘Tim Thomas hit a three-pointer with 6.2 sec- 
‘onds left in regulation to send the sixth game in- 
toovertime. 

Back in front of their home fans, the Suns 
‘overwhelmed the seventh-seeded Lakers in the 
decisive game, never trailing and leading by as 
many as 33 points. 

Kobe Bryant tried to keep the Lakers in it in 
the first half by scoring 23 points on eight-o-13 
shooting. The league's leading scorer, Bryant 
netted 50 points in game six. 

‘But in a puzzling disappearing act, Bryant de- 
ferred to his teammates in the second half Satur- 
day taking just three shots and scoring one point 
on a technical free throw. 

‘Through the first four games of the series, 
Bryant had been giving more responsibility to his 


151 


Villar, 11-6, 7-11, 11-7, 11 


Almazan tops table tennis tilt 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES VETERAN JOJO ALMAZAN SUBOUED 
Michael Motel of Cebu, 11-10, 11-5, 11-6, 5-11, 11-6, late Saturday to 
‘cop the men's singles title of the Tatap-Nationa! Selection Table Tennis 
Championships at the SM Manila mall. Almazan, who saw action in the 
2003 Vietnam SEA Games but failed to make the national squad in the 
2005 Games, banked on his experience against his 18-year-old foe to bag 
the crown. Almazan had earlier beaten Motel's elder brother Emmanuel, 
"1-1, 11-3, in the semifinals of the tournament sponsored by 
the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office, Sports Central and SM Manila 
mall. An engineering student at the University of Visayas, the younger 
Motel did not leave empty-handed after rolling back San Beda's Gaylor 
-11, 11-9, to bag the men's under-20 title. 
Almazan also beat Motel in the eliminations of the event also supported 
by the Philippine Sports Commission and the Manila Sports Council. 


Dela Cruz leads SM tilt winners 

CHRISTIAN AL DELA CRUZ AND BERNARD ROMERO TOPPLED THEIR RI- 
vals to rule their respective divisions in taekwondo competitions of the SM 
‘summer sports tour at SM Molino last week. Dela Cruz defeated Ken Benedict 
Cabada to capture the middleweight crown in the junior men's division of the 
advance category, while Romero bested Edmundo Maano Jr. to pockat the 
‘grade school boys advance plum. Other winners in the grade school boys’ ad- 
Vance class were Joshua Vilanueva of RFC Molino and Clyde Batangan of Las 


SCHUMACHER 


oft-maligned supporting cast 

Bryant attempted 35 shots in game six, 
but looked like he quit on his teammates in 
their biggest game of the season. 

“Did he score in the second h: 
Lakers coach Phil Jackson asked re 
porters after the game. 

Former NBA all-star Charles 
Barkley accused Bryant of try 
ing to make his teammates 
lookbad. 

"He was being selfish, 
Barkley said of Bryant. “He 
wanted to prove (to his team. 
mates) you guys can't do any 
thing without me. He does 
want to take any blame." 

Bryant didnt explain why his 
offensive disappeared other th 
to say he was looking for others to 
produce as well. 

“If we were going to get back in 
this type of game we had to 
everybody contributing,” B: 
said. "In the first half T started to pick it up 
sively just to keep us in the hun 

“if we were going to get back into the g 
the second half everybody h 
rhythm and that didn't happen. 

‘Barbosa, who started in place ofthe suspend- 
ed Raja Bell in Game 6, again was a major factor 

“I think I figured out my game,” Barbosa said. 8 A 

PAP PHOENIX guard Leandro Barbosa shoots against Kobe Bryant. a 


Schumacher tops home GP 


NUERBURGRING, GERMANY—FER- 
raris Michael Schumacher won his 
home European Grand Prixon Sunday 
to prove the doubters wrong and put 
himself firmly back on the tide trail. 

Roared on by an ecstatic crowd of 
red-shirted German supporters, the sev- 
en times champion saw off Renaulr's 
Femando Alonso to celebrate a record 
‘86th victory of his career and second in 
arow. 

Alonso, the 24-year-old champion, 
finished second and saw his overall lead 


over Schumacher cut to 13 points after 
five races. 

The Spaniard has 44 points to Schu- 
macher’s 31. McLaren's Kimi Raikkonen 
has 23. 

Those who had suggested that the 
37-year-old German's victory at Imola 
two weeks ago was merely a Ferrari 
flash in the pan at their home circuit had 
to eat their words in the Nuerburgring 
sunshine 

Schumacher finished 3.7 seconds 
dear of Alonso and saluted his fans with 


a raised fist on the victory lap. Brazilian 
team mate Felipe Massa was third for 
the first podium finish of his 58-race ca- 
reer, 

Mclaren, the team Alonso had 
flagged as his main rivals and that he is 
joining next season, were never truly in 
the reckoning even if Raikkonen over- 
came his German jinx to secure a close 
fourth place in Massa's slipstream. 

Brazilian Rubens Barrichello was 
fifth for Honda, ahead of Alonso's team- 
mate Giancarlo Fisichella. Reuters. 


NBC hoops: Pangasinan halts Pagadian 


PAGADIAN CITY—PANGASINAN 


HUNDRED Rosendo So thus improved to 2-5. 11, Yambao 8, Yoo 8, Tiongson 6, Ro. Menor 4, Ruiz 4, 


Piñas, who beat Jovy Caina and Norrice Durana, respectively. Peter John Olea 
(of SFAC/PNU took the mid junior men's crown (novice) with a victory over 
teammate Hassan Al-Shiek. Other sports on tap in the SM summer tourare 
wushu and football Meanwhile, action in the week event resumes on May 
9-10 at SM Lucena with wushu competitions slated at SM Bicutan today and 
tomorrow and football set at SM Batangas on May 9-10. 


Islands waxed hot from start to finish to stop 
Pagadian’s four-game winning streak 81-74, in 
the 2006 Guerrero Brandy-NBC national bas- 
ketball championship at the city gym here. 
The Hundred Islands of the Pangasinan 
Amateur League led by its president Mayor 
Hernani Braganza and team manager 


"The Explorers suffered their third loss in seven 
games in the tourney sponsored by Panasonic, 
Sulpicio Lines, Nature's Spring Mineral Water, 
Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, Firefly Light- 
ings, Molten and Prime Channel. 

“The scores: 

PANGASINAN B1—Re. Menor 16, Aquino 14, Lopez 


A dream comes true for a hero and his horse 


LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY—AHERO AND pporno 
his horse won the Kentucky Derby on 
Saturday. 

Undefeated Barbaro stormed into the 
lead at the top ofthe stretch and won con- 
vvincingly—by 6 1/2 lengths—to give 
trainer Michael Matz his first Kentucky 
Derby victory and jockey Edgar Prado his 
first winning ride. 

Matz joyous day came nearly 17 years 
after he led three children to safety fol- 
lowing a fiery plane crash into a Midwest- 
em American cornfield. 

‘The two brothers and their sister are 
now grown and joined Matz in the grand- 
stand at Churchill Downs, where they 
cheered the strapping bay colt onto his 
sixth consecutive win. 

Given a masterful ride by Prado, Bar- 
baro beat a full field of 20 three-year- 
‘olds—considered one of the toughest in 
years for the first leg of the US thorough- 
bred Triple Crown. 

With Sinister Minister and Keyed Entry 
setting the pace, Barbaro settled in right 
behind and made his move around the far 
turp, just as he had in winning his first five 
races. 

The Florida Derby winner, making his 
first startin five weeks, easily beat Blue- 
grass Cat to the finish. 

Steppenwolfer was third, and there 
wasa dead heat for fourth between 
Brother Derek and Jazil 

Barbaro becomes the sixth undefeated 
‘winner, following Smarty Jones in 2004. 


ats record of 1:59 2/5 in 1973. 


Sent off as the 6-1 second choice by the 
crowd of 157,536—the second largest in 
Kentucky Derby history—Barbaro cov- 
ered the 2 kilometers (1 1/4 miles) in 2 
minutes, 1.36 seconds, well off Secretari- 


‘The son of Dynaformer, owned by 
Gretchen and Roy Jackson's Lael Farm, re- 


BARBARO, with jockey Edgar Prado in the irons, races to the Kentucky Derby 
finish line. Jennifer Love Hewitt (upper right) and supermodel Petra Nemcova 
(lower right) were among the second largest crowd in Churchill Downs history. 


turned $14.20 to win on a $2 wager. 


finished 12th. 


among the leaders. 


Sweetnorthemsaint, the surprise 5- 
favorite, finished seventh. Lawyer Ron 


Barbaro overcame a scary start, when 
he stumbled briefly but quickly righted 
himself. By the first turn, he was racing 


“This isa very excellent horse,” Prado 
said. "Al the time he showed me the qual- 
ity horse hes. Dreams come true." 

‘The margin of victory was the largest 
since Assault won by eight lengths in 
1946. 

The 55-year-old Matz left the equestri- 
an world to train thoroughbreds eight. 
years ago and took an unconventional 
Toute to his first Derby Barbaro won the 
Holy Bull Stakes at Gulfstream Park on 
Feb, 4 in his first start on the dirt. 

With the win, Barbaro became the first 
horse since Needles in 1956 to win with- 
outa prep race four or more weeks before 
the Derby. 

Matz also became the fourth straight 
first-time Derby trainer to win the race, 
following John Shirreffs with Giacomo, 
John Servis with Smarty Jones and Bar- 
cay Tagg with Funny Cide. 

Showing Up was sixth, followed by 
‘Sweemorthernsaint, Deputy Glitters, 
Point Determined, Seaside Retreat, Storm 
“Treasure, Lawyer Ron, Cause to Believe, 
Flashy Bull, Private Vow, Sinister Minister, 
Bob and John, AP Warrior, Sharp Humor 
and Keyed Entry. 

If Barbaro goes on to win the Preakness 
1 — inwo weeks, the stage would be set fora 
fourth Triple Crown uy in the past five 
years atthe Belmont Stakes on June 10. 
War Emblem in 2002, Funny Cide in '03 
and Smarty Jones in 04 each won the 
Derby and Preakness, but came up short 
in the last race. AP 


Balares 4, Tolentino 2, Zagala 0, Codamon 0, Marzan 0, 
Corte. 

PAGADIAN 74—Naron 22, Gatumbato 15, Salud 
10, Isidro 6, Daja 6, Ayuk 2, Singidas 3, Quilo 3, Flo- 
res 3, Abang 1, Singco 0, Pamaran 0, Lanutan 0, 
Omandam 0. 

Quarters: 25-19, 46-37, 62-55, 81-74 


MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE 
PINEDAHAIR CLINICS: 


If you are considering a Hi 
Transplant make your deci 
on the surgeon himself! 


> Dr. Pineda is a Beverly Hills trained Hair 
Transplant Surgeon. 


> Practice limited to hair transplants and 
hair problems. 


Pe 16 years experience in Hair Transplants 

D> Has done over 4,000 patients 

D> Best possible surgery Best possible results 
> Prices you can afford 

> Open door policy, see and talk to patients | 
Y Airfare Reimbursement (call for details) 


(Cali us today tor a consvtavon wth Dr Andrew Pineda him 
a n 


E, THEN! 
A. Pineda Medical Clinic 


Sito 012 Mose Yowarn Murat, Numo Stroot 
Mueni Vinga, Makati Cy 
MANILA B130691 * DAVAO 2212682 
\www.pinedahair.com, 
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Payton stars as A's freeze Devil Rays 


NEW YORK—JAY PAYTON SCORED 
the winning run from second base on. 
an error by Aubrey Huff in the bottom of 
the ninth inning to lead the Oakland 
Athletics to a 3-2 win over the Tampa 
Bay Devil Rays in American League 

play on Saturday. 

Payton stayed safe at second 
base as the As hit into a strange 
double play just before Jason 

Kendall's routine grounder went 
through third baseman Huff legs. 
“There was nothing I could do there,” 

Payton told reporters about the strange play 
in which went to third base on a ground 


ball, then scampered back to second to avoid 
atiiple play. 

"| guess we were lucky there was no triple. 
play there. The bottom line is, you always 
‘wait until the umpire rules," he added. 

‘Two As then wound up standing at second 
base before the umpire ruled Payton was safe 
and there were two outs on the play. 

Four pitches later, Kendall's grounder led to 
Huff's error and Payton made it home from 
second with the winning run. 

“This is a tough game to describe,” As man- 
ager Ken Macha said. "We had the Whats on 
second, who's on first’ kind of thing. 1 don't 
think thisis in any textbook on how to win.” 


It was an important win for the As (16-14), 
who moved to within % game of first place 
Texas in the AL West. 

Barry Zito pitched seven strong innings for 
the As, allowing one run on five hits, striking 
out three and walking one. Justin Duchscher- 
er pitched the eighth and Joe Kennedy (2-0) 
escaped a bases-loaded jam in the ninth to get 
the win, 

Chad Orvella (1-3) was tagged with the 
loss, despite giving up just one unearned run. 
‘on one hit in one inning or relief. 

Starter Seth McClung pitched 6 1/3 solid 
innings. 

In Boston, Tim Wakefield pitched six strong 


innings as the Red Sox beat the Baltimore Ori- 
oles for the 10th straight time, 9-3. 

‘Wakefield (2-4) allowed three runs on sev- 
en hits with three strikeouts and two walks. 

Manny Ramirez homered and drove in two 
runs and Willy Mo Pena and Alex Gonzalez 
had two hits each and drove in two runs for 
Boston, who stayed tied for first in the AL East 
with the New York Yankees, 

In Arlington, Shawn Chacon won his 
fourth game and Alex Rodriguez hit a three- 
Tun homer as the Yankees beat the Texas 
Rangers, 6-1. 

Jason Giambi also homered for New 
York, Reuters 


; NEWYORK Yankee Hideki 

1 Matsui follows through ona 
ground ball hit off Texas Rangers 
pitcher Kameron Loe during the 
firstinning. » 


National 
age-group 
‘golf finals 
Tuesday 


1 SIXTY-THREE BOYS AND GIRLS 
from all over the county vie for 
honors in four different categories in. 
the finals of the DHL-WWWExpress 
{National Age Group finals starting 
$ Tuesday at the Vilamor Golf Club 


ex% , i 
Last word is ‘Golden 7777 
De La Hoya silences foul-mouthed Mayorga gun on 


LAS VEGAS—THE GOLDEN Coseteng 


Boy still has the luster. 
Oscar De La Hoya made an impressive P 
return to the ring after a 20-month ab- 
sence, emphatically stopping Ricardo May- ROSARIO, BATANGAS—KOOKIE 
orga in the sixth round to claim the WBC's Ramirez of Peron UltronSRA 
154-pound title on Saturday night. stunned defending champion Jody 
“This ranks right up there in my top five,” De Coseteng twice in the kickoff yester- 
La Hoya said. ‘Just the fact that he talked so day of the 2006 San Mig Coffee- 
much, even about my wife. The message was I Petron Blaze Cup of the Philippine 
am going to stand up to the bully" ‘Touring Car Championship 2006 at 
Showing no signs of rust or reluctance, the the Batangas Racing Circuit here. 
33-year-old De La Hoya was a whirlwind in Ramirezs 
‘what he claims will be the penultimate fight of new Honda EK 
his storied career, which includes an Olympic proved too quick 
gold medal, titles in six weight classes and a as he recorded 
promotions company in his business empire. the fastest lap of 
De La Hoya (38-4, 30 KOs) clearly hadn't 152672 sec 
lost his passion for the ring since Bernard Hop- onds in the third. 
kins stopped him in the ninth round with a to pull away 
devastating body punch in September 2004. from the pack 
He overwhelmed Mayorga with clinical right for good in the 
hands and a handful of devastating left hooks, momingrace. ME 
stalking him around the ring and controlling Hecompleted RAMIREZ 
nearly every moment of the fight. the 12lap race 
He sent Mayorga to the canvas just 60 sec- in 20 minutes, 45.586 seconds, a 
onds in, artfully ducking a wild punch and re- comfortable 2.370 seconds ahead of 
sponding with a strong right and a brutal left Coseteng (20:47.956). 
hook. The crowd stood, and De La Hoya cast a Carlos Anton of MP Turbo fin- 
disdainful glance over his shoulder as he ished third in 21:04.026 while Louie 
walked to the neutral corner. Ramirez of Petron Ultron-SRA and 
The fight got no better for Mayorga (27-6- Dominic Bon checked in fourth and 
1), with De La Hoyz's tactical precision and fifth, respectively. 
Mendoza, who is also NGAP presi- surprising power taking a quick toll. Coseteng of San Miguel Beer-Erg 
„dent; DHLWWWExpress president De La Hoya knocked him down again in the Alcotonic took the lead in the after- 
Joe Feliciano, DHL country manager sixth, and a glassy-eyed Mayorga stayed on his moon race but Ramirez forged in 
Lamy Lamson, Jungolf president wobbly feet before finally going down at 1:25 front to stay in the seventh lap. 
ang Mamaril and VGC general of the sixth. Don Pastor settled for third place 
} manager Bert Sabularse. De La Hoya chose Mayorga as his comeback while Louis Ramirez and Carlos An- 
Scheduled for Tuesday is the opponent partly because of the chain-smoking, ton checked in fourth and fifth in the 
| strokeplay qualifying round which beer-swilling Nicaraguan's reputation for reck- second race of the series sanctioned 
| will also serve as the seeding round. less behavior. During their pre-fight publicity by the Automobile Association of the 
Philippines and sponsored by San 
Miguel Corporation, Petron, TNT, 
Genys Gril, Rota, Bendix, Star- 


course. 

© The select field comprises quali- 
fers of a nationwide elimination se- 
3 ries jointly conducted by the Junior 
: Golf Foundation of the Philippines 
$ and National Golf Association of the 
‘Philippines that had stopovers at 
"The Orchard, Pueblo de Oro in Ca- 
* gayan de Oro, Marapara in Bacolod 
and Camp John Hay in Baguio. 

2 Tomorrow is the official practice 
“round and opening ceremonies 
iwhere hitting of ceremonial balls 
} will be made by Transportation and 
$ Communications Secretary Lamy 


OSCAR De La Hoya (left) flattens Ricardo Mayorga right in the first round. Long in the receiving 


i The match play starts Wednesday tour, El Matador wore bullfighting outfits and end of Mayorga’s Barbs, De La Hoya let his fists do the talking nthe ring. pied 


* and the finals on Thursday aftemoon. repeatedly insulted his opponent, questioning 
Heading the Class A field in the everything from his heritage to his sexuality. 


+ tourney are Miko Yee and the long- 

2 hitting Gino Bunyi, Marcel Puyat is 
favored in Class B and Maan Legaspi 
in iris Cass C. 


“You are a great champion," Mayorga said to 
De La Hoya. “You are a great fighter. I apolo- 
gize for everything I said to you." 

“I forgive you,” De La Hoya replied. 


In Worcester, Massachusetts, US challenger 
Jose Rivera knocked down champion Alejan- 
dro Garcia five times on the way to taking the 
Mexican's World Boxing Association light mid- 


dleweight crown here Saturday. 

The unanimous 12-round verdict went to 
Rivera by scores of 114-107, 116-106 and 116- 
106. AR AFP 


bright Bodykits, SIR, Gadgets, KTC 
‘Tools, Rayban, The Philippine Star, 
97.9 Home Ratio, 92.3 Joey FM, 
99.5 RT, and autoindustiya.com, 


‘Stanford pads lead 
‘to 4 shots with 66 


FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE—AN- 
gela Stanford shot a 6-under par 
66 Saturday, building a four-shot 
lead after three rounds at the 
Franklin American Mortgage 
Championship. 

Stanford entered the day ahead 
by one stroke at Vanderbilt Legends 
‘Club's Ironhorse Course. She re- 
sponded with 27 putts in a seven- 

1 birdie, one-bogey round that fea- 

1 tured five straight birdies to put her 
at 18-under 198. 


Now the woman who led from 
the first round in winning her only 
other title in 2003 can join Annika 
Sorenstam and Lorena Ochoa in 
that category this year. 

“She's known to play well from 
start to end,” Pat Hurst said. 

Cristie Kerr (66) and Sophie 
Gustafson (68) were tied at 202. 
Hurst, who won on this course in 
2000, was tied at 203 (66) with Pa- 
tricia Meunier-Lebouc (70) and Ji 
Yeon Lee (67). AP 


‘Wie finishes way out 
of title hunt in Korea 


INCHEON, SOUTH KOREA—MICHELLE WIE E 
shot a 2-over-par 74 Sunday to finish out of ti- 
tle contention at the shortened SK Telecom. 
Open, where she made a cut in a men's tour- 
nament for the first time. 

The Hawaiian-born teenager had two birdies 
against four bogeys at the Sky 72 Golf Club. 
course for a three-round, 3-under 213—14 
strokes behind winner Prom Meesawat of Thai- 
land (68). 

“I did my best, but the result was not as satis- 
fying as [would have liked,” Wie said after her fi- 
mal round, “But the most important thing is that 1 
tried my best, 

"It just didn't really go the way I wanted to- 
day" she said. 

Filipino Angelo Que fired a second straight 70 
and finished in a tie for ninth to 16th places with 
a three-round aggregate of 7 under, eight shots 
offthe lead 

Que took home $10,885 for his efforts. 

Indian Jeev Milkha and Lee Seung-ho of 
South Korea shot final rounds of 70 to share sec- 
ond place at 12-under, one stroke ahead of de- 
fending champion KJ Choi (65). AP 


MICHELLE Wie 
reacts after making a 
birdie on the second 
hole. seurus 


NEW YORK—AMERICAN SOCCER PLAY- 
ers finally are larger than life. 

A21.S-meter (70 1/2-foot) Nike billboard 
in New York and a nearly identical 12-meter 
(40-foot) ad overlooking San Francisco's 
Union Square show Eddie Johnson, Landon. 
Donovan and DaMarcus Beasley and proclaim 
in huge yellow letters: "THE WORLD NO 
LONGER WANTS TO PLAY US." 

While the Americans are ranked fourth in 
the world by Fifa, trailing only defending 
champion Brazil, the Czech Republic and the 
Netherlands, that statement seems a bit cocky. 

“Maybe some guys were looking at that 
ranking a litte bit too seriously" goalkeeper 
Kasey Keller said after a 4-1 loss at Germany in. 
a friendly in March. 

Four years ago, the Americans lost to Ger- 
many 1-0 in the quarterfinals, their best World 
Cup showing since the first tournament in 
1930. 

Eleven players retum from the 2002 roster, 
Jed by Donovan, Beasley, Keller, Claudio Rey- 
na, Brian McBride and Eddie Pope. 

‘Johnson and defender Oguchi Onyewu 
headline a group of newcomers that makes. 
this US team the strongest ever. But the Ameri- 


World Cup 2006: US finally stands 
tall; intimidates opponents 


cans were drawn into a tough first-round 
group that includes the Czechs, Italy and 
Ghana. 

And ifthe United States advances, there's a 
good chance it would face Brazil in the second 
round, 

“Would I bet that nine times out of 10 we're 
going to beat Brazil? Probably not,” Donovan 
said. "Could we beat Brazil? Absolutely. So you 
have to bea lite bit realistic, but we want to 
put ourselves in that situation. And if we're in 
that situation, I would still be confident.” 

‘Arena, who took over as coach after a last- 
place finish in the 1998 tournament, enters 
‘with the longest consecutive tenure among the 
32 World Cup coach, PSV Eindhoven's Beasley 
and the Los Angeles Galaxy's Donovan key the 
midfield, where Colorado's Pablo Mastroeni 
could be a holding midfielder. In alternative 
formations, New England's Clint Dempsey 
could start in the midfield, too, and Donovan 
‘could be pushed up to forward. 

McBride, who had nine Premier League 
goals for Fulham heading into his club's final 

e, is the leading forward, and could be 
joined by the 22-year-old Johnson or Josh 
Wolff, who both play for Kansas City, or Hous- 


toris Brian Ching, chosen for the last forward 
spot over Major League Soccer Most Valuable 
Player Taylor Twellman of New England, 

When the tournament stars, Donovan and 
Beasley will both be 24. They helped tum 
around the attitude of a team that viewed itself 
asa perennial underdog. 

“T think from a mental aspect we're pretty 
fearless when we play" Donovan said. "When. 
we play at the international level, and I think 
we both really believe that when we're play- 
ing, we're better than the other people on the 
other team, and we're going to beat the other 
team.” * 

Meanwhile, retired national team defenders 
Alexi Lalas and Carla Overbeck were voted in- 
to the US Soccer Hall of Fame here Saturday, 
‘each reaching the honor shrine in their first 
year of eligibility. 

Lalas, named on 95 of 113 ballots, and Over- 
beck, who received 85 votes, willbe inducted to 
the Hall here at an Aug, 28 ceremony. 

Now the president and general manager of 
‘Major League Soccer champion Los Angeles 
Galaxy, Lalas was a member of the 1994 and 
1998 US World Cup teams and the 1992 US 
Olympic squad. AP 


Furyk gives himself yet another chance 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA—STUNG 
bya playoff loss a year ago and frustrated by two 
close calls this year, Jim Furyk earned another 
shot at winning Sarurday by taking advantage of. 
a rain-softened course for a 68 and a one-shot 
lead in the Wachovia Championship. 

Furyk, the only player to shoot in the 60s cach 
day this week, got the separation he needed with 
an approach that landed softly and rolled within 
2 feet on the 16th hole, then finished with solid 
pars to reach 1 1-under 205, 


“Tm happy with the way I played,” Furyk said. 
“Tm happy to be out front at this point, Ive got 
another round of golf tomorrow and I need toat- 
tack the golf course again." 

Retief Goosen made seven birdies on the back 
nine and was thrilled to escape with a bogey on 
the 18th hole afer driving into the creek that 
meanders down the left side of the fairway. That 
gave him a 65 and left him one shot behind, 
along with fellow South African Trevor Immel- 
man, who birdied the 18th fora 66. 


Bo Van Pelt had a three-shot lead going into 
the third round, but he shot a 73 that allowed 
several players into the mix, 

A year ago, Furyk closed with a 66 and to 
reach a three-man playoff. After Sergio Garcia 
was quickly eliminated, Furyk twice had good 
birdie chances to win, then hit into the creek on 
the 18th as Vijay Singh won with a par 

Futyk's last tournament was at Hilton Head, 
where he lost a two-shot lead on the back nine to 
‘Aaron Baddeley. AP 
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KRISTIA Ricana returns a volley as partner Kathy Sotejo rushes to the 
netin Petron beach volley finals at the Manila Baywalk. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SPORTS 


PUP tossers take Petron 


KRISTIA RICANA AND NEW PARTNER KATHY SOTEJO GOT THEIR 
rhythm back in the nick of time to nail the second leg title of the 2006 
Petron Beach Volleyball Championship at the Manila Baywalk. 


‘The pair from Polytechnic Uni- 


versity ofthe Philippines; 


21-14, 19-21, 15-13 triumph over 
Asian College of Science and Tech- 


nology’s Loma de la 


Chariza Castro in the beach volley 
festival backed by Petron and the 


Manila Sports Council. 


“Nawala ang thythm namin 
noong (We lost our rhythm in the) 
second set,” said the 19-year-old Ri- 
cana. "Pero sa (But in the) third, we 


KAAS 


got back our game." 

De la Cruz and Castro, who also 
daimed runner-up honors in the 
first leg at the Clearwater Country 
Club in Clark Field, Pampanga, 
came charging back from an 11-17 
deficit to tie the count at 17 and 
forge the deciding set. 

Ricana and Sotejo earlier topped 
Group B with three straight wins in 
the quarterly Petron volley seris al 
so backed by ACSAT, Speedo (offi- 


pulled offa. 


Cruz and 


I HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH THE REPORT 
that President Macapagal-Arroyo is set to 
name retired police Chief Supt. Florencio Fi- 
anza as head of the Philippine Racing Com- 
mission, nor with the talk in racing circles 
that the camp of the President's son Rep. 
Mikey Arroyo, who is a horse owner himself, 
did have a big say in choosing the successor 
to former Philracom chair Jaime Dilag. 

‘There is nothing wrong with that as long 
as the new racing czar genuinely loves and 
understands the sport. 

Tes time the Philracom is headed by some- 
one who really cares for the industry and not. 
just anybody who could some day throw his 
‘eight around because of his closeness to 
the powers-that-be. What the Philracom 
badly needs at the moment is a leader of 
good moral character, one who is transpar- 
ent, fearless and honest; and one who could, 
raise the level of public confidence in 
horseracing. 

The image of horseracing has been taint- 
ed by cases of graft and corruption and whis- 
perings of fixed races. Years of good work 
are wasted as a result. The Philracom should 
always be spotlessly clean; its board should 
be composed of people who cannot be co- 
erced by powerful and influential people, in- 
cluding those from the government. 

“Nowadays, Philippine horseracing is not 
healthy" said a concerned horse owner. “It 
will not prosper if we continue to be compla- 
cent. The time is ripe for the Philracom to 
adopt genuine reforms to develop, promote 
and protect the racing industry It should be 
run by a professional manager." 

For starters, the Philracom's executive di- 
rector, who holds a career position, should 
be receiving more than the reported month- 
ly take-home pay of P25,000. He deserves 
more than that. On the other hand, the 
Philracom chair and the racing commission- 


Next racing czar should know his ABC 


Manolo R. Iñigo a 


ers should not be horse owners themselves, 
or if they are horse owners, should divest 
ownership of their horses to avoid a conflict 
of interest. 

‘The new Philracom could also take off on 
a bright note by holding a long-overdue 
summit among the direct players of the in- 
dustry—the horse owners-breeders, jock- 
eys, trainers and officials of both the Manila 
Jockey Club and Philippine Racing Club, op- 
rators of the country’s only two racing 
clubs, the San Lazaro Leisure Park in Car- 
mona, Cavite, and the Santa Ana Park in 
Makati City. 

More than providing good leadership, 
this summit could very well serve as a unify- 
ing force for the various sectors of the indus- 
try which have often been fragmented and 
at odds over conflicting parochial interests. 
The industry could not afford to be divided 
at this stage ofits development. 

ODDS AND ENDS: Some marathoners 
may lose up to one quart of sweat per hour. 
Even the best-conditioned athletes are vul- 
nerable to heat. In 1981, legendary runner 
Alberto Salazar collapsed after setting a 
record for the men's marathon. His body 
temperature: 106 degrees Fahrenheit. When. 
its hot, the body struggles to maintain a 
healthy temperature of 98.6°E The addition- 
al stress on the heart and blood vessels can 
trigger heart and other medical problems... 
Swatch Timing spent about $40 million as 


the official timekeeper of the 1996 Summer 
Olympic Games in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
company—responsible for timing, scoring, 
distance and height measurements—devel- 
oped a variety of high-tech devices to ensure 
everything runs like clockwork. In basket- 
ball, for example, the Swatch high-speed 
video cameras near the baskets can calculate 
"hang time" on slam dunks. Looking at a dig- 
itized video replay, an operator presses one 
computer key when the player's feet leave 
the ground and another key when they 
touch down. The process takes four seconds, 
allowing the result to be superimposed on 
the television replay... In the 1932 Los An- 
geles Games, Olympic officials miscounted 
laps in the 3,000-meter steeplechase and 
runners did an extra 400 meters... Before 
Lydia de Vega-Mercado, Mona Sulaiman 
was the most-written-about track and field 
athlete in the history of Philippine sports. 
She was a three-time Olympian (1960 
Rome, 1964 Tokyo and 1968 Mexico) and 
three-gold medal winner (100 meters, 
200m and 4xl00m) in the 1962 Asian 
Games in Jakarta. Now a convert to the 
Catholic faith, the 5-foot-7 native of Cotaba- 
to City hogged the headlines way back in 
1966 when she refused an obligatory sex 
test in the Bangkok Asian Games, saying the 
test was against her Muslim faith. To make 
matters worse, she claimed some Filipino 
team officials even neglected her. “Iwas dev- 
astated,” said Sulaiman, a management 
graduate of the Far Eastern University. “It 
was the saddest chapter in my life.” With her 
big physique, husky voice and masculine 
looks, Sulaiman's gender was often ques- 
tioned. Cynics compared her with the con- 
troversial Nancy Navalta, but Mona said 
there was no comparison. “Nancy's case is 

she stressed, adding that she had 


no hormonal problems. 


Rotary golf grand finals tees off May 10 


‘THE THIRD LEG AND GRAND FINALS 
of the Rotary International District 3780 
annual golf tournament in support of its 
“Golf for a Cause” program tees off on 
May 10 at the Tagaytay Midlands. 

‘The 18-hole full handicap stroke play 
event using the modified Stableford 
scoring system of scoring is both an indi- 
vidual and team competition with Ro- 


SPORTSWATCH 


tary dubs vying for team supremacy. 
At stake is the coveted PDG Jose “Pe- 
te" Morales, Jr Memorial Cup put up by 
host RC San Francisco del Monte. 
‘Shotgun tee-off will be at 10 a.m. 
Hole-in-one prizes include a DS Golf 
cart, P200,000 cash, an OSIM massage 
chair, and P50,000 worth of casino chips. 
The sponsors: Club Car Turt Co., South Sea Surety. 


and insurance Co, 


Reyes, Francisco and 
y Companies, SSPl 
Policarpio Pagan 


Republic of the Philippines 


Luaran, Ports Business and Insti Services ic, 
OTTICA Corp. and Ped of f Pace Boracay. 


PCSO, Smart Communications 


rc. Ottes, Asia Brewery Enriquez Secr Servies 
Inc, Forune Tobacco, Remy Marin, Glar Amai- 
can Espress, Cathay Land, Drect Link, Argue Law rm, 


Associates Law Oca, CPI Ener- 
Pinang, Westwood Law Fir, 
and AQura Law Ofice, DGN Bing 


title 

i 
ial outfitter), Mikasa (official ball) Khate Borja, also of Acsat, 21-8. ! 
and Action and Fimess Magazine. Speedo import-export manager 


‘They eamed the first finals seat Dharmendra Gupta awarded the 
after stopping Sheena Teves and trophies and prizes to the winners. : 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID ` 


PNOC-Enargy Development Corporalon (PNOC-EDC) ves rated contactor 1o apply 
{or egy onde i oh pre. 


TWO (2) YEAR RENTAL OF 2 UNITS AIRCON BUSES | 


FOR 
MINDANAO GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION FIELD (MGPF), 
EDC 06-034 i 


The approved project costis P9 2160000to be charged against PNOC-EDC fund. The 
Contract durations Two (2) years. 

‘Appllcalion forms for egy and the bidding documents may be secured Irom the 
PROCEDO Contracts Adminstaion Group. For Bonifacio (clo N: P. Calig) staring 
May 2. 2008 upon payment of a non «eundatie foo of Pesos: Five Hundred (P500.00): 
For the purpose of ciarilying certain issues, a pre-bid conference wil bo held on 
May 11,2006, 9:00 AM at PNOC-EDC Davao Logistics Office, Arport Road, Sasa, 
Davao Cty i 
Applicatons for Eligii end sealed bids shall be received by the PNOC-EDC Contracts 
Aürinration Group el PNOC-EDC. fs Floor Bulldng 5, Fort Bonfaci, Taguig City. 
Metra Manda, not iator than 2:00 p.m. on May 24, 2006 (Contracts Administration 
Group Office Wall Clock Time) ard shal be pubiiciy opened mmeciatoiy hereafter. 
PNOC-EDC reserves the righi to reject any or al bids or parts thereof, towalve any 
intormaly there, to accept such bids or la award any part of he wor to any bidder 
‘whose bi is considered most advantageous o PNOC-EDC. 


BAC CHAIRMAN 


CENTRAL NEGROS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Bacolod Ciy 
Tel. No. (034) 436-3641 - 55 + Fax No, (034) 435-4079 


INVITATION TO A PRE-QUALIFICATION CONFERENCE 
AND SEALED BIDDING 


vetri partos oe hey ive lo a PRE-QUALIFICATION CONFERENCE and SEALED 
'BIDONG torte SUPPLY ot tno totoming 
T ARTY O PCS POWER CAPACITOR. DOUBLE BUSHING 100KVAR, 7620 VOLTS, 
BUSS, SO MZ SINGLE PHASE. BRAND NEW 
2 FIFTEEN (16) PCS, POWER CAPACITOR. DOUBLE BUSHING 1S0KVAR, 7620 VOLTS. 
[BLOEKV, OH SINGLE PHASE, BRAND NEW. 
3. STEEL POLES OF VARIOUS SIZES, 30. 36.75, 80' 85 8 80 
GALVANIZED. 100 MICRONS. i 
4. CONDUCTORS. POLY INSULATED ACIB: DUPLEX WIRE ACSRUS & TW WIRE 610 
$ SERVICE DEAD ENO GRIP #6; SPOOL INSULATOR 1 3/0, COMPRESSION, 
CONNECTOR 20AU SURNDY & ROUND METER BASE SOCKET 10D AMP. I HUB, 4 


HoT oIPPED, 


Shs WITH SEALING RING. BRAND G E. ORTTS EQUIVALENT. 
A peqtiicatn coreroce wil a het on Ie flowing dat and tie sed below at the rd 
REC CENECO Nun Buning comer Gonzaga B Mabini Sets acl Ciy, where oiner related 
ters and lechncolascnpham and pecfeaton wi ba duoussod 
TEM NO. DATE 
182 MAY 25.2008 
3 MAY 25, 2005 

ais MAY 28.2008 
Oniy cutie bidders wiro wore presant dur te retulit conference wit bo aod t 
partopate v o Beng 
‘Sate tiá mst be accompanied by Bd Socurty equivalent to 5% o! the totai bid rca the fom a 
‘Sn contedchogue managers chegue. ore ond sued» aeui orinsaranc CONTOR a, 
{Seton one honored ety (20) doy 
‘Sealeds must bo recat on or bear June 13,2008 or dom ao 1,283 and on Jure 14,2006 fr 
Sans 48$ 1000AM olio sore adiret ai wisen le nd oce ha sal proposal wb opanod 
SiO reed nie presenco o bader s preertr. 
arsi etie bars my cti rer normoon romina Procroment Seton athe 2nd Fior 
ENECO han Sang. gone No 438-3841 1o SE lcu 230 
TieCerisiNeges Baci Cooperate Ine (CENECO horaby reserves tho right torajoct o at 
Base oscoung any reason. te wase any minor delong eny ronson, io wane any minar lect 
rede oven anaia accept sis bso may be Gourd dva qecusIoCENECO. 


Corsa omet A BeRMUDEE 
GIC Gener anger 


[UIN] 
[pre] 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Renovation of Conference Room Located at the DOE — LATL Building 
for the Linear Fluorescent Lamp and Lamp Ballast Testing Facility 


and Fabrication of Ageing Test Rack for Linear Fluorescent Lamps 


under the Project 


"Philippine Efficient Lighting Market 
Transformation Project (PELMATP)" 


ENERGY REGULATGRY COMMISSION 
‘San Miguel Avenue, Pasig City 


INTHEMATTER OF THE APPLICATION 
FORTHE APPROVAL OF THE SALE OF 
VARIOUS SUB-TRANSMISSIONLINES! 
ASSETSWITHNTHEFRANCHSEAREA 
OF SOUTH COTABATO! ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. (SOCOTECO!) 


Tough NCA int’ derby 


slated at Roligon 

THE NATIONAL COCKERS ASSOCIATION. 
(NCA) is in the heat of preparations for ts "best 
international cockfight ever" on May 29, 31 and 
June 2 at the NCA's new venue at the Roligon 
Mega Cockpit in Parañaque City. “It will be even 
better than the first 2006 NCA international der- 
by last January,” said Rizal Gov. Casimiro 
Ynares, Jr. one of the derby hosts. “But what 
will make this torthcoming event bigger is that 
members of the NCA have pledged to field more 
of their very best birds to fight the very best of 


The Development Support Services Center (DSSC) of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) would like to invite local construction companies / contractors to 
apply for eligibility and to bid for the Renovation of Conference Room located at the DOE 
=TTATL Building for the Linear Fluorescent Lamp and Lamp Ballast Testing Facility and 
Fabrication of Ageing Test Rack for Linear Fluorescent Lamps" 


The Philippine Efficient Lighting Market Transformation Project (PELMATP) is intended 
to address the barriers to widespread utilization of energy efficient lighting (EEL) 
systems in the Philippines. It is aimed at contributing to the realization of the country's 
sustainable development objectives and its goal in reducing GHG emissions in the 
‘energy sector. Iwill specifically focus on the promotion of EELs energy efficient version 
of linear fluorescent lamps (i.e., slim tube triphosphor coated), CFLs, high intensity 
discharge (HID) lamps, ballasts (low loss electromagnetic and electronic) and energy 
efficient luminaires. The project will accelerate integration of EEL promotion programs 


NATIONAL TRANSMISSION 
(CORPORATION (TRANSCO). 
Applicant. 


‘our guests." Spearheading the vaunted Ameri- 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


‘can delegation are Don Gray, Joe Walcott, Larry 


‘TOALL INTERESTED PARTIES: 


to the energy conservation and energy efficiency (EC & EE) programs of the Philippines’ 
Department of Energy (DOE), enhance private sector's involvement and appreciation 


Whitehead, Eddie Adell Jerry Douglas, Curt 
Longfton and Larry Barleta, among others. 
‘Aside from Ynares, the derby hosts are Ronnie 
Puno, Iggy Arroyo, Ito Ynares, JV Magsaysay, 
Rene Medina, Ric de Guzman and Jun Sant 

go. Organizers have assured that the derby will 
be conducted "In the fairest, most transparent 
and most honest manner, in accordance with 
time-honored Filipino traditions and values that 
have always been the pillars of the NCA." Part of 
the proceeds of NCA derbies will fund the 
scholarship program established by the associ- 
ation more than a decade ago. 


70 fights up at PCAP 


5-cocker today 

THE BATTLE FOR THE COCKER OF THE YEAR 
title of the Pinoy Cockers Association of the 
Philippines (PCAP) resumes at 5 p.m. today at 
the Makati Coliseum via a 5-cock derby featur- 
Ing 70 fights. Sponsor is B-Meg Derby. Top-rat- 
dentes wil be ded by frontrunners Jake 
Macasaet (San Vicente Ferrer); Butchoy Olano 
(ka Mao); Richard Bates and Nicetas Katigbak 
(Victoria Peak), Lito Orillaza (Golden Syca), 
boxing hero Manny Pacquiao and Amor Salvan- 
era (Super Pacman), William Co (Spencer), 
Jimmy Yasay (Rooster Wild), Madlambayan 
Brothers (JCAP Jimater Mapalad), Rainier Kau 
(Kimbee) and M. Badillo (Singkamas Pride MB) 
and Winchester Gold entry. Meanwhile, the final 
‘round of the "Summer Salpukan” 6-cock derby 
begins on Thursday. Seeing action are partici- 
pants who have scored 1.0, 1.5 and 2 points. 
For Inquiries, call 896-3545. 


Notice is hereby given of the filing by National Transmission 
Corporation (TRANSCO) on October 24, 2005 of an application 
for approval of the sale of various sub-transmission lines/assets 
involving the amount of Thirty Five Million Seven Hundred Forty 
Four Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty Two Pesos and Forty-Two 


Contavos (PhP35,744,762.42) within the frar 


Cotabato I Electric Cooperative, Inc. (SOCOTECO I). 
The Commission has set the application for hearing on May 


15, 2006 (Monday) at nine-thirty in the morn! 


ERC Hearing Room, 15th Floor, Pacific Center Building, San 


Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City. 


Ali interested parties who máy wish to co 
the said application should file their 


of the benefits of EELs, and ensure that environmental impacts associated with the 


Inchise area of South 


ig (9:30 a.m.) at the. 


ment on or oppose 
comments and/or 


oppositions on or before the date of hearing. Such parties. who 
may wish to have the details of the application and who shall 
have manifested to the Commission their desire and intention to 
participate actively in the proceedings, may request that before 


the date of hearing they be furnished with copies of the application 
by the applicant, which is hereby directed to furnish the parties 


making such request with copies of the 
attachments. Likewise, any such interested 


the application and other pertinent records filed with the 


‘Commission during the usual office hours. 


WITNESS, the Honorable, RODOLFO B. ALBANO, JR.. 
Chairman and the Honorables, OLIVER B. BUTALID, JESUS N. 
ALCORDO, RAUF A. TAN and ALEJANDRO Z. BARIN, 
Commissioners, Energy Regulatory Commission, this 29th day 


of March 2006 at Pasig City. 


application and its 
party may examine 


widespread use of EELs are mitigated. The project objectives will be achieved with the 
implementation of specific barrier removal programs that will involve: (1) updating of 
policies, standards and guidelines on lighting applications; (2) institutional and technical 
capacity bullding; (3) consumer education and information dissemination; (4) 
development and implementation of appropriate financing mechanisms; and (5) 
mitigating environmental impacts of the widespread utilization of EELS. 


Bidding Documents (Requirements for Eligibility, Instructions to Bidders, Terms of 
Reference and Standard Conditions of Contract) may be secured personally, upon 
payment of a non-refundable amount of Philippine Pesos One Thousand 
(PhP 4,000.00) from the following address: 


Development Support Services Center 
United Nations Development Programme 
30" Floor Yuchengco Tower, RCBC Plaza 
6819 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
Tel. No. (632) 901 0273 / 901 0272 
Fax No. (632) 901 0200 


International suppliers are encouraged to appoint and authorize Philippine-based 
counterparts to secure the bidding documents and submit proposals for and in thelr behalf. 


The abovementioned Bidding Documents will be released to all interested parties strictly 
from May 8, 2006 to May 12, 2006. The Bidding Documents shali contain all instructions 


on the rules, procedures, bid opening dates, and other schedules and requirements. 


act 


UNDP reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive any defect or informality therein, 
the bid and award the contract to the most advantageous offer to the UNDP based 
on UNDP criteria. UNDP assumes no obligation or responsibility whatsoever to 
compensate or indemnify the bidder for any expense or loss that may be Incurred for the 


preparation of bids, nor does it guarantee thal an award will be made for this Contract. 


(Sod.) MARIA TERESA A. RAMIREZ-CASTAREDA. 


Executive Director 


vill 


(Sad) ETHELIND B. CAPUNO 
Manager, DSSC 


mnm 
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HK Olympian sinks Subic rivals 


Lee attacks early to claim third crown; Japanese bet rules women’s race 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


‘SUBIC, ZAMBALES—HONG KONG'S DANIEL 
Lee Chi-wo felt no need to look over his 
shoulder. 

Lee, the lone Olympian in the elite field, dis- 
played enough confidence and swagger yester- 
day to dominate the 12th Legenda-Subic Bay In- 
ternational Triathlon here. 

“I expected to win,” the lean, 29-year-old Lee 
proudly said after the arduous 1.5K swim-40K 
bike-10K run competition that started and 


Pulling away in the run leg, Lee ruled the race 
in 2 hours, 3 minutes and 14 seconds for his third 
victory in the prestigious annual event. 

“Everyone stayed together, and I decided to 
press forthe run,” said Lee, a veteran of the 2004 
Athens Olympics. "Iran pretty well. started with a 
constant pace until 1 was up by nearly a minute.” 

Second-placer Kodo Hiramatsu of Japan tried 
to keep up, but was no match in the foot race 
against Lee. 

“His running was better than mine,” conceded 
Hiramatsu of the Hong Kong bet, who also tri 


‘wound up at the SBMA boardwalk. 


‘umphed here in 2000 and 2001. 


‘The 25-year-old Hiramatsu clocked 2:04:10, 
over a minute ahead of teammate Satoshi Iwata 


Ies COOL 
when ir s HOT 


DASHIELD } 


who timed 2:05:43. 

Japan did not fall short in the women's divi- 
sion, however, as Satomi Okouchi won with a 
time of 2:26:37. 

‘The 24-year-old Okouchi pulled away right in 
the first lap of the run but encountered difficulty 


negotiating the bike course in the Binictican 
Heartbreak Hills. 


IG ESSA rer tran Vt oat), Quezon Ciy 
tror 22 3640 IT Le" 3743038 


LC Langit came home four minutes behind the 
Japanese in second spot—the best finish by a Fl 
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0-550 Root Basket 
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Disirbutor of Genuine Accessories by Camryooy Thatand 
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ipino in the competition. 

“I was able to keep pace with (Okouchi) in the 
bike leg because I'm familiar with the course,” 
said Langit. “I tried to keep pace with her (in run- 
ning), but it was hard." 

‘The 19-year-old Langit, a member of La Salle's 
swim team, timed 2:30:08, way ahead of third 
placer and teammate Mimi Lucas (2:38:07). 

The Philippines veteran campaigners, includ- 
ing Southeast Asian Games medalists Sandra 
‘Araullo and Ani de Leon, skipped the race due to 
injuries. 

National champion Arland Macasieb surpris- 
ingly competed despite a shin injury, but could 
only muster a 10th place finish in the men's race. 

Legend International Resorts CEO Khoo Boo 
Boon sent off the 245 entries from Japan, Hong 
Kong, the Philippines, New Zealand, Austria and 
the Netherlands. 

Perennial teen champions Joash Serrano 
(1:09:33) and Kim Mangrobang (1:19:05) ruled 
the junior male and female sprint, while Bonnie 
Sy (1:23:46) topped the adult sprint. Polo Tri 
"won the team event with a cumulative time of 
10:35:23. 


Alonso takes pole in Euro prix 


NUERBURGRING, 


5] 


TEAM McLAREN MERCEDES 
CORPORATE PARTNER 


KEEP WALKING : 


JoHNNIE WALKER. É£ + 


( 740-0525 or 30 


Germany—Renault- 
Mild Seven's Femando 
‘Alonso was fastest in 
the qualifying round 
and took the pole for 
the European Grand 
Prix Saturday at the 
Nuerburgring circuit. 

Taling him d be gridare 
2 Michel Schumacher fer- 
rad, 1300283 Felpe Massa, 
Tera, 190407; 4. Rubens 
Baricheto, Honda, 130753 
S Ki Raikkonen, Mclaren- 
erates, 130.0886. Jen- 
son Buton, Honda, 130940; 
Jano Tl, Toyol, 
131.419; 8. Juan Pablo Mon- 
toya, Maren Mera, 
132880; 9. Mark Webber, 
items, 133405; 10. 
Jacques Väeneve, BMW- 
Sauter, 136908 


M Shel 
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e last April 4, 


ohn and Helen Taylor drove to London and completed the 
Shell Fuel Economy World Record Challen; 


006. Together with Shell, 


they now have 


a Guinness 


World Record to their name for the most fuel efficient circum. 
navigation of the world ever undertaken using a 1.6L Volkswa 
gen Golf ESI, a standard model representative of the cars 


found on the road today. 
rules and guidelines set and 


They achieved this under the strict 
nessed by Guinnes: 


nd were 


able to deliver using just 24 tanks of the new Shell Fuel Econo 


my Formula 


The Taylors started their great adven- 
ture on January 17, 2006 and they re- 
turned having covered 28,970 kilome- 
ters, across 25 countries in 78 days of 
driving. The most significant number of 
all is that they made it using just 1,303 
liters of gasoline - a phenomenal feat 
considering the varied and extreme driv- 
ing conditions that they have gone 
through. 

During their journey, they drove 
though the fast lanes of the Autobahn and 
passed by the Ferrari headquarters in 
Modena as well as the Danube plains of 
Austria, They encountered below freez- 
ing weather conditions in the snowy 
mountains of Switzerland and manoeu- 


vred through the treacherous snowstorms 
on the Czech mountains. They also en- 
dured temperatures of 46° Celsius while 
in the outbacks of Australia and weath- 
ered cyclones along the way. Their fuel 
economy techniques were also tested in 
the deep basins and valleys of Macedonia 
and the steep and winding coastal land- 
scape of Greece. 

‘And despite all these, the Taylors to- 
gether with Shell still managed to set a 
New Guinness World Record. 

Shell, being the exclusive fuel provider 
for the challenge, was able to road test their 
newest Fuel Economy gasoline formulation 
which they plan to introduce to the public in 
the future. The fuel efficient driving prac- 


Makes New 


Guinness World Record 
` On Fuel Economy 


tices leamed in the challenge will be added 
to Shell's "FuelStretch" principles. 

"We are committed to delivering better 
fuels around the world and have’ been 
working for a long time now to develop 
fuels which address motorists' needs for 
greater fuel economy, and are specifical- 
ly designed to take drivers further," ex- 
plains Roger Cracknell, Shell Fuel 
Economist. "This venture gave us the 
perfect platform to subject our latest lab 
work to the ultimate road test. That 
they've come in at such a incredibly low 
number of tanks is testament to the new 
Shell Fuel Economy Formula, and to the 
principles of fuel efficient/Fuel Stretch 
driving - that Shell has improved with the 


help of the Taylors. We're deeply proud 
of what the achievement represents for 
the Taylors and our newest formula" 

For Shell, the end of this adventure re- 
flects their commitment to customers, lit- 
erally the day after achieving the record 
Shell will start to launch the new Shell 
Fuel Economy Formula to drivers in a 
number of countries around the world. 
Shell spokesperson Nick Allen, Global 
Head of Fuels and Forecourt, comments 
"In the spirit of the Taylors’ accomplish- 
ment, we're looking forward to helping 
everyday drivers around the world to 
achieve greater fuel efficiency no matter 
where they live or what they drive -- set- 
ting their own personal records." 
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So what's 
up, John? 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


NANCY CASTIGLIONE IS CONVINCED THAT 
“Pinoy Big Brother" ex-celebrity housemate 
John Prats, who admitted to courting the ac- 
tress-commercial model while inside the 
house, has "changed his mind." 

She and John had "bumped into each other a 
few times” since the “PBB Celebrity Edition” end- 
ed in April, Nancy said, but they had not "really 
sat down and talked" about their erstwhile bud- 
ding romance. 

“We send text messages back and forth; we 
call each other occasionally. But we haven't dis- 
cussed what's going to happen [to us]. I'm sure 
he changed, like I did, when he was inside the 
house,” Nancy told Ingumer Entertainment on 
Friday at the launch of the JVC '06 Badminton 
Open in Makati City. 


Before 

In February John and Nancy appeared on the 
show biz talk program "The Buzz," just days be- 
fore "PBB Celebrity Edition" began. During their 
interview, John confessed he "liked" Nancy and 
announced that he had written love leters that 
‘were to be handed to her every Friday until he 
stepped out of Big Brother's house. 

Nancy received all of those letters, she told IN- 
umn. 

In April, when John was booted from the 
show, the actress again went on "The Buzz" to 
welcome him back. "We both felt really shy that 
time,” Nancy recalled. "There was still kilig, but 1 
think we both realized [right then] that our indi- 
vidual careers were our top priority" 

‘The Fil Canadian actress continued: I haven't 
spoken to him about the issue with Say (Alonzo), 


SOWHAT'S/A2-6 


ETHEL Boob: 
That’s me.” 


ETHEL BOOBA, ONE OF THE HOSTS OF 
GMA 7's reality show "Extra Challenge,” is 
sore about stories pointing to her as the rea- 
son that the top-rating program is has been 
canceled (last airing is on May 26) 

In an exclusive interview with INQuinen, Ethel, 
28, defended herself against the widespread ru- 
mor, even as ‘Jologs Guide," her own show, has 
also been canceled. 

“s so unfair” a teary-eyed Ethel said, lament- 
ing reports that her scandalous relationship with 
basketball player Alex Crisano had tumed off 
viewers. 

Ethel claimed the show started losing its ap- 
peal to her and the rest of the staff when produc- 
tion manager Marge Natividad was terminated 
last September, for undisclosed reasons, 

“She was our mother, and she was gone,” 
Ethel recounted, "She was the one who saw that 
T could be a host, She always made me do an 


ETHEL/ A26 
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Fast-track screenings for RP Idol’ start May 12 


SINCE THE ONE-DAY AUDITIONS IN 
Manila for the reality-talent search 
“Philippine Idol” cannot accommo- 
date all contestants, especially those 
from northern and southern Luzon, 
fast-track screenings will be held at 
satellite offices starting May 12. 

This was announced by ABC 5, 
which is producing the country’s ver- 
sion of "American Idol." Manila audi- 
tions are set on June 3. 

"There will only be one Manila audi- 
tion, and not three as the network an- 
nounced earlier, according to Terra 
Daffon, senior vice president for cor- 


porate affairs. 

"Fast tracks are not official audi- 
tions, During fast tracks, contes- 
tants submit credentials for valida- 
tion,” Daffon told Inquinen Enter- 
tainment 

‘The May 12 fast tracks are set at 
the Pacific Mall in Laoag, Ilocos 
Norte, SM Lucena in Lucena City and 
SM Fairview in Quezon City. 

May 14—at CSI Malis in San Fer- 
nando, La Union and Dagupan, Pan- 
gasinan; Mart One in Cagayan and 
Pacific Mall in Legazpi, Albay. 

May 15—SM-Megamall in Man- 


daluyong City and SM San Fernando, 
Pampanga; May 17—SM Bacoor in 
Cavite; May 18—SM Dasmariñas, al- 
soin Cavite. 

May 19—SM Bicutan, Parañaque 
Ciy; May 26—SM Baguio; May 
27—SM Southmall in Las Piñas and 
SM Sta. Mesa; May 30—SM Valen- 
zuela, 

Applicants will be asked to fill up 
necessary forms and perform a mini- 
mum of two songs before a set of 
judges. Those who pass will each be 
given a badge and pass for the audi- 
tion proper. Marinel R. Cruz 
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This summer, your HSBC credit card gives you a chance to win 


a FREE trip for two to Paris and London plus P100,000 spending money. 
Your trip will include a visit to the Louvre and Westminster Abboy. 


Every P500 charged on your HSBC credit card gives you one raffle entry. 


m 


So don't wait. Spend this summer using your HSBC credit card 


and increase your chances of winning. 


Don't have an HSBC credit card yet? 
Apply now and get one raffle entry upon approval 


Call to 


m «SBC 


or visit 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


ANY CHANCE I 
COULD BORROW 


Do YoU HAVE A 
COUPLE DOLLARS 


ae 
a 


‘YOU CAN LOAN M 
` 


BoY, THIS SURE 
IS ONE HEAVY 
PIGGY BANK You 


GAS Prices 
HAD BETTER 
START COMING 
DOWN SOON. 


MARVIN 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


FOLD JIMAND NANCY ACROSS THE, 
STREET THAT THEY. 
COULD LEAVE TIGER 
WITH US WHILE 
THEY'RE GONE. 


HOW BITSY 
WILL REACT TO 
THE NEWS THAT] 


'OPERATO! 
Jame X NEED THE 
NUMBER 


FOR 
HOMELAND 
SECURITY)! 


BE STAYING 


BABY BLUES 


THEN: 


‘Look Gom 

WANS Before 

You CPSs 

qwe Sreeer. 
— 


| GOOD PARENTING 


DONT even 

THINK Aour 

CROSSING ME 
STREET. 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


ARARGGH! THIS 

HeAT's DRIVING 
Me NuTS! 
TC 


STeP COMPLAINING! 
You Don’t even 
HAve FUR. 


Whe PA 

* O 
Vmay PLANO NA NAMME 
MAG OVERTHROO 
60ByYEeNO YA! 


AYAN NA NAVAN! 
KELANGAN MAI -= 
DISPERSE YANL 


IMGA PASAHERONG 
GHIHINTAY NA 
MAKASAKAY PAUWI 


PUGAD BABOY 


NGANON PA LANG 
POE REO MA 
ANG HINAHARAP. 
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BY PM. JUNIOR 


TAFOG KUNG MERON PA. 
AKONG NAVTATABING FERA 
AARKILAHIN YO ST 


DIVINE COMEDY 


' HOROSCOPE ` 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


MIKROKOSMOS 


PINAPA LAGO  OONGA DAPAT 


HAYAAN Yo 


YOU BORN TODAY: 


Sun moves 


into Cancer, increasing your interest in gardening, 


You're warm, friendly and sociable. You stay youthful because you're aware of your appear- 
ance. (You like to live well.) You value companionship, 


‘yet you want freedom. In your early 40s, your progressed 
home and family, and boating for the next 30 years. 


This year you face an important choice. Choose wisely. 


Birthdate 
ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): Be patient 
with coworkers today. 


You might be depressed 


avid Attenborough, travelerifilmographer; Enrique Iglesias, singer; Don Rickles, comedian/actor. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Just be mellow to- 
day. Avoid disagree- 


$ ments with authority fig- 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Someone 
might say something 
that confirms your worst 


NGA NATIN 


Yune HARDIN LANG SILANG 


LASER. SWoRp! 
No Bi 
UWAG KANG 
MANIRA NG 
MA HALA- 


about earnings or something having 
to do with your possessions. Dont 
jump to conclusions. Don't let oth- 


‘ers put you down. 


© 


May 20) 
thorty 
critical 
Family 


TAURUS (April 20 to 


Parents or au- 
figures might be 
of you today. 

discussions 


might be discouraging. Be gentle 
with children. (You're a Friday per- 
son in a Monday world.) 


fears about yourself. This isn't really 
true. Negative thinking is rampant 
today. (Don'tletit getto you.) 


ures, parents, teachers and bosses. 
This is not the Monday to make a 
stand about anything. (Believe me.) 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


AT PAG MALAGO NA, 
MAS MASARAP SILANG 
HATAWIN / 


CANCER (June 21 to 


July 22 Friends or 
perhaps a member of a 
criticize 
your ideas. (You need D 
needs a 
bicycle.) Don't take any of this per- 


group might 
this tke a fist 


sonally. Ignore it 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): it's totally 
normal not to agree with 
other peoples ideas 
about religion, politics 
or philosophy. No two people are 


DaAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS. 
Satelite drcit 
Pond organism. 
10 Con irom 
Chapas 
14 Madcap Mary. 
15 Energy lood, 
for short 
16 Somewhat 
circular 
17 Wee hr. 
18 Social reformer 
Jacob 
19 Gwe 
temporarily 
20 Goes balistic 
23 Boallos hit, 
Loves Your 
24 Puny pest 
25 Egg cells 
28 Pitch calers 
31 Swipe 
35 Sintal chy 
37 Jumble 
39 Stumblebum 
40 Evidenced 
EZ 
43 Mary Kay 
competitor 
44 KZs continent 
45 Finest of the. 
finest 
46 More promising 
48 McGregor of 
“Trainspoting” 
50 Pitcher Maghe 
51 Wholesale 
quanty 
53 Educational 
ag 
55 Transmission 
‘ype 
62 Labs and 
boxers 
63 Unadorned 
64 Underane-bar 
danco 
6 Bar in a cor 
» 66 At any paint 
87 Be of use 
1 68 Recolors 
59 Ranked player 
70 Hardly verbose 


DOWN 

1 Anucipatory cry 

2 Rajlis spouse 

3 Water Hante 

4 Poker playors 
"choc 


‘By Doug Paterson 
Pasadena, CA 


5 Diminulve hero 
of folklore 

6 Plot ol and. 

7 Not of he cioth 

8 "Poor Gynt" 
‘composer 

9 Ansseavored 
liqueur 

10 Typo of party 

1) Allied up 

12 Caroled 

13 Timewon 

21 Skit border. 


26 Swodsh 
‘automaker 

27 Farewell, Mario 

29 Advanced 
dogs. 

30 French 
composer Erik 

32 Party of 
fashion 

32 West Attican 
‘yer 

34 Ford laure 

56 Literary 
compendums. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): If you feel discour- 


like, This is not a big deal. 
aged about money and 
shared possessions, 


don't worry—this feeling 


wil be gone by Wednesday (maybe 
even tomorrow). It's just a tempo- 

rary dark cloud on your horizon. 
^ today. This is probably 
because somebody is 


critical or judgmental. Naturally, no 
‘one wants to be criticized, right 
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KIKO MACHINE 


‘wows PUTIK ANG GALING!" "HANEP, NAINSPIRE AIOT- 
och. MANAL M ATA KITA! uy ANG MGA MARIRINIG 
MO RANG UNANG LUMABAS ANG COLUMN) NG ISANG 
IMISTERIOSANG PA OJULAT- SI KATRINA: 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Discussions 
with friends are intense 


MARAI Aus HUMANGA SA TALINO, 
TAPANG, AT DEDIKASION Ud SA, 
MGA COLUMN ABSA SA ONNERSITY 
DIARYO. LALO NA AKO. 


nati Ko Swans PALIT MAKI 
SA OPISINA NILA NGUNIT PARATING. 
SAGITTARIUS | (Nov. 
22 to Dec. 21): You 
might foe you have to 
defend your actions to- 
day. Don't get backed 
Into a corner. Just play 


HOw COME T 
HAVE TO SHAVE MY 
YOU CAN 


GONIT NON PA MAN AY MALAKAS 
AUG KUTOB KONG MAKNETTA KORIN 
SYA.. AT MAGIGIKG KARELASYON, 


A e » 
JUS 
SS 


everything aboveboard. Be calm 
And tolerant, (He who finge dit only 


LOVEKNOTS 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO. 


JAJA, ANO'NG GINAWA Tho) 
NÓ LABOR DRY! 
‘ Hane, - BASE AKO NG 


feses ground 

CAPRICORN (pec, 22 (ERE RES 
to Jan. 19): Artists feel 
Salleticab."Romunto 
partners might be cr 
TS eae onec ts 


easy to feel discour- 


aged or suspicious. Oy! Fortunately, 


z[[SI-ET IS 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Be careful of 


tomorrow is another day! 
your Impulse to want to 
make somebody else 


2 over. It might be better 


BAHAY, SCARLET, NAG 7 


MERE ee 
ere 
VASA. oh LAR 
Iz; 
i Pie L3 


to turn this impulse Inward and ad- 
dress your own need to make TULDOK 
changes. 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


NAD, WES NETTING 


IMBHAHIN'YON.. + 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Feelings of 


zope 


8 


38 "Pygnallon* 
domat 

41 Pierced places 

42 Delioted 

47 Belg. location 

49 Sman 

^2 Scoundrol 

54 Wanted poster 
opuon 


55 siy 

56 Goggle at 

57 Family diagram 

58 Gnu group 

59 General 
Bradley 

{60 Kimono sashos 

51 Partto play 
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discouragement might 
lead to arguments with 
partners "and close 
friends. But this doesn't have to be 
the case. You are responsible for 
your words and actions. Your re- 
Sponso is always your own choice. 
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By Valerie Cruz, Contributor 


“WE'VE FINISHED 90 PERCENT,” SAID 
Adolfo Alix Jr. of his digital film “Donsol,” an 
entry to this year's Cinemalaya Independent 
Film Festival. "We went back to Sorsogon 
from April 28 to May 1 to shoot the Butanding 
Festival.” 

Tn the waters off Donsol, butanding or whale- 
sharks—the largest known fish in the 
world—are spotted from November to May. 

" Alix said he did extensive research on Donsol 
and the butanding in writing his screenplay. "This 
movie s based on real people and real stores.” 
Friendship 

“Donsol” tells the story of friendship between 
‘a lonesome BIO (butanding interaction officer, 
played by Sid Lucero) and a widowed breast- 
cancer survivor (Angel Aquino). 

Alix said his actors were “professional” and 
never complained “even when they had to shoot 
at 6 am" And Angel agreed to cut her hair for 
her role. 

“We also hired two coaches to teach the cast 
Visayan Donsol and Bi- 
colano Donsol,” Alix 
added. 


‘Tongue twister 

The cast was game, 
he said. Jaclyn Jose 
couldn't — pronounce 
butanding. Bembol Ro- 
co kept saying budand- 
ing aswell” 

"The film also stars 
Lucero's aunt, Cherie 
Gil, famous for kontra- 
bida roles. "She told 
me she was happy be- 
cause she gets to play 
someone kind-hearted 
fora change,” said the 
director, "Here shes 
Angels best friend.” 

Between shoots, Al- 
ix said, Gil, Lucero and 
Aquino went snorkel- 
ing and whale-watch- 
ing—and visited Fire- 
fiy River—mangroves 
lit by fireflies at night. 


Hard part 

Now, the hard part. 

"One major chal- 
lenge was crowd con- 
trol,” said Alix. "Ihe 
townspeople were star- 
struck, being their first 
time to see actors. We 
just asked them tokeep 
Quiet because we were 
using live sound.” 

Ies an indie produc- 
tion, Alix noted, and 
therefore low on bud- 
get. "But we didnt 
scrimp in terms of pro- 
ducion values" he 
said, "and we made 
sure that everyone was 
paid and treated well. 
We had help from our 
sponsors, Rep. Francis 
Escudero, the local 
government of Donsol, 
Donsol Tourism Center 
and Screencraft Inc.” 
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About ratings 
From Doris Torres, 
Quezon City: 


Thank you forcon- RA 3 
tinuing to write en- 
lightening columns Mj tese 
on the entertainment Mi; 
industry, Regarding 
your column head- 
lined “Waiting for the 
other shoe to fall,” 
please allow me to 
clarify “The Da Vinci 
Code's” PG-13 rating 
inthe US. This simply 
means that parents 
are cautioned that 
some scenes may be 
inappropriate for au- 
diences under 13. 
Still, anyone can go 
and see it. 

‘An R MPAA rating 
means kids can see 
the movie only if ac- 


metropolis 
star 


werte con gh 


vu 


ea 


companied by an susNenatn 


adult, The MPAA also 
has an NC-17 rating 
equivalent to the 
MTRCB's R-18 rat- 
ing. NC-17 means No 
one 17 and under 
may be admitted to 
see the film. Very few 
films in America are 
given an NC-17 rat- 
ing. Your readers 
may wish to visit the 
website —— filmrat- 
ings.com for more in- 
formation on PAA 
ratings. 
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Cruising on overdrive 


WE CAUGHT "MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE IIl" ON 
TTS opening day and found it an exciting combi- 
nation of cliff-hanging events and high-tech gear. 

‘Other elements that add to the appealing mix 
are the production's globetrotting bent, a strong 
personal motivation for protagonist Ethan Hunt, 
and unusual plot twists, like Hunt momentarily 
posing as the movie's arch villain, and the discov- 
ery of a traitor high up the IMF secret service's 


pernatural" airs every Thursday at 10 p.m. 

Tes followed at 11 p.m. by another new show, 
“Hex,” a sinister thriller about an English girs 
self-discovery and sexual awakening. “Hex” 
elves into the realm of unimaginable evil, but 
with a refreshing dash of dark humor. Christina 
Cole stars. 

Finally, AXNs Power Pack Friday screens these. 
films: May 12 at 9 p.m., “Terminator 3: Rise of 


leadership. the Machines.” And May 12 at 11:30 p.m. “The 
‘This time around, Hunt (Tom Cruise) is sent rae ‘Man in the Iron Mask.” 
to rescue an agent (Keri Russell) who's been n 
captured by arch aaa Owen Devan (Philp __ feng these plus points is Davia’ phleg- Four Aces 
Seymour Hoffman), a top supplier of arms to maticnatureasa villain, despite the fact thathes THE FOUR Aces, the legendary quartet that 
terrorists. being portrayed by the award-winning Hoffman. gaye us timeless love songs like "Love Is A Many 
"The assignment comes at the worst possible aus Tobs the production of genuine fear and ter- Splendored Thing,” “Stranger in Paradise” and 
time for Ethan, because he's engaged to a lovely ` . "Three Coins in a Fountain,” will rm at the 
nurse, Julia (Michelle Monaghan). Its a good thing that this slack is taken upin Araneta Coliseum on June 3. i 
'But he opts fo continue his fallen comrades Part by the plots hidden traitor, whose dark and The quartet is now made up oftenor Fred Dio. REESE Witherspoon, $15 million 
mission, and his crackerjack team of operatives vious, ‘machinations keep Huntatriskuptothe dati, guitarist and vocalist Joe Giglio, bass and 
chalks up one “impossible” feat after another— Veyend. ,, trumpet player Hany Heisler, and Frank Sina- 
Ghul the traitor in their midst fols their best ef- _Als0 ending up on the debit side is the fims tra impersonator Joe Amato. Call 911-5555. 
forts and gives their enemy the upper hand. personal quotient, because it feels perfunctory | 
"The impossible nature of their feats soon Altera while. And the lead cass performances ‘Wow, Bata’ 
strains viewers credulity but director JJ Abrams While proficient, are rapidly. upstaged bythe pro- SOME 300 children from Luzon and the 
keeps the movie's action so eventful and even re-  duction’s visuals high-tech gimmicks and ac- Visayas will participate in a three-day culture 
lentess that complaints momentarily become ‘ion-adventure scenes. dae va cae. and ants festival (May 30-June 1) at Clamshell 
‘moot and academic. Despite these low points, “M: 13° sustains Pavilion 2, Intramuros. The "Wow Bata” festival 
‘Action highlights include the complex mission Viewers’ interest. ‘Ifyou enjoy action-thrillers, i'll boosts the advocacy for the welfare and protee- 
to kidnap the villain, the camage that ensues certainly perk up your viewing day. tion of Filipino children. Supported by child-cen- 
during his rescue, Hunt swinging from one AXN pemieres tered NGO Plan Philippines, the event provides 
shanghai skyscraper to another, and his rescue of p $ " ‘an avenue for youths to showcase their talents in 
Sulia as guided via satellite by a colleague inthe , LAST May 4, “Supernatural premiered on ance, theater, music and the visual arts. Their 
pes the AXN channel. The series blends action,dra- = artworks and performances will depict impor- 
"These feats are greatly aided and aberted by 18, mystery and science ficion in telling ts stò- tant issues affecting children and their funda- 
many high-tech “inventions” that enable our 17 about two brothers, Sam and Dean Winch- mental rights. Nightly presentations will show- 
heroes to pull off the seemingly impossible, de- CSS who are bound by destiny and disaster to case regional cultures while tackling problems 


battle the evil forces of the paranormal realm. ike child xm 
spite the enemy's deep bag of tricks—and n p : like child labor, trafficking, prostitution and oth- 
Jared Padalecki and Jensen Ackles stars. "Su- er forms of juvenile abuse. Call 892-7709. 


Pupil 
MTV's Rising star of the Month is Pupil. the 


piece US box-office returns 


on vocals and guitar, Yan Yuzon on guitar, Bogs 


ARANETA CENTER 
Jugo on drums and Dok Sergio on bass 


Gateway dll At Ghemersptaxe li . 
= Catch Pupil on “MTV Handpicked,” Tuesd: 
‘tarzan delivers for his $25- 
"ERE Crer CMEI T Reana 
SLTHER | SILENTHILL | THE SENTINEL 


1201325/530 14044201101940 151945 


THE WILD WHEN A STRANGER CALLS | MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 
1003007500170190 7401950 ETE] jauhan- amnia 


BRAD Pitt, $20 million WILL Smith, $25 million 


Tom Hanks delivers for his $2 
per-movie salary, but not Jin 
‘whose films haven't done as wi 
box office, a comparison in Enter 
Weekly showed Friday. 

Hanks, 49 and star of th 
awaited film version of 
the best-selling religious 


Dogs trained to sniff 
for beotieg DVDs 


LONDON—BEWARE, SMUGGLERS OF BOOT- 
AQUAMARINE | D' LUCKY ONES | /43!510/5:0/6:5 MENEHEEHRIME les movies. A duo of black Labradors have been 
veas | 210r2s0/se0. | enses E trained as the world’s first DVD-sniffing mystery novel, “remains 
= $ dogs, a trade group has an- one of the most bankable 
nounced. brand names in thé 
Canine sleuths Lucky Dip i world, which ‘Da Vinét 
andFlogottheirfistmajor W i Code” should demon- 
7 live testat London's Stansted ou strate later this month,” 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: 3 SILENT HILL THE SENTINEL airport and immediately KNOW, the Hollywood magazine 
10251305] 451825 l 122013001 540820 135/355] 615/835 identified packages and T reported. 
4 - parcs containing DVDs Also "worth every pen- 
THE WILD SLITHER. Dez rm fünf for destinations in Britain, the Federation ny" of their mega-salaries 
200/200 0 00/600 wa 220 425) exoress | 775757 us Against Copyright Theft said. are actors Will Smith ($25 
The federation organized the dogs training to million a film), Brad Pitt 
crack down on DVD piracy. Concealed DVDs are ($20 million), and 2006 
often smuggled by criminal networks involved in Academy Awards Best Ac- 
large-scale piracy, the federation said. tress Reese Witherspoon 
It said the dogs had been taught to identify ($15 million) 
DVDsin bores, envelopes and other packaging. But Canadian comedian Jin 
"This is the first time dogs have been used 44, who was the first actor toe 
anywhere in the world to search for counterfeit the $20-million barrier for | 
DVDs and the results were amazing,” said FACT film “The Cable Guy" and v 
director general Raymond Leinster. AP JM Carrey, $25 million. gets the same payout as Hanks} 


bring in the bucks at the box 

merit that pay grade, EW said. 
MTRCB RATING - PG13 

Ir p»; — 
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dfe cc cinemas 


THE DAVINCI CODE 


BUY YOUR TICKETS IN ADVANCE NOW AT GATEWAY CINEPLEX 10 


Children blow 13 yrs old wil oniy be allowed i accompanied by a parent or adit. 
Strong caution due to prolonged scenes of tragedy and devastation. 


“He was the first to pocket a 
lion paycheck, but with ‘Lemoif 
et’ and ‘Fun with Dick and J: 
inching past $100 million 4 
sales), studios may soon star 


ha TIME i 
DGE” UK-made ‘Le 


NEW YORK—LASSIE HAY 
home again. 

The collie of book, film. r| 
‘TV fame, returns to the silvi 
—notto avert catastrophe wif 
gent barking, but to teach 
generation of children abou 
determination and love. 

Light on special effects an 
poignant lessons of lile. th 
made “Lassie” had its US 
Saturday at the Tribeca Film I 
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Retelling 

Tt is a retelling of “Las 

Home,” the 1940 children’s 

E Eric Knight which was the b. 

EVERY BREAT i the 1943" movie ihr 

ea H. Y 1 : 1 launched one of the must 

; successful franchises in shoy 

business, including 11 feat] 

films and a long-running T 

series that now graying Baby 
Boomers grew tp on. 

A poor Yorkshire family 
hard times sell their below] 
who is devoted to young 
wealthy Duke, who wants u 
animal for his granddaughter 

"The bond between boy a 
so strong that Lassie esc 
swims vast distances, climb 
tains and survives human 
along a$00-mile trek home f 
land to reunite with heartbrol 

Elizabeth Taylor, an 11-ve4 
pearing in her second movi 
McDowell, Donald Cip | 
Lanchester, helped make th 
Lassie film resonate with the 
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lanks, $25 


show Hanks 
fee per film 


floundering 


hook by 
sis for 


for cheaper funnymen,” EW said. 

EW reaches the same verdict on the 
$20-million paychecks of Eddie Mur- 
phy, the “Beverly Hills Cop” and “Nutty 
Professor" star whose most recent films 
have flopped. 

Despite his $12-million fee, John 

Travolta "simply doesnt 
bring out fans like he used. 
to,” EW said, and neither 
does the former “Indiana 
Jones” star Harrison Ford, 
now-63, who. commands 
$15 million 

As regards top draw and 
“Top Gun” Tom Cruise, 
whose “Mission Impossible 
3" hits the theaters in the 
United States Friday, he 
has been asking for no pay 
up front and risks his take 
on a share of the ultimate. 
box offce—up to 30 per 
cent of the proceeds, EW 
says. 

With a total $2.5 billion earned by all 
of his films, Cruise could be worth it, 
EW suggested. 

“Ies been a reliably winning gamble 
for the star, who is said to have taken 
home $75 million for ‘Mission Impossi- 
ble 2' and $100 million for War of the 
Worlds.” 

But such pay-outs cut into movie stu- 
dios’ own incomes, EW noted, “making 
itan increasingly less comfortable deal 
for hit-starved studios." ‘AFP 


Peter O'Toole, 73, and Samantha 
Morton are featured in the new Lassie, 
set in Britain in the days leading up to 
World War Il, rather than in rural 
American farm country where the col- 
lies 675 half-hour TV adventures 
were based. | 

"What drew me to doing it was 
reading the original book,” Charles 
Sturridge, who wrote and directed the 
film, said on Friday. "I was aware of 
Lassie vaguely as a child asa black and 
white flickering object in the corner of 
the room. 

"The Lassie that T knew was an 
‘American character based on the TV 

series that lived on a farm and res- 
+ cued people from falling 


| X CHEER 7 down wells.” The Briton, 


e FACTOR tecting 
Èj aisd 


original 
publie: 


perhaps best known for di- 
the TV series, 
“Brideshead Revisited,” said 
he was surprised by the 
book. 


Unexpected 

“What I found was an unexpectedly 
muscular story which 1 felt had inter- 
esting themes in it, a great sense of 
landscape and characters who were 
enjoyable." 

Unlike the original, which was shot 
in California, the new movie is sump- 
tuously filmed in England and Scot- 
land. 

“The new film was made with 8-year- 
old Lassie the ninth, and three other 
non-related collies, whose biggest chal- 
lenge were in scenes swimming across 
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Giuliani for president? No way, docu says 


NEW YORK—WITH RUDY GIULIANI 
considering a run for president in 
2008, a documentary aimed attearing perception of Rudy and the miracle of 
down his Churchillian image since 
Sept. 11 is about to be released. 


Premiering 
month, 
Time” turns a 


next 


"Giuliani 


cri 


cal lens on the for- 
mer mayor's contto- 


versial 
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tacks elevat 


[n 


G4 
GBM a 
GB3 ane 


ATC = 


om 
ence 
uw 


ACC 


tenure 

New York before his Y 

reassuring leadership N.^ 
aftermath. of 


at 


in 


ed his reputation 


"Giuliani Time" is set to run at just one 
“[This film] is a 


New York City theater for two weeks be- 
ginning May 12. But Keating said he 
hopes the reception will heip it make its 
way onto screens around the country. A 
DVD version is set for release next fall. 
Giuliani, who served two terms as 
mayor from 1994 to 2002, is depi 
as a Machiavellian hothead v 
lowed police to trample civil liberties 
—particularly those of blacks, artists 
and welfare recipients—in the name 
of maintaining public order. 
The film suggests Giuliani was 
obsessed with ridding the city of 
“squeegee men"—homeless peo- 
ple who wash windshields and 
demand payment—but cared 
little about reducing poverty or 
creating jobs. 
He is painted as a moral hyp- 
ocrite who threatened to pull public 
nding from a controversial art exhibit. 
the Brooklyn Museum but had no 
ims about parading a mistress be- 
ve the public. 
he film gets its title from the case 
of Abner Louima, a Haitian immigrant 
sodomized with a broomstick by po- 
icc in 1997. A police officer was said 
o have uttered, “It’s Giuliani time” 


corrective to the 


crime reduction in New York, Rudy 
‘and the miracle of 9/11,” director 


Kevin Keating said in an interview. 
M, Made for about $1.5 million, 


FORMER New York 
City Mayor Rudy 


Giuliani " 


during the attack. The claim turned 
outto be false, but the phrase lived on, 
becoming shorthand for the heavy 
hand of the police department during 
Giuliani's tenure. 

Giuliani spokeswoman Sunny Min- 
del defended the former mayor. 

“He is recognized as the mayor who 
led the city from being described as 
ungovernable to being an internation- 
al symbol of urban renaissance,” Min- 
del pointed out. 

Keating hopes his film changes the 
minds of voters who might be inclined 
to support Giuliani for president. 

"Giuliani [is seen] on a white horse, 
the Napoleon in the corner, the hero of 
9/11,” Keating said. “It's the biggest 
delusional lie ever put forward. The 
guy's a demagogue.” 

The film renders a harsh judgment 
of Giuliani through video footage and 
numerous interviews, some with for- 
mer allies of the mayor. 

‘Among the most startling comments 
come from Rudy Crew, a former NYC 
schools chancellor. "There's something 
very deeply pathological about Rudy’s 
humanity” Crew says. “He was barren, 
completely emotionally barren, on the 
issue of race.” Beth Fouhy AP 


So what’s up, 
John? 


either, so I don't know what's going on there. But 
Tm sure if we get the chance to talk about it, he'd 
be completely honest.” 

Nancy was referring to rumors that John is 
currently wooing “PBB” Batch 1 housemate Say 
Alonzo, whom the actor worked with as co-en- 
dorser of Doublemint Gum. 

“Nagulat ako,” was Nancy's reaction to the - 
John-Say rumor. 

Even so, she still didn't think it was the reason. 
that John suddenly had no time for her. “I believe 
coming out of the house was a big adjustment for 
him. Even I don't understand, but they say when. 
you're inside the house you get used to life there. 
Naninibago ka when you come out. The good 
thing about John and [is that, before he went in, 
we had established a really good friendship. 
There was chemistry; there was a lot of kilig.” 

She said she first met John at the office of their 

SOWHAT'S/A2-7 


Ethel Booba: That’s 
unfair 


‘opening number or funny spiels.” When a new 
PM took over, the show became "serious," Ethel 
claimed, "The new PM did not want me to domy 
usual spiels.” 

Ethel renewed her contract with “EC” last Oc- 
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tober. But she started to miss shooting days, and 
deductions were made from her talent fees. That 
was okay, she said. What made her feel uncom- 
fortable was the “serious” format. "That's the rea- 
son it did not click anymore.” 

Ethel and boyfriend Alex Crisano recently fig- 
ured ina very public squabble in Boracay. The in- 
cident was touted as one of the reasons that 
Ethel was no longer fit to host a show. 

The two reconciled shortly after—only to 
breakup again last week after another fight. 

"I was in my dressing room in Punchline, after 
a performance,” Ethel recalled. “He dragged me 
out to the street. I was very embarrassed. I'll nev- 
ertake him back” 

Gossip columns attributed the couple's behav- 
ior and Ethel's sudden weight loss to drug abuse. 

*TI take a drug test anytime,” Ethel said. “Tve 
been losing weight because I'm sick.” Without 
disclosing details, she said she was to undergo an. 
‘operation on her cervix for an ailment diagnosed 
ayear ago. 

Stil, project proposals continue to come 
Ethel way. Ethel is hosting a new noontime 
show on QTY “Pasiklaban ng Bayan.” She also 
has a movie with Viva Films, “Reyna,” to be di- 
rected by Wenn Deramas. 
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Life outside the house 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
LONGER DEBRIEFING. 


-This is what teen housemates 
of the ABS-CBN reality show 
"Pinoy Big Brother" apparently 
need when they leave the now-fa- 
mous house on Mother Ignacia 
Avenue. 

"(It turns out] the experience is 
too much for a kid to handle,” 
PBB director Lauren Dyogi told 
Inoumnen Entertainment. 

(The early evictees’ first press 
conference today has been post- 
poned, in fact, to allow more in- 
tensive counseling sessions.) 

Dyogi admitted that “PBB” is 
taking extra care with the teen 
participants. 

Four have been evicted so 
far—Aldred Gatchalian who * 
chose voluntary eviction; Mikki 
Arceo and Niña Jose, the first two 
to be voted off by viewers; and 
Bam Romana, who was evicted 
forcibly. 

Aldred and Mikki, already out 
of the house at the time of INquin- 
st Entertainment's interview 
with Dyogi, were both coping 
well, according to Dyogi and Dr. 

"Randy Dellosa, resident psychol- 
iogist. 

“Aldred is excited to meet the 
public,” said Dellosa. "He's eager 
to show off his other talents, like 
singing.” 

“Mikki is bored at the hotel 
[where she is staying for counsel- 
ing], waiting for her media inter- 
views and guestings on ASAP" 
and ‘The Buzz" Dyogi said. 

Last Saturday, Aldred and Mik- 
Xi were allowed to go malling. 


Preschoolers, meet 
Mickey & the gang 


MICKEY MOUSE AND HIS GANG RETURNED 
to TV screens everywhere last Saturday on the 
new pre-school series, “Mickey Mouse Club- 
house” on Playhouse Disney Channel! 

"Mickey Mouse Clubhouse" is the first tele- 
vision series starring Mickey in computer gen- 
erated animation. And since it's on Playhouse 

«Disney Channel, "Clubhouse" introduces 

Mickey to a whole new generation of pre- 
schoolers! 

“Clubhouse” is a learning-focused, song- 
ind fun-filled series produced by Walt 

w, Disney Television Animation es- 
pecially for Playhouse Dis- 

SY ney Channel. Itis designed 

to introduce, in a fun and in- 

teractive manner problem 

solving and early mathemat- 

ics — skills—sequencing, 

counting, classifying, sort- 

ing, complex patterns, spatial relations, size 

Fand distance comparisons, addition, subtrac- 

3 tion, weights and balances, ete. 


All present 

Minnie, Goofy, Donald, Pluto and Daisy 
join Mickey in this vibrant new interactive se- 
ries that invites young viewers to help solve 
challenges and overcome obstacles. 

Each engaging story features a different 
theme and offers cognitive, social and cre- 
ative-learning opportunities through a dy- 
namic, play-along experience. Interactivity is 
key from start to finish. 

Mickey speaks directly to preschoolers, 
asking questions and encouraging them to 

play games, participate in special phrases or 
“cheers, and solve puzzles to reach a goal, 

Each episode kicks off with Mickey inviting 
viewers to join him in calling out the "magic" 
phrase, “Meeska, Mooska, Mickey Mouse!” 
‘With that, the fantastic, mouse-shaped struc- 
ture that serves as the series’ shape-shifting 
home base appears. 

‘Then Mickey introduces the theme of the 
day by leading the audience to the Picture 
Puzzle or the Silly Switch. It’s at this point in 
the show that something unexpected hap- 

ens, which serves as the catalyst for the. day's 

'urney. 


Fun recap 

After successfully completing the day's ad- 
venture, Mickey and friends return to the 
Clubhouse where Mickey recaps the day's fun 
activities and lessons learned through the cel- 
ebratory "Hot Dog!” song. 

Mickey turns to the audience and, with a 
wave and a wink, he promises, "Se ya real 
soon!” 

The theme song and the “Hot Dog!” song 
‘are written and performed by Grammy 
{ Award-winning alternative rock band. They 

Might Be Giants. 


"Fans approached them for snap- 
shots,” Dellosa reported. “They 
enjoyed feeling like stars. OF 
course, Aldred had more fans be- 
cause, on the show, Mikki had 
looked aloof.” 

‘The director agreed that the 
kids would need more than one 
session with Dellosa. “We will 
provide them with as many ses- 
sions as they need.” 

Instead of sending him home 
to Pasay City upon exit, Aldred 
was booked in a Quezon City ho- 
tel. Dyogi explained it was “to 
shield the boy from too much at- 
tention from relatives, neighbors 
and the media.” 

Mikki and Aldred have been 
billeted in different hotels and 
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VOLUNTEER evictee Aldred Gatchalian with Dr. Randy Dellosa 


deal with teenagers.” 


rent] opportunities.” 


TOYM AWARDEE CESARE AX. SYJUCO—ON 
the second leg of a promotional tour for his 15- 
track poetry album to be released later this 
rmonth—rerums to Penguin Cafe Gallery in Malate 
for a multimedia event, “Home Is The Under- 
ground.” 

Te will be a sentimental reunion 
for the arises past collab- 
orators, supporters and 
friends, who will join bim in 
an evening of music, poem 
and other live performances / 
for the first time in over a 
decade. 

‘Among Cesare guests on Tuesday, May 9 at 8 
pm. willbe his five children, who once comprised 
the rock band Faust. 

‘Cesare will perform three poems from his forth- 
coming CD, “A Sudden Rush of Genius.” 

“We've always wanted to perform with our 
Dad, but he's always preferred to work alone,” 
says 20-year-old poet Maxine Syjuco, Cesares 
youngest daughter who was Faust prodigious 
‘drummer at age 11. “This is going to be a precious. 
moment for us all... something that will probably 
never happen a 


Dave at Suburbia 

Dave performs on May 12 and 19, 8 pm, at 
Suburbia bar and restaurant, on Adriatico St, 
Malate, Manila. 

He recently released a remake of "What Makes 
You Stay" from the '90s breakthrough singer 
Deana Carter: Dave's CD-Lite album of the same ti- 
tie is now available in record bars. Call 0915- 
9079998. 


Today 
Blue Jean Junkie at Tavern on the Square, 
Greenbelt 3 


May 10 

“Tipa... Masters of Guitars: Nyoy Volante" at 
Teatrino Promenade, Greenhills, San Juan 

Kand The Boxers at Klownz Araneta 

Sitti at Tavern on the Square, Greenbelt 3 


May I 

‘The CompanY at Hard Rock Café 

“Tipa... Masters of Guitars: Nyoy Volante” at 
Teatrino Promenade, Greenhills, San Juan 


May 12 

Bituin Escalante ín her frst major concert 
at Onstage, Greenbelt 1 

‘Hotdog with Members and Butterflies 
at Suburbia Malate 

"Tipa... Masters of Guitars: Nyoy 
Volante” at Teatrino Promenade, Green- 
hills, San Juan 

Hale at Ratsky Malate 

‘True Faith at Ratsky Morato 

Kim Flores at Del Rio Resort in 
Marbel City 

K and The Boxers at Ratsky 
Tomas Morato 

Dave at Suburbia 


May 13 

Bituin Escalante in her first 
major concert at Onstage, 
Greenbelt 1 

The CompanY at Hyatt Re- 
gency Manila's Calesa Bar 

Side A at Starmall La Piñas 

"Tipa.. Masters of Guitars: © 
Nyoy Volante” at Teatrino Prome- 
nade, Greenhills, San Juan 

Winston In Concert featuring 
Bamboo and Sugarfree at Coco- 


are being given separate counsel- 
ing sessions. "We felt it was better 
for them,” Dyogi said: “We're not 
used to this; it's our first time to 


Dellosa asserted that the coun- 
seling sessions were opportunities 
to deal with all sorts of issues. 
“First, they need to resolve any 
unfinished business. Second, they 
need to be taught how to explain 
themselves in public, in press con- 
ferences for example. We want to 
make sure they won't be misinter- 
preted. Also, they have to realize 
that they may not last in show biz, 
so they have to maximize [cur- 


Unfortunately, "striking while 
the iron is hot” had prevented 


Faust reunites for ‘Homecoming’ 


*PBB' director 
and counselor 
say the teen 
housemates need 
longer debriefing 


some evictees from the previous 
“PBB” editions to seek his help, 
Dellosa recounted. “All of them 
are required, according to the 
rules, to undergo at least one de- 
briefing session. I personally feel 
they need at least four, but some 
of them became too busy. They 
got overwhelmed by show biz 
projects and assignments. There's 
the danger of frustration when 
the excitement over them dies 
down.” 

‘So is there life after eviction for 
the teen housemates? 

“They are considered flashes in 
the pan until they prove them- 
selves,” Dellosa said. “Some stars 
already have looks and talent, 
and still they don't last. The teen 
housemates should be prepared 
for that.” 

He said the “PBB” teens seem 
determined to make a name for 
themselves in the biz for financial 
reasons. "For them, it's the easiest 
way to earn big bucks. It's a re- 
flection of the values and difficul- 
ties of our times.” 


‘Australia this year. 


“overloading units,” 
earlier than her peers. 

Upon graduation, si 
plans go full-time in 
her business venture, 
Private Joyce lingerie 
and skincare. 


Not so happy 

“Tm so busy with 
think about it" was 
paoco could say when 
es she filed against Qu 
dez. 


an alteration in a 
Makati restaurant last 
year. 


Megastar Sharon 


Francis Pangilinan cel 


H 
Thailand. Little 
Frankie and Miel wer 
them. So was that a 
moon? 


Howit happened 


with daughter Liezl 


wasnt in the lineup; 


off. 


CESARE Syjuco 
(inset) and the 
Faust band 


mangas Oyster Bar in Boracay 

True Faith at Ratsky Malate 

Kim Flores at South Koronadal Gym in Mar- 
bel City 

Kand The Boxers at Ratsky Malate 
May 16 

Kand The Boxers at Zirkoh Greenhills 


May 17 
Kand The Boxers at Klownz Araneta 


ANNABELLE Rama 


SHARON Cuneta (inset) with husband 
Sen. Kiko Pangilinan in Dubai 


JOYCE JIMENEZ IS GRADUAT- 
ing from her business course in 


She worked double time, 


work that 1 don't even 
businesswoman Happy Ong- 
about the dismissal of the cas- 
City councilor Aiko Melen- 


The two women had 


É 
Nthhoneymoon S. 


Cuneta and husband Sen. 


their 10th wedding anniver- 
sary last month with a trip to 

i, Vietnam and Bangkok, 
daughters 


Remember this? "Star Talk" 
staffers had been trying to con- 
tact Amalia Fuentes—who was 
in the middle of a word war 


lang—for the longest time. 


Suddenly, she turned up ata Rama just might give E 
Sessio brands hee go e nir COANA ak 


own questionnaire. She. 


that’s why she was cut ; 


to finish 


he 


all 
asked 


ezon 


Á 


JOYCE Jimenez 


lebrated 


re with 
honey- 


Fuentes 


Sumi- Contender 


Give her a year. Annabelle 


dorsers Sharon Cuneta and 
y Kris Aquino some very 
RUSHES! stiff competition. 
B i Annabelle, again fea- 
y e tured with her twins 
Richard and Raymond 
in the latest Advil ad, is 
wickedly wacky. 


Costly package 

‘The boat carrying Viva Hot 
Babe Jaycee Parker and her 
boyfriend actor Danilo Barrios 
capsized on the way to the 
Floating Bar on Boracay island 
last week. 

Parker threatened to file 
charges against the resto own- 
er (the boat ride was part ofthe 
treat). "See you in court,” she 
said. 

We wonder how much she 
paid for the package? 


Sitti at Tavern on the Square, Greenbelt 3 


May 18 
‘The CompanY at Hard Rock Café 


May 19 
‘Troy Montero at.  Ratsky Malate 
Kand The Boxers at Ratsky Tomas Morato 
Dave at Suburbia 


May 20 "wich Bullet (son 
r : let (son of former c 
‘Winston In Concert featuring Parokya ni man Romeo Jalosjos).” 


Edgar and Tarcisius at Cocomangas Oyster Bar 
n Boracay 
‘Kim Flores at the La Salle Gym in Bacolod 
Kand The Boxers at Ratsky Malate 


May 21 
‘Ara Mina at Ratsky Morato 
Join the Club at Robinson's Place 
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and me.” 


How are you and Bullet now? 
Idon’t know how he is. Basically, 


we broke up because he ha 


time understanding my work. It’s 


May 26 ironic that he's now with 
Silver: The Songs of 
Vehnee Saumo at the 
Araneta Coliseum with 
Jay-R, Rachelle Ann 
Go Mark Bautista Ju. "qm 
ris Fernandez and guests 
Ella Mae Saison, The 
CompanY and Martin Niev- 
era 
K and The Boxers at Ratsky 
‘Tomas Morato 
Hotdog at Suburbia Malate 


But want him to be happy. 


bump into him, I'm complet 
pared to say hello. 


tohave turned around? 


Not really. [had just gotten out of 
a bad breakup when John started 


talent manager, Arnold Vegafria, in 
January— "right after 1 broke up 


Nancy recalled: "I guess John 
saw how upset 1 was. He started 
calling and sending me text mes- 
sages. Actually all of Amold's tal- 
ents—who are like my brothers and 
sisters—did the same, There was 
just a special spark between John 


Halili, who's also in show business. 


Could you be friends with him 
Tm totally at peace about our 


breakup, though we're not speaking 
right now. If I were to see him or 


Do you feel bad that John seems 


So what’s up, John? 


courting me. stil need time to heal 
and leam to love myself again. I 
think this is just the perfect time. 
ongresS- Your critics say you change 
boyfriends way too often. 

Mabilis ba? 1 guess Tm just luck 
1 break up with a boyftiend, and 
someone's there. This happened for 
three years straight, so after this lat- 
estone, need time for myself. 


What do you look for in a guy? 

Humor and sensitivity [but] he 
still has to be a man's man. | also 
"want someone who is respectful 
dahani and trustworthy. 
Would you now prefer a 
boyfriend from show biz, some- 
one who understands your 
work? 

‘Maybe. 1 don't want to be partic- 
ular about who Pd go out with the 
next. Til just love whoever God 
sends to me. 


Katrina 


Speaking of work, how's your ca- 
reer going? 

Everything is going perfectly in 
terms of pacing. 1 just signed for 
two new endorsements and Tve 
been doing a lot of magazine work. 
1 hope to do more. 1 also miss regu- 
Jar TV work. 


xely pre- 


WITH Basil Valdez, Freestyle and Side A bands in Tavern on the Square 
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The Godfather 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


RBAN LEGEND NO. 1: A TALENT 


Show biz bigwig 


RBAN LEGEND NO. P & Tune Wyngard Tracy used to 


ing how her mentor/tormentor Wyn- 


gant Tracy once tore a singers gown to D aworkhorse called 


shreds—while she was wearing it 


Urban legend No. 2: Side A, then a neo- ‘production assistant — 


phyte band, was five minutes late for a 3 


o'clock meeting with Tracy. He asked them just like Noli de Castro, 


‘come back at 3 o'clock the next day. 


Holy terror is the image formed here, but a 
different portrait of Tracy i ^ Charo Santos and 


painted -by- other col- 
leagues. > 

Urban legend No. 3: Ar- YESTERDAY 
nell Ignacio was panicking . 
because the plane was 
delayed and he would be 
late for a show in Taiwan. Throughout the or- 
deal, Tracy, Ignacio's manager at the time, 
never let on that he himself had lost his pass- 
port at the airport (it was found the next 
day). 

Urban legend No. 4: Vilma Santos wanted 
to give an honorarium to one of Tracy's tal- 
ents after a show. With dispatch, Tracy 
phoned up the Star for All Seasons and 
warned her that their friendship would end if 
she insisted. 


Take it from Tracy 

Friends are currently waxing nostalgic be- 
cause Tracy officially retired last November 
after three decades in the biz. 

‘To separate fact from fiction, it’s best to 
take it from him. 

He isn’t inclined to romanticize or sanitize 
his story. "Some say I'm a tyrant; others say 
Tm generous. 1 just do what I have to do. I've 
helped people because a lot of people helped 
me in the past.” 

Paying it forward, is how he explains it. "les 
nota conscious effort. IfI could, l'd help even 
atotal stranger.” 

‘Two beneficiaries of Tracy's tutelage are 
managers Shirley Kuan and Veana Fores. 

“He taught me the ropes of talent manag- 
ing," Fores remembers. 

“| had just arrived from Los Angeles and 
didn't know anybody in Manila. Wyngard 
shared with me everything he knew about lo- 
cal show business,” Kuan recalled. "He's The 
Godfather of talent managers.” 

‘The Godfather points to his own mentors, a 
veritable Who's Who in local entertainment 


ever grateful to them,” he says. 

Cabalfin signed 17-year-old Tracy, who 
was also a ramp model, as deejay for 
dwkW in 1974. Deejaying led to radio and 
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Wilma Galvante ... 


TV production. 
"] started as a PA (production assistant)" 


. Tracy recalls. “I made coffee, spliced tapes 


and mimeographed scripts. Among my con- 
temporaries was Noli de Castro.” 

De Castro, who later became a news an- 
chor, is now vice president of the Philippines, 
of course. 

“My fellow PAs have become industry 
movers and shakers—Charo Santos-Concio, 
Cory Vidanes and Chit Guerrero of ABS-CBN, 
for example, and Wilma Galvante of GMA 7,” 
Tracy says. 

He trained under the “most demanding di- 
rectors in town"—Kitchie, Mitos Villareal, 
Fritz Ynfante, Freddie Cochran and Johnny 
Manahan. 

Production work prepared him well for his 
later incarnation as talent manager, Tracy 
notes. 

In 1977, Del Rosario hired him at Vicor, 
where he worked as road manager for bal- 
ladeer Basil Valdez. 

‘To this day Tracy counts Valdez as his most. 
Joyal talent—and friend. 

Valdez himself says, “Wyngard never 
walked in front or behind me, we always 
walked side by side." 
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PARTY boy, with Luis Potenciano, husband of 
beauty queen Lampel Luis. 


IN the early ‘80s, with Pabs Dadivas, Johnny Manahan, Basil and George Dadivas 


The foremost singers most outstanding 
memory is of Tracy waiting in the wings at the 
Carnegie Hall. “He looked intimidating. Tall, 
long hair in a ponytail—and he was wearing 
shorts though it was winter in New York!" 

‘Another former talent, Jaya, recounts how 
"Tracy would sing all the songs of Valdez and 
the Side A band backstage. "He has memo- 
rized all the lyrics! Even the parts of the back- 
up vocalists!” 


More tales 

In Beverly Hills, he treated the Freestyle 
band to a shopping spree. In New York, dur- 
ing Side As first tour, he took the boys to a 
restaurant called Metro Manila. 

"It was like Bulacan in the middle of Man- 
hattan,” remembered Bernie Severino, Side A 
drummer. 

"Tracy is the first to admit that his "manage- 
ment style” is “dictatorial.” 

“If you decide to be my talent,” he says, 
“you should surrender all decision-making to 
me. Ifyou insist on deciding for yourself, then 
you should manage yourself.” 

"That was precisely the question posed to 
Diamond Star Maricel Soriano by friends 
when the idea of being managed by Tracy was 
hatched in 2002. 

“We discuss, but most of the time his deci- 
sion prevails," Soriano admits. "Thar's the 
way it works. It’s very clear between us. Inthe 
end, its his decision, not mine." 

Soriano and Tracy go a long way back. 
They first met in the mid-1970s, on the set of 
"Kaluskos Musmos,” where Soriano was one 
of the child stars. 

‘She was still in pigtails and her constant 
companion washer grandmother," Tracy rem- 
inisces. 

“Wyngard was good friends with Tita 
Kitchie and Mr. M (Manahan)," Soriano also 
looks back. “They were all tall, like giants. Be- 
side them [looked like a surot (bed bug).” 

Theirs is a relationship tested by time, says 
Soriano, one that will remain strong even if 
Tracy follows through on a plan to relocate to 


"WE WALK side by side,” says Basil. 


faraway Soto Grande, Spain. 

"He's my archangel, my gladiator,” Soriano 
enthuses. “It's like a father-daughter relation- 
ship. So even if he's abroad, 1 know I can al- 
‘ways call him if I need to consult anything." 


Secret language 

With his closest friends and talents, neither 
time nor distance isa barrier. 

Quips Pilita Corrales, Asia's Queen of Song 
and one of the Vicor stars Tracy handled in the 
1970s: “Even if we don't see each for a long 
time, we can always pick up the kuwentuhan 
(conversation) where we left off." 

‘Tracy relates that he has developed a spe- 
cial secret language with Valdez, Corrales and 
his other talents. 

"AIL 1 need to do is put my hand on my 
mouth to tell Basil to smile if he's b 
reticent and shy,” he explains. "Or I 
pat a chair beside me, to tell Pilita to sit 
down if she's being too hyper at a party. 1 
don't care if you're the Diamond Star or 
Asia's Queen of Song; 1 will tell you what I 
think.” 

That's trademark Tracy. 
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By Michelle V. Remo | 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
spent P279.364 billion in the first 
quarter of the year to service its 
debts—64 percent higher than 
what it originally planned under 
the2006fiscalprogram. , 

‘The government was supposed t9 allocate 
only P170.218 billion for debt servicing dur- 
ing the three-month period. This included 
payment of principal obligations, as well as 
Joan interest. 

But according to the Bureau of the Trea- 
sury, the government's healthy cash position 
has allowed it to pay some more of its debts, 
including those that are still set to mature. 

Data from the BTr and the Department of 
Finance showed that for interest payments 
alone, the government spent P103.822 billion 
in the first quarter, which was 8 percent over 
the programmed P96.017 billion. 

Of the amount spent for interest payments, 
59.680 billion was used to service domestic 
obligations, while the remaining P44.142 bil- 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


US INVESTMENT BANK JP MORGAN HAS 
given the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas a posi- 
tive mark in its management of strong foreign 
inflows, which otherwise could result in ex- 
cess domestic liquidity and aggravate infla- 
tionary pressures. 

In a commentary dated April 25, JP Mor- 
gan economist Yen Ping Ho said the Philip- 
pines—along with India and Thailand—were 
“sterilizing effectively amid persistent foreign 
asset growth.” 

Sterilization is measured as the change in 
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Gov't seeks $310-M 
loan from World Bank 


For health, education projects 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT IS SEEKING 
$310 million worth of fresh program loans 
from the World Bank to fund priority inter- 
vention efforts for health and education. 

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas’ policy- 
making Monetary Board gave the national 
government the green light to negotiate for 
two new official development assistance facil- 
ities: $110 million for health reforms and 
$200 million for basic education support. 

“The MB approved the loans in principle. 
Based on RA (Republic Act) 8182, these 
should be official development assistance,” 
BSP Officer-in-Charge Diwa Guinigundo told 
reporters after the board meeting on Friday. 

He said the two program loans were among 
the ODA loans prioritized by the inter-agency 
Development Budget Coordination Commit- 
tee during a meeting last April 4. 

"The $200-million loan should cover a “na- 
tional program support for basic education,” 
with the Department of Education as the im- 
plementing agency. 

“It wil improve the capacity and effectiveness 
of DepB’s coherent package of reforms to ad- 
dress the issues of equity poverty and governance 
in financing basic education,” Guinigundo sad. 

He said the $110-million loan for the 
health sector should be administered by the 
Department of Health. 

"It will supporta sustainable program for the 


Q1 debt service bill ... 


lion was allocated for foreign liabilities. 

‘To pay for its principal debts, the govem- 
ment spent P175.542 billion during the Jan- 
uary-to-March period—more than twice the 
programmed P74.201 billion. 

Of the amount spent to pay principal debts, 
P157.382 billion went to domestic obliga- 
tions, while only P18.16 billion was allotted 
to pay off foreign liabilities. 

Interest payments, one of the items includ- 
ed in the annual national budget, accounted 
for about third of the total budget for a year. 
These are paid in part using internal revenues 
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effective targeting of the indigent,” he said. 

Government sources said the WB was also 
keen on providing the country a $450-million 
"fiscal strengthening” program loan this year. 

With the upbeat mood on the Philippines’ 
fiscal consolidation efforts, the WB is now 
very much willing to extend large-scale pro- 
gram lending to the country. 

‘The World Bank has allotted up to $1.8 billion. 
in fresh lending to the Philippines from this year. 
10 2008, which is premised on "substantial" and 
“sustained” government fiscal reforms. 

Official documents on the country assistance 
strategy mapped out by the WB for the three- 
year 2006-2008 period stated: "The scale of 
lending will be determined by progress on fiscal 
reforms, reflecting the overarching importance. 
of fiscal adjustment in the short-term and the 
need to mitigate and manage risks.” 

‘The WB's strategy for the three-year period 
was still based on the medium-term Philip- 
pine development plan and had two main 
goals: economic growth and social inclusion, 
It identifies two important levers for pursuing 
these goals: achieving fiscal stability and im- 
proving governance. 

The WB's support would cover three levels 
of engagement—national, local and the pri- 
vate sector. At the national level, the WB said 
its priority would be to improve governance 
and financing within the existing budget and 
would thus require improving in-country sys- 
tems and processes. 
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and duties collected by the government. Prin- 
cipal debts, on the other hand, are paid main- 
ly by proceeds from borrowings. 

In January the government sold some $2.2 
billion worth of dollar- and euro-denominat- 
ed bonds. The amount, which is more than 
half of the $4-billion foreign borrowing pro- 
gram for 2006, were allocated to pay off gov- 
ernment debts and help plug the expected 
budget deficit for the year. 

‘The national government has close to P4 
trillion worth of debts accumulated over the 
years due to its annual deficits. 
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marketing success 

Recognize and hone the competitive advantage of 
your companies and brands 

Rationalize your target markets with sharp clarity 
Create and maintain a strong brand presence in 
your chosen market segments 

Position your brands more wisely 

Croft high impact promotion and advertising 
srotegies 

Forge efficient marketing channels 

Price your products more advantageously 


Explain he importance of el dclosue in forming relationships ond assess 
your wlingness to disclose the sell 
{ently lechriques lo make communication clear in order lo reduce 
misunderstanding 
Interpret communication signals and behavior pattems more accurately 
Explain ond demansiate he stepsin stening wiih empathy 
Practice how lo ask the right questions, eicit dested responses, catly, 
respond appropdately and conim agreements 
Respond to emotional conversations wit composure and develop sills in 
managing feelngsin such stuations 
Identify your own communication slve and recognize the rewards ond ks 
‘of using such style wit olneis 
Demonstrate ways of adapting your own siyle lo make your reiotionstips 
productive 

« — Develop a plan on how lo confine using the skiis you have leamed 


Understand others, and make yourself understood. 


This progrom is for managers, supervisors. receptionis, staff members, hel desk 
Periennel call center employees, and those who interact wilh diferent types of 
Beople, Ins program wil oo benelt expatriates, directors, vice-prexidenis, 
‘General managers, couniry managers, and company presidents. 


Arm yourself with complete information to avoid 
unpleasant surprises 

Go to the negotiation table prepared for the 
unexpected 

Give and take concessions without losing ground 
Discover the fools that increase your power as a 
negotiator 

Manage the situation when negotiating as a team 
Use negotiations as a means by which to develop 
lasting relationships with your counterpart 

Detect hidden pressures and be able to protect yourself 
against them 


Everything you need short of a masters degree. Never get shortchanged ag 


This program is for sales and marketing executives, sales and 
marketing supervisors, administrative officers, purchasing officers, 
account executives, account officers, business development 
Officers, collection officers, account managers. product managers, 
‘Gnd sales managers who want fo develop their negotiating skils. 


This program is tailor fit for sales directors, product and 
brand managers, business development officers, or 
even top executives who want to enhance their 
strategic marketing skills. 


ea Jensen 


[SHARPER SKILLS ASTER RESULTS. 
Call us if 


For inquirles and reservations call ge 


Aris, Caroline, Diane, or Tessa. at 892-7559, 894-0445, ~ 
or 892-7041 or visit www.guthrie-Jensen.com 


ea 


7/F Gloss Tower Bidg., Carlos Palanca Jr. St. Legaspi Vill., Makati City 


people 


MONDAY, MAY 8, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


~~ BUSINESS... 


Death by dissipation 


‘THE PRIVATE MAJORITY SHAREHOLDERS 
of Philcomsat Holdings Corp. have asked 
Malacafiang to agree to dissolve the listed 
company to prevent further dissipation of the 
assets by Mike Arroyo's relatives. 

‘The proposal was sent to Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita after the PHC manage- 
ment walked out of the May 4 shareholders’ 
meeting they themselves had called. | 

The 90-year-old president of PHC, Mike Ar- 
royo's uncle Manuel Nieto Jr, gave credence to 
the claim of founding shareholder Juan Ponce 
Enrile that Nieto is suffering from Alzheimer's 
disease after Nieto reported as usual to his of- 
fice Thursday morning, unaware that he was 
supposed to be at the Manila Golf Club to pre- 
side over the stockholders’ meeting. 

“He most often sick and he cannot attend any 
meeting,” was how PHC vice president Philip 
Brodett described Nieto to reporters. 

Even the PHC chair, Mike Arroyo's cousin 
Benito Araneta, and the corporate secretary, 
Roberto San Jose, were absent from the 
shareholders’ meeting. 

‘This left Brodett, and another director-lawyes, 
Luis Lokin J, recently suspended by the Supreme 
Court, to orchestrate the tumultuous proceedings. 

‘The fiery Ponce Enrile erupted after 
Brodett gave the senator—who wanted to 
know how much of the company's money is 
still left and the identity of custodian 
banks—not only a brush-off, but also walked 
out on him and the meeting altogether. 

Even board director Enrique "Henry" Loc- 
sin could not answer the question, despite be- 
ing a Malacafiang/Good Government nomi- 
nee. Locsin's first cousin, Roberto Abad, also 
sits on the PHC board. 

‘According to previous talks with Lokin, PHC 
had about P1.2 billion in cash when Araneta 
was appointed by then President Estrada. 

The cash thereafter dwindled by P390 
million after the Araneta board “lent” 
the amount to an Araneta cousin, Anto- 
nio Araneta, who subsequently declared 
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his incapacity to repay the loan. 

Lokin had admitted that the bulk of the money, 
which had dwindled to about P800 milion, had at 
one point been deposited in Bankwise, despite the 
thrift banks reported financial problems. 

Incidentally, Brodett was seen meeting 
with PCGG Chair Camilo Sabio, Commission- 
er Ricardo Abcede, Mike Arroyo's lawyer Je- 
sus Santos and another unidentified individu- 
alat the Peninsula Tabac Room Friday night. 

‘Along with the Malacafiang nominees, the 
PHC shareholders have scheduled a make-or- 
break meeting tomorrow amid the expiry of 
PHC corporate life on May 10. Before the 
backdoor entry of the sequestered Philcomsat 
Group, PHC was known as Liberty Mines. 


ank parachutes 
INTERNATIONAL Exchange Bank president 
Ramon Sy reported a total of 14 million iBank 
shares under his name as of end-2005. 

By end-March, Sy's holdings went down to 
only 10.8 million, with no disclosure filed so far 
as to where the 3.2 million shares had gone. 


With Union Bank offering to acquire all 
iBank shares at P42.50 per—almost 2.25 
times the end-2005 book value of P18.92 a 
share—the 3.2-million Sy shares unaccount- 
ed for are worth P136 million in all. 

‘According to the grapevine, Sy holds the 
shares of the other senior bank officials as 
part of the compensation package Sy had ne- 
gotiated for their group as industrial partners 
when the bank opened in 1995. 

One trail of the 3.2-million share mystery 
could lead to executive vice president Nilo 
Pacheco who showed up, for the first time, in 
the first quarter 2006 shareholders list as the 
beneficial owner of 1.5 million shares. 

Despite his reduced shareholdings, Sy can still 
‘manage to flash his trademark laugh even all the 
way to Union Banks new Ortigas headquarters 
should the nattly dressed banker decide to cash 
out, with his pile now worth P459 million. 


Derailed complaint 
AFTER filing a civil complaint to annul the 
Northrail contracts, UP Professor Herminio 
Harry Roque Jr flew to the United States with- 
out a by-your-leave, leaving an exasperated 
judge to indefinitely suspend the hearings 
‘The principal plaintiff's absence was all the more. 
aggravated after his 
lawyer during late 
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ONE OF THE BASIC CONCEPTS IN ECO- 
nomic development is the vicious cycle of 
poverty, or the poverty trap that keeps many 
nations in the grip of poverty seemingly indef- 
initely. Poverty or low incomes lead to low 
level of savings, low savings lead to low in- 
vestments, low investments lead to low pro- 
ductivity, and low productivity leads right 
back to low incomes and poverty. 

"The way out of the predicament would be 
to break out of the cycle through any of the 
distinct links. We can try to get people to save 
more, for instance, especially given the glar- 
ingly low saving rate of Filipinos (well below 
20 percent of GDP) compared to our neigh- 
bors (from 25-35 percent). With more sav- 
ings, more investments can be funded, lead- 
ing to greater productivity and ultimately 
higher incomes. Or we can attract foreign sav- 
ings instead by drawing in large amounts of 
foreign investments to spur increased produc- 
tivity. Still another way out would be to ad- 
dress productivity directly, by paying atten- 
tion to firm-level productivity bottlenecks. Of 
course, all links in the chain can be addressed 
simultaneously. 


Paying peanuts 

On closer analysis, one finds that much of 
our development challenges can be traced to 
vicious cycles of various kinds in various set- 
tings. One of the more prominent ones is what 
Td call the vicious cycle of weak governance. It 
is well known that among the most serious ob- 
stacles to Philippine development has been the 
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inadequate quantity and quality of govern- 
ment services, often marked by lack of integri- 
ty professionalism and dedication, and in too 
many cases, by graft and corruption. 

Why is the quality of public governance so 
weak in the Philippines? It doesn't take an 
economist to see that this traces for the most 
part to low salaries in the public sector. As the 
saying goes, if you pay peanuts, you'll attract 
monkeys. (In direct contrast, Singapore, 
‘which rates highly in international measures 
of quality of public governance, pays its pub- 
lie servants rather generously) With the rela- 
tively low official compensation package in 
our own public sector, we are led to an “ad- 
verse selection” problem in the way govern- 
ment positions are filled up. In the same way 
that high-risk individuals are more likely to 
buy insurance policies, government positions, 
whether elective or appointive, tend to attract 
more of the “high-risk” individuals as 
well—in this case, those who have a propensi- 
ty for corruption. 


Weak finances. 

To be fair, there are a good number who 
join and stay in government in spite of the 
sacrificial nature of its (official) compensa- 
tion, out of a sense of mission and idealism. 
But given a choice, a competent and honest 
job seeker will probably opt for the private 
sector, where the pay tends to be more in 
keeping with her capabilities 

‘Why are public salaries in the Philippines 
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so low? With the perennial lack of public rev- 
enues to support necessary government ex- 
penditures, salaries of Filipino public officials 
and civil servants cannot keep up with com- 
pensation structures in the private sector, 
much less with public sector salaries in our 
neighboring countries. 


Full circle 

Why have government revenues been 
perennially inadequate? It can't be for lack of 
taxes. Rates of taxation in the Philippines are 
no lower than those of our neighbors, but tax 
compliance and enforcement are. And why 
are tax compliance and enforcement so poor? 
‘Tax compliance will be poor where taxpayers 
feel they are not getting their tax money's 
worth in government services, and where 
there is a wide perception that their taxes are 
being misused. Meanwhile, where the 
salaries of revenue officials and employees 
are low, honest and dedicated tax officials will 
be hard to find. Arid so we are led back to lack 
of competence, dedication and integrity on 
the part of public officials and civil ser- 
vants—and we turn full circle. 

Our bigger tragedy is that many have come 
to condone these faults in government, ratio- 
nalizing them on the basis of low public com- 
pensation. Similarly, tax evasion is not seen as 
a major sin inasmuch as taxpayers are not get- 
ting their money’s worth from the govern- 
ment anyway. And the vicious cycle only gets 
further reinforced. 


Breaking out 

How does one break out of this vicious cy- 
cle? One might call for a dramatic upgrading 
of public salaries, but in the immediate 
term, this would amount to rewarding the 
misfits and the corrupt along with the truly 
deserving. A more basic question is where to 
get the money to even make this possible, es- 
pecially when the payoff in terms of im- 
proved governance and increased govern- 
ment revenues will not come overnight. Im- 
proving public governance will necessarily 
be a long and painful process, which should 
include raising government salaries, but al- 
so requires eliminating or reassigning ex- 
cess manpower in overstaffed agencies, and 
certainly purging the public sector of misfits 
and bad eggs. The current change manage- 
‘ment process put in motion in government 
offices by EO 366 is an attempt to accom- 
plish this, but given government's past track 
record in reorganization and streamlining, 
skepticism is high that the exercise will lead 
anywhere. 

‘The good thing about vicious cycles is that 
they can turn into self reinforcing virtuous cy- 
cles once one manages to break out of the 
trap. The hardest part is finding where and 
how to break out of it. 

Comments welcome at chabito@ateneo. edu 
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Equity Ventures 


NOTICE TO ALL STOCKHOLDERS 


Aboitiz Equity Ventures, Inc. (AEV) would like to invite all stockhold- 
ers who have not been receiving their stock and/or cash dividends to 
update their records with the Stock & Transfer Department of Union- 
Bank of the Philippines, AEV's stock transfer agent and registrar. 


Please furnish our Stock Transfer agent with your latest address, tax- 
payer identification number and contact details. 


You may write, call or email: 


Stock & Transfer Department . 
UnionBank Plaza 
23/F Meralco Avenue 
Corner Onyx Street, 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
Trunklines: 

Fax No. (63-2) 638-0234 
stocktransfer@unionbankph.com 


(63-2) 638-0325 / 638-0299 


OR 


Investor Relations Department 
Aboitiz Equity Ventures, Inc. 
Gov. Manuel A. Cuenco Avenue 
Kasambagan, Cebu City 
Tel. No. (63-32) 231-1874 
Fax No. (63-32) 231-4031 


aev@aboitiz.com 


From page BI 


the overbought state 
of most of the listed 
issues.” 

AB Capital Securi- 
ties also believes that 
trade "is gaining on 
the back of improv- 
ing sentiments on the 
Philippine equities 
market.” 

Last week, the 
benchmark index 
posted a phenomenal 
rise of 8.8 percent or 
200 points to close at 
2470, is highest 
since July 1999, fu- 
eled by prospects of 
better first quarter 
economic outlook, 
good bank earnings, 
and the Bangko Sen- 
tral's decision to hold 
key interest rates 
steady. 

Inflation rate, or 
the year-on-year 
growth in consumer 
prices, slowed to 7.1 
percent in April from 

. 7.6 percent in March 
as the increase in 
prices of food and 
other items was tem- 
pered: 

What also propped 

up investor senti- 
ment was the expec- 
tation that the econo- 
my, as gauged by the 
gross domestic prod- 
uct, would grow by 
more than 5.5 per- 
cent in the first quar- 
ter of the year be- 
cause of improved 
performance of the 
agriculture sector. 
“The strong mo- 

mentum will likely 
carry the market 
above the target 
2,500 level early next 
‘week. However, hav- 
ing gone up already 
by 17.8 percent year 
to date, we should 
see the marker shed 
off some excesses 
soon," AB Capital Se- 
curities wrote. Eliza- 
beth L. Sanchez 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE BOARD OF INVESTMENTS HAS AP- 
proved the granting of tax perks to telecom- 
munications giant Globe Telecom Inc. for its 
foray into the third-generation cellular mo- 
bile phone business with an outlay of P5.48 
billion. 

‘Trade Undersecretary Elmer C. Hernandez 
said Globe's project was given a 
tus based on the huge amount involved. 

Hernandez, who is also BO! managing head, 
said that under this new registration, Globe was 
classified as a new operator of infrastructure 
and telecommunications facilities. 

The company is qualified for a six-year tax 
holiday, duty-free importation of capital 
goods and other fiscal and non-fiscal incen- 
tives. 

BOI data show that Globe would raise a 
quarter of the project's cost from stockholder 
equity and the rest through borrowing. 

Globe's 3G project would create 368 new 
jobs and is expected to start commercial oper- 
ations in December. 
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Globe gets tax perks for P5.48-B 3G venture 


Six-year income tax holiday, duty-free importation of capital goods 


Further, the project would have a capacity 
of serving 536,484 subscribers a year through 
1,428 nodes or base stations. 

To qualify for BOI registration, Globe had 
to prove that its project was compliant with 
the International — Telecommunications 
Union's approved family of five radio stan- 
dards for the implementation of 3G. 

In January, the National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission assigned Globe its desired 
3G frequency bands that the firm said would 
help hasten its delivery of 3G services to the. 
public. 

3G technology and services would allow 
consumers to hear and see the party they are 
contacting—both here and abroad—watch 
television shows and enjoy faster Internet 
connection while mobile. 

Company officials have said that frequency 
bands that they asked for—1,945-1,955 Mega- 
hertz and 2,135-2,145 MHz—would allow the 
firm to deliver “superior quality 3G services.” 

‘Also, the officials added that securing the 
right frequencies would allow Globe to rapid- 
ly deploy its 3G service at the shortest possi- 


Biodiesel firm eyes bigger 
plant, plans to go public 


By Abigail L. Ho 


SHORTLY AFTER INAUGURATING ITS P650- 
million biodiesel facility, Chemrez Inc. is al- 
ready considering going public as it sets its 
sights on putting up an even bigger produc- 
tion plant. 

Chemrez chief operating officer Dean Lao 
Jr. said the company was now studying the 
feasibility of setting up a P1.5-billion plant 
that would have a capacity of 180 million 
liters a year. 

This plant, he said, would be thrice the size 
ofits recently inaugurated 60-million-liters-a- 
year facility in Libis, Quezon City. 

He said the new plant would have to be lo- 
cated within an economic zone to enable the 
company to take advantage of the perks ex- 
tended to ecozone locators. 

‘Also, it would have to be situated near a 
port to make transporting finished products 
tovarious export markets easier, he said. 

“We need between one and two hectares of 
land for a 180-million-liters-a-year plant. We 
will look at locations with a good vantage 
point for shipping,” he said. "Potential loca- 
tions are areas near the Batangas Bay, Calata- 
gan, Subic, Davao and Cagayan de Oro. 

Unlike Chemrez's existing plant, which was 
funded wholly through internally generated 
cash, the new plant would have to be partly fi- 
nanced either through a straight loan or via 
proceeds from a possible initial public offer- 
ing, he said. 

The company's final decision to expand, 
however, was hinged on the passage of Biofu- 
els bill, which was still pending in the Senate. 

“We'll only go through with that expansion 
if the bill is passed. When we already have a 
Biofuels law, it will be easier for us to make a 
final decision on whether or not to expand 
‘our operations,” he sai 

The passage of the Biofuels bill will make 
mandatory the sale and use of diesel with at 
least a 1-percent blend of coco methyl ester 
(CME). 

‘This mandate, Lao said, would give Chem- 
reza local market for its product. In effect, the 
company's existing plant would be too small 
to cover both domestic and international de- 
mand. 

Chemrez was already looking to further ex- 
pand its export market while waiting for the 
passage of the Biofuels bill, he said. 


New technology 
player in state visit 


LATITUDE BROADBAND INC, A NEW Fil- 
ipino technology player involved in Broad- 
band Wireless Access, will be part of the offi- 
cial Philippine Business Delegation accompa- 
mying President Macapagal-Arroyo in her 
state visit to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
(KSA). 

The technology developed by Latitude 
Broadband Inc. enables the easy deploy- 
ment of Broadband Wireless Access (BWA) 
technologies and has been proven to meet 


the need fora cost-effective and speedy net- + 


work deployment that can satisfy the ever 
growing global demand for faster Internet 
access. 

Latitude Broadband Inc. was set up to ac- 
celerate the spread of this homegrown BWA 
technology outside the country. Under Lati- 
tude Broadband Inc. are Rene Dos Reme- 

; president, Bong Paloma, SVP and 
Ricky Pefia, head of marketing, who are tak- 
ing this crucial technology several notches 
higher by exporting its BWA solutions glob- 
ally in markets experiencing an explosive 
demand for broadband services. Latitude's 
"Broadband-in-»-Box" model provides a 
complete suite of hardware (radio access 
technology and access controllers) and soft- 
ware (OSS, NMS, HD, CRM, Billing API's) 
modules allowing carriers to build their 
broadband infrastructure with minimal 
risks and with a quick ROL. 
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Other companies that are preparing their 
3G systems are Smart Communications Inc., 
Digital Telecommunications Philippines and 
Connectivity Unlimited Resource Enterprise. 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS 
thrown its support behind the Securities 
and Exchange Commission's recommen- 
‘dation to file criminal charges against 
ithe officers of shuttered pre-need firm 
Asian Diamond Plans Inc. 

On Feb. 21, state prosecutor Aristotle 


company 


Justice department 


‘bual—who was named one of the five re- 
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president Damaso Mag- 


3 BUSINESS... 
backs SEC move to file criminal raps vs pre-need execs 


Reyes of the DOJ approved the filing of 
criminal cases against four officers of 
Asian Diamond: Directors Brian Wee Poh 
Aun and Ennily Pang, chief executive of- 
ficer Norman Gonzales and chief finance 
officer Rommel Aniag. 

‘The DOJ however cleared the former 


spondents in a complaint filed by the 
SEC. Magbual had already resigned 
when Asian Diamond's officers allegedly 
began to cover up the capital and trust 
fund deficiencies of the firm. 

Magbual resigned on June 25, 2002. 
The new set of officers took over after 
Magbual's resignation. 

The DOJ found that all reports relat- 
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Republic of the Philippines 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 


EAST AVENUE, DILIMAN, QUEZON CITY 


HIGHLIGHTS OF CONSOLIDATED OPERATIONS 
For the Year Ended December 31,2005 
(In Million Pesos) 


REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES 


59,919.5 


Contributions 
Tnvestment and Other Income, net 


416021 
123174 


Expenditures. 


Benefit Payments. 
Retirement. 
Death and Funeral 
Disability 
Sickness and Maternity 
Medical and Rehabilitation Services 


Operating Expenses 


519082 


46269.8 
208838 
183718 
29638 
39954 
550 


56384 


Net Revenue. 


8,011.3 


ASSETS, LIABILITIES AND RESERVES 


Assets x 
Investments 
SSS Properties 
Others 


Liabilities 


199833.1 
181,7723 
2491.5 
15,5693 


34258 


Reserves. 


1964073 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES) 
QUEZON CITY JSS. 


and belief. 


RA E 


President & CRO 


oe ay 
Dot. No. 219^ 
BáokNo. 45 
Page No. T 
Series of 


am 


We, CORAZON S. DE LA PAZ and ERLINDA O. DEL ROSARIO of the above-mentioned institution do 
solemnly swear that all matters set forth in the above financial highlights are true and correct to the best of our knowledge 


NET GF E 


Vice President, Controllership 


SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 3rd day of May 2006 at Quezon City. affiants exhibiting to me 
their Residence Certificate No. 24322906 issued at Makati City on 27 February 2006 and Residence Certificate No. 
12750119 issued at Quezon City on 23 February 2006, respectively 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


(Sed) ANDRILINE A. OBEDOZA 


Until December 31, 2007 
PTR No. 7156354/1-02-06 Q.C. 
TIN 118-451-177 


Be part of 
Ateneo de Manila University 
John Gokongwei School Of Management 


ENTREPRENEURIAL ACADEMY 2006 


Work better and smarter with the Ateneo Entrepreneurial 
‘Academy. Crafted with the entrepreneur in mind, this 
seminar-workshop series is designed to help you run your 
business better by covering both theoretical framework 
and practical knowledge on increasing productivity, avoiding 
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Entreprenurs el manager and ley besos who have te sls et on bling hr business and 
re laying the groundwork for an organization that wil last. 


common business mistakes, and making smarter decisions. 
A high powered line-up of speakers and resource persons 
share their experiences, ther training and their insights to 
help you with your business. 


————— 


Early Bird Rate: P3,150 (until May !0 only!) 
Regular Rate: P3,500 
Avail of the 4*1 Incentive! 
FOR COMPANIES: Register four (4) representatives from your company for the series and you get an 


additional one (1) representative to join them for FREE! 
FOR INDIVIDUALS: Register for four (4) sessions and get a Sth session FREE! 


Build your business, hone your skills. 


Call 849-6911 and register now! 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 


j Gron MENI 


BUSINESS LOAN 


2002. 


bution of its assets to planholders. 
ADPI stopped selling plans 


ing to paid-up capital and trust fund de- 
ficiencies were filed after June 25, 


The SEC last year approved the shut- 
down of Asian Diamond and the distri- 


ly last 
year. A few months later, the SEC formed 
a management committee to preserve 
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the assets of the company and protect 
the interest of planholders. 

The SEC last year found that Asian Di- 
amond had a trust fund deficiency of 
P13.5 million. 

A US-Singapore group subsequently 
bought a major stake in the pre-need 
firm and committed to address the firm's 
deficit 


UBP continues search 
for fresh acquisitions 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE ABOITIZ GROUPS UNION BANK OF 
the Philippines is searching the horizon for 
fresh acquisitions, even after it forged a buy- 
‘out deal with the controlling shareholders of 
International Exchange Bank. 

After UnionBank signed an agreement to 
purchase the controlling block of iBank Fri- 
day night, UBP president Victor Valdepenas 
said this would not be the end of its expansion 
mode. : 

"Well continue to look for opportunities to 
grow through expansion," Valdepenas told 
the Inquirer. 

UnionBank signed a memorandum of 
agreement on Friday to buy at least 67 per- 
cent of iBank’s voting shares at P42.50 per 
share, three days after the Inquinen reported 
that UBP was plotting this acquisition. 

UBP is hoping it will acquire 100 percent of 
iBank’s holdings—a deal that may be worth 
P13.5 billion. 

For this transaction, Valdepenas stressed 
that UBP would not ask for fresh capital from 
its stockholders, led by the Aboitiz group. 

"We are overcapitalized,” he said, explain- 
ing that the bank could still pursue other ac- 
quisitions in the future. "Our problem, in fact, 
is how to use our excess funds." 

UnionBank is capitalized at P19 billion 


while its loan portfolio amounted to only P11 
billion. iBank, whilea much smaller bank, has 
a bigger loan portfolio of P28 billion. 

UBP's parent conglomerate, Aboitiz Equity 
Ventures Inc., is bullish on the local banking 
business and has committed to expand the 
bank through acquisitions. 

Meanwhile, banking sources told the IN- 
‘quiner that the P42.50 per share valuation, 
about 1.8 times iBank’s book value, was 
agreed upon without due diligence audit. But 
the sources said that the price could be “ad- 
justed,” depending on the results of the for- 
mal assessment which would begin this 
week, 

They said the due diligence audit would be 
finished within a month, inline with the com- 
mitment that the purchase of at least 67 per- 
cent up to 100 percent of iBank should be im- 
plemented within 30 days. 

‘Assuming the valuation was upheld and 
the deal consummated, the fresh merger be- 
tween the medium-sized lenders shall result 
in the creation of the country's ninth biggest 
bank with combined assets of about P168 bil- 
lion and 187 branches, displacing the 
Yuchengcos' Rizal Commercial Banking Corp. 

UnionBank currently ranks 13th among 
the country’s biggest banks, with assets of 
about P108 billion, while iBank ranks 17th 
with about P60 billion. 


BSP gets a fair mark in JP Morgan report 


Frompage Bl 
absorb inflows,” the economist said in his re- 
port. 

Central banks in Asia usually prevent ex- 
cessive monetary growth by reducing domes- 
ticcredit. 

The JP Morgan economist explains that un- 
restrained money growth may lead to domes- 
tic prices pressures, resulting in “macro im- 
balances,” and compel Asian central banks 
“toward less intervention.” 

But JP Morgan's investigation into central 
bank balance sheets and intervention in Asia 
suggested monetary authorities were stil 
broadly able to control foreign inflows and 
were effectively managing reserve money 
growth trer 

In the Philippines, the report noted that net 
foreign asset accumulation has accelerated in 
recent months, but “offsetting sterilization 
has maintained reserve money growth." 


GETTING YOU STARTED 


But there are other analysts who think that 
the BSP may be having trouble sterilizing ro- 
bust overseas Filipino workers’ remittances, 
which pump in more cash into the system that. 
could add to inflationary pressures already 
made worse by high oil prices. 

US investment bank Goldman Sachs said in. 
an earlier report that the BSP “has limited 
sterilization tools.” 

"The policy rate of 7.5 percent versus the 
ovérnight reverse repurchase (RRP) rate of 
45 percent is evidence that the BSP is having 
trouble sterilizing the liquidity impact of its 
US dollar purchases,” according to Goldman 
Sachs. “[The BSP] has to rely on the overnight 
Teverse repos, since it cannot issue BSP bills. 
for legal reasons.” 

BSP Deputy Governor Diwa Guinigundo 
denied that the BSP had limited sterilization 
tools, citing the reserve requirement and 
‘overnight borrowing mechanisms. 
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Payments con be made by cash or check 


Square One: Preparing 2 Winning Business Plan. 
Get back to basics in starting your business and prepare a road map or your success, A 
comprehensive and effective business plan is the starting key to a successful start-up! 
Pointers on how to present your business plan are also included here, 


Evaluating Franchising Opportunities 

You've set some funds aside. You want to surt working for yoursel What do you do? 
Maybe, get a franchise! Tap the wide range of availabilities and select the right franchise for 
you. Eae your options. 
GROWING YOUR BUSINESS ” 


Counting Your Eggs: Introduction to Accounting Principles 
‘Accounting is a basic survival tool for any busines person Use accounting to keep score. 
cof your busines. More important, understand what the numbers mean. 


‘Achieving Your Financial Targets: Managerial Accounting 
Do you know if youre making money? You have good sales but no cash in the Bank! Equip 
yourself with the analytical tools to relate operational decisions to the bottom line. 


Personal Touch: Effective Human Resource Management for SMEs 
Grow the business and minimize the fuss. Put together a heathy and productive 
organization. Improve your ability to manage your human resource effectively and feel its 
effect on the boomine! 


Streamline Your Operations: Managing Your Inputs 
Reduce costs and maximize profits by knowing and understanding materials management. 
and inventory, operations design and economic order quantity in your operations! 


Managing Your Logistics 

Don't get wrong footed by increasingly complex requirements in your business, Do you 
have issues with transportation and handling of finished goods! Understand scheduling, 
routing selection and unit load handing! 


Cutting a Deak: Financing and Funding Sources for Your Business 
Ready and set but can't go? Use financial institutions to raise capital for your growing 
company, Orders up to here but can't buy the materials? What do you dol Talk to your 
friendy and hepk banker! 


FAMILY BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 


Restaurant Management 

So you want to go ino the food business? Everybody says cs the only business worth 
going into in these dificult imes. Learn the basics of the trade. Assess and understand the 
market situation. 


Strategic Planning and Professionalizing the Business 

As businesses grow in size and complexity the family needs to sort out che relationship 
between the family tree and the organizational chard! Learn about strategies for 
prolessiorang amy busneses. 


Crafting Your Family Constitution 
This the founder's befand ideals. Carve it in stone! This is the road map 
that provdes the guidance for the subsequent generations to follow! 
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Crew Gold infusing $20M in Apex for mining asset rehab | 
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Raising Masara 
mine capacity 
in next 2 years 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


NORWEGIAN MINING FIRM CREW GOLD 
Corp. is infusing $20 million into Philippine 
firm Apex Mining Co. for the rehabilitation of 
its gold mining property in Compostela Valley 
in Mindanao. 

This was disclosed by Crew Gold Corp. 
CEO Jan Vestrum in a recent presentation to 
shareholders, pointing out that this coincided 
with Crews recent acquisition of more than 
70 percent equity in Apex. This information is 
also posted on the company's website. 

Vestrum said the investment would be 
spent for the acquisition of transport, process- 
ing and othey support facilities that would en- 
able the projects production capacity. 

"By the end of this year, the Masara mine 
will hopefully be fully rehabilitated. The cur- 
rent target is to produce between 50,000 and 
80,000 ounces of gold this year and to increase 
this to 150,000 ounces next year,” he said. 

"With the upgrading of its facilities, Abacus Se- 
curities said, Apex may produce 200,000 ounces 
of gold a year at Masara starting in 2008. 

According to the Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau, with as much as 2.5 million ounces of 
gold reserves, the mine life could reach 12 
years and can be extended by at least five. 
years if nearby copper and gold porphyry de- 
posits can be confirmed and exploited. 

"Apex, should, therefore have the second 
largest domestic mining operation among lo- 
cally listed firms in 2007 Gust behind Philex 
Mining Corp. in terms of metal value sold)," 
Abacus Securities said in its report. 

Aside from its interests in Apex, Crew has a 
nickel property to develop in Mindoro which was 
estimated to yield some 60,000 tons of nickel. 

The Masara mines will be complemented 
by the rehabilitation of the Toledo/Carmen 
mines of Atlas Consolidated Mining and De- 
velopment Corp., the Teresa Gold Project of 
Lepanto Consolidated, the Padcal mine of 
Philex Mining Corp., the Adlay nickel project 
of BHP/QN1 in Surigao gold district. 

“There is still a lot of potential to develop 
mew mines, noting that about nine million 
hectares or 30 percent of the archipelago has 
been identified to be of high potential for min- 
eral deposits," said Mines and Geosciences Bu- 
eau Assistant Director Edwin G. Domingo. 
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ONE-WAY fare to any domestic destination 
atP398 


Cebu Pacific 
offers off-peak 
fare discounts 


By Daxim L, Lucas 


BUDGET AIRLINE CEBU PACIFIC AIR INC. IS 
maintaining its strategy of selling seats to do- 
mestic destinations below cost, offering an- 
other round of discounts on off-peak travel 
starting late last week. 

In a statement, Cebu Pacific said that 
clients could fly to several domestic destina- 
tions from June 14 to July 31 for as low as 
P398 one way, exclusive of fees, taxes and sur- 
charges. 

The promo follows the airline's P10 and PL 
fare promo that caused a marketing stir and 
was eventually mimicked by Philippine Air- 
lines’ sister company Air Philippines. 

"The selling period for this promo began last 
May 5 and will run until tomorrow, May 9. 

“This promotional sale is on top of Cebu Pa- 
cific's "Go" fares, which offer permanent low 
fares for early bookings all year round. 

"We are nearing the end of summer when 
domestic tourism is robust, but we would like 
to encourage people to continue traveling 
even during the off-peak period because this 
is when we and the whole tourism industry 
need people to travel more," Cebu Pacific gen- 
eral manager Bong Mojica said in a state- 
ment. “Events like our summer seat sale will 
stimulate and grow the market even further.” 

"The summer seat sale fares start at P398 for 
Cebu to Iloilo; P498 for Manila to Kalibo and 
Roxas; P598 for Manila to Bacolod, Cebu, lloi- 
Jo, Puerto Princesa and Tacloban, Cebu to 
Davao, Zamboanga, and Davao to Zamboan- 
ga; and P798 for Manila to Butuan, Cotabato, 
Cagayan de Oro, Dumaguete, Davao, Tagbila- 
ran, Zamboanga and from Davao to lloilo (via 
Cebu) fora one-way trip. 

"Just like our previous seat sales, these 
fares are for immediate payment upon book- 
ing,” Mojica said. "The fastest way to buy tick- 
ets for this promo is via our website." 

"The company did not disclose how many 
seats would be made avallable for this pro- 
mo. 
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Instant ID cards with Javelin — a surefire business 
‘opportunity because every school... business... bank. 
government office...club... social organization... in short, 
EVERYWHERE ID cards are mandatory in today's worid. 
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As Jollibee launches its all-time favorites and opens its 10th store in the US, the company 
carries on its commitment to global expansion — giving Filipinos abroad a taste of home. 


Jollibee, the Philippines’ favorite fast food chain 

made big waves when it introduced its much- 

loved meals to the US market: the Yumburger, 
Burger Steak, and the crispylicious, juicylicious 
Chickenjoy in classic Jollibee recipe. 


Mr. Tommy King, VP for Jollibee US Operations. 
and Ms. Inez Reyes, Jollibee VP for Markéting, 
together with the Jollibee's top celebrity 
endorser, Aga Muhlach, led the successful tour 
across California 


At every store, US-based Filipinos eagerly 
welcomed the Jollibee team and Aga as they 
treated our kababayans to an hour of music, 
dance numbers, games, picture taking and of 
course, great-tasting Jollibee food. 


i 


[union City Mayor celebrates 
with the Jollibee team 


Jolibee Daly City, California 


Jollibee and Aga spreading smiles in San Francisco 


Jolibee Daly City store management team. 


Jollibee is now a world-class brand 
with over 500 stores in 7 countries, 
including the Philippines, US, Hong 
Kong, Vietnam, Saipan, Guam and 


Pa pe Home is where langhap-sarap is 

Aga greets fans at Eagle Rock, California | 

| "We want every Jollibee store to be a haven 
for the Filipino," said Mr. King. "That's why 
we've made sure that our fellow Pinoys can 
enjoy the same langhap-sarap products and 
experience the same alagang Pinoy service 
that is the trademark of world-class Jollibee." 


Bee at Beverly Boulevard 


Coinciding with the launch of the now world-class 
favorites was the opening of Jollibee's 10th store 
in the US: Jollibee Beverly Boulevard in Los 
Angeles. This new landmark underlines the 
company's aggressive expansion in the'Ufiited 
States. 


This was the message conveyed by the 

Jollibee executives when they paid a courtesy 
call to Philippine Consul Generals Rowena 
Aside from Beverly Boulevard, Jolibee has stores their visit to the Philippine Consulates in San 


is Angeles. 
California; and Carson, Cerritos, West Covinai. Prana ans ne Anges 


Eagle Rock’ National City and Mira Mesa i 
Southern California, Three more branches are! 
expected to open In the next few months. 


Inauguration of the 10% Jollibee store in the US I 


TUA 


Mendoza Sanchez and Willie Gaa during. + 


Brunei. Perhaps in the near future, 
Filipinos everywhere will have a 

Jollibee store nearby, and the whole 
world will get a taste of true langhap- 


s IUD; 


- i8 
ind Aga al home in LA 
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MONETARY BOARD MEMBERS UNDERGO GOOD GOVERNANCE SESSIONS 

M Ea ence to international est practices on corporate governance continues to take root within the Philippine banking sector. BSP Governor and Monetary Board Chair Amando Tetangco Jr. (fourth from left) led 
Dis members of the Monetary Board in an inter-action session on governance designed and facilitated by Dr, Jesus Estanislao, chair of tne ute ‘of Corporate Directors (fifth from left). With them are from left: 
Ciber memas Raul Boncan jr, Alfredo Antonio, Juanita Amatong, Nelly Villafuerte, Vicente Valdepeñas jr. and BSP general counsel Juan de Zuñiga Jr. 


Local poultry firm inks deal SSS: Fighting 
corruption from within 


with halal certifying agency ESE sce 


Gh outsider going up againsta OF POLICIES $ 
. . . powerful insider. 
A step to penetrate multi-billion-dolllar market | ze euo 
low insider. Certainly, there are dL. 
By Ronnel W. Domingo which owns the Bounty Fresh wanted halal foods because, to taking steps to have the facilities | 7 lot of people in the govern- at the Securities and Exchange 
brand, planned to have its entire these consumers, halal means of its other contractors in the Bi- ment who are honest. But, un- Commission in June 1999. The 
EXPORTERS AIMING AT A SLICE production halal-certified high quality. tol region and in Mindanao be. | derstandabiy, they would rather sss chair then was kind enough 
the multi billion-dollar Islamic whether or not these were in- “Some health experts would come halal compliant. turn their eyes away from and io talk to the PARP board. We 
food market made a headway last tended for Muslim markets. even recommend patens with “Buyers in Muslim countries | febrem about the corruption asked him ifa due diligence was 
ai s a poultry producer and Halal is an Arabic word that nutrition problems to goforhalal and communities are very strict Lees y conducted by the SSS. He 
Uistributor inked a pact with an can be translated as “permissible” foods," he said. (about halal meat products)" | symem h ERN oe Sera ks e Rhen eet 
internationally recognized halal- and, in relation to consumables,  TheIDCPchiefssidthiswould Linzag explained. "They me | Pus Oehoe of the Govern elp notnecesany ———. 
certifying body. it refers to products that Muslims be the first time that locally pro- quire three documents for the Bape O avers IN sos oe bon Diu de 
UP Rakman RT Linzag, are allowed touse, eat and drink duced chicken products would be products—one each covering Se SEISEAN DA After the merger, the share 
president of the Islamic Da'wah | in the observance of Islam. certified by a group recognized the state of the animals before | Catherine eh AMEN feed was valued at P96 per. This value 
Eouncll of the Philippines, said “Bounty Fresh has aggressive by the Jakarta-based World Halal and after they are killed anda | ga, Marissu Bugante, Erlinda kept dropping at the exchange. At 
in an interview that his group plans about tapping the export Council third for the halal certification | Gel Rosario, and assistant vice the lowest point, the share was 
signed a memorandum of agree- market and its management be- Bounty Agro, whose contrac- itself.” presidents Antonette Fernan- trading ar less than P30 per share. 
signed a emen Agro Ventures lleve that having halal products tors like 3J Foods process be- The local halal food industry} dez, Luz Generoso, Maribel Or Today seven years later the share 
ment wh Boat re A] Foods would givethem anedge,"Linzag tween 20,000 and 30,000 birds has been developing steadily as Se i cabin ru cass ne on 
Corp. to ensure that their chick- said daily, aims at gaining market the government and the private charged 14 of the highest offi- by eaten aes Mire 
en products underwent halal ^ Linzag added that even cer- footholds in Japan, United Arab sector took efforts to tap the | cials and executives of the SSS peame paj S DK 
process. tain segments of non-Muslim Emirates and Malaysia. fisco üonayesr giobal halal | (whose names will never sol forum of Lee 
linzag said Bounty Agro, markets in Japan and Europe  Linzag said the company was food market. this column) for grave miscon and perpetual disqualification for 
duct, and conduct prejudicial to reemployment in the government 
the best interest of the service. 


TIM, partner offer fraud detection tool for banks Sureteladilde Todtin we sod 


only, beaters ernment X- ed from office for six months 
ecutives sued fellow executives : 
e —— eee TOTAL INFORMATION MANAGE- In a statement, TIM quoted | for graft and corruption. If it is ku ie uelint rur 
MOVEMENTS ment (TIM) Corp, a provider ofen. SDG managing director Suheim | upto me, Iwill put these ladies months per diem per meeting 
terprse technology services in the Sheikh assaying, “SDG recognizes | up for canonization. A a 
Prunes has teamed upwithSin- TIM'S strengths, especially in the | The case involved the pur- — Last month, the Lath division 


gapore-based SDG Software Tech- banking sector and we are delight- chase of 72 percent of the out- of the Court of Appeals stunned 


Citibank’s new ologes to offer a fraud detection ed tojoinhands with TIMwhohas | standing shares of Philippine the ladies by reversing the deci- 
business manager aim that wil alow fusecil la- working elatiouchip with leading | Commercial and Indesc sion of the Oee ofthe Qmbude 


stitutions to meet the requirements technology and solutions Bank worth P32 billion. The man. Bur the ladies were not 
s PeO end oftheAniMoneylaunderinglaw providers. The need of the hour is Lege preg about to give up. At their own ex- 
nsum remed Mak Jones bs new En bytheMoneray scomchensieeyetcoateficive | Se Sm oy Sin PUE they hired a high-powered 
country business manager. > ‘The merged bankisnowknown jay firm to petition the Supreme 
— Board of Circular Letter No. 495 compliance tool as banks and oth- " p ipt 
“Jones was previously with Citibank in Australia E asEquitable PCI Bank. pe uber dium 
where he gained extensive experience n consumer mandating all universal and com- er financial institutions prepare fo] The SSS coughed up P7.5 bi- From the way the Supreme 
Ting The key poston he has held include CFO, mandi Dade te implement an comply with increasingly more | tin as its part in the deal. The Court has been deciding cases 
director of mortgages and most recently, retail bank leconie monitoring system to stringent antimoney laundering | ladies charged the accused of these past few weeks, ener 
director. detect and monitor moneylaun- legislation across the globe." approving the purchase without eryr ea ¢ 


hope that the ladie 
MK county tine ran lenes wi be re dering transactions wil likely SDG's offering includes | exercising due diligence as re- x pacatis riu eun 
onsible for Cibanks consumer - AN : - wil, , prevail. 
tions in the country which cover credit cards, retail lead banks to shift to a more effi- BankAlert, a sophisticated, feature- quired under the SSS law result- T hope what the ladies have 


s cient electronic system," said rich solution that caters to AML ing in huge losses. done will encourage other gov- 
E m onem ar, teni via atiae C æn Se ee Yeidentend regulatory requirements, enabling | Í remember this controversy emment E a E 

“Jones wil also serve concurrently in the board CSO OFTIM.“This prompted usto financial insticaions to comen- | Uite wall. The Pilipeine Awn: rupion fom within. (tu ao 
of Citibank Savings, a recent acquisition that increases Citigroup's exposure seek best-of-breed solution for trate on growing their business | Catton of Retired Persons enough to fight corruption from 
inthe country with 36 additional branches nationwide. the local market, thus this part. while making sure thar they com- | PARP) had just been registered without. 


nership with SDG,” he added. ply with regulatory requirements. 
UPS names new 


headforRPunit — — Importation of 300,000MT of corn pushed 


Pirojshaw Sarkari as its managing director. 
Sarkar will oversee UPS'oint venture opera- — By Christine A. Gaylican access volume (MAV) of 216,000 beyond the purchasing capacity is growing at an annual rate of 3 
tions in Parafiaque and the UPS intra-Asia hub in metric tons, hitting 279,000 met- of consumers.” percent, and demand for poultry 
Clark, Pampanga. THE COUNTRY WILL IMPORT ric tons. MAV refers to the mini- — He said the country’s P103- and hogs is also increasing at al- 
Tm really excited about this move to the more than 300,000 metrictons of mum volume of a commodity billion feed milling indus- most the same level,” he said. 
Philippines. The Philippine operation is vitalto ^ corn to fill up local production that a membercountry of the try—consisting of commercial Pinca pointed out that the feed 
Mile Manaren ene Gries Shortfall estimated at 1.3 million World Trade Organization is al- millers and integrators such as milling industry needed about 
Vo continue teen on rung. metric tons, according to an off lowed to import at a preferential San Miguel Corp., Cargill Philip- 4.3 million MT of yellow corn, 
thee egion and help our customers navigate the cial from the feed milling indus- or lower tariff. pines, Swift Foods, General but based on government projec- 
éz tn rotat with our ovate supply chain —% “The most prudent thingtodo Milling Corp. Universal Milling tions, local corn producers could 
SARKARI aitona,” Sarkari said. rhe requirement of feed is to bring in not less than Corp. and Tyson Agro-Ven- only supply 3.5 milion Ner 
ie O tional and wenn iier caano bamet bydes 900,00) mene Soe of imported tures—were all expanding their Last year feed millers pro- 
UPS Inda prior to his move to the Philippines. In India, Sarkarispear- cally produced com, said Micardo com while world market prices production to keep pace with duced 8.6 million MT of feeds. 
UPS India prior to Me aunch ofthe first UPS retall chain known as The M- Pinca, vice president of the gm stable,” Pinca said, adding growing demand. Corn-based feeds accounts for 
headed the successi unti 2009, Sarkari was the country manager Philippine Association of Reed that “if we do not bring in com, “The industry has to cope with half of the total feed production, 
for The UPS Store in India. Millers Inc. (Pafmi). the prices of chicken and other the growing demand for both corn-substitutes such feed wheat 
He holds a degree in commerce from Mumbai University and is a char- As of April this year, corn im- poultry products, pork and other food corn and corn for animal and soybean meal account for the 
tered accountant from the Institute of Chartered Accountants of india. pons already exceeded minimum hog products will continue to rise feeds The Philippine population other half 


Cheaper service critical to 3G's success, says Nokia exec 


By Daxim L. Lucas and Globe Telecom Inc. were on per unit or less before 3G could dict how fast the new service 
the right track by trying to push truly catch on the way existing would catch on, given the aggres- 
‘THE SUCCESS OF THE RECENTLY down their service fees. second-generation services have. sive marketing efforts of the coun- 
launched third-generation (3G) “Making the service affordable “Handsets are a ‘one-time ex- wys largest mobile phone net- 
launched Wird demarerwil to the user is just as important as pense,” he said, explaining, chat work, although he pointed out hat 
depend on both the cost ‘of new having affordable handsets.” ‘even cheap handsets will not boost the existing 2G system took about 
depend on obe cost of the ser. The new 3G technology intro- the new technology's prospects if five years to reach critical mass. 
mdee nadingto te localhead of duced recently by Smart and consumers cannot afford the cost  ryüm you S something 
vice, acco res mobile phone Globe allows users to use their of regular use. “So (3G) services new, it will aways be experts 
maker mobile phones to make video must also be fairly priced." until you reach a certain volume,” 
Inan interview with the Ingum- conference calls, view streaming At present, the cheapest 3G  hesaid. 
m Noki country manager Parik- video from television broadcasts, phones sell for the equivalent of Ar present, NOME has the 
shit Bhasin said the pricing factor and browse theInternetatspeeds $225 per unit, while the most ad- widest array of phone models 
‘would ultimately determine how significantly faster than existing vanced models sell for as much as compatible with the 3G service. 
fast 3G services would reach a services. Bhasin's comments $500each, Bhasin said. “We offer the most extensive prod- GLOBE and S: ke their f ibl 
‘Gitieal mass in the Philippines. come on the heels ofthe state- — "These prices will come dowi "un Toi wah Sve rhoacc est UBER SE IY e veir service fees as low as possible to 
he cost of usage (for 3G ser- ment made by Globe Telecom eventually, but it will take time,” "We are about tolaunch another Win the market. toma ust CE 
vices) is also a drives” he said, president and CEO Gerardo C. he sad. "Its nota question of i [model soon he added, referring the country is high as evidenced by was launched recently. 
dang that wirdess networks Ablaza that the local market must buta question of when.” tothe new NSO model. He said that the fact that all of the new N91 “There has been a significant 
adaing tha, imunications ne. see handset prices drop to $100 ‘The Nokia chief declined to pre- demand for late-model phones in units were sold out soon after it shift in the market,” Bhasin added. 
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10 MNCs setting up 
regional offices in RP 


= 


By Ronnel W. Domingo Service LLC, AB Food & Beverages Tai- 
wan Inc., Manulife Data Services Inc., 
Branders.com Inc. and Blue Frog Mobile 
Inc. 

Incorporated in Singapore, Jollibee 
Worldwide is an investment and holding 
company involved in international trade 
just like Amkor Worldwide—another Dele- 
ware-based firm. 

‘Taipel-based AB F&B is into retail and 
wholesale of food and grocery and non-al- 
coholic beverages while Branders.com—al- 
so of Deleware—is into the distribution of 
promotional items. 

Blue Frog Mobile of Washington is an in- 
formation and communication technology- 
enabled service firm that is focused on mo- 
bile entertainment and communica 
services. 

Manulife Data of Barbados caters to the 
Manulife group of companies for its data 
processing needs. 

According to the DTI, companies that 
would locate their RHQs in the country 
may enjoy exemption from income tax 
and value-added tax; zero-rated VAT on 
sale or lease of goods and property while 
firms with ROHQs may enjoy reduced 
tax liabilities at 10-percent tax on in- 
come from qualifying services; 10-per- 
cent VAT; 15-percent branch profit re- 
mittance tax. 

Both kinds of offices would enjoy ex- 
emption from all local taxes, fees and 
charges except real property tax; and tax 
and duty-free importation of equipment 
and materials for raining. 


AT LEAST 10 MULTINATIONAL FIRMS 
are putting up regional bases in the country 
‘worth some $1.85 million or some P94 mil- 
lion following the trade departments is- 
suance of permits in the past eight months. 

According to the Department of Trade 
and Industry, one of the 10 companies, Hi- 
lo Fish Co. Inc., is establishing an area 
headquarters in the country for the first 
time. 

The Hawaii-based Hilo Fish, engaged 
in importation, production and whole- 
sale distribution of fresh and frozen sea 
food, earmarked $50,000 to put up its of- 
fice here. 

The other nine companies are laying out 
$200,000 each to set up their facilities in 
the country. 

Three firms— including Carrier Interna- 
tional Corp., Oberthur Card Systems SA 
and Valeant Pharmaceuticals Internation- 
al—were converting their existing area HQ 
into regional operating headquarters. 

Deleware-based Carrier is engaged in 
the provision of technical representation of 
its air-conditioners and coolers outside of 
the United States. 

Oberthur of France is engaged in the de- 
sign, development, production and mar- 
keting of smart cards while Valeant, also of 
Deleware, manufactures chemicals and 
botanical products 

The remaining six firms that were 
putting up ROHQs include Jollibee 
Worldwide Pte. Ltd., Amkor Worldwide 
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More perks for insurance, 


pre-need sectors sought 


Study shows banks getting more incentives 


By Michelle V. Remo 


A US-FUNDED THINK TANK HAS 
urged the Philippine government to 
provide additional fiscal incentives to 
the country's insurance and pre-need 
sectors to perk up the anemic indus- 


A study commissioned by Emerge, 
or the Economic Modernization 
through Efficient Reforms and Gover- 
nance, stated government support to 
the financial sector in the Philippines. 
pales in comparison to the ones seen 
in neighboring Thailand, Singapore 
and Hong Kong. 

‘Emerge is an arm of the US Agency 
for International Aid (USAID) that 
looks into needed reforms in a coun- 


Tt noted the perceived inequity in 
the granting of incentives to the do- 
mestic financial sector, saying banks 
are given more privileges than other 
financial institutions like insurance 
and pre-need. 

Emerge is the former American 
lobby group Agile (Accelerated 
Growth, Investments and Liberaliza- 
tion with Equity) which provides 
technical and financial assistance to 
poor and developing countries like 
the Philippines. 

Emerge tapped the Zambrano and 
Gruba Law Offices to do the study. 
During the law office's presentation 


of the study, it noted that while banks 
are exempted from paying the 20 per- 
cent final withholding tax on interest. 
income and time deposits of at least 
five years, such exemption is not 
available to other financial institu- 
tions. 

The study also noted that while re- 
tirement plans administered by banks 
are exempted from the income tax, 
those administered by life insurance 
and pre-need companies are imposed 
the tax. 

‘The Emerge-commissioned study 
also said the financial sector in the 
Philippines could be considered heav- 
ily taxed if compared with its neigh- 
bors. It said the financial sector is im- 
posed several taxes, including the fi- 
nal withholding tax, the gross receipt 
tax (GRT) and the documentary 
stamp tax (DST). 

The insurance sector has called for 
tax relief, such as removal of the DST, 
saying the taxes have made insurance 
products expensive for Filipino in- 
Come earners. The pre-need sector, 
on the other hand, has been battered 
by financial problems by some of its 
members, like Pacific Plans and Col- 
lege Assurance Plan. 

Financial institutions in Hong 
Kong and Singapore do not pay the 
DST and the GRT, the study noted. In 
Thailand, its equivalent of the final 
withholding tax only has a rate of ei- 


ther 15 and 1 percent, compared with 
the 20 and 7.5 percent in the Philip- 
pines. 

Debt instruments like government 
securities are not imposed the DST in 
Hong Kong and Singapore, while 
these are charged a 0.5-percent DST 
in the Philippines. 

‘A government official said the De- 
partment of Finance has been asked 
by Emerge to consider supporting 
proposals to provide additional gov- 
ernment support to the financial sec- 
tor through the granting of incentives 
that are available in Thailand, Singa- 
pore and Hong Kong. 

The source, however, said the gov- 
ernment could not yet afford to grant 
generous fiscal incentives to the fi- 
nancial sector, and to other sectors, 
given that it is still confronted with a 
huge budget deficit. 

The official noted that the country 
should not be compared to Hong 
Kong and Singapore, whose popula- 
tions are much less than that of the 
Philippines. 

"Hong Kong and Singapore are 
much smaller and have much less 
population. The Philippines, on the 
other hand, needs the revenues to ac- 
‘commodate the estimated 85 million 
population, for whom the govem- 
ment has to provide health, educa- 
tion and social services,” the official 
said. 


Pure Foods posted 80% jump in income to P1B last year. 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SAN MIGUEL PURE FOODS INC. 
reported an 80-percent increase 
in its net income to P1 billion in 
2005 from P564.7 million in 
2004. 

In a report to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange (PSE), it said the 
income jump was driven by high- 
er volumes of its poultry, feeds 
and flour operations. 

San Miguel Pure Food’s poul- 
try business posted a record 
high as revenues grew 7 percent 
due to good supply-demand 
conditions, improved opera- 
tional efficiencies, and good 


selling prices. 

‘Amidst the stiff competition 
and the contraction in the hog 
industry brought about by high 
cost of feeds, limited piglet sup- 
ply and threat of various animal 
diseases, revenue of the feeds 
business grew 11 percent to 
P13.9 billion. 

‘The flour business sustained its 
profitable performance generat- 
ing a modest volume growth of 2 
percent in spite ofa relatively flat 
industry growth. 

The Purefoods-Hormel Co. Inc. 
registered another banner year in 
terms of volume after posting 
double-digit sales volume and 


revenue growths of 14 percent 
and 17 percent, respectively. 

Magnolia Inc. posted P4.2 bil- 
lion in revenues, 15 percent high- 
er than in 2004 partly due to new 
products such as milk and ice 
cream, 

Higher raw material costs, con- 
straints in upward pricing and in- 
crease in fixed costs due to ex- 
pansion-related expenses pre- 
vented the business from achiev- 
ing its profitability target howev- 
er 

The coffee joint venture 
business under San Miguel Su- 
per Coffeemix Co. Inc., whose 
San Mig Coffee products were 


launched in the market barely 
a-year ago, has already cap- 
tured a commendable market 
share. 

Operating profits of Great 
Food Solutions, the food service 
division of the company and 
which also operates the 
Smokey's franchise, grew by 
more than four times versus the. 
past year due to the transfer of 
the commissary operations of 
Monterey sometime in February. 
Number of outlets served in- 
creased to 4,108 in 2005 from 
3,961 in 2004. 

Smokey outlets opened last 
year hit 46, bringing the total 


number to 103 by the end of 
2005. 

The companys interest in 
Monterey, whose volume and rev- 
enue increased by 3 percent and 
6 percent, respectively, contribut- 
ed P13.8 million to the company's 
income for 2005. 

Philippine Nutridon Tech- 
nologies Inc., its joint venture 
operation with Taiwan-based 
Great Wall Group for the manu- 
facture of feed supplements 
and feed rations for young ani- 
mals, ceased commercial oper- 
ations starting Oct. 1 after its 
board approved to dissolve the 
company. 


Of the total net income, in- 
come from the parent firm was 
P677.2 million last year, up 96 
percent from P346 million, in 
2004. 

Income from minority inter- 
ests also climbed to P339.8 mil- 
lion from P218.5 million in 
2004. 

San Miguel Pure Foods said 
it registered another banner 
performance in 2008 as con- 
solidated revenues grew to 
P50.4 billion from P45.3 bil- 
lion, a commendable 11 per- 
cent growth, or more than a P5 
billion increase from its 2004 
level. 


Promoting tourism 
by preserving nature 


By Raquel P. Gomez 


MALAYSIAN KHOO BOO BOON, CHIEF EX- 
ecutive officer of the Legend International Re- 
sorts Ltd. in Subic, Olongapo, came to the 
Philippines in 2002 and was captivated by the 
sun, sea and mountains in the former US 
naval base. 
‘Upon discovering that Subic was the perfect. 
place for nature adventure activities and out- 
door sports, Boon immediately embarked on a 
quest to promote awareness and preservation. 
of Subics natural wonders by holding sports 
and adventure competitions similar to those in 
shows ike "Amazing Race" and "Survivor" 
For Boon, the efforts of the Legend group of 
hotels in Subic during the past four years is pi- 
oneering because the hospitality industry in 
the Philippines rarely focuses on nature „h4 
preservation to encourage tourism. BOON 


“I think the development in tourism and cannot afford to wait for a business to do well 
promoting tourist destinations should co-ex- to uplift their condition, I think that this is 
Pr With preserving the countrys pristine something that we should constantly support. 
peaches and forest covers,” says Boon, "We We should always try to help the less fortu- 
need to make sure that tourism development nate,” he says. 
shouldn’t be disastrous to the environment, An active sportsman himself, Boon loves to 
Sr else we will lose our cultural endowments bike, hike and sail. He himself underwent the 
and natural biodiversity. If we destroy what activities for the Legendary Subic Adventure 
Wwe have, then we will no longer be spoken of first before presenting these to the participants. 
seme of tourist destination because there Like the others involved in promoting tourism 
won't ica ete see" in Subic, Boon saw Subic's big. 
Recently Legend International. ential in attracting and cap- 
Hotels held the 4th Subic Bay CORPORATE iss who die the 
Legendary Wilderness Adventure CiTIZEN sports he loves to do, aside from 
that coincided with Earth Day cel = sightseeing of course. 
aoa cons in Subic. The event brought together “Subic has very good sites for sport activi- 
üueature seekers, travel enthusiasts and the ties, This is the only place where you can find 
Sports-minded people all over the country to activities within 10 minutes, Within 10 min- 
impete “against each other in several utes, you could either be in the beach or you 
Srennli-packed activities involving mountain could be enjoying a game of golf, or hiking the 
ing, kayaking, mountain survival skills, tree hills, You can do anything here from para sail- 
rappelling and mountain trekking, The event ing ro bungee jumping, game fishing, biking 
Wat also a fund-raising campaign and proceeds to forest trekking.” 
Went to the Philippine National Red Cross. AS to the effect of the hotel's nature aware- 
Boon says the hotel has been doing envi- ness promotion to tourism in Subic, Boon says 
ronmental and enuse-oriented activities four he couldn't yet quantify its impact, except 
Tomes a year, For the past four years, since that Subic is becoming more known as the 
Boon took over Legend international Hotels, center for adventure and sports. 
c horel through these activities, wasableto "In the hospitality busines, I think that we're 
Faise funds for Kids education, eye surgeries the only one who pushed forward this agenda. 
for the elders, victims of spouse abuse, and in- But we don't look at the instrumental value of 
digenous communities. what we do. Our premise is really to encourage 
Shares this philosophy that says that you the tourists Rom other countries to come here 
can only do good when you do well, Butsome and really appreciate the cultural richness as 
Gf these deserving and needy communities wellasthe physical beauty of this country.” 


aboitiz 


Equity Ventures 


Aboitiz Corporate Center, 
Gov. Manuel A. Cuenco Avenue 
Kasambagan, Cebu City 6000, Philippines 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS 


NOTICE is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of Stockholders of ABOITIZ EQUITY 
VENTURES, INC., will be held on 15 May 2006 at 4:00 p.m. at the Grand Ballroom of Cebu 
City Marriott Hotel, Cebu Business Park, Cebu City. 


‘The Agenda of the meeting is as follows: 


1. Call to Order 

2, Proof of Notice of Meeting 

3. Determination of Quorum 

4, Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Stockholders' Meeting of 16 May 2005 

5, Presentation of the President's Report 

6. Approval of Annual Report and Financial Statements 

7. Ratification of the Acts, Resolutions and Proceedings of the Board of Directors, Corporate 
Officers and Management up to 15 May 2006 

8. Election of External Auditors 

9. Election of Board of Directors 

10, Other Business 

11, Adjournment 


Only stockholders of record at the close of business on 31 March 2006 are entitled to notice 
and to vote at this meeting. Registration will start at 2:00 p.m. and will end at 4:00 p.m. Kindly 
present any proof of identification, such as driver's license, passport, company LD. or 
BSS/GSIS LD. Aside from personal identification, representatives of corporate stockholders 
and other entities should also present a duly sworn secretary's certificate or a similar docu- 
ment showing his or her authority to represent the corporation or entity. 
| Should you be unable to attend the meeting, you may want to execute a proxy in favorofa 
representative. In accordance with the amended By-Laws of the Corporation, proxies must be 
presented to the Secretary for inspection, validation and record at east seven (7) days prior to 
the opening of the stockholders’ meeting, We enclose a proxy form for your convenience. 

For those unable to attend the Stockholders Meeting in Cebu, a Stockholders' Briefing will 
be conducted in Manila on 17 May 2006 at 3:00 p.m. at Rizal Ballroom A, Makati Shangri-la | 
Hotel, Makati City. 


For the Board of Directors. n 


(sgd)M. JASMINE S. OPORTO 
Corporate Secretary 
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NTC to revoke licenses of operators violating SMS spam rules 
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By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor. 


THE NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS. 
Commission (NTC) will revoke the license of 
mobile phone operators if they are found vio- 
lating its guidelines on unsolicited broadcast 
messaging used to advertise promos to sub- 
scribers, a revised draft guideline by the agen- 
cy showed. 

A copy of the amended rules and regula- 
ions on broadcast messaging will also re- 
quire all content providers allegedly sending 
the text spam promos to subscribers to regis- 
ter with the NTC. This will serve as basis for 
an application with the Department of Trade 
and Industry that grants permits to allow 
companies to advertise promos. 

“Non-compliance and/or violation of any 
ofthe provision of this circular and other rele- 
vant laws, rules and regulations of this Com- 
mission shall subject the violator/respondent 
to cancellation or suspension of [mobile 
phone operators] provisional authority or 
certificate of public convenience and necessi- 


usiness lt 


uilt iy 


ty or cancellation or suspension of [content 
providers) certificate of registration and im- 
position of the appropriate fines and penal- 
ties,” the NTC revised guideline stated. 

It also said that mobile phone operators 
and content providers will be blacklisted if 
they're found violating the agency's rules. 

“Blacklisted mobile phone operators and 
content providers shall not be allowed to send 
any push/broadcast message,” the NTC said. 

The revised guideline also stressed that all 
complaints received by the NTC will be acted 
upon within 30 days. 

Content providers registered with the NTC 
will be allowed to send promotional broad- 
cast text messages to subscribers, according 
to the NTC. 

Sending of spam text messages is now pro- 
hibited, the agency added. Push or broadcast 
messages is, however, allowed to be sent only 
once and should be free of charge, the agency 
noted. 

NTC Deputy Commissioner Jorge Sarmien- 
10 said that the mobile phone operators and 
content providers have until May 11, 2006 to 


make comments on the proposed revised 
guideline. 

“We intend to have this guideline after May 
11," Sarmiento told Infotech. The revised 
guideline also proposes the creation of a 
Clearinghouse “to monitor the sending of 
push/broadcast messages." 

For suspected spam text messages, sub- 
scribers are instructed to forward the spam 
message to 682, which is an NTC system used 
asa clearinghouse. 

“At the end of the message, type a slash (/) 
symbol and without any space, type the num- 
ber or name of the message sender and send 
to 682; Subscribers will receive an auto reply 
that message has been sent to the NTC (682). 
After verifying that the message sent is a spam 
message, the Commission shall direct the con- 
cerned mobile phone operator or content 
provider to refund the recipient of the spam 
message of the charges incurred," the revised 
guideline said. 

The NTC will then send a text message to 
the subscriber informing him or her of the ac- 
tion taken by the agency. 


Tech Support and 
Maintenance 
for SMBs: 
Prevention and Cure 


By Ricky Banaag, Country Manager, 
Intel Microelectronics Philippines, Ine. 


Investment in information technology by sal and medi 
um business (SMB) in Asin is skyrocketing. Aer weather 
ing the economie downtum, SMBs are now looking to grow 
their business using informasion technology (IT) wih an= 
iyss predicting a remarkable increase o 19% in SMB tech- 
ology spending 20047 However, buying hardware is oniy 
tbe firs step. The way this technology is managed will great- 
Iy ofleet how probe the investment wll be. 

Support and maintenance costs SMDS a great deal of ine 
and money. According to Gartner, the purchase price ofa new, 
personal computer (PC) accounts oronly 2010 30 por cem of 
{he cal cost of owning that PC, with the rest going o sup- 
Porting and maintaining this hardware? These support coss 
fise subsamialiy for oder systems, driving up the opera- 
tional expenses that comprise most of the 70 10 80 per cent of 
the lotat cost ofowning a computer? 

‘With IT investment surging and system complexity ine- 
creasing, IT support i eri io all businesses, System 
lowatime oen alie o los business. So how should an 
SMB cfccicly manage is IT system? 

The Quick Cure 

When you's ill you usually soe a doclor, W you're lech- 

nology shows symptoms ofa gic, cll your “digia doctor”, 
"yur IT vendor help desk. low nee some tips to siste 
help desk echniian assess and fix he problem: — ^79 
Right problem right person 

The most portant element to remember when aking to 
a helpdesk is patience! Just as your doetor takes time to wall 
through your symptoms before developing a diagnosis, help 
desk techni must iso wal through your ystems symp- 
ions Try tobe patient as the technician assesses your prob- 
leon od identifies a solution. 

‘Occasionally, the help desk technician muy require a sec- 
ont opinion to accurately pin poine he canse of the problem. 
Jast as yoo would seck be advice of n medicul specialist, 
“ont bean wo mk for assistance from a higher level eng 
Toer or manager if need I can sometimes save quite a bit 
ortie. 

Keep Derailed Logs 

‘Like doctors Keep recon of your medical history, keep 
record each of your tesa problems and the solutions of 
fered by the helpdesk. Te efort spent documenting prob- 
Jems cn help reduce the entem costs of your system sup- 
port, as you will know how to resolve these problems if they 

spin 

No onc ikes is why the healthcare con 
cxptol prevent "ure is proving in popular- 
i. Most people would ther avoid geting sick, aer han 
visiting a doctor on a regalar basis. Adopting a preventive 
approach siso werk for chaolagy systems. In the case of 
tecinology prevention stants wih good technology planning- 
Below nre a few considerations to help prevent system down 
time ad rede maimenance costs 
Regular PC Replacement Program 

Regardless of brand, your technology should be curren. 
Toe optim lifecycle thee years for a desktop PC and 
two years for nocbonks. Beyond tis timeframe, maime- 
Tance and upgrades ean cost more than replacing the entire 
PC! Mimay sound strange, but without scheduling regular up- 
dues, companies tend to practice a "emsh and bumn” aps. 
proach to IT maintenance. Dy replacing computes only: 
Shen they fail, they mo only miss out on the produetivity, 
ins of more currens compuners, but they ls wind up wir 
rers of different hardware confguniions and ouf die 
Sofware, costing more in ongoing mainenanee long term, 
‘Orchestrating technica? support for such n haphazard system. 
wil be a full time job, even if yow only have a few ofthese 
sling computers. 


O Why buy the bes PCT can afford? 

AE A stlficinty power, balanced system allows 
lias 10 operate eecively. For exumple, PCS 
‘Siuipped vat the atest technologies such as the Treh 
Pent D proceso enables users to multis and 
ess buckground tasks more etic. With two p 
Sor ores a PC ean handle more applications or programs 
S one ime. This mens, more system rniensnee such 
s viras software, backap end indexing, ean occur while 
ou are doing work, eich means less ie spent on the 
Phone ting 1o fix problems. 

lecsus apng computers cnt bande complex appli- 
«ations, they con bea huge FT bunden, This sidetachs you 
from your coe bises responsibilities and inreses 

atenunce overhead, lending to more complex und 

iy system. Th 


Tane. Time, human resources and componen prs a 


Keeping your system xinple 
Keeping your system simple by stundardzing hardware’ 
and solvat: ean lower the suppo coss in Ue long un. 
Tinaginchow mich lime and eot is wasted reinventing he 
‘noe if ou need to troubleshoot the sane problem of your 
PCs from diferent mnmifacures 
Conchsion 
Managing un IT system souk be loked at isan oppor 
sity nota borden. When your system is ung smoothly, its 
benefits cuan be underestimated. A study in the US. found. 
tht 93% of ll companies that lost har dta for LO days of 
moro fled or honky within que year of ie disaster, Aj 
fall shutdown like ti is uncommon: t usually ony esas 
when à company does itle o noting vo maintain their LI 
rsen inar A Hie dovete enn be all e hne you 
Compattos eed to move In. Dut wth hese simple male 
ence technique, you willbe alend of te gene > 
m— propery fairs. 
‘nay ea primos coats eer 2004 op 
n ICE Si Mer dn ded 
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The Board of Directors, Officers and Staff of 


E. THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE 


extend its deepest sympathy and condolence 
to the bereaved family of 


Francisco Villaroman 


Dire ctor of the PSE Board from 1994 to 2006 


who peacefully joined his Creator 
on May 3, 2006. 


His remains will be cremated 
after a final Mass is celebrated 
2 p.m. on Wednesday, May 10, 2006 
at the Loyola Memorial Chapel, Guadalupe, Makati City. 


sl | on the 12th Death Anniversary of 
20% B/E D/P 


E S ag * ISAIAS P. DIMAYA 


534-921 * 531-1384" 53 -0395 * (046) 417-3115 EET. 
(0920) 950-4626 * (0917) 855-7881 * (0920) 961-2418 who joined his Creator on May 8, 1994 


gaan (0820) RSGHOME * (0920) 914-0002 * ww.quevent.com *hhi@gueventcom | 


His family requests relatives, friends and the pious readers to pray for 
the eternal repose of his soul and to remember him always in their prayers. 


Grab your copy NOW ‘WANTED! Holy Masses will be offered in his memory at the following churches: 
and get that DB! SUG WED 


. job In the | GENSET Me cree Church May 8, 6:30 AM 
USA! (500,750 & 1000 KVA Lourdes Church May 8, 6:30 AM 


{Tel no: 632-1010 loc 651 Quezon City 
Immaculate Conception Parish Church May 8, 6:30 AM 
Available at all: 20% DISCOUNT! 7211 West Talcott Avenue 


‘Automatic Chicago, Illinois 60621 
Transmission 


pene tne St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church May 8, 6:45 AM 
Steering services Scott Road, Burbank, California 


Wnreperei St. Finnbar Church May 8, 6:30AM 


35 West Ave. OC Olive Ave., Burbank, CA. 
TING. Ave, OC 


peces preme eeepc remate Guardian Angel Cathedral May 8, 12:05 PM 
| 3€ AAEE Seterusestes Dui racenra | meme seit Eas verts. Neves 
ww oncyeies.com PAWN'BUY"SEI Sto. Domingo Parish Church May 8, 7:00 AM 


JEWELRY Quezon Ave., Quezon City 
WATCHES 


 889-7956/894-0282 


(2) ARCHITECTS 


* Newly graduates || ['BUY'SELL'PAWN 
Iur s More CI d Ad 
ias wonpenadocas, | | QA WATCHES ore Classirie s 
Shae ana Mato Protshop 

email: info@aleren.not ne | JEWELRY on Page A235 

fax 0096614550712 mraeg] | HIGHEST APPRAISAL 

website : http://www.alaren.net EATERS | 8040484/8342886 


Fast decision. 10-year fixed. 
Rock-bottom rates. 
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` P10,665 


* Rates apply only for new term loan releases and purpose is acquisition, 
construction or refinancing. Rates are subject to change without prior notice. 


** For every loan amount of P1,000,000 for 20 years. 
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Filipino 
pleads guilty to hacking 
faces imprisonment 


By Erwin Lemuel Oliva 
Contributor 


FILIPINO JEFFRIC CARLOS ABIERA, 22, HAS 
pleaded guilty to violating the E-commerce Law, 
and now faces possible imprisonment from one 
to two years, court records showed. 

Wearing a sky blue polo shirt, jeans and sneak- 
ers during his arraignment, Abiera became the 
second hacker to be convicted in a Philippine 
court. The first Filipino to be convicted of hacking 
was JJ Maria Giner. 

Following several postponements of Abiera’s ar- 
raignment, Judge Alfredo Ampuan of Branch 33 of 
the Metropolitan Trial Court of Quezon City recom- 
mended that Abiera be sentenced to one to two years 
of imprisonment and a minimum fine of P100,000. 

After Abiera pleaded guilty in court, the judge 
asked him to reconsider his decision, noting the 
weight of the crime. But the soft-spoken Abiera 
was unperturbed and reiterated his plea. 

A former call center agent, Abiera reportedly 
used a Sitel Phil. Corp. system to illegally secure 
credit card information from sister firm Sistel USA, 
court records showed. 

“Documentary evidence further shows that re- 
spondent Abiera as a call center agent of Sitel Philip- 
pines gained entry into the computer system of the 
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credit card processing company affliated with Sitel 
which IP addresses he accessed without authority or 
consent from the owner in order to acquire credit 
card information,” a copy of the resolution from the 
Department of Justice (DoJ) indicated. 

He is said to have committed the crime on De- 
cember 7, 2005, December 19, 2005, and January, 
17, 2006, which was the same day of his entrap- 
ment and arrest, a copy of the DoJ resolution 
signed by state prosecutor Geronimo Sy said. 

‘He used the stolen credit card information to 
make several online purchases initially amounting 
to $87.60 and then $567.59 at an e-commerce 
website. The goods were then requested to be de- 
livered to Abiera's address in San Juan, Metro 
Manila. Both purchases were disputed by the cred- 
it card holder, which raised suspicions of fraud. 

Court records showed that a certain Mary Fe 
Hasan, president of Fastnet Communications, was 
among the early complainants whose affidavit 
was eventually used by the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation and the Department of Justice to sub- 
sequently file criminal charges against Abiera. 

Abiera has paid a fine of P100,000 which was 
set by the local court. 

„State Prosecutor Sy said that this case is another 
victory for government, which is pursuing 25 cases 
of violation of the E-commerce Law to date. 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


CABS ARE HARDEST TO FIND ON RAINY 
days and Sundays, especially in central busi- 
ness districts like Makati City. Queues are of- 
ten long at taxi stands and if people are lucky 
to find a cab outside of the queue, they are of- 
ten forced to pay a “fixed” price after much 
heated debates with drivers. 

Hailing a cab or a taxi in Metro Manila is 
both a frustrating and depressing exercise. 
But people have no choice but to deal with it. 

Given this problem, people at MobileArts, a 
Philippine mobile solutions company, have 
started contemplating on developing a solu- 
tion that marries text messaging and location- 
based service, now available as a means to 
track down stolen vehicles in the country. 

“This isa hailing service for taxis,” said Elmar 
Gomez, chief operating officer of MobileArts. 

With a mature market for text-based ser- 
vices in the country, Gomez said that it was 
but natural for them to develop an applica- 
tion that would allow people to use their mo- 
bile phones to hail a cab. 

“Initially, we want to target 1,000 taxi 
drivers, and limit the service to the central 
business districts,” the executive added. 

Aptly called “TaxiTXT,” the soon-to-be- 
launched text service is currently being tested 
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25 E-commerce 
law violation 
cases lined up | 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


AT LEAST 25 CASES RELATED TO 
violation of Republic Act 8792, also 
known as the Electronic Commerce 
Law, is pending with the Depart- 
ment of Justice, a state prosecutor 
told INQ7.net following Thursday's 
conviction of a local Filipino hacker 
in court. 

State Prosecutor Geronimo Sj 
disclosed that the DoJ is also sched- 
uled to lodge another case in court 
by end of May 2006. 

He is confident that government is 
set to "score a big one" in the next 
case. 

Meanwhile, Sy said that the con- 
viction of Filipino hacker JJ Maria 
Giner in a local court has served as 
a deterrent to more attacks. 

“We've seen attacks on govern- 
ment websites go down following 
the news of conviction,” he said. 

Sy revealed that Giner who ap- 
plied for probation to avoid a jail 
term is back in lloilo studying law. 

On Thursday Filipino Jeffric 
Carlos Abiera, 22, pleaded guilty to 
violating the E-commerce Law, and 
now faces possible imprisonment 
from one to two years, court 
records showed. 

Abiera became the second hacker 


tobe convicted in Philippine courts. 


Hailing a cab through text messaging 


by the local company. 

‘According to Gomez, the service works this 
way: taxi drivers can register with the service. 
They are asked to provide general informa- 
tion such as their name, plate number, and 
body number, among others. The drivers can 
then send a text message, “Text PILA” to a cer- 
tain number, which is actually a computer 
server maintained by MobileArts. This text 
message initiates a virtual queue. 

‘Customers, on the other end, need to send a 
text message "TAXI TO <destination>" to a cer- 
tain number. The destination need not be specif- 
ic, Gomez sald. The system then determines the 
nearest registered taxi driver then alerts him. 

Once the taxi driver is alerted, the system 
then initiates a chat between the driver and 
the potential customer. 

“All numbers are not revealed to protect a 
customer's privacy." the executive said. 

The whole exercise will cost drivers and 
customers around P7.50 per transaction, 
Gomez said. 

“For taxi drivers, this will help them save on. 
gas because they can just wait for customers 
to hail them via text. Some call-a-taxi services 
charge at least P50," he said. 

MobileArts is currently recruiting more taxi 
drivers to use its service. 

“The challenge right now is whether or not 
they'll use it,” said Gomez. 


Globe. offers commercial ‘3.5G’ 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


AYALA-OWNED GLOBE TELECOM UNVEILED 
its commercial “3.5G" service days after rival 
‘operator Smart Communications announced 
the commercial availability of its 3G service in 
the country. 

3G or third generation mobile services is a 
high-speed mobile network that allows sub- 
scribers to make video calls, watch streaming 
videos or television, and browse the Internet 
at speeds comparable to broadband, wired In- 
ternet. 

3.5G, however, is the next evolutionary 
step toward a faster network that uses what 
the industry calls High Speed Downlink Pack- 
et Access or HSDPA. 

Globe executives on Wednesday said that 
the commercial HSPDA service is now avail- 
able to local consumers following a soft 
launch on March 30, 2006. 

While HSDPA handsets are not yet avail- 
able in the local market, Globe said it has al- 
ready signed up clients to the service. 

This service, which competes with Philip- 
pine Long Distance Telephone's WeRoam ser- 
vice, allows users to connect their notebooks 
or laptops to a HSDPA network using a PCM- 
CIA network card worth 13,000 to 15,000, ac- 
cording to Patricio Pineda III, head of busi- 
ness planning of Globe Telecom's wireless 
group. 

Globe Telecom is offering HSDPA service 
for a monthly fee of about P2,000, which pro- 
vides unlimited wireless Internet connection 
to Globe Telecom's HSPDA network. 

“This is really more for laptop users,” Pine- 
da added. 

‘On March 2006, Smart Communications 
gave local media a peek into its HSDPA ser- 
vice but noted that the commercial launch 
will happen within the year. 

Meanwhile, Gerardo Ablaza, Globe Tele- 
com President and Chief Executive Officer, 
announced that the operator will also price 
its 3G services at the same level of its 2G ser- 
vice. 

"Our pricing philosophy is to make 3G 
more alfordable, he said, adding that 
Globe market studies showed that local con- 
sumer behavior on 3G service tends to be 


“short-duration usage.” 

"We call that usage snacking so we made 
our 3G snacking pricing the best in the mar- 
ket,” the Globe executive said. 

Pineda said that 3G video calls will cost 
around P4.50 to P6.50 a minute among Globe 
subscribers. 

The cost of downloading on 3G content 
will also cost .15 centavos per kilobyte, which 
is the same price charged using the General 
Packet Radio Service or GPRS network, he 
added. 

For streaming video, Globe will charge sub- 
scribers PS per minute. "There will be no daily 
fees, viewing fees," he added. 

Pineda said that Globe has around 100,000 
Globe subscribers using 3G-enabled hand- 
sets. 

During a press conference, Ablaza said that 
Globe is investing around $100 million for its 
nationwide rollout of the 3G and HSPDA net- 
‘works over the next few years. 

Globe has bought equipment from Nokia, 
Ericsson and Siemens for its 3G and HSPDA 
network, Pineda added. 

“Given the nature of our economy in the 
Philippines, there is the challenge on how to 
make 3G services affordable to this market,” 
Ablaza said. 

HSDPA is a mobile technology that im- 
proves the downlink speeds of 3G networks 
using the wideband CDMA (WCDMA) stan- 
dard. The mobile industry says that HSPDA is 
part of an evolutionary path of 3G enhance- 
ments. 

The GSM Association, for one, said that 
HSDPA boosts the air interface capacity of 
WCDMA networks by two times and delivers 
wp to five-fold increase in downlink data 
speeds or up to 1.6 Mbps with peaks of up to 
1.8 Mbps. 

Tt shortens round-trip time between net- 
work and terminals and reduces variance in 
downlink transmission delay. 

While the current 3G allows web browsing 
and music and video downloads using the 
newer handsets, HSDPA is a faster version of 
3G. It will boost throughput in the 3G net- 
Works, allowing applications like motion 
video streaming, advanced multiplayer 
games, and parallel voice-data-video ser- 
vices. 
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Churning out $6B 
worth of ideas yearly 


To ensure consumers get best technology 


By Stella O. Gonzales 


BEWJING—“INNOVATION IS AT THE HEART 
ofthe company's success." 

‘This was how Craig Mundie, Microsoft 
Corp:s chief technical officer for advanced 
strategies and policy, described the role of re- 


„search in the company. 


Mundie, who reports to Microsoft chair Bill 
Gates, said they wanted to ensure that only 
the most advanced technologies find their 
way to their customers. This is why Microsoft 
invests about $6 billion annually, or about 17 
percent of its revenue, in research and devel- 
opment. 

‘The company is in the world’s top 10 in 
R&D investment. 

‘Mundie was in Beijing to attend Microsoft 
Research (MSR) Asia's Innovation Day 2006 
that showcased more than 30 never-before- 
seen technologies in search, digital entertain- 
ment, multimedia and user interface tech- 
nologies. 

MSR employs more than 700 people in five 
laboratories located in Redmond, Washing- 
ton; Silicon Valley, California; Cambridge, 
England; Being, China and Bangalore, In- 

ia. 

Tt also has hundreds of interns. The MSR 
Asia office in Beijing currently has 250 in- 
terns—a large number are from Chinese uni- 
versities; others are from the US and other 
countries. 

Hsiao-Wuen Hon, MSR Asia assistant man- 


aging director, said that of around 2,200 in- 
terns who have worked in the Beijing office 
since it was established in November 1998, 
around 70 were subsequently hired by the 
company. The rest went back to their respec- 
tive countries where they put into use their 
learnings from the company. 

"Some were even hired by the competi- 
tion," Hon said, smiling. 


Maturing lab 

MSR Asia managing director Harry Shum 
said the Asia Pacific office has so far produced 
201 technology transfers, including innova- 
tions found in Windows Live, Microsoft Office. 
2003 and Windows Vista, among other prod- 
ucts. 

“As the lab continues to mature, we will see 
an increasing number of technologies making 
their way into Microsoft products to the bene- 
fit of Microsoft customers around the world,” 
Shum said. 

MSR is like other R&D institutions with an 
“academic environment” that employs an 
open research culture subjected to peer re- 
view. Researchers produce papers that are 
subjected to intensive review by their peers 
not only in Microsoft but in other companies 
aswell. 

MSR Asia has so far published 1,200 papers 
for conferences and journals, sharing results 
of its work with the research community and 
the public, which in turn fosters innovation. 
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Preparing 


employees for life 
after retirement 


JUST LIKE BIRTH, TAXES AND 
death, retirement is in- 
evitable—the natural culmina- 
tion of a career especially when 
one is formally employed. Sadly, 
however, the transition that ac- 
companies retirement can be jar- 
ring if not outright devastating, 
so that there is a need to prepare 
properly for this major life 
change. 

“planning for the retirement of 
employees is an important priori- 
ty for us, especially because of 
our companys high retention 
rate,” says Renee Valdez, Recruit- 
ment, Learning and Employee 
Programs Head of Nestlé Philip- 
pines Inc. (NPI). 

Nestlé has more than 3,000 
employees nationwide. The 
firm's average employee turnover 
between the years 2000 to 2005 
was only five to six percent, with 
the average age of the work force 
currently 37 to 38 years old. The 
retirement age at NPI is 60 years 
old. The average number of years 
employed at retirement is 25 


amount. 


Fritz Adorable, the company's 
Corporate Compensation Bene- 
fits and Policies head who over- 
sees retirement administration, 
says NPI is perhaps the only ma- 
jor consumer firm in the country 
with both noncontributory and 
contributory retirement plans. 


Noncontributory plan 

Started in 1968, the Nestlé 
noncontributory plan covers all 
of the company's regular employ- 
ees. Under the plan, only the 
‘company contributes to the re- 
tirement fund, which is set aside 
to pay for the retirement benefits 
of the retiring employees. An em- 
ployee who has reached the nor- 
mal retirement age of 60 will 
have the option of either getting a 
lump sum or a pension. 

“The noncontributory retire- 
ment plan is a defined benefit 
plan. This means that each em- 
ployee knows exactly what he or 
she will receive upon retire- 
ment," says Fritz. “For example, a 
retiring employee with 30 years 
of service will receive two 
months salary per year of service. 
1f he opts for a monthly pension, 
and depending om his years of 
service, the pension could ap- 
proximate his net take-home pay 
as an employee.” 

NPI is also one of the very few, 
if not the only consumer compa- 
ny in the Philippines that offers 
the option of a pension. Other 
firms normally provide only a 
E z 


ment.” 


lump sum retirement benefit. | 
Nestlé’s pension, if opted for in 
the noncontributory plan, con- 
tinues even after the retired em- 
ployee's death, with 60 percent 
allotted for the spouse for life or 
until she re-marries, and 15 per- 
cent for each legitimate, unem- 
ployed, single dependent child 
under the age of 21. With the 
pension applicable to a maxi- 
mum of four children, it can add- 
up to 120 percent of the original 


Contributory plan 

"Since most employees have fi 
nancial obligations, they usually 
opt for a lump sum payment under 
the noncontributory plan,” Fritz 
explains. “This is one of the major 
reasons why Nestlé Philippines 
started a contributory retirement 
plan which is purely voluntary on 
the partof the employees.” 

Under Nestle's contributory re- 
tirement plan, the company and 
the employee both contribute toa 
retirement fund. 
years. Fritz explains that the contribu- 
tory retirement plan is separate 
from, and is a supplement to the 
moncontributory retirement plan. 
“T provides the retiree an addition- 
al fund which he can use to address 
financial contingencies and matur- 
ing obligations that he would like 
to settle upon retirement.” 

It was only a few years ago 
when NPI began to establish con- 
tributory retirement plans at vari- 
ous work sites in cooperation 
with its labor unions, and today 
has seven such plans operating in 
the company's different bargain- 
ing units. "Based on collective 
bargaining agreements, 
contributory plan is negotiable 
and has the nature of a savings 
plan," says Fritz. "Right now the 
contribution of employees is 
three percent of monthly base 
salary, which NPI matches with 
an equivalent amount. The retire- 
ment fund is invested by a fund 
trustee to ensure that it continues 
to grow and thus help provide for 
the financial needs of our em- 
ployees at the time 6f their retire- 


From employment 
toretirement 

"To prepare employees for re- 
tirement, Renee says Nestlé con- 
ducts its retirement orientation 
program called "Change and 
Care" a year or so before one’s re- 
tirement date. The objective of 


each 
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‘THE PHILIPPINE MINING ACT 
of 1995 (RA 7942) authorizing 
the full resumption of mining ac- 
tivities in the country is arguably 
‘one of the most controversial 
pieces of legislation in recent 
memory. The Supreme Court has 
affirmed the constitutionality of 
this law in 1997, but the contro- 
vérsy surrounding it rages on. 

That the full implementation 
of the Mining Act will bring about 
immediate economic benefits to 
the country is without question. 
Equally important, however, if 
hot even more so, are its associat- 
ed costs. 

„1n arguing for the resumption 
bÈ mining in the country support- 
eis of the law appear to have giv- 
en too much emphasis on the 
short-run economic benefits from 
mining, which are all too real, but 
have downplayed its longer-last- 
irig but less obvious dreadful con- 
Sequences. 

The immediate danger to life 
ahd limb arising from accidents 
nd direct physical contamina- 
tion from toxic effluents is just 
one of the costs of mining. Even 
inore devastating are its longer- 
listing negative effects on the 
‘country's productive capacity. 

What lies under the surface of 
the earth is a very complex 
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Reflections on the mining issues 


ecosystem that is not fully under- 
stood by many. Digging for min- 
eral wealth deep in the bowels of 
the earth disrupts a very delicate 
balance, and will most certainly 
trigger-off a chain of largely un- 
predictable consequences the full 
impact of which will not material- 
ize until several generations into 
the future. For example, the ef- 
fects of toxic wastes on fresh wa- 
ter supplies has long been docu- 
mented as the root cause of the 
total disappearance (or what 
Jared Diamond calls "collapse") 
of entire societies. 

The potential negative impact 
of mining and all other forms of 
extractive activities on the 
country's future capacity to pro- 
duce is a cost that will be borne 
by future generations for the 
wanton acquisitiveness of the 
present generation. Think of the 
string of natural disasters that 
this country has recently wit- 
nessed, and the loss of wealth 
and human lives that they have 
brought upon thousand of com- 
munities. These are the costs 
that the present and future gen- 
erations are paying for the folly 
and irresponsibility of genera- 
tions past. 

Supporters of mining activities. 
in the country such as the Man- 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


Dr. Niceto S. 
Poblador 


agement Association of the 
Philippines (MAP) are fully 
aware of the painful tradeofis. 
However, they believe that the 
firm and forceful implementation 
of the regulatory measures pre- 
scribed by the Act will prevent the 
‘damage typically associated with 
mining that we have experienced 
inthe past. 

1 think that this assumption is 
too sanguine. What reasons have 
‘we to suppose that this time, gov- 
ernment regulation will be more 
effective? Exactly the same regu- 
latory system is in place. Exactly 
the same people are in position. 
And the same self-serving reasons 
for pursuing interests other than 
those of society prevail at all lev- 
els of our hopelessly inept and 
unreliable regulatory and admin- 
istrative systems. 

MAP and other like-minded 
professional organizations are to 
be commended for offering their 
services to help oversee the im- 


plementation of the safety pr 

sions of the Mining Act. While 
their credibility and professional 
capability in providing useful in- 
puts for this purpose is beyond 
doubt, it is too optimistic to as- 
sume that MAP or any other simi- 


* larly concemed organization can 


be an effective factor in insuring 
that the environmental costs as- 
sociated with mining are put 
within reasonable limits. 

The reason, plain and simple, 
is the deeply rooted conflict of 
interests among the different 
stakeholders. Those who are 
identified with the indus- 
try—and these include the gov- 
ernment regulators themselves 
who are supposed to serve the 
interests of society!—are ex- 
pected to favor mining because 
itis in their personal interests to 
do so. (In institutional eco- 
nomics, this is known as the 
agency or incentive problem, 
aka. as "moral hazard.) 
Moreover, people closely associ- 
ated with the industry possess 
critical information that they 
are loath to share with MAP or 
anybody else. Under these cir- 
cumstances, there can be no 
meaningful collaboration 
among all concerned parties. 

In corporate governance, one 


way around the incentive prob- 
lem is to put in place reward 
mechanisms intended to co- 
align the interests of the owners 
of the firm and those of their ap- 
pointed agents. No such mecha- 
nism exists in public-sector gov- 
ernance. Under existing institu- 
tional arrangements, there can 
be no effective regulation of min- 
ing and other extractive indus- 
tries that will insure that the 
long-run interests of society are 
served. 

Rather than offer their over- 
sight services to those who are di- 
rectly involved with the industry 
such as the Philippine Chamber 
of Mines, the Bureau of Mines, 
and the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources, 
MAP and other similarly inclined 
organizations must first legit 
imize their mandate through ap- 
propriate legislation. In this way, 
at least grudging collaboration 
from those whose interests are 
tied to the industry can be ob- 
tained. 

The problem is far more com- 
plex than many of us are inclined 
to believe. I think that the deci- 
sion to go full blast on min- 
ing—no pun intended—is a hasty 
one. Many questions remain 
unanswered: Where exactly in 
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the country should mining be al- 
lowed and to what extent? Will 
the immediate financial gains 
from each mining project be large 
enough to yield profits and tax 
revenues and at the same time 
defray the costs of preserving the 
environment? What are the long- 
run economic implications of cur- 
rent trends in materials develo; 
ment technology? What techni- 
cal, scientific, economic and so- 
cial data and indicators should be. 
developed to insure effective im- 
plementation and monitoring? 
What incentive mechanisms 
should be put in place to insure 
reasonable compliance with reg- 
ulatory constraints at all levels? 
What are the costs associated 
with all these measures? 

All these matters should be giv- 
en serious consideration before 
we even allow the first mining 
shaft to be built. Otherwise, our 
hapless country will be locked 
further into a rut from which it 
can never pull itself out. 

(The article reflects the personal 
opinion of the author and does not 
reflect the official stand of the 
Management Association of the 
Philippines. The author is an active 
academic and a knowledge man- 
agement consultant. Feedback at 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 


RENEE Valdez and Fritz Adorable 


Preparing employees for life ... 


From page B2-1 

the two-day program is to enable a smooth 
transition from employment to retirement. 
The program includes emotional and psycho- 
logical conditioning, including discussing 
positive plans and actions for the future. 


Ties after retirenement 

The program also shares investment advice 
from resource persons such as bank execu- 
tives, and sessions on possible business op- 
tions, like starting a Nestlé Ice Cream parlor 
or Food Services vending, or livelihood semi- 
mars by the Technological Livelihood Re- 
Sources Center (TLRC). Spouses of the retir- 


ing employees are encouraged to attend. 

Nestlé maintains ties with employees be- 
yond retirement. Retirees retain the privilege 
of purchasing goods with discounts from the 
Nestlé Staff Shop located in all work sites and 
are invited to an annual Christmas reunion. 
Children of retirees are given priority consid- 
eration for employment, so that in some cas- 
es, up to three generations of a family are em- 
ployed by Nestlé. 

“Preparing our retirees is a serious effort. 
We would like them to be able to make adjust- 
ments as best as they can, to start other activi- 
ties that continue to fulfill them so they will 


enjoy their retirement,” Renee explains. 


Churning out $6B worth of ideas yearly 


From page B2-1 


“Our best gauge of our success as 
a research facility is the number of 
patents we have filed and how 
many people use as reference our 
papers," said Kurt Akeley, also an as- 
sistant managing director at MSR 
Asia. 

‘Akeley has 14 patents to his name 
and joined Microsoft in 2004. 


Looking for talent 

While there is plenty of talent 
among China's youth, Akeley said 
MSR Asia is on the lookout for high- 
ly talented people with more years 
of experience. 

"We create an environment 
where people are free to generate 
ideas," Akeley said. 


Eager researchers 

Passion was evident in the eyes of 
the researchers who presented to 
members of the Asia Pacific media 
the prototype of their research dur- 
ing the open house. Most were Chi- 
mese who were in their early 20s 
and a few could only speak Man- 
darin. 

All were eager to explain their 


projects. Some were too engrossed 
with the progress of their research, 
they could not figure out how these 
would ultimately help the public at 
large. 

For example, there was the Col- 
or Sketching program that con- 
verts a photograph into a free- 
hand sketch art image. When 
asked what the program might ul- 
timately be used for, the female 
Chinese researcher replied: "For 
greeting cards?" 

Or take Real-Time Rendering of 
Plant Leaves, which produces very 
impressive, life-like graphics of 
leaves as light strikes them, leaving 
shadows on some parts. Its use may 
not be obvious at the start, but 
someone explained later that the re- 
search was important in graphics 
hardware. 

Akeley said MSR Asia does not do 
much of applications research 
What researchers do is build sys- 
tems, and some other office con- 
verts these into applications soft- 
ware. 

So while a program like Real- 
Time Rendering of Plant Leaves 
may not be too exciting to the lay- 
man, the foundations of the re- 


search would be of much use for 
other applications later. 


Right technology 

Of the hundreds of research that 
are produced by its people, how 
does MSR Asia decide which ones 
should be pursued further? 

“Te should be state-of-the-art 
technology; it should benefit the 
users; it should benefit millions of 
people instead of just a few,” said 
Jian Wang, director of MSR Asia's 
Incubation and Multimodal User In- 
terface Groups. 

“We make sure it's the right tech- 
nology for the people,” Wang 
added. 

‘This is why tech fests like Innova- 
tion Day are important to MSR Asia: 
they get immediate feedback on 
their research. 

And do MSR Asia managers have 
“favorite” projects? 

“It’s like asking a parent who his 
favorite is among his children,” 
said Wei-Ying Ma, MSR Asia’s re- 
search manager in the Web Search 
and Data Mining Group. “Each 
child has his own special character- 
istic. One can't really choose a fa- 
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Workaholic CEO 
keeps staff on toes 


From pago B2-4 in teams to draw 
and rely on each 
others’ talents and 
abilities. 

“As a team leader, 
there must be ac 
countability. IF you 
are group head or 
manager, you are 
responsible — for 
drawing out the best. 
from your staff. You 
help him assess 
what should be done 
in a certain situa- 
tion. If somehow he 
gives a poor perfor- 
mance, you should 
be accountable for 
that, too. Mutual 
respect and account- 
ability are very im- 
portant elements in 
of the workplace,” he 

adds. 

For a manager to 
lead his group, he 
must first show his 
personal commit- 
ment and inspire ex- 
cellence, David says. 

"With account- 
ability, if the work 
has been done, the 
rewards and recog- 
nition must come in. 
It would allow the 
employee to be 
proud that he or she 
is part of this institu- 
tion that recognizes 
his or her work," he 
says. 

He admits that 
working with a gov- 
ernment-owned 
bank has its own 
politics but the val- 
ues of professional- 
ism and transparen- 
cy must prevail at all 
costs. 

“The changing 
world needs a new 
mindset and this is 
an openness to 
change. You should 
be malleable, re- 
silient and you 
should be able to 
respond to change. 
Phe says. 


through the elite pro- 
gram for bankers at 
Gitibank’s headquar- 
ters. 

"It was a crucial 
test for us who were 
the first selected 
trainees from the 
rank and file group. 
It was a test whether 
à non-degree holder 
ora person withouta 
perceived pedigree 
could make it into 
the elite world of 
bankers at that 
time," he recalls. 

David trained at 
the New York head- 
quarters with the 
rest of the so-called 
"Golden Boys " 
banking—who were 
chosen because they 
were master degree 
holders from 
renowned us 
schools, including 
Harvard, Stanford, 
UCLA and North- 
western. The pro- 
gram was then re- 
stricted to males 

"It was a one- 
year intensive pro- 
gram from the 
ground. It was a 
challenge to outdo 
each other. To me, it 
is a test and mas- 
tery of one’s self, 
more than anything 
else, because you 
are in a no-mercy 
situation. — Either 
you make it or you 
don't," he narrates. 

He says his 15- 
year experience at 
Citibank ^ molded 
him into a profes- 
sional banker, and it 
kept him overseas 
until 1997. From 
1984 to 1997, David 
was part of the man- 
agement group of 
the Bank of Hawaii, 
Pratt Capital Asia 
Ltd. and Unicorp Fi- 
nance Limited in 
Hong Kong and the 
PT United Bank in 
Indonesia. 

Before that, he had 
brief stints as presi- 
dent and CEO of Pro- 
ducers Bank of the 
Philippines and In- - 
tercorporate Bank. 

He returned to the 
country for good in 
1997 and was named 
CEO and chair of the. 
Export and Industry 
Bank from Se 
ber 1997 to Septem- 
ber 2004. 

Moving from cor- 
porate banking into 
development bank- 
ing meant a change 
in mindsets for 
David. 


The value 
of change 

He says that his 
passion for banking 
and finance has 
deepened and even 
went to new heights 
when he appreciat- 
ed the DBP's man- 
date. 

David considers 
going into develop- 
ment banking as a 
crucial turning point 
in his career. 

“The mindset of a 
corporate banking is 
basically to generate 
profits. With devel- 
‘opment — banking, 
what matters is not 
just your bottom 
line, but also keep- 
ing loan rates acces- 
sible to those in 
need, We have to be 
concerned about 
how our loan portfo- 
lio can make a deep- 
er impact on gener- 
ating employment 
for the country" he 
says. 

He says that this 
commitment to 
DBPs mandate is 
critical in inculcating 
the value of account- 
ability to the DBP se- 
nior managers and 
staff, 

David encourages 
his people to work 
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Pili nut: More than just fo 


LEGAZPI CITY—TAGGED AS THE 
Philippine's almond, pili is at par with 
the macadamia nut of Australia, consid- 
ered by many as a “the prime edible 
nut.” 

Rosemarie Diaz-Battung, owner of 
the 70-year-old Albay Pilinut Candy fac- 
tory in Old Albay District says the nuts 
are used for the delicacies but the fiber 
covering the nutshell can also be eaten. 

“The shell is also a good material in 
firing our antique ovens,” she added. 

‘The Department of Trade and Indus- 
try here says pili (Canarium ovatum) is 
now considered as the country’s most 
important export nut. 

‘Owing to its abundant supply in Bi- 
col, especially in the province of Sorso- 
gon, the National Economic and Devel- 
opment Authority (Neda) declared Sor- 
sogon as the "commodity champion for 

ili" while the Department of Agricul- 
ture referred to pili as “flagship com- 
modity" forthe region. 


Production 

‘Among places like the Southern 
Tagalog, Southern Visayas, Southern 
Mindanao and Caraga province, Bicol is 
amajor pili producer. 

The region accounts for 82 percent of 
national pili production, the bulk of 
which comes from Sorsogon, said DTI- 
Bicol. 

Under the agency's “One Town, One 
Product” (Otop) program, pili was 
identified as the banner product of Sor- 


Electronics 


‘SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS PHILIPPINES 
Inc. posted sales of $300 million last year, 
235 percent year on year increase. 

‘The increase is higher than the 22 
percent jump in sales posted in the 
Southeast Asia and Oceania regions 
from $7.3 billion in 2004 to a record 
$8.9 billion in 2005. Samsung earlier 
announced record global earnings of 
$57 billion leveraging on its semicon- 
ductors and LCD panels. 

Over the past years, Samsung has 
pursued an aggressive marketing 
stance. 

Last Thursday, it held its Samsung 
Digital Partners AV Roadshow where it 
showcased its new range of products 
aimed at getting market leadership in 
digital technology. 

“The digital entertainment land- 


™ 
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sogon City and the municipalities of 
rosin, Bulusan and Sta. Magdalena in 
the same province. 

An average pili tree bears fruit six or 
seven years after planting, with certain 
varieties producing flowers, three to 
four years from planting. 

However, it is only in the seventh or 
eighth year before the tree produces 
around 1,000 to 1,500 nuts. 

Pili trees vary in their fruit-bearing 
capacity, with the older ones giving 
more fruits. 

‘A poor bearer produces 500 fruits or 
less while heavy yielders each gives 
from 3,000 to 5,000 fruits during the 
season. 

‘An average tree produces 33 kilos of 
nuts in one year. 

In Bicol, the pili harvest season be- 
gins in May and ends in September with 
the peak July. In the Visayas, particular- 
ly Samar, harvesting is in October. 

Pili fruits are harvested when 
matured. The maturity index for pili 
mutis the full purplish black pulp of the 
whole nut. 

Harvesting is done once a week or 
twice a month by climbing the tree and 
using a bamboo pole with a wire hook. 

A scissor-hook-type pole was devel- 
oped by the Bicol University College of 
Agriculture and Fisheries here to equip 
gatherers with a better harvesting 
vice. The device has an average picking 
capacity of 25.54 kg per hour—higher 
than the traditional method. 


Proper post-harvest handling of the 
fruits ensures good quality anda longer 
shelf-life of the nuts. 


Non-food applications 

The only known fruit oil of commer- 
cial importance in the world market to- 
day are olive and palm oils but the pili 
kernel is another oil source with a big 
market potential as pili oil is good in the 
manufacture of soaps, pharmaceuticals 
and cosmetics. 

The pili shell can be burned as fuel 
and the charcoal can be used to decol- 
orize sugar, purify air and water, elimi- 
nate jet fumes in airports and be used as 
either a filter or deodorizer. 

The shell can also be pounded and 
mixed with plastics to be fashioned into 
crafts and decorative and souvenir 
items. 

‘Shell granules are good sandblasting 
agents for power generators, an inex- 
pensive replacement for the apricot 
seed hulls which are imported and cost- 
lytoobtain. 

The pili testa or seed coat like coir or 
sawdust can be used as a potting mate- 
rial for growing plants such as orchids 
and anthuriums. 

‘The pili resins, also called “Manila el- 
emi,” can be used as fixative for per- 
fumes, and for the production of lac- 
quers, varnishes, adhesives and phar- 
maceuticals. 

The pili timber is classified as hard- 
wood and can be turned into furniture 
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items and wood panels. ‘ 
Pili trees, strong and resistant tg 
strong winds, are known to be good 
avenue trees owing to their good form 
and cool shade. They are used to line 
highways, parks and playgrounds, 
Unlike deciduous trees, they do nof 
shed their leaves, which means that 
an area lined with pili trees will re- 
main clean and free from dried 
leaves. ? 


Market and economy 
Local food processors absorb almost 
all of the supply of pili herein Bicol. `" 
However, according to the DTI, the 
Philippines is able to export pili nuts to 
the ‘United States, Hawaii, Germany, 
France, Great Britain, Japan and China 
Here in Bicol, pili provides additional 
income to some 13,435 farmers with an 
average of 10 pili trees in their farm 
and to the laborers hired as harvesters, , 
The processing industry generates 
employment for people such as traders; 
processors, assemblers, factory work- 
ers, storekeepers and other services ii 
the industry. e 
A DTI research quoted Richard A 
Hamilton of the University of Hawail 
and also a macadamia breeder who sald 
the current status of pili is equivalent {0 
that of macadamia some 30 years ago, 
by far the clearest indication that the 
pili nut has a great potential of develop: 
ing into a major industry. Ephraim 
Aguilar, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau, = 


firm posts big gains in RP market 


DONG Ha Jang and Spencer Shim of Samsung 


scape is undergoing an unstoppable 
transformation and we are excited to 
lead the revolution in digital conver- 
gence. We pledge to bring about a rich- 
er and more dynamic way of life with 
our breakthrough research and insight 


BUT YOU CAN FIGHT IT. Research indicates that seeking 
early medical treatment can slow down continued hair loss 
and assist in the normal growth of your hair’. 


into the future of digital convergence,” 
Samsung Electronics Philippines Inc. 
head Hyuck Jae Shim told the firm's 
dealers. 

Showcased were its high-definition 
television, audio-visual, and home and 


You can win the war against MPHL or Male Pattern Hair Loss. Through 
the years, a big proportion of the male population has been found to 
have increased levels of DHT (dihydrotestosterone) in the scalp!. It 
disrupts the normal cycle of hair growth?, leaving thousands of 
men with wounded confidence even at an early age. 


Ask your dermatologist about the Hair Fitness Program. You can 
help restore your normal hair cycle and win the war against this 
menace called MPHL. 


mobile entertainment range—the hight 
selling electronics items today. 

Leading the pack of cutting-edge 
technologies at the event is Samsungs 
R7 Series LCD TVs. The sleek panel is 
built with the world's first hidden bar 
type speakers. 

Shim added, “We have seen explo. 
sive growth in the demand for LCD TYS 
in the region lately and the market po- 
tential in Southeast Asia is expected to 
hit $2.4 billion by 2008. In fact, in Jana. 
wary this year, our RS Series has hit the 
million markin unit sales a year after its 
introduction in February 2005. With 
the upcoming World Cup and the timely 
launch of the R7 Series, we are confi» 
dent of capturing the surge in the sales 
of LCD TVs generated by the World Cup 
craze.” 


HELP RESTORE YOUR NORMAL HAIR GROWTH CYCLE 


For more information on the ProHAIR Fi 
You may also send inquiries to fax no. 813-1 172 or email:inquire@prohair-info.com 
ProHAIR is a Healthcare Information Program of € MSD in cooperation with the [v] hilippine Dermatological Society 


itness Program call hotline number 878-6338, 


sm 1994,79703.706 2. Dawber R and sn Neste D. Hair and Scalp Disorders: Common Presenting 
Journal of Dermatology 2002; 12..38-49 4. Shapiro, Hair Loss: Principles of Diagnosis and 
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By Christine A. Gaylican 


DEVELOPMENT BANK OF THE 
Philippines president and chief 
executive officer Reynaldo G 
David has unleashed a new en- 
ergy in the organization that fu- 
eled the bank's growth last 
year. 

Barely a year at the the helm of 
the bank, DBP's earnings shot up 
by 75 percent to P2.8 billion as of. 
October 2005 compared to the 
P1.6 billion earned in the same 
period in 2004. 

A self-confessed workaholic, 
David follows a strict work 

hedule that somehow kept 
the DBP's work force on their 
toes. His staff says that he is the 
kind of boss who would work 

late to finish all his paper- 


Golden Boy 

“I simply believe that one 
should go beyond the tasks as- 
signed to be done," he shares. 
“The true work of a CEO is to 
Bring the experience into the 
table and show the best way as 
io how tasks should be done. 
This would make it easier for 

thers to follow and perform the 

anles mandate and profession- 
alize development banking 
the country.” 


Best Born 
2005" 
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Once again PLOT 


DAVID 


David says he develo 
work ethic at Citiba 
received extensive training. 

He was one of the few bank 
who graduated from the 
Citibank’s Executive Develop- 
ment Program in 1964. After 
earning his degree from Dela 
Salle University and passing the 
board for Certified Public Ac- 
countants, David was hired by 
Citibank. Less than a year later, 
David and his-three other col- 
leagues were chosen to go 

WORKAHOLIC/B3 


has won international recognition for business excellence 
Communications, Inc., PLDT has been. cited as the Best Managed Company i 
Finance Asia, a leading regional financial magazine. PLDT has also bee 
consecutive year by the same publication. Meanwhile, 
the Best Emerging Market Carrier for the third straight year 


ONE OF THE BIGGEST TEMPTATIONS LEAD- 
ers of successful organizations face is to stop 
thinking big. After 

best and brightest 

think complacently. When a company gets on 
a roll, some leaders tighten up and start pl 
ing it safe. They stop playing to win and begin 
playing not to lose. Where they once thought 
big and new, now they think incremental 

"This temptation is a reality with al 
sports teams. How many times have we 
teams lose their momentum and then 
game because instead of playing to win, they 
began to play not to lose? They get ahead, but 
then they pull back and stop playing with the 
intensity that earned them the lead. 

The same temptation traps company execu- 
tives. With the organization exceeding expecta- 
tions and making record profits the leadership 
ges excited. The organization appears to be 
Cruising toward its best year ever, when all of a 
sudden the focus shifts from gaining momentum 
to sustaining momentum. The moment leader- 
ship changes focus, momentum vanishes. 

T like to think of momentum as the great ex 
aggerator When you have it, people think 

re better than you are. You're on a roll and 
Whe 
you lose momentum, people think youre 
worse than you are. Momentum magnifies 
your performance, and posit 
tan bea potent force to push you 

When things are on a roli, don't sit on the 
ball—run up the score! In other words, when 
you've got momentum going for you, put the 

xdal to the metal. Take off. Ignite momen- 

in “Thinking for a Change, 
"We are today where our thoughts brought 
us, and we will be tomorrow where our 
thoughts take us.” When we stop thinking big 
as leaders and dwell upon protecting past 
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Workaholic CEO 
keeps staff on toes 


A LEADER'S WAY 


John C. 
faxwell 


successes, we start to think cons 
‘The big thoughts that gave us a big year are 
replaced by conservative thoughts which will 
give us a mediocre year. 
Let me give you four strategies that will keep 
your momentum moving in the right direction. 
1. When you're doing well, go shopping. 
When you're doing well, instead of patting 
yourself on the back, go shopping. Look 
around for somebody that’s bigger, better, 
faster, and smarter than you are. Study their 
successes and benchmark your results against 
theirs. I did this as a young leader, 
very quickly in my field 1 had succes 
stead of being content as the number one 
leader in my organization, I started going to 
other organizations where I wouldn't be in 
the top 100. It was an exer 
but I immediately realized the way 
wasn't to compare myself against everyo 
was beating, but to compare myself with 
somebody better than 1 wz 
2. Stir up in dissatisfaction. 
Inspirational tion does not mean 
you are never pl tisfied. Nor is it a 
license to beat yourself up or come down hard 
our people. Instead, its a creative aware- 
that you can do better. You can do more 
to improve personally and to invest exhaus- 
h of your team. This state of 
'omfort zone and prompts 
you tokeep on stretching. 


Best Emerging 


MONDAY, MAY 8, 2006 


3. Develop a daily dose of paranoia. 

"There's a difference between a daily dose» 
and an overdose of paranoia, An overdose; 
makes you and everyone around you miser- 
able. A daily dose is an inner rustling—a peb- 
ble in the shoe—that creates just enough dis- 
comfort to keep you continually alert and en- 
gaged. In fact, the best leaders act as though 
someone is out to get them, like they're on the: 
verge of losing every customer every 

4. Continue to set goals that stretch your 
team. 

Ifyou can reach your goals with a “business 
as usual” approach, then your goals are too 
small. A goal is only effective when it forces 
changes, big decisions and bold action. 

The thinking of a leader is contagious to 
the team. Asa leader, you broadcast your way 

king to your people, and they are going 

up on your signals immediately. Un- 
ful leaders focus their thinking on su 
1 can just make it through the year. 

Average leaders focus their thinking on main- 

“If 1 can just hold on to what 1: 

ssful leaders focus their thinking’ 


to pi 


Ifyou'rea manager who cont 
on holding your 
ward, then 


entrates more 
wn than on moving for- 
"s time to seize the offensive. 
Don’t settle for what conditions force upon 
you. As Marcus Buckingham says, "The only 
thing that leaders have in common is leaders. 
break all the rules." Great leaders don't just 
buy into what everybody else is saying, and. 
they don't follow the beaten path. Great lead- 
ers are constantly creating their own cond 
tions for success by blazing new trails. 

For information on John Maxwell’ in-house 
or public leadership or teamwork workshops, 
please e-mail maxwell@inspire.ph or call 813- 
2732/03. Text God bles 
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Market Camier d 


Along with its wireless subsidiary Smart 
the country for the third straight year by 
n adjudged Best in Investor Relations for the 
Telecom Asia, a regional industry publication, has cited PLDT as 

Positive proof that Philippine corporations can 
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* 1 i. XM ZAN All 16 Filipino works à 


were bidded out 

and fetched high prices. 
The auction house says 
the feat was ‘incredible’ 
and showed 
international demand 
or Filipino art 

is growing 


LYDIA Velasco; Fernando 


Amorsolo’s “Under the Mango VELASCO'S “The Flower SPECIAL ECONOMY CLASS 


May £7.23 Wed. To. fr Men d Toes 2-40 
Tree" (left) Vendors" icr Borel tae te 


Ecran beri 
plained. These are young profes. | ZBatsW ht tommatning wii ing tv wee 
sionals who like cutting-edge art- 
works or even artworks that be- 
i d come conversation pieces. They 4 
4 p $ are the reason Sotheby's has in- |: zy P Engish Fluenc 
T $ > * troduced its section on New Con- = deg Boe Personi DW. 
į à à Te temporary Paintings, he added. — |i pM 

The animated participation of zu 

bidders in Sotheby's auctions are] Guuuer TOUSEL Gv anOVE SEED 


1 ? : due to the auction houses suc- | paume fortis tel ecce ag Manan 
Í } 3 5 i. cessful strategy of "offering high- ee Wilma Cruz Tapalla 
insotne y S EX GONE oo | WET mmm 
s 3 jo The tack allows the market to 7 
Easter auction is ee ma 
will go up if it is a good piece,” the 638-8034 
“STILL Life,” by Juvenal Sanso Sotheby's official said. Jack Teotico or 726-8768 


well were Sanso's "Like Jade Jew- 
UL 16 ARTWORKS ose ae 
y nine Filipino jp; “The Flower Vendors,” 
artists included in Romeo Tabuends “The Guitar 

the recent Sotheby's auc- Player" and E. L. Cordova's “Trop- 

tion on Southeast Asian ical Spring.” 

Art in Singapore were Senso two paintings, sold as 


n 5 one lot (Lot 72), raised S$11,400 
Successfully bidded Out. | or almost double the original et 


uri det. bpm Dus eae pree et Airline of the Year 2006 


based "specialist on Southeast ^ p will be recalled that Sanso! 


‘Asian Att works were first introduced into 
He said the 100-percent sale of the auction house in its 20th An- 
Filipino works showed there WS niversary sale of Southeast Asian 
a strong international demand paintings last October, in which 
E ng generated Deas 28 x 38° acrylic on 
$8537240, or P1719100 at Gi epo ^ sek foci eon 
urent exchange rales. ‘Velasco's work sold at 2% 
Femando Amorsolo’s "MY times the original estimate, also a 
Daughter in Native Dress,” a record for a first-timer at a Sothe- 
SeV 272" workin oil on can: bys auction 
vas, which was estimated to sell y "M 
at $$50,000-70,000, brought in S icon ee fuss 
$$174000. ow side estimate at S$9,600. It 
The painting ranked among had been initially estimated at 
the Top 10 highest-priced paint- $$4,000-6,000. 
ings in the Sotheby's Easter aue 77 7 
po Broader base 
Other Amorsolo works brought wha is happening is that we 
in good values as well. are able to broaden the base of art 
The 1951 “Under the Mango collectors,” Mok said. 
"Tree" sold at $$96,000 (estimat- "The Sotheby's specialist said he 
ed at $$45,000-65,000) sees two active forces on the mar- 
“Cooking under the Mango jer 
Tree” sold at $$72,000. The 1958 
work “Street Scene with Yellow 
Umbrella" sold at $$57,600. It 
had been initially estimated at 
$§38,000-48,000. 
‘After the Amorsolos, the other 
paintings that did exceptionally 


"The first are the senior art col- 
lectors who collect the Masters, 
and the second are the younger 
collectors,” he said. 

“Young collectors are those 
who like to break away from the 
traditional collectors," he ex- 
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à SS As we celebrare our 60 years of service in the Philippines, we are gratified that our efforts were 
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AMID the physical and visual mess of Colon Street in Cebu may yet be traces ofits , 


importance as the oldest street in the country. 


‘Filipino cultural greatness is there 


EADERS HAVE WRITTEN TO 
Rs suggestions about walk- 
i ing around Manila. The two let- 
E rers below react to a letter from José 
cruz ("Pride of Place,” 4/10) that had 
| painted a grim picture of Manila. 
Z ivan Mandy  (wwwoldmani- 
* jawalks.com), who conducts walking 
T tours of Manila, writes: “Yes, Metro Mani- 
flais, indeed, a very frustrating place, and 
7 Tm saying this out of 28 years of living in 
$ this sprawling megalopolis. 
$ “Having had the fortunate chance to 
T walk around some of the world's greatest 
cities, Shanghai HK,  Singaporé, 
$ Barcelona, New York, Montreal, Wash- 
+ ington, Ican only sigh at how these urban 
spaces have maximized all their assets, 
Tereating urban masterpieces worthy of 
“the long plane ride from Manila. 
2 oss havent been to Bangkok yet but 
T have heard that it sprawls as Metro Mani- 
Zla does [and has] similar problems ... But 
what gets seven million tourists to 
Ñ Bangkok? All the good marketing ele- 
ments, plus the fact that the Thais pro- 
= mote their culture big-time. 
Z “Tve been to Marrakech and Casablan- 
Zea in Morocco and they are similar to 
Manila... yet people still flock to their 
Z crowded souks and medinas, Again, its 
Z the culture factor that gives it an edge. 
hey trumpet their French Moroccan Art 
Seco buildings even if many are in vary- 
Zing degrees of dilapidation. 
+. This is the reason Im doing Manila 
isis. I want to bring out Manila's 
unique cultural traits long buried under 
Ümismanagement, corruption, pollution, 
“tacky architecture and a culturally apa- 
‘thetic populace that can't seem to find 
good things to say about this metropolis 
Sof ous. 
+ "Seeing Manila is totally different from 
Z the historical and cultural aspect, There's 
‘nothing like climbing the Intramuros 
Z walls and seeing the American colonial 
“buildings across the former moat to tell 
Zyou how Manila was affected by the tide 


PRIDE 
; OF PLACE 


Augusto E 
Villalon 


of American colonialism at the turn of the 
century. 

"Or walking on the streets of Binondo- 
to experience the resolute Chinese im- 
print in our city. Even historic burial 
places like the Chinese Cemetery and La 
Loma show architectural evolution in our 
city during the past 120 years. 

"Really its not so much of trumpeting. 
beauty in Manila as that is, indeed, diffi 
cult to see, but more of proclaiming and. 
having Manilefios... changing their per- 
ceptions and cultivating a certain cultural 
pride, not so much in line with ‘Hey, 
‘we've got the biggest mall in Asia,’ but 
more with realizing that we have a 
unique brand of culture at par with 
Hanoi, Bangkok or Georgetown in 
Malaysia.” 


Avid supporter 

Alden Lauzon, a teacher in the Art 
Studies department of the University of 
the Philippines in Diliman, also shares his 
views: 

“In response to Mr. Cruz's article... I 
say that I do not share his rather harsh 
conclusions. Yes, Manila is dirty, but it 
does not deserve total condemnation... T 
am an avid supporter of Manila. 

“I disagree with Mr. Cruz because I 
judge a place not by its totality to the 
point that it overwhelms you, and thus 
for me it doesn't have any more surprises 
to show. I like a place that slowly reveals 
itself, where you find gemslike an Art De- 
co building hidden amidst the Carriedo 
squalor or, cafés and art galleries housed 
in Intramuros or Malate structures. 


Make summer 

the perfect occasion 
to travel around 
Manila and the rest 
of the country, 
appreciating Filipino 
sights and sounds 


^... wrote this letter to alert Mr, Cruz 
and others that, despite the negative im- 
age Manila has, this is somehow negated 
by ‘streetwalking discoveries." 

“As an Art Studies professor in UP Dili- 
man, I have been doing a Manila Tour 
‘with my students. It starts in San Sebas- 
tian Church to let them see firsthand a 
Gothic church. Then it proceeds to 
Quiapo for them to observe folk Catholi- 
cism, followed by a walk to Carriedo and 
all the way to Ongpin to experience Chi- 
natown culture. 

"Then I direct them to Escolta to look 
for the pre-war Capitol Theater and also 


THEELLINWOOD Memorial Church, 
an unknown treasure tucked away in one 


WALK along Escolta 
today and look for 


for the seeing 


Calvo Building, where old Escolta pic- 
tures hang. From there they ride a jeep to 
the National Museum, and afterward 
walk to Intramuros to explore San 
Agustin Church, Casa Manila, Manila 
Cathedral and Port Santiago. 

"The fruit of this tour is a reflection pa- 
per that shows the students genuine ap- 
preciation of the city 

"One of the more heartening com- 
ments came from a Korean student who 
promised to accompany his visiting par- 
ents to Intramuros. Another one wrote 
that she never knew Manila could be an 
exciting place to explore, contrary to the 
negative images it has acquired through 
the years. 

“Another comment that struck me, 
"which is akin to what you wrote about 
‘developing pride of place, is that she can 
proudly say to foreigners especially after 
seeing San Agustin Church, Intramuros, 
“Bakit may Manila ba kayo?" (Do you also 
havea Manila?) 

“Of course, these reactions are coupled 
with expressions of regret since most 
structures they saw have been neglected. 
"Thus, the imperativeness of heritage con- 
servation in the redevelopment of our 
cities. 

"We Filipinos should start exploring 
our own places, whether in Manila or the 
provinces. 1 believe that tourism fosters 
nationalism or, if that's a strong word, 
love for county. This will be an antidote 
to those who see nothing but ugliness in 
our country” 

‘Touring around Manila and the rest of 
the Philippines is the best way for me to 
reaffirm my belief that our country is 
among the most beautiful in the world, 
and that in its rural areas, towns and 
cities are found the people and heritage 
that prove the greatness of our nation. 

Make this summer the time to discover 
‘our country and its greatness. 


Feedback is welcome at afvillalon@hot- 
maiLcom. 
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Sison at Mag:Net 

Mag:Net Gallery Paseo presents Yas- 
min Sison's recent works In oil in "Un- 
made.” The exhibit shows Sison's contin- 
ting incursion ito the enigmatic Interior- 
ity of her mutable realities mediated 
through found pages of fashion maga- 
zines. The show opens tomorrow at 6 
p.m. and will be on view until May 27. 
Mag:Net Gallery is on the G/F of Paseo 
Center, Paseo de Roxas and Sedeno St., 
Makati. Call 8177895 or e-mail magnet- 
plus@gmall.com. 


Hidalgo at Pasig Museum 
Amato "Ding" Hidalgo is holding an 
exhibit with some 14 members of tho 
Fairview Artists Group, May 5-12, at 
Pasig Art Museum. He is also holding 
consultations on art acquisition and art 
investment. Call 9614423/9753773. 


VISUAL ARTS 


FARO dela Isla, 
dela Cabra, 


Photo exhibit on Spanish 


colonial lighthouses 

The Ayala Museum, National Com- 
mission for Culture and Arts, and Fil- 
ipino Heritage Festival Inc. will open 
“Parola: Colonial Lighthouses in the 
Philippines," an exhibit of photographs 
featuring Spanish colonial lighthouses 
in the country, on May 18 on the 4/F, 
Gallery Wing of Ayala Museum. The 
photographs were taken by Manuel 
Maximo Lopez del Castillo Noche, archi- 
tocture historian and professor at Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas. Noche himset 
‘will lecture on May 18, 2 p.m. The exhib- 
It runs until June 18. Call 7577117/21 or 
visit www.ayalamuseum.com. 


Traveling 
exhibit. 
at Boston 
Artists 
Raphael Cus, 
Noo! Catacu- 
tan, Ernesto 
"Aris" Bagtas, 
Giovanni de fa 
Rosa, Jorge 
Banawa, Maria 
Consuelo. 


“NUESTRA Señora 
"Konn" Salao 


Ve. foguma y AA 
Jes hold until. z 

sut conan ar 
London, Milan, Luxembourg, Paris, 
Berlin, Brussels and Dresden, The exhib- 


it, "Colors of Freedom,” showcases the 
beauty of the Philippines. A predepar- 
ture exhibit is running until May 10 in 
Boston Art Gallery. Call 7229208. 

French artist Amani A. Bari-Pourcines 
Is holding the exhibit "Beauty and Re- 
silience of the Filipino" until May 19 on. 
2/F, MuseumSpace, Ayala Museum. The 
exhibit features portraits of different Fil 
ipinos from all walks of life. Call 
7S77117/21 local 31 


Various artists 

at Delas Islas 
Galeria de las Islas in 

Intramuros pre- 

sents “Sining at 

Kultura,” featur- 

ing selected 

works in various 

media depicting 

the traditions 

and heritage of 

the Filipino. Fea- 

tured works include sculpture, dra 

ings, oil paintings and prints by Antonio 

Doctor Garcla, Frank Galo, José 

Lozano, Rex Santales and Crisanto Lo- 

dronio, Call 

5272113. 


Bulacan 
artists 

Twenty-Twenty 
Gallery and Art 
Center (109 
Binyang, Bocaus, 
Bulacan} presents 
"Eronslya," a Bula- 
can heritage art 
exhibit featuring 
Jool "Wolbort* 
Bariolomo, Eu- 
gone Dawag and 
Rex Tatlonghar, 
May 9-30. Call 926620 or 0916- 
4442534. 


“SAMBAHAYAN,” by Rex Santales 


‘SECRET Garden,” by Inday Cadapan 


Art workshop. 

The Positivism art workshop by E.R. 
Tagle will run May 13-June 3. The work- 
shop will be hald at MCS Complex (for- 
tery Makati Cinema Square), Jolibee 
Function Room, Chino Roces Avenue, 
Makati. Call 8112432 or 0927-5522288. 


Mother’s Day exhibit 
Shangri-La Plaza pays tribute to 
mothers with an art exhibit, "Ex: 
pressions of Mother's Love, 
ich features Mother-and- 
Child art pieces at the Shaw 
Wally, Level 4 of The 
Shang. 
Pattcpating 
artists are 
Malang, Norma 
Beleza, Angali- 
toAnionio, 
Adran 
Morales, 
Romeo 
Rosete, William Cadag and Hermes Allegre. 
Art rers participating Inthe exhibit 
Include Arüsres, Art Circa, Asa Art 
Gallery, the Gallery by Arts of Asia, 
Gallery 828, Arts 
Venue, Century 
and Circa. Ca 
6337851 to 70. 


Inday Cada- 
panat 139 

Gallery 139 pre- 
sonts "Inday’s Se- 
crot Garden," an. 
tex of works by 
Inday Cadapan, 
uni May 17. 
Cacapan's paint- 
ings are redolent 
wath brilliant, un- 
linking hues and images in striking 
forms and configurations. alloy 139 s 
on 3/F. Glorietta 4, Ayala Cantor, Makati. 
Call 7289724. 
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UST bosts 
inlernational 
course on cultural 
conservation 


UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS, 
through its Center for the Conservation. 
of Cultural Property and Environment 
in the Tropics (CCCPET), will host Col- 
lections Asia or Collasia 2010, an inter- 
national course on Conserving Collec- 
tions in Southeast Asia in Storage, on 
May 8-31 at the Thomas Aquinas Re- 
search Complex, UST campus, Espafia, 
Manila. 

"The course is held together with the 
International Center for the Study of the 
Preservation and Restoration of Cultural 
Property (Iecrom), Southeast Asian Min- 
ister of Education Organization Regional 
Center for Archaeology and Fine Arts” 
(Seameo-Spafa), and National Museum. 
of the Philippines. 

Collasia 2010, which coincides with 
the National Heritage Month celebra- 
tion, is the first in the Philippines. It 
seeks to achieve prevention rather than 
mere intervention in protecting collec- 
tions, which are part of Southeast Asia's 
patrimony, though the study of threats 
to collections in storage, conceptual and 
practical tools, storage materials and’ 
techniques. 

"The course also tackles problem-solv- 
ing approaches to the protection of cul- 
tural patrimony in Southeast Asia. 

This three-week intemational course 
will gather 21 Southeast Asian delegates 
to be facilitated by 15 world-class special- 
ists in the protection and conservation of 
movable heritage as organizers and lectur- 
ers: 

Katriina Simila, project inanager, Ic- 
crom, Italy; José Luiz Junior Pedersoli, 
research scientist, Iccrom, Italy; Farideh 
Fekrsanati, conservator for preventive 
conservation, National Museum of Eth- 
nology, The Netherlands; Graeme Scott, 
head of collections management, Na- 
tional Museum of Ethnology, The 
Netherlands; Ita Yulita, conservator, Mu- 
seum Nasional, Indonesia; Vinod Daniel, 
head of collections and resources, 
‘AusHeritage, Australia; Kevin Kettle, 
project development officer, Spafa, Thai- 
Jand; Paula Valenzuela, conservator, Na- 
tional Center for Conservation and 
Restoration, Chile; Fernanda Kangiser 
Gomez, conservator, National Center for 
Conservation and Restoration, Chile; 
‘Aurora Arby, anthropologist, Center for 
the Research and Development of Cul- 
ture, Indonesia; Kamal Jain, dean and 
head, Department of Conservation of the 
National Museum Institute, India; Peter 
Siman, museum assistant, Sarawak Mu- 
seum, Malaysia; Ana Maria Theresa 
Labrador, curator, Jorge B. Vargas Muse- 
um, Philippines; Angel Bautista, muse- 
um researcher, National Museum of the 
Philippines; and architect Clarissa Aven- 
daño, assistant director, UST Museum of 
Arts and Sciences. 

Collasia 2010 is a seven-year program 
by Icerom and Spafa to improve the con- 
ditions of the cultural collections of 
Southeast Asian countries Brunei Darus- 
salam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singa- 
pore, Thailand and Vietnam, 

‘The project has been made possible in 
the Philippines through the collabora- 
tion of the National Historical Institute, 
UP Jorge B. Vargas Museum, National 
Commission for Culture and the Arts, In- 
ternational Rice Research Institute and 
Getty Foundation. 

Participation of heritage professionals 
in Collasia 2010 is invitational. 


“RHYTHMIC FORM" is the latest artwork 
created by Eduardo Castrillo for the Spiral 
Restaurant of the Philippine Plaza Hotel, 
Inspired by the concepts of life and growth, 
and futuristic in style, the towering 7-meter 
high welded brass artwork swirls forcefully 
upward, relating to the Immediate 
environment, Castrillo, who is celebrating his 
40th year anniversary on the Philippine 
contemporary art scene, says the new work 
embodies his progressive creativity surging 
forward and upward, from the past to the 
moving present thrusting to the future, 
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M Recycled art 
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minder of the Middle Eastern cul- 
ture Realuyo has clearly imbibed 
in his long stint working in vari- 
ous sites of the region. 


These pieces, less than a foot in z i 
Vei s a denis d Take Good Care of your Heart with 
tall enough to give the rather & A E CK plesttim: Coconut Fiber Capsule. 
small works a sense of scale and * " 
height. They have also been lac- — RIBBON-CUTTING ceremonies with guests 
quered, giving them sheen and 5 
luster, which somehow detracts s bud hi we boners, Jun: poi up 
i f articulariy amusing is his with undulating textural effects 
from the desired textural effects "Window Series: To the Rescue,” from pulp and recycled paper. natural coconut fiber and 
ploring the milieu of children, With two children bythe window, „The show marks the firsttime | garlic which helps 
opting innocence with a dose OMe seated precariously the other Resluyo has publicly exhibited | reduce the risk of heart 
of good humor and wit barely holding on to dear life. hisoeuvre. ee Dia tls Von 
Inthe case ofthe paintings, all Combining painting and sculp- — Iris admittedly still far from aston: 
executed in mixed! media’ Re. "ure, this piece shows the artists polished, but the sense of craft is Heart for granted, 
aluyo shows his advertising savvy Stills in both media. mostevident in the use ofmateri- | take 2-3capsules of 
in his composition, which Rap. _, Realuyo also has several works als. His artistic innovation shows lestrim? daily 
Pstoteesuongesmie. "^ showing doors and facades of inhistappingtheuntold wonders | 45M maie your heart 
‘The works, on a thematicnote, Duildingsin the Middle East, com- of recycling. i 
may relate to his personal jour. ™entaries on the changing land- Weather snd: stronger 


scape in the cities he has lived in. Email author at gdormien- 
"WINDOW Series: To the Rescue” "EY, the dream motifpresented as, These works have ample spacein do@yahoo.com 2 Availabe in leading drugstores, Orly P7.6Sfeapsule (SRP). _"_wwwabs-herbs.com.ph 
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Your exclusive mountain resort 
Renew your senses. Get back to basics. Reintroduce 
yourself to a life lived in harmony with nature. 
Timberland Sports and Nature Club is your exclusive. 
mountain resort - a natural playground and ideal 
family getaway that's so close to home. 


Just 15 minutes from Batasan Pambansa in 
Quezon City, Timberland Sports and Nature Club 
is an 8-hectare private membership club that offers 
a wide range of activities and amenities for the 
whole family. It is part of Timberland Heights, a vast 
677-hectare resort town development of Filinvest 
Land. At an elevation of 345 meters above sea 
level, the club enjoys splendid views of Manila Bay, 
and the Makati and Ortigas skylines. 


Endless family adventures 

From vast open fields to sheltered, restful interiors, 
your family con relax, bond and entertain in comfort 
ond luxury. Unwind in the horizon-edge pool or 
sweat it out at the multi-purpose courts. Hike along 
nature trails or pamper yourself at the spa. Relish 
the ultimate country club experience with diverse 
and regularly planned member activities. Fill your 
calendar with activities such as yoga sessions, 
gourmet nights, sports clinics, group trekking and 
even complete weight management programs. 


With so much to choose from, it's a different 
adventure every weekend. And for families who just 
can't get enough, luxurious overnight 
accommodations are perfect for a longer getaway. 


Raising the standards of leisure 
Timberland Sports and Nature Club is a project of 
Filinvest Leisure, the group behind the highly 
successful Palms Country Club in Alabang. Thus, 
yov are assured of a world-class team of experts, 
from master-planning to professional club 
management. With excellent facilities and 
personalized service, every visit to Timberland Sports 
and Nature Club is a guaranteed pleasure: 


The wonders of nature are yours to explore. Choose 
Call and visit us for more information. your own adventure amidst hiking and biking trails, 
camping grounds and pocket parks. 


SPORTS and NATURE CLUB — 
Timberland Sports.and Nature Club is a family 
friendly haven in a postcard-perfect setting. 


Timberland Heights, just 15 minutes from Batasan Pambansa in Quezon City 
Membership office number: 927-9995 + FAX number: 927-9978 + Mobile: 0917-858TSNC (8762) * website: www.timb: rlandclub.com 
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Farley del Rosario and Palma Tayona at Cboice Expression 


FARLEY DEL ROSARIO AND PALMA. 
‘Tayona present a collection of oil-on- 
canvas and _pen-and-inkon-paper 
works in “To Each His Own,” a sam- 
pler of their upcoming solo exhibits, 
on view at Choice Expression Gallery 
2/R Doña Consolacion Bldg, 122 
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Jupiter St, Bel-Air, Makati. 

Farley shows once more his verve 
with colors ina new series of adorable 
characters with curlicued extremities, 
but this time with darker yet relaxing 
tones as backdrops. His sold-out se- 
ries in January shows he has consoli- 


dated his niche in the art scene. 
“Tayona uses pen and ink for his sig- 
nature Botero-inspired images. The 
black-and-white series shows his ex- 
pressionist stamp, portraying nostal- 
gia and filial bonding. 
Call 8990717 and 8990718. 
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Recycled art 


By Gino Dormiendo 


SEAIR SUMMER TIP #12 


tips to help you get the most out of summer 


Contributor 
INCE HE WAS A PRECOCIOUS CHILD 
growing in Oas, Albay, Ramon Rojo Re- 
aluyo has had an affinity with materials 
derived from nature: stone, wood and pulp 
from old paper. 

Of the three, it is pulp, produced from old 
discarded paper and paper-based products, 
that remains his favorite medium for paint- 
ing. He also prefers pulp for his sculptures 
since, once manipulated by hand and brush, it 
is made to resemble bronze and granite. 

Tn his just-ended first solo exhibit, “Pulp 
Dreams: The Art of Ramon Rojo Realuyo,” in 
Renaissance Gallery, 4/L, SM Megamall, the 
artist mounted his paintings and sculptures, 
majority of which were executed in Saudi 
Arabia and parts of the Middle East, where 
the 47-year-old artist has worked as art direc- 
tor for an advertising agency since 1990. 

Realuyo has previously worked in Qatar 
and Bahrain. He has helped organize group 
shows for his compatriots. He has raised mon- 
ey for children with various disabilities in Jed- 
dah, and, with his wife, founded Artquake, 
which helps Filipino artists advance in their 
career. To date, the group has helped over 100 
aspiring artists. 

His show has two suites: paintings and 
sculptures. Typical of any artist mounting his 
first-ever show, Realuyo's works do not ad- 
here to any theme or subject matter. In a free- 
wheeling manner, he simply allows his muses 
to take over wherever his dreams and fan- 
tasies may take him to. 

Most of his pieces, however, have a feel-good 
message to them, perhaps indicative of the arises 
childlike faith in the innate goodness of life. 

| The sculptures have a solitary figure or, at 
the most, two characters, aloft on a pedestal, 
coincidentally also made from recycled mate- 

|. rials. There is a Mother and Child figure done 

| in clay, a child holding a kite that is unable to 

| 
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the more time you'll have to enjoy! 
popular beach destinations and 
heic relative travel time from metro manila 


Batangas=3hours up 


Boracay = 35 minutes 
Cavte = 2hours 
{union =5 hours 


Sorsogon = 10hours 
Subic =3 hours 


“SI MALAKAS at Maganda” (pulp and 
recycled paper) 


SEAI R 


SOUTH EAST ASIAN AIRLINES 


"travel time based on actual road trp/ights taken by seairpersonpel from makati city to listed destination. 


1s more than just a credit card. 


It's 0% interest on all items* with Citibank PayLite. 


C PLAN 


Available at 


Automatic BLIMS PÀ onmes (A 
CENTRE fine furniture "vog e 


April 1 to May 31, 2006 


fly, a bound woman figure, a version of 
Malakas and Maganda. 
There is also a Bedouin character, a re- 


RECYCLED/C3. "AQUATIQUE dreams” 


“WALKWAY” 
"AERIES" 


Cosmopolitan abstractions 


ROBERTO DULDULAO'S "IMAGES OF A duce abstractions that represent the varied 


For inquiries, call 995-9999. To apply lor a citibank credit card, 
Cal 425-3000 or log on to wwwctibank.com.gh- 


cítibank 


aetna utes ie ae 


Rising Metropolis” will open May 9, 6 
p.m., at the Heritage Art Center of SM 
Megamall. 

Duldulao, a 61-year-old veteran of ad- 
vertising, combines the memories of the 
city of his youth, the utopic metropolis of 
his dreams, and the burgeoning landscape. 
of the city that greets him every day to pro- 


personalities possessed by his cosmopoli- 
tan subject. 

"Through his colors, strokes and abstract 
imagery, the warmth and vitality, the de- 
tached majesty, and raw emotion of a city 
in action becomes even more vivid to the 
beholder of his art. 

Call 6342436. 


MONDAY, MAY 8, 2006 
i 


By Ruel S. De Vera 
“Literary Occasions: Essays” 
By VS. Naipaul 


Picador, London= 
2004, 202 pages 


DIFFERENT DREAMS PROPEL 
different lives. Sometimes it is cho- 
sen early; sometimes it is chosen for 
them. i 

For VS. Naipaul, fictionist and essayist, win- 
ner of the 2001 Nobel Prize in Literature, it is 
both—and something more. ~ 

The Trinidad-bom Naipaul, with his exper- 
tise in diverse forms and his mixed heritage, ex- 
emplifies the mystery of modem writing. 

‘An accomplished novelist, Naipaul achieves 
‘an almost transcendental plane of significance 
as an essayist, particularly in his own explo- 
ration of his identity as a writer. That is the gift 
to be found in "Literary Occasions: Essays,” the 
collection that gathers 11 of his long essays for 
the first time. 

Among the pieces are the awe-inspiring "Pro- 
logue: Reading and Writing, a Personal Ac- 
count,” introductions and his Nobel lecture, 
"Two Worlds." The book serves as a showcase 
for Naipaul's powerful prose, distilling into pre- 
cise sentences the Nobel laureate's thoughts. 

To serve the purpose of maintaining the 
unabridged nature of these pieces, there is 
much overlapping in the essays subjects, partic- 
ularly on Naipaul’ childhood. Just as there are 

“overlaps within the essays, readers will soon 
“discover that there is an overlapping as well be- 
tween the truncated ambitions of the writers 
Yather, Seepersad Naipaul, and of the author's 
quieirpemasins 
1 "TobeawriterasO. 
Henry was, to die in 
mid-sentence, was to 
jumph over dark- 
hess,” he writes in one 
piece. “And like a wild 
religious faith that 
hardens in adversity, 
this wish to be a writ- 
er, this refusal to be 
extinguished, — this 
wish to seek at some 
future time for justice, 
strengthened as our 
conditions grew 
worse in the house on 
the street.” 

Most of all, Naipaul 
writes about his own 
dramatic, tortured 
odyssey to writing ina 
time of typewriters 
and drinking buddies, 

‘of the role of family 
‘and fate in his joumey. 
He was, after oll 
: NoBeL/D2 


Congratulations to Denil 
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Nobel laureate's 
special "Occasions" 


VS. Naipaul 
takes the 
aspiring 
writer 

ona tour 
ofthe secret 
civilization 
that is his 
body 

of works 


TONS 


The Dermstrata Glutathione injectable lets you delight 
in the glow of healthy and lighter skin. This unique 
anti-oxidant also enhances your immune system and 
Improves your eyesight. 
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Own a stylish 
condominium unit 
in Alabang 
for as low as 
P10,000 a month! 


- a0% loger ond 30% cheoper per ore meler 
thon veicot condominiums 
+ Cote to he ned schools mots hostais wag ipilit 
; kumain ng sipit., 
+ `, sa allergy, ika'y 
it. 


chuches ard county cbs. 
+ Al units oreody ited. 
+ Constuction is 86% competed: 
+ Model unis e ovcicbe 


for viewing on sto. 


THE MONDRIAN 
RESIDENCES 
The Art or berating Space. 


Call 807-0111, 
809-3612, 809-3076 


Catch today’s newest! 

‘ond hippest bonds cs 

they promote their | 
‘bum from 
Viva Records 


Soapdish and 
Protein Shoke 


Cetirizine 
Zyrtec 


Jeee 
y * 


Cetirizine 
Zyriec 


* Doctor recommended 
Quick and safe relief for allergies 


E) 
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Lots of allergies. Just one Zyrtec. 


{tsympfome persist, consult your doctor, A 
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coMPLETE WoORKSHOP sS 


JOIN A JOHN ROBERT POWERS SUMMER WORKSHOP JUST FOR KIDS. TEENS. GRADS. 
Special Age Group Workshops in Personality Development, Acting, Modeling, Biquete, ond Grooming. Moming ond olleroon 
Session foi your schedule. Enroll Now and finish before your regular school dosses begin. Eom the Worldwide John Robert 
Powers International Certificate. MAKE THIS SUMMER THE BEST EVER! HAVE FUN AND GET THE LIFETIME BENEFITS OF A 
"WORKSHOP AT JOHN ROBERT POWERS. Enroll early for choice schedules. 


CALL Now: 892 9511, 927 0465an cin 
‘Legaspi Village, Makali City 


START TODAY. FINISH BEFORE REGULAR CLASSES 


lo Lou Valmonte, Bb. Pilipinas International & Rosalyn Sirikit Santiago: 


Casmer Building, 195 Salcedo St., Ground Floor Cinderella Building. 


825 EDSA, Quezon City 
Pang on semen 


BEGIN. 


1st Runner-up Bb. P. 


Reading list 


‘Chloe Does Yale’ 
By Natalie Krinsky 
4 
M Chloe Carrington is a 
typical Yale student, ex- 
ETE cept that along with her 
coursework she writes 
A L E EP: 

BBS campus newspaper. This 
puts her love life under 
intense scrutiny. She's 
hoping to hook up with 
the right guy—but that 

proves even more difi- 
cult than participating in many notorious Yale tra- 
ditions, such as drinking dollar drafts at Toad's, 
Struggling through financial markets, and attend- 
ing Exotic Erotic, te most entertaining party on 
campus. 


‘The Matchbreaker" 
By Chris Manby 


When Lindsey Parker's 
father announces that. 
he will remarry, Lindsey 
does what any good 
‘daughter would do: 
wishes him congratula- 
tions, then sets about 
trying to kill his fiancée. 
Fortunately, her botched 
attempt at bumping 
Karen off fails, but it 
succeeds in driving 
Karen away. When she. 
realizes that her father is 
genuinely brokenhearted, she seeks to bring 
Karen back. But Karen has a new man. Her mis- 
sion: to seduce her ex-future stepmother's 
boyfriend. Her problem: She's falling in love with 
him. 


RENTUR 


‘Grip’ 
By David McKeowen 


James Carroll only 
meant to do one deal to 
get to film school. But it. 
went wrong. Now he 
owes £30,000 to drug 
dealer Roger Oates. Just. 
ayear away from retir- 
ing to his dream home 
in Honolulu, Roger 
knows this is no time to 
let things slip. So it 

James can't pay, his parents must. But Francis 

Carroll has put everything he has into a project 

that will finally bring him the success he craves. 

He simply cannot afford to help his son. And it's 

no good asking his new ambitious wife Rachel. 

She wants a baby—while his dangerously sexy 

first wife wants him back. Everyone wants to keep 

a grip: on thelr money and their jobs. On their 

dreams. But something's got to give. 


‘When Good Things Happen 
to Bad Boys’ 


By Lori Foster, Erin McCarthy. 
and Helenkay Dimon 


Three of today's hottest 
romance authors team 
up fora trio of sinfully 
sexy stories where good 
things come in deli- 
ciously bad-boy pack- 
ages. In Lori Foster's 
“Playing Doctor,” Axel 
Dean's motto is "attitude 
makes a huge difference 
in bed," and after he 


Happen t 
meets Libby Preston, he 
can't bear to think of 


Dad Do% 


one else. In "The Lady of the Lake" by Erin Mo- 
Carthy, Dylan Diaz learns that "Can ! make mad, 
passionate love to you?" is not the first thing you 
say after rescuing Violet Caruthers from drown- 
ing. Finally in Helenkay Dimon's “Hardhats and 
Silk Stockings," Whit Thomas has met the most 
infuriating and sexiest woman architect that is 
Hannah Bridges. 


GR FORTER 


ERIN McCARTHY 
HELENKAY DIMON 
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Travel promo 

Get a fre travel document case when you pur- 
hase any Time Out travel guide series in partici- 
pating National Book Store branches (Best- 
sellers-The Podium, Filinvest, Glorietta, Green- 
belt, Quezon Avenue, Shangri-la Plaza, SM 
Baguio, SM Megamall, SM North Edsa, SM 
Pampanga, Superbranch-Cubao). 

‘ls get a chance to win a weskend stay for 
two at Shangri-La Mactan Cebu with complimen- 
tary service atthe Chi Spa or at the Discovery 
Suites Tagaytay. 

Promo period is until May 15. 

Ali Time Out Guides are written by a team of 
local experts, with unique insider perspective. 

They contain comprehensive arts and cultural 
coverage, along with hundreds of Independent. 
reviews. For destination, Time Out critics Identify 
the best the worst, the most fashionable and the 
most overrated. 

The "Time Out Guides" serles has grown from 
tha huge success of Time Out Magazine. 

Tony Elliot started the magazine in 1968 with a 
21st birthday present of £75 given to him by his 
‘aunt. Today, Tony still heads up an independent 
group that publishes over 90 titles, has offices in 
New York and Paris and licenses for Time Out 
‘Magazines In 12 territories across the globe. 


Available at selected National Book Store branch- 
es. 
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Mr. & Ms. honors moms in 


MR. & MS., THE “SUPER- 
monthly of the body, mind, 
and spirit,” pays tribute to 
mothers in its May issue. 

Learn tips on how to cope with child- 
rearing problems by using the mind in 
the article, "Psychic Parenting." 

Find out what celebrity moms say 
about their kids. Singer Elizabeth Ram- 
sey has this to say about her role in her 
Kids love affairs: "I let them be. Hindi 
naman ako ang makikisama sa kanila. (1 
am not the one who will deal with them 
anyway).” 

Mr. & Ms. also offers gift ideas for 
Mother's Day, such as those that com- 
bine flower arrangements with choco- 
lates and other lovely trinkets. 

‘The article “Angels and Ghosts” tells 


A lesson on travel as well a 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


AMADÍS MA. GUERRERO IS, 
foremost, a literary writer, one 
of our most underrated liter- 
ary writers. His “Miss Lily and 
the Policeman” and “Children 
of the City” should be by now 
classics of the Philippine short 
story. 

Having published his valedictory 
collection of short stories a decade 
ago, he is known to common readers 
as an arts reporter and travel writer. 
Ies just as well, because in his journal- 
istic pieces Guerrero also excels. 

As culture writer, he displays such 
wide and varied interests and a sure- 
ness of touch in handling these sub- 
jects that only a few Filipino writers 
can claim to possess (we think of 
someone like Doreen Femandez, or 
National Artist Nick Joaquin). This is 
bome out by his innumerable essays 
and reviews of art, books, films, the- 
ater, music, even dance. 

His journalistic writing is character- 
ized by clean straightforward prose, a 
relaxed tone, and uncomplicated syn- 
tax. Surprising for a first-rate literary 
mind, there are no literary flourishes, 
no heightened language here. In oth- 
er words, itis writing thar’s not trying- 
hard. 

Style is personality—and nowhere 
is this truer than in this case. The fine- 
ness and restraint of Guerrero's writ- 
ing is only reflective of the quiet and 
‘unassuming person that he is, a true 
descendant of the ilustrados of 
Malate. 

‘But chen we remember him always 
writing this way, even in his literary 
pieces. It has always been writing 
that’s not strained, the clarity of his 
ideas couched in language that is sim- 
ple. 

Nowhere is this more manifest than 
in his travel writing. Here, aware of 
the poetry inherent in the landscape, 
he wisely plays down the poeticism 
and produces prose that is stripped 
bare. It is writing that seems artless, 
that sounds effortiess, therefore, lucid 
and graceful. 

Listen to this line, for example: 
“You can hear the sounds, the hum- 
ming, almost a moan, of the coalesced 
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wind." Itis almost Racinean. 


Total wellbeing 

Guerrero's writing is a proofread- 
ers delight. As one can see, he is anal 
retentive even to the last punctuation 
mark. 

In a way, his books of travel writing 
become a lesson on travel as well as 
writing. His latest, “The Archipelago 
Sanctuaries,” sixth in the series, is a 
testament to that. 

‘At 122 pages comprising 32 brief 
articles, it is just as slim as the previ- 
ous ones, and it has the same format, 
with black-and-white photos and a 
color folio in the middle mostly taken 
by the author during his trips. 

‘Again he zeroes in on the familiar 
spots, such as Subic, Tagaytay, 
Pagsanjan, Anilao, Lucban, Puerto 
Galera, Coron, Angono, El Nido, Puer- 
to Princesa, Mactan. But he also 
treads on quaint and exotic grounds, 
such as Maragondon, Majayjay, 
Marawi. 

More importantly, he explores the 
unexplored, such as Orani, Bataan, a 
protected area and endangered zone; 
the pawikan sanctuary on Tayabas 
Bay; the island sanctuary of Tablas; 
the secret peninsula of Caramoan; the 
island gem that is Badian. 

Because here Guerrero is focusing 
not just on famous landmarks and 
plush resorts but also on the Philip- 
pines’ protected areas and endan- 
gered sanctuaries. Here he is actually 
advocating ecotourism and covering 
‘ecodestinations like rainforest groves, 
turtle hatcheries, pine-tree havens. 

But its not only for the environ- 
ment, because the author is also offer- 
ing a guide for the tourists total well- 
being. There's an article on the grow- 
ing trend of health resorts, with a list 
of tropical spas and detox retreats. 

‘Also unusual for a travel book, it in- 
cludes the cultural heritage of the 
places the author visits, often on equal. 
footing with the landscapes and local 
cuisine. 


Anatural gem 
Told by his publisher 


himself. He should have pitched it as 
something else, because it actually 
goes beyond travel writing. 


the story of a person's encounters with 
her dead mother. 

Mr. & Ms. continues the paranormal 
slant with Jaime T. Licauco's article on 
the difference between demonic pos- 
session and insanity. 

On the other hand, writer Nita 
Umali-Berthelsen shares her thoughts 
on the “Omens of Death.” 

Other features: psychic Frances Glo- 
rias “Sexual Violence in Past Lives"; 

Mariel Francisco's thoughts on good and 
bad according Don Miguel Ruizs “The 
Four Agreements"; and how astrology 
directs a person to the perfect career. 
In connection with career guid- 
ance, there's list of top schools and 
universities in the metropolis. 
"Hollywood actor Hugh Jackman, 
who is reprising his Wolverine role in. 


THE 


ARCHIPELAGO 


SANCTUARIES; 
Es 


‘The one before this, “A Stun of Is- 
lands," has foreshadowed it with bits 
of advocacy writing on ecotourism. 
That one, aptly taking its title from 
Carlos Angeles’ poem “A Stun of Jew- 
els,” also records in text and photos 
the natural gem that is the Philippine 
Islands—before the encroachment of 
urban development, industrialization 
and “progress” will have completely 
taken over. 

Itisalso a slim volume at 132 pages 
with 33 brief articles, but it virtually 
covers the whole archipelago through 
the main islands of Luzon, the Visayas 
and Mindanao, from northem to 
southern tips, from western to eastern 


diarc Travel- fringes, from the major urban areas to 
books didn’t sell well these—days— 
Guerrero raised money to gublish-it- 


the more exotic locales. 

While many tourists boast of their 
trips abroad, this traveler has chosen 
to explore the far-flung islands of his 
native land. In this Guerrero demon- 
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the newest installment of the “X-Men” 
movie series, is featured on the gatefold 
cover. 

Columnist Jamal Ashley Abbas dis- 
sects the George Clooney-directed film, 
“Good Night and Goodbye,” citing the 
movie's relevance to questions of press 
freedom. 

Other important features: a heart 
doctors prescriptions on mending a 
broken heart, the earth's dwindling wa- 
ter supply, and how stopping smoking 
can improve the skin. 

Celebrity couple Albert and Liezl 
Martinez relate the secret to a lasting 
marriage: "You must find time for each 
other," Albert says. 

Mr. & Ms. is moving to a better office 
at SPVI Bldg, 2251 Don Chino Roces 
Ave., Makati. 


s writing 


strates his nationalism, an exemplary 
trait associated with his forebears. 

These books’ value then is not just. 
in their comprehensive information 
but more so in the writing. Sooner or 
later the data they contain may be- 
come dated or obsolete, but the read- 
er can still enjoy the prose. 

Airfare and hotel rates change in a 
matter of months, the landscape may 
even change, but some things endure: 
the culture of the locals, their foods, 
ans and crafts, their traits and cus- 
toms—and any written testament of 
them, ifitis any good. 

These are, indeed, unusual little 
books. Where else can you find a trav- 
el book that quotes Gerard Manley 
Hopkins? Writing about the rainforest 
of Majayjay, the author observes thus: 
“and for all this, nature is never 
spent./There lives the dearest fresh- 
ness deep down things.” 


Nobel laureate's special ‘Occasions’ s» 


seemingly prophesized in this path. “It 
was now less a true ambition than a form 
of self-esteem, a dream of release, an idea 
of nobility,” he explains. "My life, and the 
life of our section of our extended family, 
had always been unsettled.” 


Intricate relationships 

Indeed, what begins then as a deep re- 
fection on Naipaul's origins as a writer 
becomes a study of the improbably intri- 
cate relationships of his past 

"Occasions" follows Naipaul as he en- 
dures being poor and yet proud in Port of 
Spain, then studying in Oxford, writing in 
London and finally returning to Trinidad, 


all the while retracing the complicated 
history of his family from its Indian ori- 
gins to its current, far-flung branches. 

‘The work is a magnificently heartfelt 
reflection on Naipaul's father Seepersad, 
who tortuously faced down his perceived 
failure as a writer and also had to over- 
come misfortune, poverty and even mad- 
ness: “That was his subsidiary gift to me. 
That fear became mine as well. It was 
linked with the idea of the vocation: The 
fear could be combated only by the exer- 
cise of the vocation.” 

In “Occasions,” Naipaul also reflects on 
such writers as R.K. Narayan and Joseph 
Conrad, situating his craft and those of 


others either from or on India, for exam- 
ple, in the greater scheme of ink. 

His, after all, is a life that was con- 
structed around the idea of becoming a 
writer, much as his father was told he was 
tobecomea pundit. 

In Naipaul’ rise one sees the validity of 
the act of writing. Itis nota knighthood, a 
prize or a fellowship. Neither is it a mock 
turtleneck sweater, an affected accent or, 
horrors of horrors, a beret. 

“Literature, like all living art, is always 
on the move,” VS. Naipaul reflects. "It is 
part of its life that its dominant form 
should constantly change. No literary 
form—the Shakespearean play, the epic 


Auditions at Tanghalang Pilipino 


TANGHALANG PILIPINO IS NOW 
accepting applicants for its Actors’ 
Company for the 20th theater season. 
Auditions will be on May 13-20, 4-8 
p.m, at Bulwagang Amado Hernan- 
dez (Conference Room), Upper Base- 
ment, CCP Main Building. 

‘Those auditioning must be at least 
18 years old. They must prepare a 
three-minute monologue in Filipino 
from a published foreign or local play, 
any song of their choice, a short 
movement piece, and must be able to 
deliver a joke, 

Fifteen scholars/apprentices will 
be privileged to undergo regular 
classes in acting, stage movement, 
voice and script analysis. Participants 
will also get the opportunity to audi- 
tion for CCP performances, access the 
facilities of the center and interact 
with world-class theater artists, 


Those interested may handearry 
their resumé with 2" x 2" photo (or 
bigger) or send them to the TP office 
at the 2/F Production Design Center 
Bldg. (behind CCP Main Bldg.), CCP 


poem, the Restoration comedy, the essay, 
the work of history—can continue for 
very long at the same pitch of inspiration. 
If every creative talent is always burning 
itself out, every literary form is always 
getting to the end of what it can do." 
Naipaul celebrates the dynamism of 
following your gut—or your bloodline. “I 
never had a plan. I followed no system. 1 
worked intuitively” That intuitive ap- 
proach is at the heart of Naipaul's re- 
markable life as a writer, a dramatic true 
story told magnificently by the author 
and protagonist in “Literary Occasions." 
Available im paperback from Fuly 


THE TP Actors 

‘Company in 
ZsaZsa Zaturnnah 
(Ze Muzikal) 


Complex, Roxas Blvd., Pasay City, or 
e-mail ceptanghalan@yahoo.com 
Call the TP office Tuesday-Friday, 
9 am-5 pm, at 8323661 or 
8321125 locals 1620/1621. 
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ENCYCLEA PUBLICATIONS HAS 
released "Boracay— The Island Guide,” 
a guidebook to the famous summer 
destination. 

The book provides a wealth of infor- 
mation on the island's 130 resorts and 
hotels, as well as numerous dining and 
shopping spots, and sports and leisure 
activities. 
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r Boracay guidebook 


Written in basic English and filled 
with vibrant photos, the books has gen- 
eral information on the island. It con- 
tains the telephone numbers and web- 
sites of airlines flying there. 

Tt also provides a list of annual 
events on the island, porter rates, local 
banks, modes of transportation, vehi- 


cy numbers, Filipino vocabulary, safety 
and security tips and more, It has 10 
pages of detailed maps of Boracay is- 
Jand, White Beach and D'Mall. 

‘The full-color guidebook provides 
the most detailed hotel and resort in- 
formation with accurate GPS cartogra- 
phy The dining chapter features 25 top 
restaurants on the island. 


The book also surveys the island's 
exotic sights and new destinations, as 
well as the best souvenir finds and na- 
tive delicacies 

The book is available at National 
Bookstore, Powerbools, Fully Booked, 
Boracay Tourist Center and hotel 
newsstands. Call 7256262 loc. 234 or 
230. 


BORA 
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cle rentals, medical services, emergen- 
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Diapers 


VALUE FOR MOMMY 
MORE COMFORT. LESS CHANGES, 
BIGGER SAVINGS. 


: D | Diapers 
> VALUEIFORMOMMY, 
i MORE COMFORT. LESS CHANGES. 
, BIGGERSAVINGS — 


A MOTHER'S DAY GIFT TO LAST 
ALL MONTH LONG 


Who says we only have 24 hours 
to celebrate Mother's Day? For 
Kimberly-Clark Philippines, makers of 
HUGGIES" diapers, honouring 
mothers is an all-year-round affair. 


This is the thinking that Inspired 
the creation of the HUGGIES?” Value 
For Mommy program. Under the 
Value For Mommy program, every 
HUGGIES? diaper comes with the 
guarantee of a good buy—quality 
that's worth every centavo of its 
price. This is because HUGGIES? 
diapers, in actual side-by-side 
comparisons with other brands, have 
consistently proven to absorb liquid 
foster and sfay dry even after several 
wetfings. As a result, your baby needs 
less diaper changes per day, making 
HUGGIES? the more practical choice 
In the long run. As the Value For 
Mommy slogan matter-of-factiy 
states: More Comfort, Less Changes, 
Bigger Savings. 


“Sa Huggies’, laging dry and comfortazi 
si baby even after several hours. Kaya hindi 
ako madalas magpalit ng diaper niya. Mas 
nakakatipid kami. Sulit talaga ang Huggies*!” 


Mirs.Aileen Joson 
But this ls not all. This year In Working Mother 
celebration of Mother's Day, 
HUGGIES” is giving mothers even 
more for their money's worth, with 
the HUGGIES? Value For Mommy 
VALUE NA, SUWERTE PA promo, which 
runs for the whole month of May at 
selected supermarkets nationwide. 
With this promo, every purchase of 
HUGGIES? Dry, HUGGIES” Dry 
Comfort, or HUGGIES” Pull-ups 
diapers worth P150 entitles you to a 
range of instant prizes and/or a raffe 
entry (depending on which 
supermarket the purchase was 
made) to win thousands of pesos 
worth of shopping gift certificates. 
The instant prizes, which may be won 
through a variety’ of fun games at 
the HUGGIES? booth, range from. 
free HUGGIES” diapers to practical 
gifts ike tote bags, baby towels and 
bath sponges. Consolation prizes are 
also given away, so no mommy goes 
home empty-handed. 


Participating supermarkets include: 
The Landmark; SM Supermarkets 
(Megamall, Makati, Manila, San 
Lazaro, Southmall, Fairview, Bacoor, 
Lucena, Molino, Bicutan, Sucat, 
Valenzuela, Marllao); and Robinsons 
Ermita, Galleria, Starmills, Tutuban, 
Metropolis, Ballbago, Pioneer, Metro 
East, Novaliches, Imus, Sta. Rosa, Lipa, 
Cainta, Dasmarinas). 


With the Value For Mommy 
program—plus the VALUE NA, 
SUWERTE PA promo— HUGGIES” Is 
undoubtedly the most mommy- 
friendly diaper brand in the market. 
So If you want to be smart about 
choosing your baby’s diapers, buy 
HUGGIES” now! 
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The ultimate health and wellness show! 
May 20 - 21, 2006 

10AM - 9PM 

Megatrade Hall 1, SM Megamall Bldg. B. 
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LIFESTYLE 
Top stars come out in Metro and Metro 
hiM’s latest issues 


HE. MAY ISSUE OF 

Metro Magazine features 

the jewels of ABS-CBN's 
Star Magic—Claudine Barretto, 
Bea Alonzo, Kristine Hermosa, 
‘Angelica Panganiban, Shaina 
Magdayao and Maja Salvador— 
with television director and tal- 
ent developer Johnny Manahan 
on the cover. 

The Star Magic talents are rendered 
as portraits inside by photographer Sara 
Black. They talk about their struggles in 
show business, the gossip about them, 
and their beauty and fashion secrets. 

Also featured are canine celebrities— 
the beloved pooches of Patricia Co- 
 juangco, Celine Lopez and Angel Jacob. 

‘Other features are fast-slimming tips 
that don't need crash dieting, career wom- 


en who have scaled down work for mom- 
myhood; the season's sexy neutrals and 
pale, shimmery makeup; Camarines Sur as 
a tropical getaway; and the latest in music, 
books, fashion and health trends. 


Top guns 

Muchawarded young actor Dennis, 
Trillo graces the cover of the latest issue 
of Metro hiM magazine. 

There are also features on advertising 
man David Guerrero, Juan Elizalde, and 
other leading talents in the corporate 
world, film and art. 

Metro hiM also presents a new look 
for men—the Oriental bohemian— 
which adds an Eastern twist to the ro- 
mantic style of the vagabond gypsy. It al- 
so provides dress tips for short guys. 

Metro and Metro hiM are available at 
leading bookstores and magazine out- 
lets nationwide. 


"A SCORCHING Mid-Summer Day” 


Child artist holds exhibit 
of digital paintings 


MA 


SEVEN-YEAR-OLD " & 
Ninotchka “Nika” Man- £i + s, if 
Zano will show over 100 Bese 
digital paintings in her 5 ieri 
exhibit, “Ninotchka/Ni- 
ka: A Celebration of $ 
God's Grace, Providence 
and Restoration,” which ^ 
formally opens today, 1 4 
pam., at the Art Center of c 
SM Megamall, 
Manzano uses Paint 
accessory and Photo- 
shop software to create 
her works, which display 
vibrant colors and dra- 
matie verve. 
The exhibit is present- “MY AMAZING World of Colors” 
ed by the House of Wor- 
ship-Visionary Church Interna: E-mail ricky2manzano@yahoo. 
tional. com or ninotchkamanzano@ 
Call8753755 or 0921-2473210. yzhoo.com.ph 


mt 
FIRST-PRIZE winner Pio Del Pilar Elementary School with 
Me-an Cabrera and Thea Tan of Gardenia, and school officials. 


Kids excel in recycled 
art contest 


GARDENIA IN PARTNERSHIP 
With the Department of Educa- 
tion recently held its second 
Metro Manila-wide Eco-Art con- 
test with the theme "A healthy 
bread for a healthy you.” 


The contest was participated 
in by 42 elementary schools in 
the National Capital Region 
whose students competed in 
creating original artworks out 
of recycled Gardenia wrappers. 
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Boys school offers scholarship grants 


SOUTHRIDGE, A SCHOOL FOR BOYS IN 
‘Alabang run by the Parents- for Education 
Foundation Inc. (PAREF), offers scholarships 
to less-privileged- but deserving male stu- 
dents. 

The scholarship program started in 1987, 
with the Southridge night school, which was 
patterned after Tamajar, a school providing 
Christian education for poor boys in Madrid, 


Spain. Now on its 19th year, and renamed two 
years ago as the afternoon session, 
Southridge's scholarship program has helped 
almost 500 male students from Metro Mani- 
h. 

"Two years ago, Southridge started giving 
scholarships as well to the regular day-school 
students. For this school year, the school is ac- 
cepting applications for scholarship for its pri 


mary and high-school levels. 

Southridge seeks a balance between aca- 
demic and personal formation. Its scholarship. 
program seeks to mold responsible men and 
future leaders of the country. 

Call 8420506 to 07 or 8077719 to 21. Ap- 
plication forms can be downloaded from 
‘www.southridge.edu.ph or e-mail southridge 
@southridge.edu.ph 


University grants scholarships 
to music-inclined students 


GLAIZA ALCOVER, A SOPHOMORE AT 
Feati University, is gifted with a melodious 
voice. 

She's the seventh of eight children. To help 
ease her family’s financial worries, she joined 
the Feati University Choir, whose members re- 
ceive 50-percent discount on tuition. 

Like Glaiza, Feati juniors lan Manalo and 
Julius Gonzales rely on their musical talents 
to earn a college diploma. lan plays the trum- 
pet, while Julius is a saxophonist of the Feati 
Brass Band. As members, they are entitled to 
free tuition, as well as free miscellaneous, lab- 
oratory and development fees. 

‘Apart from financial assistance, the schol- 
ars are also able to hone their talents under 
the guidance of skilled professionals. Feati 
Choir conductor Excelsis Betil is a member of 
the San Miguel Master Chorale, while Brass 
Band director Nhell Ramos is the principal 
trombone player of the National Philharmon- 
ic Orchestra. 

More than the scholarship, Glaiza, lan and 
Julius say the best thing about being a mem- 
ber of the choir and brass band are the friend- 
ships formed, memorable experiences and 
the chance to represent their university with 
great pride wherever they perform. 

‘Apart from various important school pro- 
grams, the Feati Choir has performed in sever- 
al out-of town events. Last year, the 40-piece 
Feati Brass Band rendered marching music at 
the 23rd Southeast Asian Games's flag-raising 


Art teachers honored 


FABER-CASTELL, DISTRIBUTOR 
of art materials, recently an- 
nounced the winners of is first An- 
nual Sining Award for art teachers. 

The grand prize winner is Jose- 
fina Santiago-Pineda of the Mari- 
ano Ponce Elementary School in 
Tondo, Manila who.believes in 
the Multiple Intelligences Learn- 
ing Styles. 

Pineda employs different strate- 
gies in teaching, integrating differ- 
ent subjects such as geography, 
music and dance in her art classes. 

The school's principal, Dr. Vio- 
leta Q. de los Santos, said "Apart 
from spearheading the putting up 
of mural exhibits in the school as 
a culminating activity of her Spe- 
cial Art class, Josie also initiated 
the use of interactive storytelling. 
This innovative technique has 
been adopted by other teachersin 
Manila since it produced desir- 
able results in terms of pupil par- 
ticipation and involvement.” 

“An art teacher should not for- 
get that his or her teaching 
should be child centered. An art 
education teacher should keep in 


pines. 


mind that teaching is an art, and 
to be an effective teacher, one 
should not be confined to tradi- 
tional or stereotyped ways of 
teaching,” Pineda said. 

A finalist is Orlando P Abon of 
St. Mary's Academy in Pasay City. 
He is president of the Philippine 
Art Educators Association and 
former chair of the Catholic Edu- 
cators Association of the Philip- 


Also a children’s book author, 
Abon said that “art is life,” so 
learners should be allowed to ful- 
ly explore their world through 
artistic avenues. 

“J let my pupils freely express 
their emotions, opinions, ideas 
and thoughts through various 
media and activities that wil 
hone their skills and- develop 
them to be responsible young 
leaders and members of the soci- 
ety,” said Abon. 

Other finalists were Teresita L. 
Punsalan of Beata Elementary 
‘School in Pandacan, Manila, and 
Robert L. Joaquin of La Salle 
Greenhills, Mandaluyong City. 


SINGERS AND SCHOLARS—Members of the Feati University Choir use their volce as 


capital for acquiring good education. 


ceremonies in Rizal Park, Manila. 

Besides the choir and brass band, Feati 
grants scholarships to those who excel in aca- 
demics, as well as to university athletes. Fi- 
nancial aid is offered to student assistants and 
dependents of Feati employees. 

- The Don Salvador Araneta and Doña Victo- 
ria Araneta scholarships are awarded to stu- 
dents who have achieved a minimum of 85 
percent grade point average in high school, 


and gamered the highest grade in the Feati 
scholarship exam. Awardees of this scholar- 


ship are entitled to free tuition and discounts " 


on other fees. 

For six decades, Feati University has pro- 
duced competitive alumni. The school sus- 
tains this by assembling competent profes- 
sors, updating the curriculum, and upgrading 
laboratories, classrooms and facilities. 

Call 7338321 to 25, locals 114 and 139, 


AL PEREZ EXHIBIT * 

Ambassador Erendira A. Paz Campos, Mexico's Ambassador to 
the Philippines; Fr. Pedro Galende, OSA of San Agustin Church 
Museum; Armina Rufino; and Lyn Sunico cut the ribbon to open 
Ai Perez's (center) latest one-man show, "Old Churches and 
Saints,” at Purple Art Gallery, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong City. 
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